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INTRODUCTION 
Despite the great number of American novelists who 
have used political themes, the political novel h~:ts received 
little attention from scholars. Morris E. Sneare in The 
Political Novel: Its Development in England And in America 
(1924) discusses primarily the political novel in England; of 
the American novelists he includes only Winston Churchill and 
Paul Leicester Ford. In Speare's opinion "the most interest-
ing and the most valuable (of all American political novels] 
has been Paul Leicester Ford's The Honorable Peter Stirling."l 
William B. Dickens's doctoral dissertation , A Guide to the 
American Political Novel, 1865-1910 (1953) consists primarily 
of "a digest of the eighty-four American political novels writ-
ten in the period under discussion. 112 This digest tabulates 
for each novel certain facts such as setting, plot, characters, 
a.nd theme. In addition, Mr. Dickens includes a forty-nine 
na ge evalue.tion of the contents of the novels. Joseph L. 
Blotner's The Political Novel (1955) is an interdisciplinary 
monograph dealing with the political novel in world literature 
and recommended as a teaching aid for political science in-
structors. In it the novels are classified as "political 
lspeare, The Political Novel (New York: Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1924), p. 3. 
2Dickens, A Guide to the American Political Novel 
(Unpublished doctoral thesis, University of Michigan), n. 1. 
1 
instrument [ s] a.nd "mirror[s] of na tional char acter"; the 
novelists as "political historian[s]," "analyst[s] of group 
political behavior" and "analyst(s] of individual political 
behavior."1 Under these headings the novels are treated 
singly and, for the most part, briefly. 
2 
The most recent study of the political novel is Irving 
Howe's astute Politics and the Novel (1957), a selective 
rather than intensive study of both foreign and American poli-
tic a l novels. The Americ ans considered a re Na thanie l Haw-
thorne, Henry James, and Henry Adams. In Mr. Howe's words, 
his "subject is the rela tion between nolitics and litera ture, 
and . the term ' pol itical nove l' is used here a s a con-
venient shorthand to suggest the ldnd of nove l in which this 
relation is i nteresting enough to warrant investiga tion." 
Further, he wishes "to show the way in which politics in-
creasingly controls a certai n kind of novel, and to specu-
late on the r easons for this change. 112 
I am not as interested in categorization and classifi-
c a tion as Mr. Dickens, but yet I must be much more inclusive 
than Mr. Howe. For I wish to consider the flow of political 
thinking in the United States, the native economic conditions 
and foreign ideologies which influenced this thinking , and I 
wish to determine where the Americ an novelist took his stand 
in r e l a tion to these factors. I want to a scerta in the politi-
c a l noint of view of the writers, the ir motivations, and 
lBlotner, The Political Novel ("Doub l eday Short Studies 
in Politica l Science 11 ; Ga rden City , N. Y.: Doubleday and Co., 
Inc., 1955) , see T9ble of Contents, pp . i x , x . 
1957 ) 2Howe, Politics and the Novel (New York: Horizon Press, 
' p . 17. 
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their objectives. With these matters Parts One and Two of 
this study are concerned. Part One includes the period in which 
the gentleman, having rather roughly been shoved outside the 
political arena by Jacksonian democracy and big business 
alike, views the melee from the bleachers with some disgust. 
After 1885, the man with the hoe began to take up the pen and 
Part Two considers the contribution in fiction of the farmer 
and laborer 8nd the men who were sympathetic to their cause. 
If the novelists before 1885 were more concerned with eliminat-
ing graft and restoring men of education, ability, and integrity 
to public office, the writers in the last decade were more 
concerned with such visceral problems as the price of wheat, 
re gulated railroad r a tes, cheap money, and the right to a 
job. Practical as these desires were, they found their 
ideolog ical roots in the Enlightenment as it was adapted for 
Americ a n use in Jeffersonian agrarianism. 
Although the organization throughout is genera lly 
chronologic a l, Parts One and Two have had to be organized dif-
ferently bec ~·.use of their contents. The relatively small 
number of political novels in the early period and the lit-
e rary sta ture of their writers ma de it advisable to examine 
individual writers and their personal reaction s in some detail. 
The large number of nove ls in the latter part of the century, 
the ir general lite rary mediocrity and their similarity to one 
another in any given period,makes the study of these novels 
most meaningful when it is organized by political movements or 
ideas. 
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Having then placed the American political novelist 
in relation to the political milieu, I wish finally to consider 
him and his work in relation to the literary milieu. How did 
the political novel fit into nineteenth century literary his-
tory? How was it denendent upon it and what did it contribute 
to it? Is there a connection between the decline of the ge n -
t lema nly monon oly of the p olitic a l nove l a nd the decline of 
romanticism and between the increase in political novels by 
the common man and the rise of realism? Part Three attempts 
to answer these questions. 
Inselecting the novels for study, I have considered 
first of all only those novels written by Americans about 
political activities, ideas, or personages in the United States. 
Secondly, the novels discussed here have time-spans contem-
p orary at least at some p oint with the lives of their authors 
so that the (non-contemporary) historical novel is eliminated. 
Novels which do not deal with politics but which have merely 
help ed to bring about political action, such as Uncle Tom's 
Cabin, h a ve not been included. These delimitations only 
indic a te the boundaries of this dissertation and are not 
intended to set up a definition of a genre. Efforts to 
create rigid classifications to distinguish the political novel 
from the economic, the social, the proletarlan and other re-
lated types are likely not only to be unsuccessful but to de-
tract from an understanding of the develo•Jment of the novel 
rather than to add to it. As I have indi.c a.ted, then, I have 
5 
not been interested so much in a precise ca talog of political 
novels and their contents a s in the progression of political 
idea s through the -pages of the American novel a.nd in a samp -
ling broad enough to arrive at a formulation of these ideas. 
To the best of my knowledge, all of those novels indisputably 
1 political have been considered; some in which the political 
element is obviously minor (such as James Kirke Paulding's 
t wo novels, Koningsmarke and Westward Ho!) are also included 
bec ause they contain comments or scenes or characters which 
seemed pertinent to this study. Of tha t vast middle c.l a ss 
where precise distinctions (particularly as between the economic 
or nolitic Bl novel) would lead only to h a irsplitting, I have 
tried to include all. 
Al though I start with the beginning of politica l fic-
tion in Americ a , 2 the focu s of this dissertation is uuon the 
nineteenth century, which witnessed in its latter years the rise 
and decline of the Populist movement. Apart from the usual 
inevitable inability to stop the flow of influences and ideas by 
the fixing of arbitrary dates, I was faced with the prospect, if 
1However, not every Utopian novel is included. Be-
c e.use of the plethora of Utopias in this century and the repe-
tition in subject matter and treatment I have included only a 
reasonably extensive sampling. For a detailed study of the 
Utopian novel see Vernon Louis Parrington, Jr., Americ an Dreams: 
A Study of American Utopias (Providence, Rhode Island: Brown 
University, 1947). 
2This enta ils the inclusion of the eighteenth century 
"novels 11 of Francis Hopkinson and Jeremy Belknap. 
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I concluded sharply at 1900, of eliminating a rather extra-
ordinary and pertinent group of novels which appeared in the 
early years of the new century. Most of the political novels 
between 1900 and 1908 such as those of Upton Sinclair and 
Jack London corroborate their composition dates with their 
social and Dolitical orientation--and even their literary form; 
they belong without question to the twentieth century. But 
there is a rather astonishingly large group of novels on a 
single subject--the political boss--which appear during these 
years and which I have included in this study because they seem 
to exhibit a composite of nineteenth century ideological forces 
which previous to 1900 had been kept separate, at least in the 
political novel: I mean that they contain the ideas of equali-
ty, of the preference of "the common man" over the gentleman, 
of humanitarianism, and of the evils of big business but they 
combine these ideas with the Darwin-S~encer-Alger "survival of 
the fittest" theory which previous novelists had condemned, 
applied as it was to the ascendancy of the business man. Al-
though re a lism is used extensively, these ideas are clothed pre-
dominantly in the romantic garments of the old domestic senti-
mental novel. They are not of course isolated from twentieth 
century influences, but their anachronistic aspects make them 
a fitting conclusion to a consideration of the nineteenth 
century novel. 
Besides this special group, a few other novels written 
after nineteen hundred have been included simply because, 
though bearing later publication dates, they are actually part 
·7 
or earlier movements. Thus Elizabeth Higgins's Out or the 
West (1902) and Mary Dillon's The Leader are definitely 
populist novels and belong with the discussion of that move-
ment. 
Inasmuch as the political novel itself is an arbit-
rary classification, I have tried to resist subdivisions 
which seem even more artificial. At the same time, however, 
some ready gulde to the novels discussed here and to their 
political content may be useful. Therefore I have p laced at 
the end of each chapter a list of the political novels used 
in the prepera tion of that chapter. 
PART ONE 
DECLINE OF THE SCHOLAR-GENTLEMAN-STATES~~N: 
THE PROTEST AGAINST MATERIALISM, 1774-1890 
CHAPTER I 
CRITICS OF A NEW DrodOCRAGY, 1774-1850 
Pioneers in Political Fiction: 
Francis Hopkinson and Jeremy Belknap 
The political novel in the eighteenth century was not 
the most common nor the most effective form of politic8l crit-
icism in America. During the Revolution and the days of the 
Confederacy the pamphlet was the form most often chosen by 
propagandists, although political poetry was f a r from uncom-
mon.1 The rarity of the political novel is not surprising. 
In the first place the English novel itself was even younger 
than the century (Robinson Crusoe appea red in 1719) and Field-
ing, Smollett and Richardson were not producing novels until 
the forties. Although English novels did circula te in the 
2 
colonies to some extent, it is likely that the problems in-
volved in creating a nation and taming a wilderness left 
little time for the kind of widespread reading among the mid-
dle and upper middle classes upon which the novel flourishes. 
1Notably that of the Hartford Wits and Philip Freneau. 
2To what extent, it seems difficult to determine. Carl 
Van Doren writes that English novels "had little vogue" in the 
colonies in these years (The American Novel: 1789-1939 [New 
York: The Macmillan Company, 1940], p. 3) whereas Alexander 
Cowie cites examples to illustrate that "the novel was reason-
abl-y well known 11 here (The Rise of the American Novel [New 
York: American Book Company, 1951], p. 4). 
9 
10 
Perhaps an even greater deterrent to the creation of a native 
American fiction was the constant threat to writers of being 
charged with corrupting the public morals.1 The first American 
novelists were not unnaturally, therefore, very careful to 
provide in their books both the excitement necessary to insure 
wide circulation and the moral lessons essential to forestall 
criticism. These were, in fact, the stapl e ingredients of 
the sentimenta l novel, which was the most popular type of 
e arly Americ an f iction. 
Most critics like to think of William Hil l Brown's The 
Power of Sympathy (1789) as the first American nove1. 2 This 
appeared, however, fifteen years after the public a tion of the 
first piece of political fiction--Francis Hopkinson's A Pretty 
Story in 1774.3 Moses Coit Tyler, noting the fact that the 
date and place of publication coincided with the meeting of 
1van Doren, op. cit., p. 4; and Cowie, on . cit., pp . 4-5. 
2The controversy over the identifica tion of the first 
American nove1 is summarized by Professor Edward Wagenknecht 
in Cava1cade of the Americ an Novel (New York: Henry Ho1t and 
Comuany , 1952) , p n . 1-2. Professor Wagenkne cht ~laces Jeremy 
Be1knan 1s The Foresters with the early h i s toric aJ novels (Van 
Doren ca l ls it an "allegory" [ ot' . cit., -;). 5] and Cowie refers 
to it e.s a ""D oli tic a 1 romance" [on . cit. p . 29]). On the 
basis of Professor Wagenknech t's classifi ca tion it is entitled 
to su :•e rsede the c laim of The Power of Sympa t hy to being t he 
first nove l ; for, a lthough it wa s pub lished in book form in 
1792, the da t e generally cited for it, it appe ared serially 
as e arly as 1787 in The Columbian Magazine. 
3 No one h a s of fered A Pretty Story as a. c andidate for 
the first Americ an novel, even though it is simila r in form to 
The Foresters. It has bee n called "a ry olitical s a tire t aking 
the fo rm of a l legory" (Cowie, on . cit. , p . 9) end "an allegory 
which lie s nea rly as close to i'iction a s to hi s tory" (Van Doren, 
on . cit • , u • 5 ) . 
the First Continental Congress, ·h a s devised the following 
dramatic account of the place of the book in Revolutionary 
history: 
11 
On Monday morning, the fifth of Sep tember, 1774, four-
and-forty respectable gentlemen, mostly strangers to one 
another, but representing twelve "colonies and provinces 
in North America" quietly made their way into Carpenters' 
Hall, in Philadelphia, and there sitting down together 
began "to consult upon the present state of the colonies, 
and the miseries to which they are and must be reduced, by 
the operation of certain acts of parliament respecting 
America, and to deliberate and determine upon wise and 
proper measures to be by them recommended to all the col-
onies, for the recovery and establishment of their just 
rights and liberties, civil and religious, and the resto-
ration of union and harmony be tween Gree. t Britain and the 
colonies, most ardently desired by all good men." Thus 
came into life the first Continental Congress, Rnd with it 
the permanent poli tice.l union of the American people. As 
to the task set before those four-and-forty gentlemen, no 
graver one was ever undertaken since the world began. 
As they C8me out from that hall of anxious delibera-
tion, some of them may have found, on stenping into Mr. 
John Dunlap's shory not far away , a l ively-looking little 
book, just come from the urinter's hands, in which book, 
under the veil of playful allego~J , they could read in a 
few minutes a graphic and indeed a quite tremendous his-
tory of the vely events that h ad brought them together 
in that place. 
Thomas Jefferson was one of those who bought a copy--but not 
from Mr. Dunlap. He was able to get one printed the same year 
in Williamsburg, the colonial capital of Virginia and a center 
2 for early revolutionary activity. 
Although A Pretty Story purported to be by one Peter 
Grievous, Esquire, we may assume that it did not take long 
1Tyler, The Literar Revolution: 
1763-1783 (New York: 279. 
2Jefferson's cooy, printed by John Pinkney, is in the 
Library of Congress. 
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for word to get around the city that its true author was Fran-
cis Hopkinson and that this knowledge rather augmented than 
diminished its popularity (there were three printings of it 
in 1774). Hopkinson, the son of an eminent Philadelphia law-
yer, h8.d been given the best colonial educ a tion of his day, 
an education crowned by a sojourn in England, where he was en-
terta ined in the best society. Upon his return to America he 
married a wealthy New Jersey heiress and bec ame a resident of 
that ste te. I n 1774 he was ms.de mandamus councilor for New 
Jersey, a Crown appointment. With this background it would 
not h ave been surprising had he become a Tory; but, whatever 
the reason, he turned his back on the Tories with the publica-
tion of A Pretty Story. In 1775 he was a member of the Sec-
ond Continental Congress and in 1776 signed the Declaration 
of Independence. Throughout the war his witty pamphlets and 
poems brought cheer and encouragement to the colonials. 
A Pretty Story is not a revolutionary document; it 
belongs to that period in history when the colonials had still 
not given up the hope that their grievances might be redressed 
and amity restored. In f act, it was not until after the Sec-
ond Continente.l Congress had convened in 1775 that talk of 
actual separ a tion was he a rd. Hopkinson's purpose in this 
book, therefore, is merely to outline the events which led up 
to the convening of the First Continental Congress; he offers 
no solution and pleads for no specific course of action. The 
allegory is simple and readily understandable even to the modern 
13 
reader; the dramatis personae include the nobleman (king), 
the nobleman's wife (Parliament), the steward (the Prime Min-
ister) and the children who went to live on the new f a rm (the 
Americ ans). "Once upon a time [Hopkinson begins], a great 
while a go, there lived a certa.in n obleman, who had long pos-
sessed a very valuable farm, and had a grea t number of child-
ren and grandchildren."1 After a brief history of the devel-
opment of the English Constitution, he continues: 
Now it came to pass that this nobleman had, by some means 
or other, obtained a right to an immense tract of wild 
uncultivated 2ountry at a vast distance from his mansion 
house • . . • 
In process of time ..• some of his children, more 
stout and enterprising than the rest, requested leave of 
their3father to go and settle on this distant tract of land. 
The father assures the children that they will retain all 
their filial benefits in return for Which the children are 
to get all of their merchandise from him. But as in many a 
story, the children are undone by the father's wife; in this 
case, the nobleman's wife proves to be, not a mother, but a 
"mother-in-law. 11 For she ''began to cast an avaricious eye 
upon the new settlers."4 
••• [S]he first issued an edict setting forth, that 
whereas the tailors of her family were greatly injured 
1All page numbers refer to the 1857 edition of A 
Pretty Story, published under the title of The Old Farm-
and the New Farm (New York: Dana and Company) which contains 
an introduction and notes explaining the allegory by Benson J. 
Lossing. 
2p. 19. 
3p. 26. 4Ibid. 
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by the people of the new fa~n, inasmuch as they presumed 
to make their own clothes whereby the said tailors were 
deprived of the benefit of their custom; it was therefore 
ordained that for the future the new settlers would not 
be permitted to have amongst them any shears or scissors 
larger than a certain fixed size. In consequence of this 
our adventurers were c~npelled to have their clothes made 
by their father's tailors: but out of regard to the old 
gentleman, they patiently submitted to this grievance. 
More and more restrictions are placed on the children in or-
der to limit them to agrarian pursuits and make them buy their 
goods from the children on the old farm. Although the noble-
man is not intentionally bad to his children, he is getting 
old and is forced to turn the management of his affairs over 
to the real vi J. lain of the piece--the steward. 
Now the steward h ad debauched his wife, and by that means 
gained an entire ascendancy over her. She no longer delib-
erated what would most benefit either the old farm or the 
new; but said and did whatever the steward pleased. Nay 
so much was she influenced by him that she could neither 
utter Ay or No but as he directed. For he had cunningly 
persuaded her that it was very fashionable for women to 
wear padlocks on their lips, and that he was sure they 
would become her exceedingly. He therefore fastened a pad-
lock to each corner of her mouth; when the one was open, 
she could only say 2Ay; and when the other was loosed, could only cry No. 
Feeling runs higher and higher at the new farm against the 
steward and the nobleman's wife until the children, having 
p le a ded with their father to redress their grievances, decide 
not to trade at their father's shop anymore. All the taxes are 
then withdrawn e xcept for the tax on water grue 1. i/hen the 
wagons of water gruel a rrive, J ack bre aks up the c a sks and 
destroys the ca rgo. Hopkinson concludes: 
1P. 27. 2pp. 30-31. 
A pa dl ock put upon Jack's gate to punish him had little 
effect, for his neighbors helped him by handing supplies 
15 
to him over the garden wall. These h a rsh and unconstitu-
tiona l proceedings irritated Jack and the other inhabitants 
of the new f a rm to such a degree th1.1 t . . . c aetera desunt. 
The denouement wa s to be sup:n lied by the Continental Congress. 
The fact that A Pretty Story went into three printings 
within a year attests to its popularity. Having served well 
in one war, it was refurbished, illustrated and annotated, and 
issued again in 1857 and in 1864 in order 11 to revive the spirit 
of the Continental Congress and of 1 76," as Lossing puts it. 
"What was true then, is true now: United we stand, divided we 
fall." 1 
The Whigs were fortunate to have on their side one of 
the most versatile men of the day--a man who was musician, 2 
painter, lawyer, merchant, quasi-novelist, and poet. His The 
Battle of the Kegs is one of the wittiest poetical efforts of 
the Revolution. After the war, he followed the inclinations 
of his cla ss and joined the Federa lists in support of the Con-
stitution. His aristocratic bias, sublimated as he joined his 
fellowmen in common attack upon the British, became evident in 
his Federalist pamphlets. In the allegorica l "The New Roof" 
the writing of the Constitution becomes the building of a new 
1Hopkinson, A Pretty Story, Introd~ p. 4. 
2Ho pkinson has be en given credit for writing the first 
American song. See Colonial Dames Committee on Historical 
Rese arch, "The First American Song, 'My Days Have Been So 
Wondrous Free'"; also , Osca r George Theodore Sonneck , "The 
First Ame r ican Composer--Hopkinson or Lyon?" MusicRl America, 
XXXVII (1923), 9. 
16 
roof for "a certa i n Mansion-house which was observed to be in 
a very b ad condition, and quite insufficient for the ~urpose 
1 
of p rotection from the inclemencies of the weather." The 
anti-federalists are represented by Mar gery t he Midwife, who 
is described as "of intriguing spirit, of a restless and in-
vetera te temper, fond of tattle, and a great mischief-maker."2 
He continues his support of the Constitution--it is rather an 
attack on those who object to it--in another narrative, "Objec-
tions to the Proposed Plan of a Federa l Government for the 
United States on Genuine Principles." The objectors here are 
described a s a group of convicts who meet to make various sug-
gestions for i mprovenent of the Gonsti tution and who a fterward 
restune "their daily occupation of cleaning the streets and 
common s ewers."3 
At the interment of Jeremy Belknap t h e Rev. John 
Thornton Kirkland described Belknap's contribution to his 
country in the following words: 
Whilst the church is deprived of a distinguished Minister; 
the Republic of letters of an accomplished Scholar and 
Writer, the country mourns a Patriot. Ever a strenuous 
assertor of the rights of the colonies in speech and writ-
ing, and a warm friend of the revolution, which accom-
plished the independence of the United States; he was also 
a decided advocate and supporter of th e governme nts of 
our own choice, which succeeded and of the constitution 
1Honkinson, The Miscellaneous Essays and Occasional 
W~itirigs, r : 282. 
2Ibid., p . 285. 3rbid., ~ . 335. 
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for the States in Union, which he co n sidered the bulwark 
of our n a tional security and welfare ••.• 
Actua ted by public spirit, and , viewing i t the duty of 
every citizen to throw his whole we ight into the scale on 
the side of l aw and order, he was e a rnest in his wishes 
a nd prayers for the g overnment of the country, an d in 
critica l periods, too~ an open a n d unequivocal, and as rar 
as p rofessiona l priva te duties a llowed, a n a ctive part. 
The son of a well-to-do furrier, Belkn ap wa s educ s ted 
at Boston La tin School an d Ha rva rd, a fter which h e entered the 
ministry. Like Hopkinson, he allied himself with the colonists 
during the Revolution, despite close ties with Tories, and 
l a ter beca me a Federa list. He is the author of a number of 
now-forgotten theologica l works and of the uncompleted American 
Biog raphy; his History of New Hampshire (1784-92) is usually 
considered his major litera r y effort. In 1787 he combined his 
historic a l and didactic interests and wrote a politica l allegory 
in which he tried to convince his countrymen of the virtues of 
a strong central government a nd the vices of too much p opular 
control. The Foresters, published first seriall y i n The 
Co lumbi an Maga zine and in book form in 1792 and 1796, 2 is rem-
iniscent o f A Pretty Story, a.l th ou gh the e 1legory is much more 
deta iled a n d the time-span is greater in the fo rmer; a nd , 
whe re a. s Hopkinson uses only narration, Belknap attempts some 
dramatization by having his characters s pe ak directly. In 
111Sermon a t the Interment of the Reverend Jere my Bel-
knap, D. D., 11 Hazard Pamphlets, XCI, 1. 
2The 1792 version concludes with the adoption of the 
America n Constitution; in the later edition , Belknap includes 
the period of' the French Revolution and th e activities of the 
French foreign min ister, Genet, in this country. 
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The Foresters John Bull (England) is the possessor of a for-
est in which his domestics decide to settle. The first to ob-
tain a lease is Wa lter Pipeweed · (Raleigh), who t akes a wife 
(Virginia). 111/fuo knows," muses Pipeweed, 'What trea.sures the 
land itself may contain--perbaps some rich minest--then I am 
made for this world--I shall be as rich as Lord Strut [Spain]. nl 
As in A Pretty Story the allegory denounces the increasing 
power of Mr. Bull's wife, or Parliament,--"petticoat-government," 
Belknap calls it--and the wrongs which Pipeweed, Codline (Mass-
achusetts) and the other settlers suffer at the hands of John 
Bull' s steward (the prime minister). The Revolutionary War is 
described as a series of lawsuits, with the big verdict in 
f a vor of the f oresters rendered at Saratoga. In places the 
allegory breaks down because of metaphorical inconsistencies. 
For examp le, the early Confederation is described in terms of 
a clock with one bell and thirteen separe. te mechanisms, the 
keys to which are kept in the separate family mansions. But 
when the clock is thrown out, its substitute is a plan called 
the fiddle. Those for the plan are called fiddlers, those 
against it, anti-fiddlers. 2 
1 P. 6. References are to the 1792 edition. 
2P. 189. "Feder alists" was the name taken by those who 
favored adoption of the Constitution. AlthoL~h the name was 
first used by those who opposed the Constitution to indicate 
their opposition to nationalism, the adoption of it by the con-
serva tives forced their opponents to take the name "anti-
federalistsn (Homer Carey Hockett, Political and Social Growth 
of the American Peo le: 1 92-186 [New York: The Macmillan 
Company, 19 
Belkna p is even more conservative than Hopkinson in 
his post-Revolutionary views. Vfuereas Hopkinson tried to 
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justify such measures as the exclusion of a bill or rights by 
contending that these rights were already guaranteed to the 
people under the new Constitution, 1 Belknap makes a bare-
f a ced defense of inequality. The Confederation is weak, Bel-
knap indica.tes, because i t is based on the socia.l contract 
idea, which supposes all men to be good--and to be e qual. But 
the p eo ple should recognize tht?.t natural e quality is destroyed 
''by a thous a nd causes which exist in nature and in society. 112 
"Now if there is in f a ct such an inequality existing 
among us, why should we act as if no such thing existed? 
We have tried the beaver scheme of partnership long 
enough, and find it will not do. Let us then adopt the 
practice of another kind of industrious animals which we 
have among us--Let us imitat~ the bees, who are governed 
by one supreme head • • • . " 
Triumphing over opposition, the fiddlers are successful in 
getting the new plan adopted, and George (Washington) is chosen 
1see "The New Roof," Miscellaneous Essays. 
2The Foresters, p. 185. 
3 . i 86 11 Th t Op. c t., p . 1 • e movement for he Constitution 
found its supporters, in short, among the c onservB.ti ves who at-
tributed the commotions of the time to an 'e xcess of democracy,' 
as Gerry phra sed it, and desired to chec k these evils and pro-
mote b u siness i n terests. 'rhe Philadelphia Convention was com-
p osed of men of the class that rnB.de the majorities in the sta te 
legislE•.tures which chose them; it contained no representatives 
of the wage-earning and small-farming elements, for the one 
had no vote and the other was in the minority in the sta te as-
semblies. The framers of the Constitution had the bias of the 
old governing class, and came to Philadelphia to do on the scale 
of the nation what they had already done in the sta tes. Their 
ideal was not government by the people" (Hockett, op. cit., 
p . 206). 
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as chief stewa rd. Since then the foresters have prosp ered ex-
e xcep t for the development of a new species of rats (the s~ ec­
ula tors), who j ump up on the t a b l es and snatch me a t off -peop le's 
p l a tes. 
Thus Hopkinson and Belknap define the sides i n the 
centu r y -long battle between aristocrats who wished to confine 
control of the government to a few and the masses of people 
who wished to broaden it. 
Compared with the wit of A Pretty Story, the satire of 
The Foresters seems heavy-handed and ponderous. Whe reas Hopkin-
son invested his leading figures--the nobleman, his wife, the 
steward, a.n d the children--with enough life to make them seem 
like cha racters in a domestic drama, Belknap never manages to 
make Mr. Bull or Mr. Lewis (France), or Humphrey Ploughshare 
(Connecticut) , more tha.n mere pe rs onifica tions of geographical 
names. If allegory does not do more than this--if the rea der, 
in order to ke e~ the story straight, must always i~medi8tely 
trans p ose, must read Fran ce for Mr. Lewis--there is no purpose 
in writing it. Straight history wil l do just a s well. The 
value of historic a l allegory lies in the creation of emotionally-
charged chara cters which will sustain the reader's interest and 
enlist him in the support of the ideas or groups they repre-
sent. In this Belknap failed where Hopkinson succeeded. In-
stead of historica l allegory, The Foresters is rather a his-
tory, annoying to the reader bec ause it is written in a code 
which must be deciphered. 
Hugh Henry Brackenridge 
MOdern Chivalry, the several volumes of which were 
published between 1792 and 1815, is the first undisputable 
1 American political novel. In it its author, Hugh Henry 
Brackenridge, records the political problems confronting 
an educated nsn at this tirm in American history. During 
the Revolution, merchants, la n:ied gentry, ra dica ls, and 
agrarians had all united against the Tories and had ex-
pelled the British. After the war, a political realign-
ment found merchants, speculators, credi tors, lawyers, 
former army officers, and clergymen allied under the Fed-
2 
eralist label and generally favorable to a strong central 
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governm9nt, while ana 11 farmers, debtors, and the planters 
of the Virginia Piedmont rallied to the anti-Fede~ list 
cause.3 Conservative elenents were terrified in 1786 by 
the uprising of a gr rup of farmers in Massachusetts under 
the leadership of Daniel Shays, a revolt provoked by recent 
incarcerations of large numbers of farmers for debt and 
non-payment of taxes. The Federalists consequently drafted 
a Constitution Which provided for a federal government with 
power enough to control such outbreaks. Jefferson, Patrick 
1Royall Tyler's ·The Algerine Capti.v.e ( 1797} has 
political implications but, beyond pleading for an .. end to 
paying tribute to Algiers, it does not relate specifically 
to poli tics. Tyler is primarily concerned with pointing 
out the inhunsn treat:rrent of slaves. 
2samuel Eliot Morison and Henry ~tee le Commager, The 
Growth of the .American Republic (3rd ed.; New York, Oxforcr-
University Press, 1942), 1, 181. 
3xlockett, op. cit., p. 218. 
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Henry and other Piedmont Virginia planters along with Mass-
achuaetts farmers and Pennsylvania pioneers worked for a 
plan which would safeguard states 1 rights an:l civil liber-
ties. During Washington's administration, Hamilton, with 
his espousal of a United Sta tea Bank, a high tariff and 
other fi sea 1 poll tics which generally favored banking and 
1 
shipping interests, became the leader of the conservatives 
or Federalists, while the opposition--which, because of 
1 ts anti-m9rcantile b:1a s, now included the Virginia 'l'ide-
water planters--united behind Jefferson and in a few years 
2 became the Republican party. 
The French Revolution, which began in 1789, also had 
its effect on poll ti ca 1 alliances in this country. At the 
outset, it was a revolt by moderates against monarchy and 
was widely applauded in the United States because of its 
ideological similarity to the A:rrerican Revolution. Washing-
ton graciously accepted from Lafayette the key of the Bas-
tille as a "•token of the victory gained by liberty.rtt3 But 
after further monarchical plots and an uprising of workers 
who bad not been given voting privileges under the new con-
s ti tu tion, an era of violence began which caused many Ameri-
cans, and especially Federalists, to withdraw their approval. 
1Morison and Commager, op. ' cit., p. 220. 
2Tb1s party eventually became today's Democratic Party. 
3cba rles A. and IVIary R. Beard, Tl:le Rise · of American 
Civilization (New York, The Macmillan co., 1930), p. 360. 
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Those who disagreed with the Federalists were denounced as 
Jacobins1 and were reminded of the dire results of levelling 
in Fra nee. 
It is possible, without any detailed knowledge of 
the political history of that day, to read Modern .Chivalry 
as a delightfully humorous picaresque novel. The travels of 
Captain John Farrago and his Sancho Panza, Teague 0 1 Regan, 
while they acquaint the reader with the crude life of the 
frontier West of the Alleghenies as well as with a little of 
the more sophisticated life of Philadelphia, form the frame-
work for a satire, not only on local, sm. te anQ. national poli-
tics, but on the ministry, learned societies, the press, duel-
ing, and the legal profession as well. But to approach this 
work with the expectation of finding an organized piece of 
fiction with a consistent political point of view is only 
to be disappointed. For it is really a series of episodes 
involving the Captain and Teague written by Brackenridge for 
the purposes, first, of justifying his political be l iefs; 
secondly, of serving him as a therapeutic following political 
disappointments; and finally, of educating his fellow citi-
zens so that they would perform their proper roles as voters 
in a democracy. It is full of inconsistencies, as Cowie 
points outf but what seems an inconsistency is due, in many 
cases to changes in.his think~ngover _ a twenty::-year period. 
1John Allen Krout and Dixon Ryan Fox, The Completion 
of Independence: 17~~1830, V0l. V of A Eistorl of American 
Lite (New York, . The cm111an Co., 19l.W.J , . p. 15 • _ . 
- 2 . 
Op. cit., p. 53· 
Attempts to determine Whether or not Brackenridge was a dem-
ocrat and whether he is satirizing democracy or denouncing 
it demand that his beliefs be placed in the context of the 
politics of his day. The use of such terms as "democracy" 
outside tmir historical context is likely to be meaningless. 
Most critics concluie tmt Brackenridge was a dEmocrat, and 
he na kes the claim himself. But what did it mean to be a 
democrat in 1790 or in 1800, and what did Brackenridge mean 
by the term? 
Most discussions of Modern Cb.ivalry presuppose a 
planned, complete whole, when actually t~e novel is about as 
planned and organized as a diary. In fact, it is essentially 
a diary--the poll t1 ca 1 diary ar journal of a man constantly 
involved in the political life of his day; and in order to 
have justice done to it and to its author, it must be read 
as reaction to and commentary upon Brackenridge's political 
experiences. The first three volumes, published in 1792 and 
1793 were evoked by Brackenridge's d isa ppointment a.t his 
being rejected as the candidate from his district to the Con-
stitutional ratifying convention in 1787 in favor of William 
Findley, a fe l low legislator and forroor weaver. The next 
volume, published in 1797, ref l ects Brackenridge's involved 
-
role in the Whiskey Rebellion in 1794. The critic ism of 
Brackenridge in the press and the attacks of radicals on the 
judiciary gave rise to the composition of the episcde which 
appeared in 1804 (Volume I, Part II). Part II, Volume II 
(1805) continues the sat ire on the same subje et DB tter and in 
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addition assails Jefferson's economic policies. In 1815 
the entire work was published w1 th addi t1 onal satire on those 
who wanted to reform the Constitution as well as general ob-
serva tiona on a variety of subjects. 
The virtues of organization and cons latency, then, 
which must be denied Modern ChivalrY, are compensated for by 
its i mmediate involvement w.ith contemporary political affairs. 
1 Brackenridge has been commended for objectivity when more 
than any other poli t leal writer who eons s to mind his poll ti-
cal opinions are influenced, and in many cases produced, by 
his personal political fortunes. ~e interest in Captain 
Farrago's journeys pales beside the fascination for the reader 
in following the pol it ica 1 peregrim tiona of one of the most 
intelligent and controversial political and literary figures 
of his day. 
Early life and political activities,--Born in Scot-
land, Brackenridge moved with his family when he was five to 
a Pennsylvania frontier farm. Here he managed to obtain some 
schooling and by the time he was fifteen was engaged as a 
teacher. 2 Within five years he enrolled at Princeton, where 
he established friendships with James Madison and Philip 
Freneau, Who joined him in or~nizing the Whig Literary Soci-
ety.3 After his .gradtatioi:l, he became the master of an 
1Robert E. Spiller at al. (eds.), Literary History of 
the United States, I, 179. 
_ 
2Hugh Henry Brackenridge, MOO.ern Chivalry, ed. Claude 
M. Newlin (New York, Arrerican Book co., 19"57), p. x. 
3rbid., pp. x-xi. 
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academy at Princess Anne, Maryland. In support of the Revo-
lutionary cause he wrote sooh dramatic plays for his pupils 
as "The Battle of Bunkers-Hill" am "The Death of General 
Montgonery." After a period as army chapl~ain (he bad read 
Divinity upon his graduation from Princeton), Brackenridge 
-
went to Philad.elphia to found the United States Maepzine, in 
whose pages he emerges in the role he playeu later in Modern 
Chivalry--that of self-appointed mentor to backwoods Pennsyl-
vania. In the first issue (January, 1779) he wrote: 
We regard it as our great happiness in these United States, 
that the path to office and preferment, lies .open to every 
inaividual. The mechanic of the city, or the husbandman 
who ploughs his farm by the ri ver's bank, has it in his 
power to become, one day, the first mgistrate of his 
respective commonwealth, or to fill a seat in the Conti-
nental Congress. This happy circumstance lays an obliga-
tion upon every individual to exert a double industry to 
qualify himself for the great trust which rrs.y, one day, 
be reposed in him. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The honest husbandrrs.n who reads this publication will 
rapidly improve in every kind of knowledge. He will be 
shortly capable to arbitrate the differences that may 
arise amongst his neighbors. He will be qualified to 
be a Magistrate. He will appear a proper person to be 
appointed Sheriff of his county. He will be equal to 
the task of legislation. He will be cape ble of any 
office to which the gales 1 of popularity amongst his countrymen may raise him. 
Permps the rigors of wartime were not conducive to the sue-
cess of such a literary enterprise; perhaps mechanics and 
husbandmen were not interested in such education. At any 
rate, the collapse of this undertaking at the end of the year 
was Brackenridge's first disappointment in his lifelong 
1Hugh Henry Brackenridge . (ed.), The United States 
Magazine (Philadelphia, 1779), I, 9-10. 
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struggle to uplift the or ,dinary A:rmrican citizen. Turning 
then to the sttdy of the l aw, he was admitted to practice in 
the court of common pleas in Philadelphia in 1780 and in 1781 
went to Pittsburgh, then a small, rough frontier settlement. 
His politics 1 career be &an in 1786 with his election 
to the state assembly on a platform which included a promise 
to support a bi 11 allowing farne rs to pl. y for their la rrl in 
state certif icates of indebtedness. This was a crucial 
issue with the far:rre rs; for faced with deflationary demands 
of l:a nkers, money-lenders, and specula tors, they were finding 
1 it more and more difficult to PlY their debts. After his 
election, however, Brackenridge changed his mind, refused to 
support such a bill, and added to the rage of his constituents 
by speaking out in favor of Robert Morris, the Superintendent 
of Finance during the Revolution, and in favor of Morris's 
2 
ere a tion, the Bank of North A.ne rica. Why did Brackenridge 
em nge his mind on the is sues which were of most importance 
to the people of his county? In his explanation in the Pitts-
burgh Gazette he stated that he felt himself always bound to 
serve the best interests of the people ~nd assured his con-
stituents that, were they as well-informed as he on the sub-
jects, they would agree that he was right.3 The more Bracken-
ridge tried . to justify himself,. the less he was believed; 
1 Morison and Commager, op. c i t., pp. 158-9. 
2
claude M. Newlin, The Life ·and Writing s of Hu~h Henry 
Brackenridge (Princeton, Princeton University Press, 1 32), p. 78. 
3Ibid., p. 84. 
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it doubtless appeared to the people in his district that he 
had come under the influence of easterners in the legislature 
whose governn:enta 1 and economic philosophies were more con-
genial to his own. Another influence on his decision may 
have been Shays's Rebellion, which began between the time of 
his election and his appearance in Philadelphia in November, 
1786.1 
Brackenridge' s s ta nd on the s e is sues largely over-
aha dowed the work he did on other bills whose passage was 
vital to the West. He introduced a bill to set aside land 
for an academy; he was strongly opposed to a treaty with Spain 
which would have prohibited the use of the Mississippi to -
American shippers; he worked on a committee which was to draw 
up a bill providing that land titles wculd be issued only to 
people actually living on the land--a protection of squatters 
against speculators. 
The final blow to his popularity in the West came when 
--
in 1787 he supported the new Federal Constitution during the 
debe te in the _ assemb~~ _on th~ a~thor:l_za tion of a _ state _ ratifying 
1 This was a rebellion of Massachusetts mechanics, 
laborers, and farrmrs led by a respectable former army man, 
C8 ptain Daniel Sbays, to force the state legislature to act 
on their .grievances, which included objections "to the mode 
of taxation and of paying the State debt; the method of re-
presentation; the existence of _ the State Senate; lawyers and 
their bigb. fees.t_ and the lack of a circulating medium" (James 
Truslow Adams, ~ne March of -Democracy, Vol. I, The Rise _of 
the Union [New York: Uharles Scribner's Sons, 1933], p .. 152). 
When the legislature did not aqt, the rebels, in the fall of _ 
1787, used force to close the courts which were considering 
suits against these debtors and whose decisions were resulting 
in the loss of farms and shops. After further violence in 
1787, the state legislature sent an army to crush the revolt 
(ibid.). 
convention. These backwoodsmen had recently fought a war 
against a strong government aoo against a Parliament which 
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was not chosen by them and which did not represent them. Be-
cause of the relatively liberal Pennsylvania constitution, they 
now bad a large voice in state affairs. But they were being 
asked to approve a docum:mt which provided for another strong 
centra 1 government--a system which would include a Senate, re-
moved from popular control; a President who would have some-
wl::e t broad powers, including control of the Army, and who 
would also be removed from popular choice; and a ~upreme Court 
whose members would be appointed for life. 
Brackenridge played a prominent role in support of 
the bill 'Which called for a ratifying convention. Included 
among his op ponents were the ex-weaver, William Findley, who 
had also opposed him on the debt-relief issue, and all of the 
· other members of the assembly from the three southwest coun-
ties of Pennsylvania •1 The session was a stormy one. After 
the assembly voted to call a ratifying convention, Findley 
and the eighteen others who bad voted against the question 
left the assembly so that lack of a quorum would prevent 
transaction of rusiness concerning convention details. The 
sergeant-at-arms and a clerk were dispatched to induce them 
to return, and with the assistance of some Philadelphia citi-
zens two of the members were found and forced back into the 
chamber. In the . dis cuss ion . th~ t followed . concerning the right 
1Ne.wlin, o · · cit 92 p. • ' p. • 2 ' :td f!?__., p. 90. 
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of the assembly to force these men to stay a~ ins t their will, 
Brackenridge stated, in part: 
.•• But if the Member has oeen conducted by the citi-
zens of Philadelphia to his seat in the legislature and 
they have not treated him with the respect and veneration 
he deserves, it must lie with him to obtain satisfaction, 
but not with us. The gentleman by answering to his name, 
when the roll was called, acknowledged ,himself present, 
and forms a part of the House. Well, ~ir, I conceive the 
question is, what is to be done now he _ is here --for how 
he came rere, can form no part of our enquiry, whether 
his friends brought him (and I should think they could 
not be his enemies, who yruld compel him to do his duty, 
and avoid wrong) •.•• 
Brackenridge wrote :later in the Pittsburgh Gazette: 
There can be no doubt but that it was in tm power of 
the house, to have dispatched the sergeant-at-arms for 
the refractory members who were absent, and tbi t it was 
in the power of the house to ~ve fined and imprisoned 
them for this contempt • • • • 
The action of the Pennsylvania legislature is noteworthy for 
the short length of time (five weeks) it gave to the people 
to inform themselves on this measure and to elect delega tea to 
a rat if~ing convention, 3 and . it was Br~ cken~dge who J?roposed 
1806), 
1 . Ibid., pp. 90-91. 
2H. H. Brackenridge, Gazette .Publications (Carlisle, 
p. 57. 
3Morison and Commager write (op. cit., pp. 181-2): 
"In Pennsylvania they [the Federalists] rushed through the . 
election of a state convention before the Anti-federalists 
had time to stir up their natural supporters, the Gernan far-
mers and Scotch-Irish frontiersmen. 1' See ala o Charles and 
Mary Beard (6~. cit., p. 331): "When for example, certain 
opponents ofhe Constitution in the ~ennsylvania legislature 
sought to win time for deliberation by leaving their seats and 
breaking the quorum, a federalist mob invaded their lodgings, 
dragged them through the streets, and pushed them back into 
the assembly room. Applauded by the victors, the vote was 
tmn taken and the election of delegates to the state ratify-
ing convention was fixed at a date onl y five weeks ahead, re-
ducing to the minimum the period allowed for taking 'the 
solemn judgment of the people.'" 
1 
the date in a motion to the assembly. 
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As he did after he had voted against the debt-relief 
n:easure, Brackenridge now set about to convince his consti-
tuents that he was right, and the pages of the Pittsburgh 
Gazette teemed with his prose and verse in support of the 
2 Constitution. All that was needed, he felt, was proper edu-
cation. But the people proved to be slow of learning; for 
after Brackenridge 1 s severe sa tire on F'iz:dley and the other 
opponents af the Constitution, they elected Fin1ley, instead 
of Brackenridge, as delegate to the ratifying convention. 
Brackenridge, now irate, followed with more satires on Find-
ley, whom be had dubbed Traddle the Weaver, and whom he crit-
icized for presuming to rise from his "proper station." 3 Nor 
did l::e spa.re the people who elected Findley, but tagged them 
"
1 th 1 in judicious multi tude • • • • r n4 
This su:mnB ry of Brackenridge's poll tical activities 
preceding the publication of the first part of Modern Chiv-
alrz in 1792 indicates that at this time he waa generally in 
sympathy w1 th t be Fed era lists and their causes. He worked for 
his constituents on a number of measures, but he did not feel 
that his proper duty as legtslator was direct representation. 
His role was ratter that of leader, educator, of Old Testament 
prophet. "O Israel thou art destroyed for lack of know.Ledge," 
he cried.5 He would save bis people from the false prophets 
1Newlin, op~ . cit., P• 91. 
3Ibid · , p. 98. 
5 .· . ~·, pp. 93 and 103. 
2 . . 
Ibid. , p. 92. 
4Quoted, ibid., p. 9'7. 
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1 like Findley, ani to do this he turned from the cramping 
pages of the Pittsburgh Gazette to the wider scope of the novel. 
Brackenridge probably begJin work on Modern Chivalry 
about 1789; this year marked anoth9r political disappoint-
ment for him. After the ratification of the Constitution, 
Willis m Findley was m Imd by the Anti-federalists as their 
candidate to the first United Sta tea Congress, and Bracken-
ridge rather expected to be chosen as the Federalist candi-
date. When the Federalist convention selected another nom-
inee, Brackenridge announced his brea k with the state Feder-
2 
alist orf!Jinization. One of' the earliest evidences of the 
infl ue nee of this brea k upon his politics 1 philosophy was 
indicated when tbe Federalists Imde an attempt to revise the 
old radical state constitution. Althrugh Brackenridge had 
previously been opposed to this const it uti on, he now opposed 
any changes. 
Moderri Chivalry, Part I; Volumes I, II, and III,--
The first three voluzoos of Modern Chivalry, which were the 
pro:iuct of his r·eud with William Findley, advise the cobbler 
to stick to his JB.st and the voter to choose qualified men 
for office. The framework of tbe s tory consists of the j ourney 
of Captain John Farrago and his servant Teague 0 1 Regan--the 
American equivalent~ - of Don Quixote and Sancho Panza--f'rom 
.. 
Pittsburgh to· Philaaelphia. Captain Farrag o, who is Bracken-
ridge's spc:>kesman, is a true specimen of . the .genus American 
li . bid • , p • 102 • 
2 
!b :i. d • , p • 124. 
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democrat (Jeffersonian variety). He had "an academie educe-
ti on" and "had lived the greater part of his life on a sma 11 
farm." 1 Teague . is uncouth, illiterate, dirty, and dishonest, 
but he is possessed with a brashness and ambition which tempt 
him to become an actor, a lawyer, a politician, the husband 
of a rich widow, a bon vivant, and a presidential appointee. 
Eventually he obtains the appointment, but despite the good 
offices of the Captain, Teague becomes no more than an excise 
officer. Interspersed with the narrative episodes are chap-
ters of "observations" in which Brackenridge gives his opin-
ions on a variety of subjects including--besides political 
matters--dueling, slavery, the American Philosophical Society, 
religion, and literary style. He also interjects an oration 
he delivered to troops while a chaplain in the army and two 
poems in Hudibrastic verse. 
Politically, Brackenridge confines himself primarily 
to generalities. There is no discussion of the issues which 
divided him from his Western anti-Federalist colleagues in the 
assembly. He exhibits the then-common anti-British attitude 
2 
of Americans and indicates the differences with Federalist 
ideals which made him uncomfortable in an alliance with them 
after having joined them in promoting the ratification of 
the Constitution. He has no faith in an aristocracy based 
on heredity, 3 nor does he believe that any class has a monopoly 
1Brackenridge, Modern Chivalry, p. 6. 
2 Ibid., p. 89. 3Ibid., p. 7• 
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_of "genius and virtue. tr But the burden of these volumes 
is the folly of electing unqualified men for office. Although 
he is still confident that a democracy is the best form of 
government, he has lost the optimism with Which he launched 
the United States Ma gazine in 1779. Was ne now a little sorry 
that he bad urged "the mechanic of the city, or the husband-
man who ploughs his farm by the river's bank112 to prepare him-
self for public office--even for Congress? Now he would re-
mind the people that although in ~:;~ democracy "the lowest citi-
zen my become chief :rragistrate; yet it is sufficient to pos-
sess the right, not absol utely necessary to exercise it."3 
The poll tica l experience which led him to ::i o modify his views 
is alluded to only once: 
There are individuals in society, who prefer honour to 
wealth; or cultivate political studies as a branch of 
literary pursuits; and offer themselves to ~erve public 
bodies, in order to have an opportunity of discovering 
their knowledge, and exercising their judgment. It 
must be chagrining to these, and hurtful to the public, 
to see those who have no talent this way, and ought to 
have no taste, preposterously obtrude tnemselves upon 
the government.L+ 
He sees the struggle of the new country between the 
rule by "the aristocratic part o f the government" and If the 
demccratic" and he does not so much choose rule by the 11 dem-
ocracy" as he rejects rule by the aristocracy. 
When we see therefore, a Teague Oregan lifted up, the 
. philoo opher will . re f~e ct, . tm t it i~ . to . balance some 
1 . . 2 
. Ibid., p. 1. 2 See supra, p. 18. 
3Braak enridge, MOO. ern Chi va1ry, p. 15. 4 Ibid., p. 20. 
35 
purse-proud fellow, equally as ignorant, that comes down 
from the sphere of aristocratic interest. 
Yet it would be better for the country if it did not have to 
turn from aristocracy to the other extreme; hence these volumes 
attempt to show both tbe folly of the electorate in choosing 
unqualified men and tbe folly of unqualified men in allowing 
t hemselves to be a o chosen. 1 As Brackenridge sees the prob-
lem, the two were rooted in t h e same vice; namely, the desire 
for p01111er and fame. For in electing one of themselves to of-
flee the people exercise their power ani at the same time 
2 
enjoy vicariously the assumption of power by one of themselves. 
He recognizes also the natural antipathy of 11 the multitude" 
against 11 the patrician class,"3 for it is with this feeling 
that he is himself in sympathy; and it is for this reason he 
calls himself a democrat. 
Having thus eliminated (ideally) both the aristocrat 
and the ordinary man from political office, what manner of 
man did he recommend to the electorate? Well, someone very 
much like H. H. Brackenridge; in short, an educated and intel-
ligent man. Tb.e nan who opposes Traddle the Weaver is such 
a man4 as is the opp onent of the man with two kegs, who is 
" said to be of good sense and experience in facts. tt5 Teague 
is not fitted for political life because of his lack of educa-
tion. Bm.ckenridge assures the .gullible, deceitful, bumbling 
1 2 . Ibid., p. 21. Ibid., P• 19. 
3Ibid.. 
4· · . . 
Ibid., P• 13. 
5 . Ibid., p. 84. 
Teague that it is environne nt not heredity that bas cheated 
him of a public career: 
This [his lack of qualifications] is not the fault of 
your nature, but of your education; having been accus-
tomed to dig turf in your early years, rather than in-
structing yourself in the classics, or common school 
books. 
Such testimony to belief in the intellectual perfectibility 
of man is in its way indicative of a democratic faith seldom 
equalled. However, Brackenridge himself was not able to main-
tain his belief in this ideal either through the vicissitudes 
of his political life or throughout the p3.ges of his novel. 
In view of the complete failure of Teague to learn how to 
walk properly--or even to learn whiCh was his right or left 
foot--one wonders how the Captain cculd ever apply this theory 
to the bog-trotter. 
Modern Chivalry; ' Part I, Volume IV,--From the time of 
Brackenridge's break with the state Federalists until the 
publication of his fourth volume of Modern .Chivalry in 1797, 
he became more and more sympathetic to anti-Federalist doc-
trims. With something like Jacobinical fervor he wrote in 
1793 an article for the Natioml Gazette which he called glee-
2 fully "Louis Capet Lost his Caput. ft He protested Washing-
ton's proc Ja nB tion of neutrality in the war between England 
and Frare e and advocated invasion of Canada in order to help 
France. However, an alarming p3rsonal experience in 1794 led 
to the mcdifica tion of these vie~s, ~ o . ~e publication . of 
1 Ibid., P• 17 • 2 ' ' Ibid., p. xvi. 
Incidents of the Insurrection in the Western Parts of Penn-
in the Year 1794 (1795), and to another volume of Mcx:lern 
Chivalry in 1797. 
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As his biographer admits, Brackenridge's part in the 
Whiskey Insurrection, which came to a climax in 1794, was in-
. 1 
deed equivocal. Although he sympathized with tre farmers, 
to whom an excise tax on their only nBrlretable commcdity 
seen:ed an impoo ition, he was opposed to violence. However, 
his choice of the middle read seems dictated almost as much 
by business concerns as by ideological beliefs. In 1790, he 
acted as attorney for groups of distillers who bad refused to 
2 
pay the excise tax. On the other hl nd, he had close friends 
and clients among prominent Federalists in the community and 
3 did not wish to offerd them by supporting the rebels openly. 
In 1792, When be was in Philadelphia, he wrote an article in 
the Natioml Gazette attacking the excise Jaw.4 In 1794, 
drawn into the role of mcxierat or, his safety was threatened 
both by the re be 19 ard by the militia sent to repress them. 
Finally he was called before Hamilton to defend himself ag.ginst 
a charge of treason and was acquitted. 
In this volume, Teague is given a Federal appointment--
not the expected ambassadorial post for which he has been 
groomed by . Captain Farrago, but th~ pos iti c:>n of a m ted excise 
1Newlin, op~ cit., p. 126. 
3rbid • , p. 126. 
2Ibid. , p. 125. 
4r"bid., p. 128. 
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officer and is sent into Western Pennsylvania. lbe Captain, 
accompanied by his new servant--a Scotchman named Duncan, 
journeys with Teagp. e to his new post, witnesses the humilia-
tion of.' Tea g ue with tar and feathers and barely escapes tar-
ring and feathering himself. 1 In order to avoid the violence 
of the mob, the Captain and Duncan retire to the c cuntry where 
they spend s orne weeks at the secluded cabin of a French Mar-
quis, a sojourn which offers the opportunity of discussing the 
French Revolution. When the mill tia arrives to quell the dis-
turbance, the Captain emerges from his hideout only to be ac-
cused of treason. As in the case of Brackenridge, the Captain 
is acquitted. Traddle the Weaver is once more the subject of 
2 
satire am the author emphasizes again the necessity for 
elected officials to be well-educated. 3 In the satire relat-
ing to the excise law, neither side fares very well. As a 
representative of the United States government, Teague can 
hardly be said to reflect credit upon it; but the irrationality 
of the mob with their tar and feathers is nonetheless inexcus-
able. The Captain in attempting to restrain them says: 
Is it not a principle of tha t republican government which 
you have established, fuat the will of the majority shall 
govern; and his not the wi 114of the nB jori ty of the Uni-ted States enacted this law? 
But the mob is not to be dissuaded, and w.1. th the cry of '''Lib-
erty, and no excise law. Down with all excise officers,'" 
they _procee.d to the tarring . and _ feathe:r:-~ng . of Teague. 
308. 
2 . 
~., 
4 : .·.· Ibid., 
pp. 282-3. 
p. 304. 
During the visit with the I\1arquis de Marnessie, 
Brackenridge discusses with him the right of the people to 
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revolt against a monarchy and to set up a democratic govern-
ment. 
The Captain bad read the :p,amphlets of Thorras Paine, 
entitled, 11 Rights of Man,' and was a goOCI. deal disposed 
to subscribe to the elementary principles of tb.a t work; 
a leading doctrine of which is, that at no time can the 
pact or customs of ancestors foresta 11 cr take away the 
right of descendants to1frame whatever kind of govern-
.tmnt they think proper. 
The Marquis, on the other hand, although he had favored re-
form in France, could see now that once started, reform is 
difficult to stop. The people will be satisfied only with 
extremes and violence. It seems likely that these views 
indicate the positions of Brackenridge before and after the 
Whiskey Rebellion. When the Captain learns that the rebels 
against the excise tax ttb.ad begun to frame guillotines, and 
to talk of taking off the heads of traitors to the cause,"2 
he 
• • • was not a little alarmed at these proceedings; but 
the Marquis who had seen the nachine of the guillotine 
in actual operation, was seized with a horrid fear; and 
he almost ins g ine d to himself that he saw it moving of 
its own accord towards him; and his reason told him, that 
it was not at all improbable but tl:B t it might be brought 
to approach him very speedily, as the same sans cullotte 
anarchy and. violence began to shew
3
i tself in these re-
gions, as had broke out in France. 
Moder.ri Chivalry, Part -It; Volume r;--rt is not easy 
to follow Brackenridge's politica l convolutions from 1797 until 
1 . id 
.!.£__., 
3Ibid. 
p. 312 • 2 tbid., P• 316. 
the publication of this installment of Modern Chivalry in 
18o4. His sympathy with the French Revolution was only mod-
ified by his experiences in the Whiskey Revolt; unlike many 
Federalists he did not denounce it completeiy. Yet it seems 
that he continued his Fede r alist alliance in national poli-
tics, while supporting the Republicans locally. Newlin 
writes that Brackenridge was chairman of a Federalist group 
which "avowed substantially the same principles as the Fed~ 
eralists in regard to ! foreign influences•" although "they 
. 1 
were proceeding cautiously toward Jeffersonia nism." About 
a year later, Brackenridge was supporting the Republican can-
didate for governor and a few days after the election met 
with a group of Republicans who were organized 11 for further 
-
activities." At a meeting on October 26, Brackenridge pre-
siding, they toasted "'our envoys to France, and tne adjust-
ment of rur differences with that nation . • . . I tl The next 
week those who met were referred to as ttJacobins', . inthe 
Pittsburgh Gazette. 2 Brackenridge himself was a candidate 
for election to the state legislature, but he did not cam-
paign actively and _was defe~ted~ . It is not impossible that 
1Newlin, op~ cit., p. 204. The precise political 
affiliation of thiw group is not explained by Newlin. It 
seems to have been a liberal Federalist splinter group, -
which met to appoint its own candidate, being dissatisfied 
with the regular ~rty candidate, a man named Woods. Brack-
enridge was accused at the time (and Newlin seems to support 
the accusation) of wanting to defeat Woods for peraon91 
reasons--they had clashed during the Whiskey Rebellion {ibid., 
p. 207). This might explain Braokenr:tdge 1 s affiliation with 
a Federalist group at a time when he seemed to be more in 
symp:l thy with the Republicans. 
2 Ib:td., p. 209. 
his inactivity resulted from his expectation of an appointment 
from the victorious Republican governor. At any rate, the 
appointment was forthcoming and he took his place on the bench 
of the Supreme Court of the state. 
In 1801 Brackenridge began a correspondence with Jef-
ferson (then Vice President), an indication of the beginning 
of a national as well as a state affiliation with the Repub-
licans. He was also at work again on Modern Chivalry, direct-
ing his satire this time against scurrilous journalism. Spe-
cifically, he was reacting to the attacks upon him by William 
Cobbett and J. Thompson Callender in the Pittsburgh Gazette 
... 
when he had become the leader of the Republican party in 
Western Pennsylvania. Before he published this volume, how-
ever (in 1804), the attack on the judiciary, the common law, 
and lawyers--not only in Pennawlvania but in the whole couhtry--
caused him to leap to their defense. 
As the volwoo opens, the author explains that Teague 
has returned from France, where he was shipped as a curiosity 
after his tarring and feathering and where he became one of 
tbe sans -culottes. Returning to his home village with Teague 
again his bogtrotting servant, the Captain finds his fellow 
townsmen taking sides in a controversy between a libelous 
journalist, Peter Porcupine, and a young college man who has 
imported a skunk to drarm tize the evils of scurrilou~ writing. 
As a compr"omise, the skunk goes, Porcupine stays, and Teague 
is set up with a newspaper to counteract the calumnies of 
Peter. Having written this episode, Brackenridge laid dONn 
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his pen for a period and his writing after this hiatus seems 
to have lost the wit and rompish humor of the earlier volumes. 
The narrative thenceforth is almost entirely given up in favor 
of "observations." As Brackenridge himself recognizes patheti-
cally in the conclusion of this volume: 
••• the snow of age has come upon my head; and winter 
bas taken possession of my brow. My fancy is as cold as 
it was once warm. My inclination lea d.a me to metaphysics, 
chiefly • • . • There is some attempt at humour; but sel-
dom b.a ve I been able to reach it.· A sal u.tary bon mot, or 
jeu d 1 esprit, may sometimss be found. Nevert£eless it 
DB y s erve to let pe ople know that I am alive. 
Like the conversation of an old man, this volume rambles; it 
divides itse l f between observations and parables liberally 
interspersed with digress ions. As in former volumes, Brack-
enridge upholds the necessity for the educated public ser-
2 
vant, denounces the public's distrust of education, inveighs 
against the assumption of ~ffice by the unqualified,3 adv~cates 
the middle way,4 and mintaina his belief in a demreratic form 
5 
of government. What disturbs him primarily now, however, is 
the attack of the Republicans on the constitution, the judici-
ary, and la wyera. 
The prejudice of anti-Federalists ega inst the courts 
was one of long stan:ling, l::aving originated with their revolt 
agiina t British judicial control. The prejudice was augmented 
by the fact that Jefferson, when he came into office, found 
1Modern 
2 Pp. 
3 Pp. 
367, 401, 419-20, 431, 433, 446-7. 
392-3. 4Pp. 399, 418, 427. 
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the fede:ra 1 judiciary pa eked with Federalists, many of whom, 
like Justice Samue l Chase, were delivering political speeches 
on the bench. 1 And wl:en Chief Justice Marsh911 established 
tbe doctrine that the Supreme Court bas the paver to declare 
a law of Congress unconsti t utional, Jefferson felt that the 
balance of power between the three branches of government 
2 . 
had been tipped in favor o f the judiciary. Judge John Pick-
--
ering of the New Hampshire federa l district court was im-
peached, and found guilty; he heard cases while intoxicated 
and was " clearly unfit for his pas iti on." 3 The Republicans 
then impeached Samuel Chase, an ass.ociate justice of the 
Supren:e Court and Brackenridge's law tutor. In the course 
of his partisan comments upon the bench, Chase had referred 
to the Republicans as .a "mobocracy.''4 He was, however, ac-
quit ted. Similar impe achrm nt proceedings were instituted 
a gainst judges in other states. 
Although in an earlier volume, Brackenridge expressed 
some sympathy w1 th the rights of each generation to cut the 
sh9 cklea llhi ch bind it to a pre virus era, 5 there is no longer 
any evidence of such revolutionary sentinenta in Modern Chivalry. 
Now as a _ 1a wye r . and . judge, . Brackenridge . UJ?holds . th~ courts and 
1Morison and Comma g er, op~ cit., I, 291-3. 
2Cbar1es ar.d Mary Beard, op : . cit., P• 388. 
3'lb_e words of Hockett, op ~ ·c:tt., 375· 4Ibid. 
5see Modern Chivalry, p. 312; and supra, p. 31. 
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the law. The common law of Eng l and, which Jefferson believed 
should "be purged of outworn elements, imbued with democratic 
symp:lthies," 1 Brackenridge views as '' the b irthright" of Amer-
2 icans and the preserver of their freedoms. "It . seems to me," 
he writes, "that a poor .man is safer in a country of laws, 
than one without laws. 11 ;3 He arg ues that judges will be com-
petent only if they are secure. in tl:leir posi tiona and are 
not subjected to the pressures of pub lie opinion. 4 But the 
most striking difference between the philosophies of Jefferson 
and Brackenridge ia shown in the way they assess the relative 
importance of the three branches of government. Jefferson, 
fearful of the power of the judiciary, was more confident of 
the legislature as the guardian of democracy. Brackenridge, 
on the other hand, believes that the judiciary " is that 
branch of government, on which liberty most essentially de-
pends"5 and fears the power of the House of Representatives. 6 
As he was writing, the impeachment of Justice Chase was drawn 
up by the House, and he reminds the populace that Chase was 
a leader in the Revolution, 7 suggests that 11his error has 
.. 
been in the heat of times, if error there has been," and 
ques tiona ' whether ' 11 the prosecution, ' has been necessary, ~ 
1vernon Louis Farrington, Main .Currents in .American 
Thought, Vol. I, 1620-1800, The Colonia.L Mind, p. J52. 
2Modern Chivalti, p. 372. 3Ib id., p. 397. 
4Ibid., p . 398. 5tbid., p. 391. 
6I· . 44 7 : . id 4 ~., P • 9. ~., P• 55• 
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judicious. " 1 
All of these sentiments seem in character with tm cau-
tious democracy of Brackenridge at this time, seem consistent 
with his general hatred of violence, and the I):ltural prejudice 
of a man on behalf of his profession. How surprising it is, 
therefore, to discover tm t Breckenridge himself was respon-
sible for the impea ch.ment ani dismissal of one of the dis-
trict court judges in Pennsylvania. The motivation again 
was personal and political. Judge Alexander .A-ddison not 
infrequently delivered partisan m rangues from the bench (he 
was a Federalist). In one instance in his charge to a jury 
he denounced ''interested iniividuals lt who npromote the elec-
2 
tion of the present governor" in an obvious reference to 
Brackenridge. In an open letter in the Tree of Liberty, a 
newspaper which Brackenridge had helped to found, Brackenridge 
denounced Addis on's p:~ rtisanship on the bench and professed 
astonis~nt at . the fact that, having heard Addison's charge 
to the jury, the people "did not dra g you from your seat, and 
tread you under foot." 3 Although many viewed Brackenridge's 
letter as an incitement to violence, its purpose (appi re ntly) 
was merely to unbench the judge and Brackenridge lost no time 
in promoting the circulation of petition~ to that end. Even-
tually the Republicans carried impeachment proceedings to the 
legislature (in 1803) and Addison was dismissea. It is 
1I'bid., P• 455· 
3Ibid. 
2Newlin, 6p . cit., p. 223. 
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dif"ficul t not to conclude that the ca sea of Chase and Addis on 
differed prinarily in the fact that Chase wa-s a personal 
friend and former teacher of Brackenridge's, whereas Addison 
was a political enemy. 
Throughout this volutm Brack en ridge indicates a grow-
ing concern for the irresponsibility and despotism of" the 
1 
mob. The main reasons !"or the irrationality of the people, 
he seems to feel, are lack of education and disrespect !"or 
learning. Looking around at the village fair, the captain 
encounters a nan runningfor election who charges that he 
has been slarrlered by his opponent: he has been accused of" 
being an educated man. He protests: " . . . I am an illit-
era te nan, God be pra :lB ed, and free from the sin of learning, 
"2 or any wicked art • • Another nsn narrowly escapes 
being adjudged insane bec~use he reads books.3 Brackenridge 
hopes to discredit the popular belief that the educated man 
is anti-democratic, a belief which was not without some basis 
in fact during the early days of the Republic. He insists, 
ho.vever, that the opposite is true. 
There is a natural alliance between liberty and letters. 
Men of letters, are seldom men of wealth, !:lnd these 
naturally ally the!f.selves with the democratic interest 
in a commonwealth. 
The castigation of lawyers he saw as a cotmterpart of this 
general pre judice a~ inst learning.5 
1Mooern Chivalrz, p p . 367 ff. and 449-
2 . 419. 3·' . 430-2, 446-7. Ibid., P• Ibid., PP• 
-4 . d Ibi • , p. 401. 5!bid., P • 448. 
• 
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As an educated man he could see tm t democracy was the 
only reasonable form of governrent; idealistically it was un-
assailable. 
Democracy embraces the idea of a stand ing on virtue a lone; 
unaided by wealth or the power of family. This IIBkes 'the 
noble of nature' of whom Thomas Payne speaks. Sball tbis 
noble not know his nobility, and .. be behind the noble of 
aristocracy Who piques himself upon his honour, and feels 
a stain upon his delicacy as he would a bodily wound? 
The democrat is the true chevalier, who, though he wears 
not crosses, or the emblazoned arms of heraldry, yet is 
ready to do right, and justice to every one. All others 1 are imposters, and do not belong to the order of democracy. 
The difficulty seemed to be that there were so many imposters. 
Modern Chivalry, Part tr~ Volume I!,--In 1805 Volume 
II of Part II was published and in 1815 the new edition of the 
entire work with an added volume as well as additions to Volume 
I, Part II. In this last part the narrative has been all but 
discarded in favor of the essay. Tne most that can be said 
about s ozm af Brackenridge's di grass ions is tba t he apologizes 
for them. Such narr~:~tive as th3re is is built around the Cap-
tain's journey westward and his founding of a new community on 
the frontier. The satire inclu:les the subjects dealt with in 
his earlier volumes (the tendency to elect unqualified men to 
office, 2 anti-intellectualism,3 blackgUI:lrd joo.rnalism,4 the ex-
tremes of the mob,5 arrl the attack on the judiciary). 6 In addi-
tion, he attacks the economic P()li<?i es of Jefferson 7 and denounces 
1Ibid., p. 4o4. 2I . bid., pp. 4-81 and 611. 
3 .. . Ibid., p. 524. 
4 . . · . 
Ibid., pp. 560-1. 
5rbid., PP• 505 and 472. 6-
473, 484, 510, 562, and 566. Ibid., PP• 
7 ~., pp. 467 ff, 472-3, and 566. 
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1 the excesses of the French Revolution. In the final volume, 
he attacks the stake-in-society principle by carrying it to the 
extreme of giving chat te 1 (or an ins ls) not merely the power of 
enf:mnchising their owners, but the right to their ·own votes. 
His dis cuss ion of the impeacbn:ent of judges2 was in-
sp:J:red not only by the general attack of the Republicans on the 
judiciary but by his own experience (since the publication of 
Part II, Volume I) as a member of the Supreme Court of Pennsyl-
vani~. When the Republican legislature impeached three judges 
for the conviction of a man for contempt of court, Brackenridge 
asked that his name be included because, though be had not 
been on the bench When judgment was passed, he nad concurred 
in the d.ecisi on. He pointed cut that, s ince he was the only 
Republican judge, 'lile legislature might seem to be acting from 
partisan motives in excluding him. This imputation of parti-
sanship so angered the members of the House that ·they decided 
not to accede to his request that he be added to the group of 
impeached judges but instead to present a petition to the gov-
ernor that ne be removed from the bench because of his frequent 
absences. The gow rnor, McKean, ref us ea, not surprisingly, to 
honor the 1r request. 3 
After acknowledging that impeachment proceedings in 
the state inspired his rermrks O!} tm subJect,4 he ventures to 
2Ibid., PP• 737-741. 
3see Mildred Williams "Hugh Henry Brackenridge as a 
Judge _of tne Supreme Court _of Pennsylvania, 1799-1816,ff Western 
Penn~ylvania :Elistorica l IY1a g'azine, X (October, 1927), 213. . 
4Modern Chivalry, p. 737· 
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suggest that impeachment has a salutary influence on judges 
even if they are eventually acquitted. "Is it nothing even in 
the case of an acquittal, to be scared half to death?111 The 
judges have now learned their lesson and "tyranny and oppres-
sion" have shifted to the people and to the lawyers, and espec-
2 ia lly to the lawyers. In the earlier volumes of Modem Chi v-
alry Brackenridge denounced those who denounced lawyers. Now, 
however, as a judge ne begins to apprecia "te the objections to 
leng thy t i rades by the members of the bar; a judge ought to be 
able to restrain lawyers without fear of impeachment. 3 
When J-effers on assumed the office of President in 
1803, be declared in his inaugura l address: 
A wise and fruga l government, which shall restrain men 
from injuring one another, shall leave them otherwise free 
to regulate their own pursuits of industry and improvement, 
and shall not take from the mouth of laoor the bread it has 
earned. This is the sumo f good government. 
Under Federalist control, the government had increased its 
debt even while it bad levyed such odious taxes as the excise 
tax. In line with b1 s theories of simple government, Jeffers on 
had the excise tax repealed. He saw no need for a navy, and 
instead authorized the building of a number of gunboats which 
would be secreted along the coast tobe used by loca l farmers 
(a kind of naval militia) if needed. Though Brackenridge was 
now nomina l ly a Republican, it is easier to see his differences 
with the Repub l icans at this tine than h is a greements. The 
lr · bid., p . 
3I . bid., p. 
741. 
742. 
5o 
Republican drive for economy was felt by the judicial branch 
of the government in several ways, which Brackenridge enumer-
ates. In the first place, although the Federalists had en-
larged the court system so that judges would not spend so 
much time traveling their circuits, the Republicans, once 
in office, cut back the number of judges. This action was 
largely an outgrowth of the general Republican prejudice 
against enlarging the judiciary, but, as Brackenridge (through 
the Captain) says: 
A judiciary law was said to be repealed on the principle 
of oeconomy. The constitutionality of the r epeal has been 
questioned, much more the expediency. The suitors are 
obliged to come from the most remote parts of a state, to 
some one place where the circuit court is he l d, which un-
der that law was brou~ht, if not to their own doors; yet 
at least nearer home. 
Thus what the people save in taxes, they must spend in order 
2 
to get to court. 
Economy has led to neglect of the roads by the federal 
government. And it strikes at the judges, who must do more 
riding over poorer roads. Altogether, a judge's lot is not a 
happy one. "For what is it, whether a judge is broke upon the 
bench; or has his neck broke upon the roads'?"3 
How would Brackenridge ~upport the increased expenses 
of the navy and augmented judiciary? It may seem surprising 
that he would retain the excise tax because, as he puts it, 
"The people had become reconciled to the excise, and I do not 
recollect a single petit ion for a repea 1. ,,4 This statement 
libid., p. 468. 
3Ibid., p. 473· 
2 Ibid., p. 4'(2. 
4Ib id., p. 786. 
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makes it clear that his previous objections to the tax were 
based primarily upon the inopportunity of the time of imposition. 
Brackenridge too often has been considered as a po-
litical theorist, when he was actually a practical politician 
(largely unsuccessful in his personal campaigns but nonetheless 
influential in his community) who tailored his arguments to 
1 fit the pol itical needs of the day. His politica l alliances 
were many tines mde to promote his personal fortunes--either 
poli tica 1 or legal--and at least once, as we have seen, were 
even dictated by the desire for mere political vengeance. Dos 
. 2 
Pa ss os' characterization of him as "vain, ambitious, pushing'' 
i s not unju.s tified. In 1770, when Brackenridge was a student 
at Princeton, he wrote in collaboration with Philip Freneau 
a prose narrative called Father Bomba's Pilgrim:~.ge to Mecca, 
only a part of which has been found. The portion of the ex-
tant fragnent written by Brackenridge is a curiously prophetic 
allegory of his later politica l life. As the fragrrent begins, 
the ship Father Bombo has been travelling on has been captured 
by a French ship and Father Bombo, even though a prisoner, has 
managed to ingratiate himself with the French captain. As 
Father .Bombo tells the story~ 
1 The impression left by sore critics that his inability 
to remain long within one party was due to his indep~ndent, un-
biased political thinking is only partially true. 
2 John Dos Passos, The Ground We Stand On (New York: 
Harcourt, Brace and Go., 1941), p. 4o1. 
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For, as he [the Captain] was an extravagant lover of the 
polite arts, I became a very acceptable prisoner to him, 
as he found rr.e to be a great connoisseur in the various 
parts, branches, and systems of moral philosophy as 1it is taught in all the lear ned nat ions of Europe • • • • 
An Irish privateer soon interrupts this pleasant situation when 
it delivers a broadside to the French vessel. Father Bombo 
continues: 
Here I found myself in a miserable plight, for should I 
seem to act the CONard on the present occasion, my fate 
would be unavoidably fixed if the French man gained the 
Victory; but if I fought Gallant l y and suffered myself to 
play the Hero, I would be treated as a prisoner i f the 
privateer should conquer. I therefore resolved to steer 
a mean between both, for according to tba t wise Philoso-
pher ~vid, "in medio tutissimus ibis," The midway is the 
best. _ -
A,ccordingly, Father Bombo stays in the battle long enough to 
deliver some exhortations to the fighting sailors and so to 
establish himself as a hero. Then, pr:-etending thirst, he goes 
below decks and stays there until he can determine which way 
the battle will go. When he discovers that the Irish are win-
-ning, he jumps into some fishnet, tangles himself up and with 
no difficulty at all, assumes the role of a native Irishman 
who has been taken prisoner by the French. Some thirty years 
later we baa r the echo of Captain Bombo 1 s words from Captain 
Farrago: II In nedio . tutissiriuis . ibis. The middle way is the 
best."; 
The strategy of the middle way failed Captain Bombo, 
however, when he joined his Irish captors, or rescuers. Although 
1Newlin, op. cit., p. 15. 
;Modern ·chivalrl, p. 399. 
2 Ibid., p. 16. 
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he was at first treated royally, he came to be regarded as a 
witch and was finally put out upon a barren piece of land. One 
wonders whether Brackenridge ever thought of Captain Bomba as 
he followed the middle way during the Whiskey Revolt only to 
be called traitor by both sides. 
It would not be just to leave the impression that 
Brackenridge was destitute of guiding political and moral 
ideals. If h3 was not a disinterested observer of the early 
American scene, neither was he a complete political oppor-
tunist. In media tutisaimus ibis. His most outstanding 
political inconsistencies and personal biases have been men-
tioned above: his decision to became a Republican when he 
was not chosen as the Federalist candidate for Congress; his 
political support of a former enemy, Neville, against a greater 
enemy, Woods; his haranguing of the citizenry against Judge 
Addison the while he deplored interference with the judiciary; 
his virtual abandonment of Revolutionary ideology after he 
became a judge; his break with Jefferson over treatment of 
the judiciary {admittedly hard to classify as clearly a the-
oretical or personal objection); his criticism of lawyers when 
he no longer argued cases. Let us now, taking Modern ChiValry 
as a whole, discover what constant principles seem to have 
guided him. 
The choosing of the middle way does not necessarily 
mean equivocation or opportunism; it may, and sometimes did 
in the case of Brackenridge, mean conservatism. At only one 
point in his life did B:re ckenridge show signs of radicalism--
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that is, during the early days of the French Revolution--but 
this aberration had been overcome before he started to write 
Modern Chivalry. In these volumes he warns his countrymen 
1 . 
of the dangers of rule by the mob on one hand and rule by the 
aristocracy on the other. 2 It is this abhorrence of extremes 
that was often responsible for his switches from one party 
to another. He found himself uncomfortable in an alliance 
with the Federalists not only because of his prejudice against 
a ruling aristocracy but because of his Anglophobia,3 his 
hearty disagreement with the stake-in-society theory,4 his be-
lief in a broad suffrage.5 If, however, he turned to the Re-
DUblicans, he was disa~uointed by their disreg8rd for the 
stabilizing effects of a strong j udiciary s.nd of a reliance 
on the Constitution .s.nd by their -penchant for e l ecting unqual-
ified men to office. Although every man should have a right 
to vote, he did not feel it followed that every man had a 
right to hold office. 6 Why is it, then, that Brackenridge 
g ives far more space to satirizing democracy, or "the evils 
of it," than he gives to satirizing the aristocrats? Un-
able to supp ort a n aristocracy, he became a champion of 
democracy; having in a sense been forced to cast his ideologi-
cal lot with "the mob,n he was constrained bec ause of his conser-
vatism to devote over eight hundred pages to keep ing his 
1 Ibid., up . 367 ff. ' 373, 375. 382, 415, 505. 
2 Ibid., pp . 7, 21. 3Ibid., e> . 89. 
4Ibid., pu . 696 ff. 5Ibid. , t,>:O • 646, 532-3. 
6 Ibid., p. 15. 
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often incompatible bed-fellows from extremism. To put it 
perhaps less kindly--he was a democrat prirrarily because it 
was the alterMtive to an alliance with the aristocracy. "I 
use the term democracy,'' he explained, 'as contradistinguished 
from tre aristocracy; tta t is a union of men of wealth, and 
influence." 1 
Sine e he had chosen to support the ordinary lime rica n 
in his demand for the franchise, he grew increasingly bitter 
over the people's rejection of him and their general distrust 
of the educated man. Perhaps the most common theme in Modern 
Chivalry is the folly of electing unqualified men to office, 
and by "unqualified" Breckenridge meant primarily "uneducated." 
True, he writes at one point that 
There are but two characters that can be respectable as 
representatives of the people. A plain nen of good sense, 
whether farner, mchanic, ~r rmrchant; or a man of educa-
tion and literary talents. 
But in a number of other places, he virtually rules out mech-
anics--particularly, of course, weavers--from qualifying for 
public office. 11A IIBn of education" who aspires to office 
states of his opponent, a weaver ·: 
Fellow citizens, I pretend not to any great abilities; 
but am conscious to myself that I have the best good will 
to serve you. But it is very astonishing to me, that this 
weaver shruld conceive himelf qualified for the trust. 
For though my acquirements are not great, yet his are still 
less. The mechanical business which he pursues, must 
necessarily take up so much of his time, that he cannot 
apply hi:rm elf to poll tical a tudies • • • • It will be 
more honrurable for hi:~m elf, to remain at his loom and 
knot threads, than . to . come fo:r:ward in . a . le gi~ 1a ti ve 
lr . 47 bid., p. 1. 2 ' :td 6 
.EL_., P• 29 • 
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capacity: because, in the one case, he is in the sphere 
where God and nature has placed him; in the other, he is 
like a fish oui of water, and must struggle for breath in 
a new e lament. 
Hearing this speech, the Captain sympathizes with the educated 
man and adds his words to the arg ument. He believes that 
• to rise from the cellar to the senate house, would 
be an unnatura l hoist •••• It would be a reversion of 
the order of things. Not that a manufacturer of linen 
or woolen, or other stuff, is an inferior character, but 
a diff erent one, ~rom that which ought to be employed in 
affairs of state. 
The weaver's "good sense" is not considered; indeed, tne Cap-
tain knows nothing of him in this case except his occupation. 
Weaving is '' the sphere where God • . • has placed him." 
Cl early Brackenridge has lost the conception of a fluid, class-
le~s society which inspired the launching of the United States 
Magazine. Cle~rly, he envisions a ruling class of educated 
men from whom the rest of the peop l e, recog nizing the super-
iority of this c l ass, shoul d choose their g overnment offi-
cials. He was no doubt correct in his picture of the general 
distrust of learning on the part of the electorate. With 
some bitterness, he voices the protests of a candidate 
accused of being edu cated: 
An abominable, slander, said he; I a scholar~ I a 
learnea mant it is a fa l sehood. See me readingt He 
never saw me read. I do not know a B, from a bulls foot. 
But this is the way to injure a man in his election. 
They report of me that I am a scholar~ ... Were you not 
seen carrying books, said a neighbour? 
Aye, said the distressed man; two books that a student 
had borrowed from a clergyma n . But did I look into them? 
1 Ibid., p. 13. 2 Ibid., p. 14. 
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Did any man see me open the books? I will be sworn upon 
the evangelists: I will ta ke my Bible oath, I never 
looked into them ••.• I am an illiterate man, God be 
praised, and free from the sin of learning •••• Here 
I am, an honest republican; a g ood citizen, 1and yet it is reported of me, that I read books .•.• 
2 Again and a gain he returns to thi s theme. 
This bias of the public a gainst education was probably 
inevitable because educ~tion very early was associated with 
those who could afford it--i. e.,_ the aristocrats. Not until 
democracy became operative and education became generally 
available could the prejudice be ameliorated and the country's 
voters as well as its office-holders become educated. One's 
quarre l with Brackenridge is only his complete con f idence 
that the educated man alone is (1) intelligent, (2) virtuous, 
and (3) democratic. 3 There is in these pages no apparent recog-
nition of the differences of political beliefs among the edu-
cated. Too often there seems to be the assumption that if 
there are differences between men, it is only because some 
men have knowledge and some do not. 
In h i s last chapter, Brackenridge wri tea: ". • • I 
flatter myself, that it is not a little owing to this book, 
published in portions, from time to time, that a very different 
state of things now exists. ''4 Specifically he mentions that 
the American Philosophica l Society no . longer admits bog-
1Ibid.' p. 419. 
2Ibid., pp. 296, 298, 367, 401, 419-420, 431, 433, 
J-+46 -Lt4 7 , 5'247 
3~., p. 401. 4 ~-, p. 805. 
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1 
trotters, that the people's pre judice against learned 
representatives has so far abated that there is a lawyer as 
speaker of the s em te, 2 't;ha t the courts are now operating, 
because of fewer :tarangues, without great delays, and that 
verbosity has likew1 se been curtailed in the state assembly. 
He boasts that " there is scarcely a parlour window [in Penn-
sylvania] without a Modern ChiVs.lry. Five booksellers have 
made a fortune by it; for I have never asked a cent from any 
of them for the privilege of printing an edition •.•• 11 4 
It seems likely that the early volumes of Modem 
3 
Chivalry may have been generally read, at least in Pennsylvania, 
because they were readable and humorous and because the satire 
was directed toward local contemporary poll t1 cal figures. 
The rest of it was probably read and admired only by those 
scholarly enough to appreciate the classical a llusiona and 
foreign phrases. 5 Unfortunately, these were not the people 
whom Brackenridge was trying to persuade to mend their ways. 
Many of the objects of his satire could not read at all, and 
those who could, probably preferred the sentimental or Gothic 
romances. Of the improvements for which Bra ckenrldge claims 
credit, most would undoubtedly have come with the growth of 
the new count~ anyway; what part Modern Chivalry played in 
1Ibid. 
3 Ibid • , p. 807. 
2 
Ibid., p. 806. 
4-Ibid. 
5There were four editions by 1825. John Quincy Adams 
is one of the edooated and em.inent n:en who enjoyed Mcxiern 
Chivalry (see Newlin, op. cit., pp. 190-1). 
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hastening their accomplisb.Irent can only be aurmis ed. My 
guess would be that its value, a side from its place in Amer-
ican literary history, lies in another direction. That a work 
of such obvious erudition was written by such an eminent per-
son about the new country and about its govemnent must have 
lent an aura of respectability to the system itself. It wal:i 
the first time Americans tad been able to observe themselves 
and their new government in the };1l ges of fie ti on; they had 
become the subjects of a historical novel~ Having now a 
history, they may m ve sensed tbat the possibility of a future 
for them and their goverrurent was less remote. 
Jares Kirke Paulding 
Of all the early political writers, James Kirke 
Paulding prooobly most deserves the nare "democrat." Although 
he lived and worked with member.s of the aristocracy, his devo-
tion to demooracy persisted even through Jackson's administra-
tion, a difficult teat for a man in his position. Like 
Brackenridge, he rose from poverty to c om.fcm, but unlike 
Brackenridge, re seemed more eager to celebrate the virtues 
of the ordim ry man tm n to try to uplift him. 
Paulding inheri ted from his father a s trong Anglo-
phobia that bad its roots in the experiences of the family 
during the Revolution. Paulding's father, a merchant and an 
ardent Whig, contributed so heavily to the Revolutionary 
cause that the :tamily was bankrupt after the war. Paulding 
also md memories of being harried from his hone by Tories 
during the conflict. The results of this anti-British feeling 
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are found in his Diverting History of . Johri Bull and Brother 
Jonathan (1812), which is reminiscent of Hopkinson's A Pretty 
Story, and in otmr minor writings. 
After some elementary schooling, Paulding mde his 
way to New York City, where he fell in with tre literary 
group around Washington Irving and contributed his talent to 
the writing of the Salzmgundi Papers. 
Both Paulding's literary and political theories derive 
largely from his hatred of things British. He deplored the 
English ronBnticists, such as Scott (see K6ri.irigsmarke1 ) _. and 
Byron. Politically, he felt impelled to defend democracy as 
often and as strongly as it was attacked by the British. The 
banking system, hated so by Jeffersonian Republicans and 
Jacksonian Democrats, was to him an evil imported from England • .c: 
His two novels Kori.irigsn:Brke (1823) and WestW,ro HoJ 
(1832) contain Ell rugh poll tical p:t a sages to define the tenets 
moat basic to Paulding's political theory: his devotion to 
the idea of equality and his strong agrarianism. Koningsmarke 
is a his to rica l novel dealing with an early Swedish settlement 
on the Delaware River; Wes tw~rd. Ho ~ is largely ronnnce and 
melodrama using the westward expansion as a backgrounu. 
When Paulding published lt-oningsmarke, James Monroe 
was in his second term as President, and America was enjoying 
"the era . o~ . good, feeling.'' The Federa l ist party was on the 
1Koniri~srnerke: · ' The Long .Finrie (New York: Charles 
Wiley, 1823), , 148. - . 
2 
Farrington, op. cit., Vol. II , i8o0.:.1860, . The Romantic 
Revolution -in A~riea, p. 2l?. 
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wane, while factions were building up within the Republican 
( l ater the Democratic) party. From the Adams-Clay faction 
1 
was to come the present Republican party. Continued westward 
movement was creating a new sect i on of the na tion with pecu-
liar pol itica l interes ts which had to be balanced with inter-
ests of the North and the South. To solve all of these prob-
lems created by sectionalism, Henry Clay devised ''the Ameri-
can system" According to this plan, a high protective tariff 
would stimulate manufacturing in the Eastern states, and fac-
tories would then be able to support a large number of labor-
ers who would provide a market for the agricultura l produce 
of the West. The West and the South would buy the manufac-
tured articles of the East, and the South would furnish the 
factories with cotton. The money accruing to the government 
from the tariff would be used for interna l improvements, needed 
particularly in the West. 
It is not difficu l t to see how this plan would con-
flict with Paulding's democratic idea l s, for he shared Jef-
farson's desire to preserve the a grarian nature of American 
life. In Letters From the South he writes; 
I was saying, that we have too many people living in 
cities, in proportion to our farmers, who, after a 11, are 
the backbone of every country, whence orig inates its 
riches and its solid strength •••• The race of paupers 
receives no recruits from them; for in all my sojournings, 
I may say with truth, that I never saw an ind~strious 
farmer forsaken, "or his seed begging bread." 
1 Moris on and Com..."!lager, op. cit., p. 36 3. 
2 Quoted in Farrington, op . cit., II, 217. 
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"To live in peace and die in peace is the great eni of human 
existence," 1 he believed, and this idea 1 seemed to him to be 
promoted more by country life than by any otrer. The American 
system would stimulate the growth of large manufacturing cen-
ters with a citizenry removed from the soil. Even the internal 
improvements, such as roads, would, Paulding felt, contribute 
to urbanization. In Koningsmarke, Counsellor Langfanger with 
his internal improverents programappears as a caricature of 
Henry Clay; his plans include the building of new roads, even 
though houses must be torn down to make way for them. To 
finance his improvenents he places a low tax on property, but 
then evaluates it at three times more than it shou.Ld be. Con-
sequently the people hlve to sell their property to pay the 
taxes. 
But the masterpiece of Langfa nger' s policy was that of 
pulling down an old na rket, and building a new one in 
another part of the village, in the management of which 
business he is supposed to have laid down the first prin-
ciples of the great and thriving science of political 
economy, or picking people's pockets on a grand scale. He 
caused the people living near 'the old marlre t to pay roundly 
for its removal as a nuisance; and then he caused the 
people that lived about where the new one was to be built, 
to pay roundly2for the vast pleasure and advantage of its neighbourhood. 
Internal improvements are again the outt of Paulding's 
satire in Westward Ho~, in vhich the author's anti-improvements• 
spoke snsn is a Frencbma n of ~he Mississippi valley. 
1Quoted in Floyd c. Watkins, James Kirke Paulding: 
Humorist and Critic . of American . Life (SUl1Ulli::lry of' ~ doctoral . 
thesis, Nashville, Tenn.: Joint University Libraries, 1951)., 
p. 18. 
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"Diable~ monsieur, another improvei!V3nt; last year they 
assess me for one grand public improvement~ one road. to 
go somewhere, I don't know. Eh bien~ I pay the money. 
Well, this year they assess me for one other grand pub-
lic improvement--very grand--voila, monsieur, one 
other road, right longside the other, both going to the 
same place. Diable~ I no want to travel on two turn-
pike roads. Ah, monsieur le colonel, I shall be very 
rich. 0~ very rich indeed, by these grand improvements. 
They take away all my land to DBke room for the grand 
improvement; they take away all my money to pay for him, 
and then they tell me my land worth four, six time so 
much as before. Peste~ what they to me Ihen my land all 
gone to the dem public improvement, hey~ " 
The internal improvements program also brought out 
Paulding's repugnance toward the interference of the central 
government in the affairs of the states. Furtherm:>re, it was 
contrary to his strong anti-mercantile reelings. Although he 
found the old aristocracy, with its life of genteel leisure, 
pleasant enough, he objected to the rising, pushing middle 
class, interested only in rreking money. In Letters from the 
South, he wrote: 
In days of yore, Plutus, although he shone in gold and 
precious stones, hid himself in the bowels of the earth; 
but now he is seen clothed in ragged bank-notes, taking 
precedence everywhere in the city drawing-rooms. There 
is now no place where a knot of harmless people of .mod-
· erate fortune can sit .down in the undisturbed enjoyment 
of social ease, or the cultivation of lit era ture and 
science, free from the intrusion of tobacco, tar, pitch, 
potash, and cod-fish; sandahs, bartas, bugli-poors, and 
~11 the jargon of E~st Inctia commodities. If they have 
a moderate competency, they are beset by greedy beggl:lrs, 
who, by dint of perseverance, at length tempt them to 
engage in some profitable speculation, which draws them 
gradually from their former pur~uits, and ingulphs them 
for . ever . in the . vortex. of . gain~ . . . ... 
1 . . 
Ibid., p. 175· 
2 Quoted in Amos L. Herold, James Kirke Paulding: Ver-
satile American (New York: Columbia University Preas, 192bJ7 
p. 112 from Paulding, Letters ·rrom the · south, I, ~~~52. 
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By 1832, the year Westward Ho L was publisned, Ana.rew 
Jackson red been President for three years, and Paulding found 
that his democratic principles withstood even this severe 
test. Certainly one cw.ld surmise that Brackenridge, bad he 
lived, wculd have been tack in the Federalist camp by this 
time. The people had done what Brackenridge had. been warn ing 
against: they had elected one of them~elves to office--to the 
highest office in the land. Was this bad for democracy and 
for Ansric<:l? Pl:iulding thought not. Instead af' satirizing 
these of the lower classes who aspired to political office, 
Paulding criticizes the well-born and well-dressed who presumed 
to represent tne people. In Westward Ho\, the Dangerfield 
family has migrated from Virginia to Kentucky and in due time 
Young Dangerfield, who presents Pau l ding's poll tics 1 views, 
decides to participate in politics. Appearing along with his 
opponent at a public meeting, he finds his aaversary dressed 
well, "too well,'' and carrying a white pocket handkerchief. 
Such a man .::~eems to Dangerfield unfit for public office. "We 
are not to be ••• dazzled out of our und.ersta ndings with a 
1 
white towel, 11 . say the people; and Dangerfield, who is a 
plain rna n, a rm n o1· the people , wins the elect ion. Paulding 
2 
urges all people to greater participation in political affairs. 
As a democrat, Paulding is insistent on social and 
civil equality. When IVIr. Dl=*ngerf~eld invites the tradesnBn 
1832)' 
1. . . . ( J Westward Hot · A Tale New York, J. and • Harper, 
I, 60 . 
2 . 
Ibid., p. 59· 
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who deli vera his goods to come in and sit down, Danger!'ie ld 's 
guest, a Mr. Barham of England, protests that equality will 
never work, that the mob is destructive. But Dangerfield 
replies: 
n That is just because there is no equality among you, and 
not because there is. It is the sense of inequality, and 
its attendant wants and mortifications, t£at produce these 
. violent eruptions of popu:ll:lr discontent." 
In only one re ape ct did Paulding fai 1 to apply his 
theory of equality. He became an apologist for slavery. Appar-
ently the vision of the kindly southern gentleman, the patri-
arch of a plantation cultivated by happy slaves, invaded his 
agrarian dream and seemed more righteous to him than the 
2 
plight of the northern laborer. Thus in Westward HoL the 
ala ve Pompey Duckle gs refuses freedom after he sees the con-
dition of freed negroes in Philadelphia.3 
Paulding was one of the few literary men of his day 
to be consistently interested and active in politics. Although 
Washington Irving, possibly through the influence of Paulding, 
was a Jackson enthusiast for a time and was even made Minis-
ter to Spain during Jackson's administration, he did not have 
deep-seated political con vic tiona and veered from one poli ti ca 1 
party to another as his nose f'or ron:ance led him.4 Both men 
1 Ibid., p. 122. 
2 See J. Mishell George, t!James KirkB Paulding: A Lit-
erary Nationalist 11 (Mimeog:mphed -doctoral thesis, George Wash-
ington University, 1941), pp. 8-10; also Watkins, op. cit., pp. 
21-23. 
3vol. r, p. 65. 4 · · · Farrington, op. cit., II, 207-21~ 
were close friends af.' Van Buren, and dur'ing his administra-
tion, PauJding was Secretary of the Navy. 
John Pendleton Kennedy 
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The campaign of 1840 was the most rollicking, slogan-
and-song riddled political contest which the new country had 
seen. When it was over, Andrew Jackson's hand-picked succes-
sor, William Van Buren, bad been defeated by the Whig candi-
date, William Henry Harrison, largely because the Whigs had 
wooed and won the common man, previously courted so successfully 
by the Demoorats. The same themes were used as those in the 
1828 election when Jackson, with his homespun look, his bad 
grammar and his war record, beat Adams so handily. This 
time the tables were neatly turned and the Democrats found 
themcJelves trying to defend Van Buren's perfumed moustache 
and his 11 love of good wine and old silver." The Democrats 
made the mistake of accusing Harrison of being willing to set-
tle for a log cabin and a jug of cider and found themselves 
promptly inundated by log-cabin and bard-eider slogans, songs, 
souvenirs, and even free hard cider. One of the popular dit-
ties was: 
Let Van from his coolers of silver drink wine, 
And lounge on his cushioned settee. 
Our man on his buckeye bench can recline, 
Content with hard cider is he, 
The iron-armed soldier, the true heartid soldier, 
The gallant old soldier of. Tippecanoe~ 
Eighteen hundred and forty was also the year of the 
publication of a book much in the _ apir~t . of _ ~he _ c~mpai~n~-
1 Morison and C ommage r, op. 61 t., I, 556. 
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Quodlibet by John Pendleton Kennedy. Through his mother, who 
belonged to the Virginia aristocracy, Kennedy bad close ties 
with the agrarian South; but only the humanitarian ele:trent of 
Jeffersonian democracy seems ever to have appealed much to 
him.l His second marria g e in 1829 made him the son-in-law of 
Edward Gray of Phila delphia, a wealthy manufacturer and a Fed-
eralist, and henceforth Kennedy became a staunch supporter of 
Henry CJ.a y and his American plan and of the Whig party. Just 
as Pa uJd in g be lie ved that America 1 s hope lay in preserving 
its agrarian society, so Kennedy believed just as strongly 
that indwtrialism would promote the welfare of the country 
2 
by providing a 1Blance for agriculture. 
As a novelist, Kennedy preferred and excelled in ro-
mance; Horseshoe Robinson and Swallow ·Barn are more interesting 
today than the political satire, Quodlibet. Nevertheless Quod-
libet provldes literary history with the first political novel 
in unabashed defense of Whiggery. Kennedy was an aristocrat 
first by birth and secorrlly by ma rria.ge. But by zmrriag e he 
became a member of the new aristocracy, the merchant class, 
who were displacing the old landed gentry. Brackenridge and 
Paulding would have found this alliance distasteful. Kennedy 
did not, and there by a. voided many of the inconsistencies and 
frustrations of Brackenr:idge, who found no permanent solace in 
any political party. 
1Parrington, op~ cit., II, 48-9. 
2 tbid., p. 49-
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Although Quodlibet describes the political activities 
in a small western tORn of the same name, Kenn9dy explains that 
Quodlibet it self is to be considered "but an abstract or min-
iature portrait of this nation." 1 The satire is directed pri-
marily at the Democrats' distrust of the Bank of the United 
States and at their tendency to encourage the common man to 
assune poll tical power. As the volume opens, Quodlibet, strug-
gling and poor, is destined to take "that sudden leap to great-
ness brought about by 11 the Removal of the Deposites." 2 Thus 
the issue between the Whigs and the Democrats--the main issue 
in the election of 1832;..-is joined at once. Although, as we 
have seen, the issue of the Bank went back to post-Revolutionary 
days, the panic of 1819 intensified the hatred particularly 
of the Westerner for the BUS, 1hrough which he felt that the 
"moneyed in tere a ts 11 of the East controlled and impoverished 
the citizens of the new states. James Truslow Adams recounts 
the events which led up to the panic of 1819: 
The situation of the whole country was thoroughly unsound 
when in 1818 the United States Bank, which had been very · 
badly managed and had done nothing to check the orgy of 
credit; suddenly instructed all its branches to accept no 
notes but it a own, to derrsnd immediate p1 ymen t of all 
State bank notes, and to renew no personal loans. State 
banks crashed everrNhere, the hollow credit structure 
collapsed, and ruin was widespread. Land values dropped 
in sonie cases by seventy per ce.nt and staple products by 
fifty per cent. By the collapse of the local State banks 
and the foreclosures by the national bank, a large part 
1Quodlibet (Philadelphia: Lea and Blanchard, 1840), 
p. 2. 
2 . Ibid., p. 3· 
of the city of Cincinnati, ita hotels, iron foundries, 
unimproved real estate, warehouses, and so on passed in 
title to the Bank of tm United States, and this story 
was repeated in other towns. The West was prostra ti at 
the feet of what it bad come to call "the Monster." 
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In 1832, although the Bank's charter still had four 
years to run, its Presiden~ Nicholas Biddle, applied for an 
extension, and Congress passed a bill allowing it. Jackson, 
hem ever, vetoed the bill. After the election of 1832, in 
which Clay made Jackson's veto one of the chief issues of the 
ca:riifX'lign, Jackson decided to kill the Bank and ordered the 
removal from it of the government deposits • He then proceeded 
to deposit national funds in state banks, favoring those which 
were sympathetic to his political party. These came to be 
known as pet banks. 
It is in the spirit of the times then, that as Quod-
libet opens, two of the town's citizens are planning to 
start, as a speculative venture, a bank which will be called 
"the Patriotic Copper-Plate Bank of Quodlibet • 11 These two 
men, Theodore Fog and Nicodemus Handy, are exponents of the 
new demooratic theory called Quodlibetarianism and belong to 
the New Lights Democratic party. They plan to issue paper 
money based on the government deposita and with the funds thus 
acquired they will speculate in real eatate. 2 Local citizens 
with the right politics are allowed to take stock in the bank. 
When Mr. Grant, a Whig, is invited to come in--provided of 
1 Adams, op. cit., pp. 272-3. 
2Quodlibet, pp. 28-36. 
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course he will promise to support the New Lights (Democratic) 
candidate for election--he refuses and predicts a crash be-
l 
cause of the issuing of too much paper money. Thus Kennedy 
places the blame for the pg.nic of 1837 on Jack son's monetary 
2 
policies, where some of it probab ly belonged. 
Kennedy also satirizes the Demreratic belief tm t 
every nan is qualified to hold office. Asks Mr. Fog rhetori-
cally: I I . . .who would be the most impartial in such a matter, 
the man legislating for his own property or the man legislat-
ing for his neigh. borIs ?!l He explains the New Lights point of 
view: 
"Do we not know, 11 said he, " that in every community the 
majority are poor? that there .are two men without prop-
erty for every one nan with it? Of course then, it fol-
lows logically, that, as two heads are better than one, 
the sole right, as we13 as the whole power of legislation 
is in the poor • • • • 
Abel Brown speaks up for the rich--ard for the author: 
" Is it to be told a~aire t a :rrsn, that his neighbors count 
him to be f ruga 1 an thrifty, and that he is considered 
respectable in the world? Yet that is your new fashioned-
demooracy, which wants to put every one in the dust who 
doesn 1 t :idle away his time and squander his substance, and 
let his family go to wrack, whilst he strolls a bout the 
country bawling democracy • • • • .L)emoc racy 1 s not what it 
used to be, or you would never find · the people putting up 
with this eternal dictation from the President and his 
friends, to Cone;ress _and to the retion, wmt he _will have, 
1r · 6 bid., p. 3 • 
2
see J. T. Adams, o0 ~ · cit., p. 307. However, Edward Channing (A History of . The ~nited ~tates, Vol. V, The Period 
of Transition, 1 1 ~1 . New York: e Macmillan . Co., 1930), 
p. scoun s ac son's role in bringing on the crisis. 
3Quodlibet, p. 129. 
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and what he won't have:--that's what I call rank yonarchy, 
and I will fight against it to my latest breath." 
Kennedy also satirizes What he . considers the tendency 
of the Democrats to substitute wards for things. Mr. Flam's 
house used to be called Quality Hall, located on Poplar Flats. 
Gradually the words changed to Equality Hall and The Popular 
Flats • For, as Flam explains, 
"· •• I have observed ••• in our country, especially 
amongst the unflinching, uncompromising democrats, that 
a name is always half the battle. For instance, sir, we 
wish to destroy the Bank; we have only to call it a Mon-
ster: We desire to put down an opposition ticket, and keep 
the offices amongst ourselves; a21 that we have to do is 
to set up a cry of Aristocracy." 
Being a merchant himself, Kennedy is particularly sensitive 
to the criticism of his class. The merchants always take the 
rap, says Fog, because they have few votes. Besides, a mer-
chant can never be right. If he is successful he is "a Rag 
Baron, a Ruffle Shirt, a Scrub Aristocrat" ; if he fails, he 
is blamed "for turning the humble and honest laborer out of 
employment, grinding the fa cea of the poor, depriving the 
widow and orphan of their bread!'3 
QuOdlibet concludes with the election of 1840, when 
Harrison and Tyler are nominated to oppose Van Buren. Despite 
the necessity for the modern reader to refer frequently to 
the history book, the novel is still impressive as a clever, 
witty satire by a gentleman who does not apologize for being 
anti-democratic. 
. . 
1 .. Ibid., p. 170. 2Ibid., p. 58. 
3rbid., PP· 158-9. 
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James Fenimore Cooper 
For many years James Fenimore Cooper's romances were 
considered as the bona fide expressions of his great talent, 
while his poli tica 1 and social commentaries were looked upon 
as the outpourings of an irascible aristocrat against his 
more common neighbors. Recent scholarship has done much to 
restore proper perspective and to show that, taken together, 
his works show a consistency of thinking heretofore missed. 
That "the creator of Leatherstocking, the symbol of men's 
innate goodness in a state of nature, spent most of his 
latter years writing novels expounding the value of a hier-
archical society" is not as paradoxical as Dr. David M. Ellis 
believes it is. 1 This has been the conventions l viewpoint. 
Miss Dorothy Waples began the necessary reconsideration when 
she established the political partisanship of Cooper and the 
effect this had on his private life and on his writing and 
examined in detail the Effingham libel suits which resulted 
2 
in the novels HoJreward Bori.nd and Home· As , Found. Robert 
Spiller has reexamined Cooper as a social critic and has 
asserted that "his romances were often merely a means of con-
veying his views on the political and social evils of his 
day."3Important as _this larger ana~ysis is, this study must 
1 . 
''The Coopers and New York State Landholding Systems 11 
James Ft'iu1imore Cooper: A Re.:.Appraisa1 (Cooperstown, New York: 
New York State Historical Association, 1954), 
2 The Wh.i~ Myth · of James Fenimore Cooper (New Haven: 
Yale University res s, 1938). .. - .. 
3u Second Thoughts on Cooper, II .James -Fenimore cooper: 
A Re-Appraisal, PP· 175-6. 
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confine itself primarily to a consideration of the clearly 
political novels: The Bravo (1831), The lieidemrauer (1832), 
The Headsman (1833), The Manikins (1835), The Redskins (1846), 
The Crater (1847), and The Ways ' of trie Hour (1850). 
Cooper's father was a Federalist with extensive land-
noldings in New York ste:tte, wbich, during Cooper's boyhood, 
were in large part a wilderness popula teu by Indians. From 
tbis early environm3nt come Cooper's respect for men unspoiled 
by civilization and his defense of the old aristocracy, both 
of which are not incomp:1tible with his staunch defense of 
democracy but are rather necessary components of it. Cooper's 
democracy stemmed, just as did Jacksonian democracy, from 
French ronBntic theory. It was nurtured by the agrarianism 
of Jeffersonian democracy (with its admixture of the ideals 
of the planter aristocracy, which included in Virginia the 
political union of the higher and lower classes against the 
middle). By the tire Jackson became the head of the Democratic 
party, Cooper shared with the Democrats their hatred of the 
Bank of the United States and of course their dislike for the 
Whigs, the :r=a rty composed of the new aristocracy of Wall 
Street--the pushing, uncultured middle class. 
In 1826 Cooper went to Europe. Separated from his 
country by the Atlantic Ocean, he extolled the virtues of 
popular governrent with an enthusiasm which he was never able 
to muster after his return home. It is not strange that he 
was mere of a demoorat in Europe than he was in America or 
that, abroad; he Pwore ·bisdemocracy on his sleeve."l 
lcowie, op. cit., p. 132. 
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Separation often dulls the memory of the faults of both men 
and countries. But besides, Cooper, who might have been 
considered an aristocrat at home, felt in Europe as a fron-
tiersman might feel upon his introduction to New York society. 
In c anpari son with the European aristocracy, he was a republi-
can--socially as well as politically. And finally, he was 
genuinely an American patriot who, though he might have been 
disposed to criticize at home, outside the family circle re-
maine d loyal. 
His first effort to win friends for America and democ-
racy was his Notions of the Americans; Picked up by a Traveling 
Bachelor (1828). Purportedly written by a Britisher visiting 
America, it praises the institutions of the United States to 
such a degree that it succeeded merely in setting up among 
Europeans the "defense mechanism" 1 which Cooper himself had 
adopted in Europe. For the next three years he kept his po-
litical feelings out of print but then, too impressed with 
the superiority of republican ideals--as he believed they 
were upheld in Am3rica --over the oligarchies 1 governments of 
Europe to keep silent longer, he wrote his trilogy of novels, 
set in medieval Europe but designed to criticize the existing 
European regimes. Although it ta s been remarked that Cooper 
was writing more for the warning of Americans than the instruc-
tion of Eur opet:lns ,2 such a . purpose . is never . exp licitly stated 
lrbid. 
2 . 8 Ibid., p. 13 . 
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1 by Cooper. Occasionally he interjects an implied criticism 
of A:rre ri cans, particularly the money-getters, 2 but on the 
whole Americans and their politics are not directly referred 
to and when they are they contrast favorably with Europeans. 3 
There is no forecast of the bitterness with which he was later 
to view the American political scene. These three novels--
The Bravo, The Heidenmauer, and 1he 'Headsman--thus only by in-
direction can be considered American poll tical novels. They 
are important here only as indications of Cooper's earlier 
poli tica 1 thrught and as evidence of the great changes which 
his views on popular govern:rrent were to undergo after his 
return to the United States in 1833. 
In genera 1 the three works a 11 illustrate the evils of 
a system in which a few govern the many. He points out '' the 
necessity of widening the foundations of society, until the 
base shall l::a ve a breadth capable of securing the just repre-
sentation of every interest ~ ••• "4 For~ 
1His statement in The Heidenmauer ([Philadelphia: Carey, 
Lea, and Blanchard, 1836], -r~5)-- 11 for we profess to write only 
for the amusement--fortunate shall we be if instruction may be 
added--of our own countrymen; ~hould others be pleased to read 
these crude pages, we shall~ flattereu and of course grate-
ful; but with this distinct avowal of our object in holding the 
pen, we trust they will read with the necessary amcunt of indt:il.-
gence n --seems to be an attempt to convince Europeans that he 
was not lecturing them. 
2
see James Gros ana n' s connnent in James Fenimore CooJer 
(''A:rrerican Men of Letters"; -William Bloane Associa tea, 1949 , 77. 
3In The Bravo ([Philadelphia: Carey and Lea, 1833], I, 
171), he explains t:mt-he is writing _about one of the "self-
a tyled c o:riunonwea 1 ths" of tbi s period in Italian his tory whoa e 
downfall is often used as 11 proof of the inability of man to 
govern himself." This is the kind of reasoning which nis so 
fond of predicting the downfall of our own liberal system •••• 11 
4The Bravo, I, 170. 
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••• admitting every· benefit which can possibly flow from a 
just administration, with wise and humane princes, a gov-
erniW nt which is not properly based on the people, pos-
sesses an unavoidable and oppressive evi 1 of the first 
ma gnitude, in the necessi~ of supporting itself by phy-
sical force and onerous impositions, aglinst the natural 
action of the majority.l 
Cooper approves of the opinions of Monsieur Descloux (The Heads-
man) on the subject-: 
" If one ns n rule, he will rule for his own benefit, and 
that of his p:lrasites; if a minority rule, we have many 
masters instead of one ••• all of whom must be fed and 
served; and if the majority rule and rule wrongfully, 
why the minimum of harm is done." He admitted, that the 
people might be deceived to their awn injury, but then, 
he did not think it was quite as likely to happen, as that 
they should be oppressed2when they were governed without 
any agency of their own. 
He even goes so far as to say, not that if the citizens of 
a country are virtuous in their private lives, the government 
will be a just and moral one, but that if the government is 
a true republic, it will have a beneficent influence upon the 
persona l morality of its citizens • 
• • • [O]ther things being equal, the citizens of a repub-
lic will have a higher standard of private virtue than the 
subjects of any other form of government •••• For re-
sponsibility to public opinion existing in all the branchEB 
of its administration, that c onventiona 1 moralit y , which 
characterizes the common sentiment, will be left to act 
on the mass, and will not pervert it into a terrible en-
gine of corrupt ion, as is the callle when factitio~s ins ti-
tutions g ive a f alse direction to its influence. 
In defense of popular revel ts, he comments: 
• when a government trembles for its existence, oefore 
the turbulence of popular commotion, it is reasonable to 
1 Ibid., p. vii. 2 The. ::.I:I~adsmAn, p. ix. 
3The Bravo, p. 179. 
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infer some radical defect in its organization • . Men will 
rally around their institutions, as freely as they rally 
around any other cherished interest, when they merit their 
care, and there can be no surer sign of their hollowness 
then whe£ the rulers seriously apprehend the breath of 
the mob. 
The entire plot of The .Heactsman is meant to illus-
trate the evil of prejudice which favors the well-born and 
discriminates against those with a hereditary stigma. The 
hero, Sigismund, though kind, generous, courageous, and pos-
sessed of all of the private virtues any one man c ruld hope 
for, is nevertheless nearl y denied the hand of the woman he 
loves because he has been born, as it is believed, the son of 
a beadsman. The virtues of the l ady are, however e qual to 
his own, for she is able to overcome the prejudices of her 
family and accept him even before she discovers that he is, 
after a 11, we 11-born like herself. tt 1 Without the aid of 
parchments ani tongues ••• we should all be 6:1 ual in birth, 1 " 
her father admits. 2 
In general Cooper looks favorably upon reform ( 1• ' change 
is the unpardonable sin in politics, 1 " observes one of the 
ahara cters in The Headsman). 3 Always, however, men shruld 
bear in mind that no matter who governs in this morta l realm 
there is an fl intelligence which controls the harmony of the 
universe 11 ;4 that thrugh change is to be wel coJOOd, unchangeable 
are the "qualities of the good~ the virtuous, and of the really 
1 I . I bid., , 95 ~. 2 . ' 8 Ibid., II, 24 • 
3 . 
p. 251. See also The Headsman, p. 233; Beidenmauer,I I , ~ 8. 
~eidemnauer, I, 51. 
1 
noble." 
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The high idealism of these novels was due to be severely 
tested when Cooper returned home in 1833 to find that the 
scramble for money was the chief motivation of Americans. 
Jackson was in his second term as President, the westward 
migration had increased, and speculation was rampant. Fur-
thermore, The Bravo, because of its didacticism, provoked 
so:rm unfavorable criticism which annoyed Cooper. He replied 
to this criticism in A Letter to His ·countrtmen (1834), which 
also sets forth the extent to which he found his country dis-
appointing upon his return home. He was convinced that the 
critical review of The Bravo which appeared in an American 
paper had been translated from a French journal and that the 
French review had been prompted by the fact that he had taken 
2 
sides in a politica l debate in France. It seemed ironic to 
him that his staunch defense abroad of American institutions 
had brought unfavorable comments from his own country; in 
anger and disappointment, he began to doubt that democracy 
was working in the United States as wel J. as it shoula. The 
consequence of these doubts was the publication in 1835 of 
The Monikins,a satire of both Eng lish ·and ~merican politics--
but particularly of the Whigs. The issue was now joined with 
' . 
the Wb.igs and with . t~e p~ess, which was primari~y Whig-:-controlled; 
1Ibid., II, 248. 
2 Cooper, A Letter ' to His Countrymen (New York: 
J. Wiley, 1834), p. 107. 
and from this time on, Cooper devoted much of his time and 
his art to politic~l attacks and politica l defense. 1 
The narrator of The Monikins, Jack Goldenca lf, is a 
member of the nouveau_riche--the grandson of a shopkeeper 
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who has become wealthy by his own efforts. Jack is educated 
oy a clergyman, Dr. Etherington, who retains the old pre-
judice in favor of' social classes established by birth. Jack, 
however, reels that circumstances of oirth are of small im-
portance, for money can buy anything. It can even buy socia~ 
position, and so Jack proceeds to buy himself a baronetcy. 
J~ck, however, has his own high ideals; he believes deeply 
in the stake-in-society principle. 
By a stake in society is meant ••• a multiplication 
of those interests which occupy :us in our daily con-
cerns--or what is vulgarly called property. This prin-
ciple works by exciting us to do right, through those 
heavy investmentl:i of our own which would inevitably 
suffer were we t o do wro ng • . The pr op os i ti on i s now 
clear, nor can the premises readily oe mistaken. Hap-
piness is the aim of society; and property, or ~ vested 
interest in that society, is the oest pledge of our dis-
interestedness and justice, and the best qualification 
for its proper control. It follows as a legitimate 
corollary, that a multiplication of those interests will 
increase the stake, and render us more and more worthy 
of the trust, by elevating us, as near as may be , 2 to the pure and ethereal condition of the angels •••• 
Jack therefore decides to get · as many stakes in society as 
possible; he resolves "to love all things, and conse quently 
to become wort~y of being intrusted with the care of all 
1 See Waples, op. ·cit. 
2 Cooper, The Monikins (New York ·: Stringer and 
Townsend, 1852), I, 91. 
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1 
things. 11 In the course of his travels he visits the coun-
tries of Leaphigh (England) and Leaplow (The United States), 
where he encounters Swiftian anim9.ls which look like monkeys, 
act like men, and are known as monikins. 
The government of Leaplow is in theory better than 
that of Leaphigh. When Sir John (Jack 'Goldencalf} asks if 
the suffrage is not "confined -to those members of society 
who possess a 1 a oc ia 1 a take 1 '' Brigadier Downright, the 
author's spokesman, replies, n 1 Certainly, Sir John. They who 
live and breathe. 1 n Brigadier Downright obje eta to the 
social-stake system as commonly defined, for it supports the 
interests of only one class. 
tiif your government is instituted for their benefit only, 
your social-stake system is all well enough; but if the 
object be the general good, you have no ch~ice but to 
trust its custody to the genera l keeping." 
The foundations of the Leaplow government are to be 
commended, therefore; but while Sir John and his friends are 
in Leaplow an eclipse occurs--the eclipse of the moral post-
ulate Principle, the intervening body being the immora 1 post-
ulate, Pecuniary Interest. 
The shadow cast its malign influence on every interest 
connected with monikin life. Temples were raised to God . 
on speculation; the governxmnt was perverted to a money-
investment, in which profit and not justice and security, 
was the object; holy wedlock f~st took the aspect of buying 
and selling, and few prayed who did not identify spiritual 
benefits with gold and silver~' _ _ 
1Ibid., II, 92. 
3Ibid. , rr., 192. 
2Ibid., ·JI, 126-7. 
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This is the transformation of his own country that Cooper could 
not bear. The old aristocracy was being replaced. 
The affluent, without hesitation, or, indeed, opposition, 
appropriated to thenBelves the sole use of the word re-
spectable, while taste, judgment, honesty, and wisdom, 
dropped like so many heirlooms quietly into the possession 
of those who had money. 
People in Leaplow used to ask of a man: u,is he honest?' 
'is he capable?' •is he enlightened' 'is he wise?' 'is he 
good?'" Now, however, the only interrogation is "Is he 
rich?" Again, Brigadier Downright comments for the author: 
" ' • • 
• no government that is essentially influenced by com-
merce ms everbeenotberwise than exclusive, or aristocratic.•"2 
A,s the book ends, Sir John gives up his social-stake 
tl':e ories as being ill-founded·3 ani marries Anna Etherington, 
a member of the socia l aria tocracy. 
Although all of this is primarily directed toward the 
Whigs, the Democrats do not escape. The levelling tendencies 
of the Jacksonians were in sharp disagreement with Cooper's 
social theories. The inhabitants of Leaplow have their 
tails docked (the tails were the seat of wisdom) so that all 
are equal. "'Without some such expedient, there might be an 
aristocracy of intellect among us, and there would be an end 
of our . liberties, I II exp1a ins . the Commodore .4 . The struggle 
1Ibid., II, 195· 2Ibid., II, 196. 3Ibid., II, 231. 
. 4Ibid., II, 37· In- The Aneriean Democrat ([New York: 
New York VIntage Books, 1956J, p. 43J Cooper is more specific; 
he declares himself against equality of condition;• He also 
obje eta to "raising nen very far abow their natural propensi-
t 1 e s " ( 1 b id • , p • 4 ) . 
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of each politician to prove himself one of the people and the 
preference of voters for office-holders of little ability is 
satirized. Juige People's Friend explains: 
"In Leaplow, humility is everything. The monikin who will 
take care and repeat sufficiently often that he is just 
the po:orest devil going, that he is ab solutely unfit for 
even the meanest employment in the land, and in other 
respects ought to be hooted out of society, may very 
safely consider himself in a fair way to be elevated to 
some of the dignities he declares himself the least 
fitted to fill."l 
Rotation in office is achieved in Leaplow by putting all the 
names of the citizens in one barrel and all the names of the 
offices in another. The names are drawn as in a lottery to 
choose government officials for a year. 2 
Following the publication of The Monikina, Cooper be-
came involved in a contro ·versy with residents in and near 
Cooperstown which confirmed his opinions that the rights of 
the landed gentry were being destroyed. Beginning with a 
local dispute, the incident rapidly spread to a war between 
Cooper and Whig papers who were retaliating against his 
recent commentaries on American politics and who were offended 
by what appeared to them his aristocratic pretensions.3 
Cooper's father had given the peoBle of ~ooperstown and its 
1 . 6 Ibid., I, 21 -17. See also II, 38. 
2 
Ibid • , II , 2 9 • 
3see Waples, op. cit. for details; also Ethel R. 
Out land, The · "Effingham" Libels · on Cooper ( "University of 
Wisconsin Studies in Language and Literature, 11 No. 28; Madison: 
University of Wisconsin, 1929). 
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environs permission to picnic on a picturesque point of land 
which jutted out into Lake Otsego. As time passed, the people 
began to assume that the land was public property; and, when 
Cooper objected to trees being cut down and buildings erected 
without his permission, he aroused the wrath of the townspeople. 
He finally forbade them to use the area at all. A mass meeting 
was held at which the people voted to defy his "no trespas-
sing" decree and to remove his books from the public library. 
The accounts of this incident in the papers were the basis of 
the series of :lawsuits that Cooper brought against the news-
papa rs which published them. Homeward Bound ( 1838) and Homa 
as Found (1838) contain Cooper's account of what was for him 
a disillusioning and bitter experience. Although he still 
professed to be a democrat and although his thinking did not 
change basically, Cooper's emphasis more and more was on the 
virtues of and the necessity for a landed aristocracy to 
counteract the evils of the new Wall Street gentry and to 
guide and serve the lower class. In The American Democrat 
(also published in 1838) he writes ·: 
The social duties of a gentleman are of a high order. 
The class to which he belongs is the na tum 1 repository 
of the manners, tastes, tone, and, to a certain extent, 
of the principles of a country. They who imagine this 
portion of the community useless drones who consume with-
out producing, have not studied society, or they have 
listened to the suggestions of personal envy instead of 
consulting his tory and facts. If the laborer is indis-
pensable to civil ization, so is .also the gentleman. While 
the one produces, the other directs his skill tD those1 arts which ~ise the ~olished rna~ above the barbarian. 
1 p. 89. 
He condones democracy because it is less likely to lead to 
abuse than other forms of government •1 Further, i t is 
cheaper and "less liable to popular tumults 11 because "t:ne 
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people, having legal means in their paver to redress wrongs, 
2 have little inducement to employ any others." However, he 
believes that political equality does not demand social 
equality; though theoretically desirable, social equality can 
never work in a civilized country. 
If we would have civilization and the exertion indis-
pensable to its success we must have property; if we 
have property, we must have its rights; if we have the 
rights of property, we must talre those consequences of 
the rights of prop~rty which are inseparable from the 
rights themselves.' 
It was these 11 rights of propertytt which Cooper defended 
again when the anti-rent controversy came to the fore a few 
years later in New York state. In considering Cooper's part 
in this question we must leep in mind that he was politically 
a conserve ti ve. As he put it in A · Letter to His Countrymen, 
''the democrat is the conservative, and, thank God, he has 
som thing worth preserving. n4 Although in his three European 
poll tical novels, he was critical of those who objected to 
change, he was not himself able to submit to it in the United 
States. Related to his reverence for the status quo was his 
1 . Ibid., p. 
3- . Ibid., p. 
4 :t Op. c t., 
4o. 
42. 
p. 99· 
2!bid.' p. 56. 
85 
insistence on a strict adherence to the law and the Consti-
tution. In the anti-rent dispute he even used the ultra-
conservative argument that if a thing had not up to this time 
existed 11 it was prooobly never designed by divine wisdom that 
- 1 
it should exist." 
The anti-rent is sue flared up in New York in the 
1830's. The early Dutch and English settlers had been given 
huge grants of land from the crown and had leased part of it 
on a permanent basis in exchange for money or goods or both. 
These rents became oppressive to many of the farrrers who had 
improved the larrl and built on it; they wished to buy it out-
right, but the landlords would not sell. When the landlords 
demgnded payments of back rents or threatened eviction, the 
farmers banded together to resist. Before enough pressure was 
brought to bear on the state legislature so that the large 
estates were broken up, some men md been shot and others had 
2 been hanged for doing so. 
Cooper immediately saw the similarity between this 
issue and his troubles over the public use of his own land. 
It was a violation of persoll9 1 rights and property rights; it 
was destroying the status quo; and it was defiance of the law. 
Nor were his views softened by the fact that the Governor~ 
1The Redskins (New York: George Munro, 1885), p. 8. 
2 " This was the same kind of landlord tyranny which the 
Western farmers objected to later in the century and which is 
recorded in the fiction of Hamlin Garland. A good summary of 
the anti-rent issue appears in Granville Hicks, 11 Landlord 
Cooper and the Anti-Renters, " Antioch Review, V{March 1945), 
95-109. 
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who sympathized with the tenants, was a Whig. His views were 
translated into fiction in the Littlepage trilogy: Satanstoe 
(1845), The Chairibearers (1845), and The Redskins (1846). 
The first two are primarily background. In The Redskins 
Cooper gets in to the heart of the anti-rent issue with the 
result that the narrative is often forgotten while he lapses 
for pages at a time into his argunen t. His the sis is summed 
up in the following passage: 
A state of things which will not encourage the rich to 
hold real estate would not be desirable since it would 
be diverting their money, knowledge, liberality, feelings 
and leisure, from the improvement of tie soil, to objects 
neither so useful nor so praiseworthy. 
In The Crater (1847) and The Ways of the Hour (1850) 
his views on the nstters of majority rights versus minority 
rights ( i• tyranny" versus "freedom") and of the rights of 
property become more extreme and further removed from the 
political realities of nineteenth century America. In fact, 
in The Crater he removes his characters physically from the 
United States to a volcanic island in the Pacific where a 
gentleman-dictator rules a group of colonists until newspaper 
men and lawyers arrive to bring dissension and majority rule. 
The Governor's assistants are his brother, whom he appointed 
as secretary, and a council of nine, who were elected for 
life ''to prevent the worst part, and the most corrupting 
influence of politics, namely, the elections, from getting 
1The Redskins, p. 8. 
too much sway over the public mind." 1 Since the Governor, 
Mark Woolston, was the fi rat to land on the island, he is 
given property amounting to more than that belonging to all 
the other colonists put together. The possession of this 
property together with the fact that he is a gentleman make 
2 
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him entitled to rule. The manner in which he was cast upon 
the is l and makes it seem, in fact, that the land was "a 
specia 1 gift of Providence to himself .n3 Indeed, "no sov-
ereign on his throne, could write Gratia Dei before his 
titles with stricter conformity to truth, than Mark Woolston.~ 
Cooper na kes it plain that he has little sympathy for 
collectivist schemes. Like Woolston, he "was of opinion that 
civilization could not exist without property, or property 
without a direct personal interest in both its accumulation 
and its preservation."5 Common property meant a curtailment 
of individual freedom, which came to be for Cooper the greatest 
good. 
Of all sophisms, that is the broadest which supposes per-
sonal liberty is extended by increasing the power of the 
community. I ndividuality is annihilated in a thousand 
things, by the community-power that a l ready exists in 
this country, where persecution often follows from a 
man's thinking and acting differently from his neighbors, 
though the law professes to protect him. The reason why 
this power becomes so very formidable, and . is often so 
oppressively tyrannical in its exhibition, is very ob-
vious. In countries where the power is in the hands of 
the few, _public symp1thy often sustains the Imn who 
1The Crater or Vulcan's Peak {New York: G. p. Putnam's 
Sons, n. d. ) , p. 341. 
2 i Ib d., 
4 Ibid., 
pp. 339-40. 
p. 464. 
3Ibid., PP· 339-40. 
5!bid., p. 313; see also p. 339· 
resists its injustice; but no public sympathy cin sus-
tain him w.no is oppressed by the public itself. 
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He is against the change of laws or Constitutions 
because "constitutions were expressly intended to defend the 
rights of minorities • • • • It was out a truism to say that 
the oppression of the majority was the worst sort of oppres-
u2 sion • • • • On ihe subject of majority rule, Cooper be-
cones vehement. 
A majority of the electors of the State of New York are, 
at this moment, opposed to universal suffrage, especially 
as it is exercised in the town and villag e government, 
but moral cowardice holds them in subjection. Afraid of 
their own shadows, each politician hesitates to 11 bell 
the cat." What is more, the select aristocrats and mon-
archists are the least bold in acting frankly, and in 
saying openly what they think; leaving that office to be 
discharged, as it ever will be, by the men who--true 
democrats, and not canting democrats--willing to give the 
people just as much control as they know how to use, or 
which circumstances will allow them to use beneficially 
to themselves, do not hesitate to speak with the candor 
and manliness of their principles. These men call 
things by their right names, equally eschewing the ab-
surdity of believing that ns ture intended rulers to des-
cend from male to IIB le, according to the order of primo-
geniture, or the still greater nonsense of supposing it 
necessary to obtain the most thrifty plants from the 
hot-beds of the people, that they may be transplanted 
into the 3beds of state, reeking with the manure of the gutters. · 
Despite the fact that there are only about five hun-
dred people in the colony, cla as boundaries are distinct and 
rigid. Although none belongs ''to the highest social class of 
America," 
• distinctions existed which were maintained usefully, 
and without a thou~t of doing _them away. The notion that 
lr . ,~. bid., pp. 313-~· 2r . 4 8 bid., p. 5 • 
3rb id • , p • 464. 
money alone makes those divisions into castes which are 
everywhere to be found, and which will probably continue 
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to be found as long as society itself exists, is a very 
vulgar and fallacious notion. It comes from the di.fficulty 
of appreciating those tastes and qualities which, not pos-
sessing o~rselves, are so many unknown and mysterious in-
fluences. 
Nor did the class distinctions confine themselves to the social 
realm. Of the nine original council members, eight were ttgentle-
men"; the other was the sailor who had been tossed on the 
island with Woolston, and because of this circumstance had been 
put on the governing body. Although Betts "had good sense," 
he was not, like the eight gentlemen, intelligent. So sensible 
was he that 
• • • the honest fellow • • • resigned his seat in the 
council, feeling that he was out of his place in such a 
body, among men of more or less education, and of ba bits 
so much superior and more refined than his own. Mark did 
not oppose this step in his friend, but rather encouraged 
it; being persuaded nothing was gained by forzing upon a 
man duties he was hardly fitted to discharge. 
In one area the Cooper of the European novels ap-
pears (this is one issue upon mich he maintains a consistent 
stan:l througpout his life)--that is, his opposition to the mer-
cantile class. There is nothing wrong with making money (the 
Woolstons become wealthy on the island), but the evil come~ 
with the devotion of all one's time to "the pursuit of gain. 113 
The Ways of the Hour continues in the same vein, 
although the author's spokesm~n, in . p~aceof the mila mannered, 
1Ibid., p. 362. 2Ibid., pp. 372-3. 
3Ibid., p. 368; also p . 406. 
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reserved Mark Woolston, is the peppery and opinionated Wall 
Street lawyer, Thomas Dunscomb. Not particularly discernible 
in Cooper's earlier works is the note of pessimism: n 1 Things 
1 
are changed in Arre riky . • • " and "'The times seem sadly out 
of joint .••• 1' 2 The ''tyr~nny of the majorityn3 has over-
thrown the - old state Constitution and ms instituted a new 
code of laws which provides ror such evils as election of 
judges by the pe ople4 and gives woren the right to keep their 
property in their own name even after marriage. This latter--
the "cup-and-saucer law"--is particularly distasteful; it 
''would fain disturb the order of a domes tic government, which 
is directly derived from divine wisdom as from divine benevo-
5 lence." The anti-rent issue crops up a~in with its corollary, 
strict adherence to ani enforcement of law with no cht~nges. 
Dunscorob (or Cooper) would punish the anti-renters by with-
holding the franchise from counties or towns where the law 
could not be enforced.? 
6 
Class distinctions ha ve become even more important. 
Cooper here tries to distinguish, however, between the terms 
11aristocrat" and 11 gentleman." An aristocrat, he points out, 
is a member of a . political elite, and no such class exists in 
1rb:td., p. 108. 
4rb id • p • 6 6 • 
· --, 
2 . 4 Ibid • , p • l 1. 3 Ibid., p. 221. 
5ibid., p. 315; also pp. 157, 158, 214, 372, 161, 238-
9, 240, 27~15, 3?8-80ff. 
6 .. . Ibid. , p. 17 • 
?Ibid., p. 18; also pp. 16, 87, 361, 377. 
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Anerica. Whl t political privilege does the patroon have "un-
less it be the privilege of m ving more stolen !'rom him, by 
poll tica 1 frauds, than any other man in the State • • • ?" 1 
The gentleman is, however, still with us and is recognizable at 
a glance • 
• • • [A] gentleman can bardly be brought into the company 
of nBn or woman, without his at once perceiving whether he 
or she belongs to his own social caste or not. What is 
more, if a nBn of the world, he detects almost instinc-
tively the degree~ of caste, as well as the greater sub-
divisions •••• 
The lawyer Timms recog nizes Dunsconi) as a gentleman, even 
though he persists in misnaming him an aristocrat. 
"Why, sir, [says Timms] you don't look like the rest of 
us. Your very walk is different--~our language, manners, 
dress, habits ana-Dpinions .••• 
Timms tries to elevate himself by improving his language and 
manners, but Dunscomb reproves him: 
" Timms; take my advice, and let all these small nstters 
alone. It takes a l ife to mas~er them, ~nd one must 
begin from the crad l e • • •• 11 !.!-
Mary Monson, accused of arson and murder, is recognized as a 
lady immediately by Dr. McBrain; who !! saw, at a glance, that 
this person belonged to a class every way superior to that of 
even the highest of those who pressed around the table."5 
The juige at her trial, fu.ough now by virtue of his election 
controlled by the people, recognizes her station, too, and 
gives her special cons idera ti on in the court room. 6 In truth, 
1 . 274. 
2 . . 89. Ib1d., P• Ibid., p . 
3 Ibid., p. 275· 
4 .. Ibid., P• 139· 
5rb1d.., 31-2. 6 . 257· pp. Ibid., p. 
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n the cmsm between the cultivated and the uncultivated, the 
1 polished and the unpolished, is wide •••• n Explicit as ne 
is on the necessity for social distinctions, Cooper, one feels, 
has kept back the point he really wishes to make: that even 
though there is no aristocracy now in the United States, it 
might be a good idea 1f' there were one; that gentlemen, with 
their intelligence, :rmnners, and habits should be the office-
holders. 
The primarY purpose of the novel, however, is to point 
out the injustice of jury trial. Mary Monson, a wealthy lady 
of good family, is accused of arson and murder. Because, dur-
ing her residence in the town prior to her arrest she has re-
fused to mix socially with the citizens and because during her 
imprisonment she has refused to di splay herself at the prison 
window; because she plays a harp and reads books in foreign 
languages; because, in short, she insists on retaining her 
individuality ani her class distinction, she is found guilty 
by a prejudiced jury. Cooper's view is that 
••• the institution itself, so admirable in a monarchy, 
is totally unsuited to a democracy. The very principle 
that renders it so safe where there is a great central 
power to resist, renders it unsafe in a state of society 
in which few have sufficien2 resolution to attempt even 
to resist popular impulses. 
He does not give us a good alternative to tria 1 by jury, how-
ever, for the judge rather obviously shows his prejudices to 
be in favor of th~ upper .social classes. 
1 . 2 Ibid.,p.20. 
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The extent of Cooper's disil l usionment with democr~cy 
in practice is strikingly i l lustrated by a pass~ge from The 
Bravo. Written by Cooper a8 a derogatory de script ion o :f Sig-
nor Gradenigo, a senator ar:d member of the Venetian oligar-
chy, it could all too aptly be applied to the Cooper of 1850 • 
• • • [H]e was equally opposed to the domination of one, 
or of the whole; being, as respects the first, a furious 
republican, and, in ret·erence to the last, leaning to 
that singular sophism which calls .the dominion of the 
rna jority the rule of many tyrants~ In short, ne was an 
aristocrat; and no man md more industriously or more 
successfully persuaded himself into the oelief o:f all 
the dogmas that were favorable to his caste. He was a 
power:ful advocate o:f vested rights, for their possession 
was advantageous to himself; he was sen~itively alive to 
innovations on usages and to vicissitudes in the his-
tories of families, for calculation had substituted taste 
for principles; nor was he backward, on occasion, in ue-
fenaing his opinions by analogies drawn from the decrees 
of Providence. With a philosophy that seemed to satisfy 
himself, he contended that, as God had established 
orders throughout his own cre~tion, in a descending 
chain from angels to men, it was sa!'e to follow an ixam-
ple which emanated from a wisdom that was infinite. 
The quotation does not, however, fit in one respect. Cooper 
~intained his defense o:f tne high principles of justice and 
none sty as he saw them; of the r ights of individuals an d the 
v~lue of individualism in a country where group orientation 
and conformity was oecoming tt :fetililh.2 Perhaps bis !'ault lay 
in his assumption that all gentlemen were as highly principled 
as himself. 
1The Bravo, pp. 101-2. 
2 The problem of the rights of the minority under 
majority rule has concerned ma ny people in the twentieth cen-
tury. Proportional representation (PR) is one method of vot-
ing devised to provide representation !'or all groups. 
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In an analysis of Cooper's political views, over-
simplific~:ttion is dangerous. A careful stuiy of nis political 
and social philosophy as evidenced in all his novels is much 
needed. Examination of nis political novels here indicates 
that his alli!::~nce with the Democrats wa~:~ inevitable because of 
his strong anti-monarchical bias, his firm belief in the 
rights of the ir:dividual, nis belief in political equality, 
nis abhorrence of the rise of exploitation and speculation, 
and his hatred of the class which was en~ged in these pur-
suits. To attain the ideals which he upheld, he favored less 
political power for the states and more for the federa 1 gov-
ernment1 and the domination of the executive branch of govern-
2 
ment over the legis la ti ve. His d emoc ra tic views were tem-
pered by, or perhaps coupled with, the beliefs that, though the 
lower classes shcnld have the right to vote (with some excep-
tions) they should not hold political positions for which they 
do not have the talent or t:mining; and that levelling is not 
a necessary or desirable concomitant of democracy. Implicit 
in Cooper (much as in Brackenridge) is a Platonic conception 
of the ideal democracy as being a goverrllOOnt with a responsi-
ble, educated, principled ruling group elected by a much 
larger class of Natty Bumppos, ns ture 's unspoiled noblemen. 
Cooper's political novels did little to stay the tide 
of popular democracy, and they . di~ considerable harm to his 
1The Ways of the Hour, p. 150. 
2A Letter to His Countrymen, p. 90; also pp. 75 ff. 
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popularity as a novel:ls t, and a a a consequence to his bank 
account. After the publication of The ' Bravo, the amount he 
was able to get for his novels in England fell steadily until 
in his attempts to publish The Ways · of the Hour there he had 
trouble getting a publisher who wau ld give him anything at 
1 
all. The public preferred the Leatherstocking tales and 
all of his attempts to educate them to an understan:iing of 
his political views only made them turn a gainst him the more. 
Although time has kindly forced his political novels into 
obscurity, at the time of his death, they were uppermost in 
tbe minds of his countrymen. 
Summary 
The pericd from 1774 to 1850--the publication dates 
of A Pretty Story and The Ways of the ·Hour respectively--was 
marked by constant and vast poli t1 cal change. On the one 
hand, from a colony and 1a ter a loose federation the country 
had become a union which could rank in power with other nations 
in the world and which could put down its own internal dis-
turbances. On the other hand, it had changed from a people 
seemingly united under a new Constitution and a popular Pres-
ident (Washington) to a land divided by parties of ever-
shifting sectional and class alliances, a land which was soon 
to be torn by Givil War. This period saw the downfall of the 
old aristocracy as represented by the Tories an:l the Federalists 
and the begin~ings of a new aristoc~acy based upon wealth--a 
1 Grossnan, op. cit., p. 243. 
class which adhered in politica l principle to the theory of 
laissez faire and Engl ish middle class l iberalism. 
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It was this philosophy--realistic and materialistic--
which gave impetus to the great V'Testward expansion and indus-
trial development of the country. I t eclipsed for a time but 
yet it never completely annihilated another philosophy, also 
individualistic, which was inherited l argely from John Locke 
and from French romantic theory and which was embodied in the 
Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. This phil-
osophy was concerned more with the individual political and 
civil rights of each man rather than with the ri ghts of trade; 
it appeared as Jeffersonian a grarianism in the ear ly years 
of the century, l ater as Jacksonian democracy, and it mi grated 
to New England under the guise of humanitarian reforms such 
as abolition. 1 It was to appear again in the equalitarian 
l oco-foco movement in New York and much later as an element 
in the rise of the agrarian-populist movement toward the end 
of the century. 
In this early period, the political novels reveal an 
awareness of the problems facing a government in its experi-
mental sta ges. Democracy was by no means unanimously ac-
knowledged as the on l y possible form of government for this 
country; monarchy was serious l y considered by some at the time 
of the French Revolution. .Even when nomina l ly espoused, 
democracy was subject to even more interpre t ations than it is 
1Parrington, op. cit., I I , iii-ix. 
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today. Thus Brackenridge, Pa uJd ing , and Cooper, who are 
usually conceded to have been sympathetic toward democracy, 
have different ideas of what a democracy should be. Hopkin-
son and Belknap supported the Revolution, but this was perhaps 
the only cause 'Rb.ich found these two Federalists. on the same 
side as Samuel Adams and Patrick Henry. Actually , despite 
the d i versity of opinion among these early novelists, the 
radical or revolutionary segm:m t of the population typified 
by Adams or Henry bad no spokesman in the pr oo e fie tion of 
tbe period. The one thing that stands out with respect to 
a 11 of these writers is that they were aristocrats by nature 
or by choice, if not by birth. Anti-monarchical as they were 
as a result of their Revolutionary experience and their 
rorrantic espousa l of equalitarianism, yet in varying degrees 
they were opposed to the levelling tendencies of Jacksonian 
democracy. The hope of Brackenridge was that equality in 
America with its unlimited opportunities would mean a level-
ling up rather than a levelling down; be hoped tbat eventually 
the masses would become aware of the necessity of electing 
educated men to office. The desire of Cooper was for a main-
tenance of politica l equality together with a recognition of 
social and intellectual ine quality. The aim of both wa s an 
unlimited individual development rather than a levelling off 
at mediocre uniformity. 
In assessing the contribution of these men to political 
fiction, it must be remembered that, being scholars, they were 
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1 gentlemen almost per se. It is typical of the feeling of 
the reriod that the Massachusetts constitution should in 
describing the composition of the state senate use the phrase, 
ttgentlemen of education, fortune, and leisure. tt 2 The combi-
nation was common, if not inevitable. Yet education could 
probably be more closely identified wl th class and section 
during this period before the establishment and propa gation 
of a public school system tban it was to be later in the cen-
tury.3 At this time, it took great industry, parental and 
persona l interest., as well as the favor of circumsmnce for a 
poor boy to become educated. Because of sectional differences 
it was easier to get at least an elementary school education 
in New England, whereas west of the mountains this was almost 
impossible before 184o.4 In the colleges students were train& 
as they had been i n colonial days by men who had acquired 
their learning and philosophy in Eng land. Many young men went 
1This was true of most o f the writers at this time. 
Of the writers during the Revolution, only Thomas Paine stands 
out as an exception: he was not well-educated, he was not an 
aristocrat; and he was a cosmopolitan re volutionary rather 
than a protesting Arreri can. Phi l ip Frenea u was one of the few 
educated radicals (see Merle Curti, The · Growth · of .1\merican 
Thou~ht f2nd ed.; New York , Harper and Bros., 1951], pp. 186 
and 24-6). 
2Evarts Boutell Greene, The Revolutionary Generation: 
1763~17~, Vol. IV of A Histo3! of American Life (New York: 
The Mac llan Co., 191~ 3), p . 3. 
3For a discussion of the establishment of educational 
facilities in the United States, see Carl Russell Fish, The 
Rise of the Corirrilori Man, Vol. VI of A I;listory of Americari-r;'I"fe 
(New York: The Macmillan Co., 1927), pp. 200-226. 
4tbid., PP• 202-3. 
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abroad themselves to complete their studies. 1 
Of the men in the group of writers discussed here the 
2 
two who were of humble origin--Paulding and Brackenridge--
rose in society when they be cane educated men. Paulding, who 
was l a rgely self-taught, joined the literary group around 
Washington Irving in New York which was drawn from the finan-
cia 1 and so cia 1 upper class. 
For Paulding, Brackenridge, and Cooper democracy 
meant a revolt against the merchant class, the nouveau riche, 
the new Wall Street aristocracy, more than a wish to be iden-
tified with the nBSses of people. It is understaniable that 
these literary men found it difficult to ally their interests 
in more than a theoretical sense with those of the 11 dirty 
mobn ani it is just as understandable that the nembers of 
the mob dis trusted the lit tera ti. 
These educationa l distinctions were not always trans-
lated into party affiliations. In the days of tbe Revolution, 
both the Federalists and the Whigs had their share of educated 
men. Similarly during the drafting of the Constitution, 
learned nen were active on both sides. Jefferson, the founder 
of the Democratic party, was a gentleman and a scholar. Not 
unti 1 the election of Jackson does the party split follow 
more closely along class lines and, with the election of a 
President who had trouble with his spelling, il l iteracy began 
1Spiller et al., op~ ·cit., I, 123. 
2Paulding 's family had once been in comfortable cir-
cumstances, however. 
100 
its long career in Arrerican politics as a nark of distinction. 
Ererson a little later renarked with sotm justification that 
the Demoo rats had all the principles ani the Whigs all the 
. 1 goo:l men. To a northerner, perhaps the division seemed 
neater than it actually was elsewhere, for, as one historian 
has put it, "an educated northern Democrat tt was a "rara 
a vis. " 2 
In choosing their party, the problem for Cooper and 
Brackenridge arose from the fact that they were idealists 
who espoused democratic principles but who recoiled from the 
prejudiced, undisciplined, untut~red, and often unclean 
masses with Whom the practical application of these principles 
associated them. As a practical politician rather than a 
theorist, Brackenridge was concerned primarily lest unqual-
ified mn be elected to office. Cooper had a clearer and 
more consistent theory of governmnt, prob~bly developed in 
large part during his stay in Europe and his contact there 
with the ideas of the French Enlightenment. Many of his 
views seem to be taken directly from French Physiocra tic 
theory; for example, that 11 the state existed to safeguard the 
natural rights of the irdividual, 11 3 inc l uding particularly 
his right to hold property; that land is to be preferred as 
a source of we~lth over commerce and indus try; and that a 
1Mori~onand Commager, op • . 6it., p. 450. 
2., . . . . . 
.!:'ish, op. cit., p. 250. 
3Tb.ese words are used to describe the Physiocrats in 
Raymond G. Gettell, History of · PoliticaJL Thought (New York: 
D. Appleton-Century Co., 1924), p. 269. 
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"natural Clr'der, 11 whose laws are fixed by God is superior over 
any legal arrangements degised by the whim of man. 1 Paulding, 
also like the Pbys iocra ts, bad a preference t'or agrarianism 
over industrialism and favored iaissez faire economic policies. 
Only Hopkinson deserted his class and went over to the mercan-
tile interests. In a sense, while Brackenridge, Cooper and 
Paulding looked back with nostalgia upon the days of an agrar-
ian America with its large and small landowners, only Hopkin-
son was able, withcut any qualms, to join the money-getters 
an:l go along witn the acquisitive spirit characteristic of the 
nineteenth century. 
A List of Political Novels Considered in Chapter I 
Belknap, Jerem~, The Foresters (1792) 
Brackenridge, Hugh Henry, Modern Chivalry (1792-1815) 
Cooper, James Fenimore, The Bravo (1831) 
· · , The Crater (1847) 
----, The Beadsman (1833) 
, The Heidenmauer (1832) 
----, The Manikins {1$35) 
, '!'he Redsk ins ( 1846) 
----, The Ways of the Hour (1850) 
Hopkinson, F'rancls, A Pretty Story- (1774) 
Kennedy, John Pendleton, QuOdlibet (1840) 
Paulding, James Kirke, Koningsmarke {1823) 
1 I · · 6 bid., pp. 2 8-9· 
CHAPTER II 
CIVIL WAR AND RECONSTRUCTION 
A strong element, we have noted, in the democratic 
sentinents of Cooper and Brackenridge was their hatred of 
the mer can tile interests, the rising, uncultured, not-to-
the-manner born middle class. In Cooper and Paulding par-
ticumrly these hatreds were reflected in their anti-Yankee 
bias, for the people of New England were, at the time of 
Cooper, most l y Whigs. The Yankees, in return, were strongly 
critica l of the pretensions of aristocrats who were reluc-
tant to admit the newcorrers to their class. Cooper's opin-
ions on the anti-rent question in New York were round l y cen-
sured by the Yankees. 
As Brackenridge, Cooper and Paulding were opposing 
the rise of the Whigs in the North, Southerners of the old 
agrarian school, democrats and humanitarians in the Jeffer-
sonian trndition, were also finding that the i r culture was 
being crowded out. They reacted just as strongly as the old 
aristocracy of the North did to the a cquisi ti veness of New 
England, which had, they f elt, imp osed a tariff bill upon 
them to the benefit of northern manufacturers and to the 
detrim:mt of southern farmers. But the rea c tion of the South 
did not carry the m toward democracy, as it had in the cases 
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1 
of educated gentlemen of the North. For, as Jay B. Hubbell 
2 
and Parrington have pointed out, the leadership of the South 
was I:8 ssing from the hands of the old plantation owners, es-
pecially those of Virginia, with their patriarchal liberal 
traditions, to a group of newcone rs to the planter class --the 
''cotton snobs," who, far from hoping slavery would be ulti-
mately abandoned, as had Jefferson and other enlightened 
slave-holders, saw tl::a t slavery was now an essential to their 
economy. The only way to :rmke money in the southwest (i. e., 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama, Missouri) was with huge 
cot ton plantations. 
Exaggeration led the northerners either to denounce 
all soutberrers as "slave-hol.ding aristocrats" or to point 
out that southerners were not rea l ly the aristocrats they 
cJ.a imed to be.3 Southerners on the other hand developed the 
myth that almost every plantation owner in the South was the 
descendant of a Cavalier.4 In truth, the new a outhern tradi-
tion, headed by Calhoun, was the result of the rise of a 
middle class just as exploitative and mercenary as the rising 
middle class in the North. As Calhoun himself pointed out: 
''the interests of the _gentlemen of . the North and of the South 
Literature: 1607-1 00 (Duke 
• 
2 ov~ cit., II, 61 ff. 
3Hubbell, op. cit., PP• 332-4. 
4Ibid., p. 334. See also Louis Hartz, The Liberal 
TISditionl."r!America (New York : Harcourt, Brace, 1955), p. 149 
and Spiller et al., op . cit., I, 612. 
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1 
are identical." When these two groups attempted to give a 
moral justification for their enmity, the North found such a 
strong wea pon in abolition that the South and its writers 
could on l y retreat to an elaborate rationalization of slavery 
founded upon a cul ture so ancient--that is, the Greek--that 
the para l lel was almost non-existent. The South 1 s hurnani tarian-
based counter-argument that workers in the North were more 
poorly treated than s la ves was irrelevant, but the merit it 
did have seemed invalidated by the source. Thus the plight 
of northern workers had to wait for a hearing until the more 
obvious wrong was obliterated. 
So the South cried that the North was raising up a 
2 
'' moneyed aria tocra cy" and the North denounced the Southern 
states as "aristocracies; and aristocracies of the sternest 
and most odious kind."3 
John W. De Forest4 
In this atmosphere, it is not surprising that polit-
ica l novels were scarce and that those which were written were 
mere reflections of sectional prejudice. Self-cr i ticism was 
absent. Northerners--like John W. De Forest, who had spent 
a number of yea rs in the South--were guilty of over-simplifica-
tion, self -righteousness, and of blindness to the political 
and economic bases of the slavery question. In Miss Ravenel's 
Conversion from Secession to Loyalty (186?) De Forest writes 
lRichard Hofstadter, The American Politica l Tradition 
and the Men Who Made It (New York: A. A. Knopf , 1948), p. 83. 
2Hubbell, op . cit., p. 415. 3Ibid., p. 330. 
4A more detailed discussion of De Forest appears in 
Chapter III, p. 147, where Plaxing the Mischief and Honest 
John Vane are considered. 
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of the war as "a struggle of the plain people against an oli-
garchy"; in it he sees the "northern working-man" pitted 
against the "southern gentleman." 1 Although he does not spare 
the concrete details when describing the physical aspects of 
the war, realism forsakes him when he comes to the analysis 
of its causes and effects. Dr. Ravenel, who has left the 
South because of his lack of sympathy for the Confederate 
cause, speaks for De Forest and the northern idealists: 
"These Europeans judge us aright; we have done a stupen-
dous thing. They are outside of the struggle, and can 
survey its proportions with the eyes with which our de-
scendants wil l see it. I think I can discover a little 
of its grandeur. It is the fifth act in the grand drama 
of human liberty. First, the Christian revelation. 
Second, the Protestant reformation. Th ird, the war of 
American Independence. Fourth, the French revol ution. 
Fifth, the struggle for the freedom of all men, without 
distinction of race and color; this truly democratic 
struggle which confirms the masses in an equality with 
the few. We have taught a greater lesson than all of 
us think or understand. Once again we have reminded the 
world of Democracy, ~he futility of oligarchies, the out-
lawry of Caesarism." 
Yet De Forest was realistic enough to recognize that abolition 
was often no more than a pol_i tica 1 ahibbole th. 3 And a 1 though 
he was idea J. iatic in his view of the l arger results of the 
war, he saw that in such matters as procurement of supplies 
and officers' promotions pol itical considerations took precedence 
over merit and ability.4 
Nathaniel Beverley Tucker 
The spokesman for the pre-war South in the political 
1De Forest, Miss Ravenel's Conversion from Secession 
to Loyalty (New York: Harper and Bros., 1939), p. 75. 
2 Ibid., P • 4-!+3. 3Ibid., P• 347. 4Ibid., PP• 79-80. 
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novel was Nathaniel Beverley Tucker. His half-brother, John 
Randolph of Roanoke, had been against slavery; and his father, 
who for a number of years was a professor of law at William 
and Mary, had published in 1796 A Dissertation on Slavery, With 
a Proposal for the -Gradual Abolition of It, in the State of 
Vira~nia. The idea that slavery was a temporary but necessary 
evil, though widely held in the South at this time, was to 
disappear almost completely after 1830. In 1832 Henry Clay 
got a tariff bill passed in Congress that convinced the South 
tba t they were now a political minority and were being ex-
ploited by the North. Following South Carolina's declaration 
that this tariff act was null and void, Jackson took steps to 
collect the customs through Federal officials. In his proc-
lamation to the people of South Carolina he stated his belief 
that a law of the United States could not be annulled by one 
of the States. 1 This action offended states• rights Democrats, 
and as the power of the Federal Government loomed larger, 
slavery be came dearer. 
In 1836 appeared Beverley Tuckerts apology for slavery 
and glorification of plantation life, The · Part.isari Leader: A. 
Tale of the Future. Of his father's liberal political phil-
osophy, he bad retained only the idea of the right of the states 
to secede and an intense agrarian hatred of industrialism. Al-
thru. gh his father believed in tta Democracy, where all Men are 
n2 
eq ua 1, . . the . son had a profound . distrust for the rabble, 
1Morison and Commager, op. ' cit., pp. 379-380. 
2 Hubbell, op . ' cit., p. 150. 
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which he identified largely with the abolitionists of the 
North. The culture of the South he ::saw composed of a class of 
gentlemen descended from the "gallant cavaliers" of England1 
an:i their loyal and devoted slaves, who were characterized by 
2 
their "proud. humility. 11 Tucker bad abandoned the leadership 
of Jeff erson for that of Calhoun. 
A Partisan Leader bears the date of 1856 on its title 
pa g e and purports tobe a history of the preceding years. As 
the novel opens, a number of southern states, including South 
Carolina, have already ::seceded from the Union because of the 
tariff Jaws passed by Congress If to wea.Ken the mal-content 
State~ in the South, and to increase the resources of their 
northern oppressors and those of the Genera l Government."3 
The purpose of Tuc:Y..e r' s nove 1 is to exhort Virginia to follow 
their example and secede, !'or "separation . • • to be peace-
able, must be prompt. 11 4 Martin Van Buren--"King Martin the 
First"--is shown at the beginning of his fourt h term in office 
as a virtual dictator, ensconced in palatial quarters--shrewd 
and unscrupulous. He tries to keep Virginia from secession 
by the me of Federal troops, but we are to assume that he 
was unsuccessful. 
1The Partisan Leader ("Printed for the Publishers by 
Jarre s Caxton,11 [183o]), 1, 8. 
2 Ibid., I, 101. 
3 Ibid., I , 39· 
4Ibid. 
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Tucker's picture of plantation life is the now conven-
tionally romantic one of stately mansions, presided over by 
re ga l mistress_es whose ga l lant sons were ready to be accused. 
of tree son to their country rather than allow a lady to be 
insulted in their presence. Although 11 ne wa s so completely 
and exclusively Virginian as to deserve the epithet 'Virg in-
ianissimus,1111 his allegtance ::~hifted from Virginia to South 
Carolina after 1836. Virginia, he complained, bas 11 sunk in 
the slough of democracy. " ;.South Carolina alone, 11 he wrote 
to his friend William Gilmore Simms, " can act because she is 
the only State in which the gentleman retains his place and 
influence, and in which the s tct tesman bas not oeen degraded 
2 from his post. " He did not realize that in following Cal-
houn and ::> outh Carolina he himself had helped to bring about 
the demise of the rule of the old aristocracy and was instead 
a philosopher of the new southern agrarian-capitalists. :; 
Not for a generation would more than an occasional Souther-
ner be able to agree with Walter Hines Pa ge that when the 
South turned its back upon the liberalism of J efferson to 
follow Calhoun and Davis, it bad been guilty pf one of 
the most dangerous apostasies in all history.g_ 
1Parrington, op~ cit. , I I , 55· 
2Ibid., II, 39 and Hubbell, op. cit., P • 427 . 
3riofstadter writes: ncharleston was the great cul-
tura l center of tne Old South, a city witn a flavor of its 
own and an air of cosmopol itan taste and breeding, and Char l es-
ton was the one part of South Caroline:t for which Ca l houn had 
n 0 use 11 ( op • . cit • , p • 7l ) . 
4Hubbell, op. cit., p. 7o4. 
109 
Jeremiah Clemens 
The point of view of the Union sympathizer in the 
South during the war is given in Jeremiah Clemens's Tobias 
Wilson (1865). Clemens, a college graduate and a lawyer, was 
a member of the Alabama state legislature from 1839 to 1844. 
After participation in the war for Texan indeuendence and the 
war against Mexico, he was elected in 1849 to the United 
St r:: tes Senate. Tobias Wilson, one of nine n ovels by Clemens, 
t akes the side of the Union, but on a l;) ro-slavery basis. He 
can find no fault with the way the United Sta tes government 
h 2.s dealt with the slavery issue: 
11 
••• but what wrong has the Government of the United 
Sta tes ever done to us? What is there to be settled? 
Individuals and conununities throughout the North have 
s p oken and acted in a manner hostile to slavery. Be it 
so. The Government is not responsible for that. It 
has discharged its whole duty and more than its duty in 
this respect. There has never been a time when our 
peculiar institution was hedged round with so many de-
fenses as it now is; and yet we are on the verge of a 
revolution • • • from no other cause than a vague and 
undefined fear that slavery may be destroyed by the Gov-
ernment which is, and has been, its only protector."l 
Clemens's argument had some validity. The causes for 
secession a s given by the sta te conventions made reference 
only to the a ttitude of northerners toward s l avery. Yet this 
attitude could not be changed by secession; secession could not 
give the sle.ve states any rights in the territories; and 
slavery could h a ve been outlawed in the South only by a consti-
lTobias Wilson: A Tale o f the Great Rebellion (Phila-
deluhia: J. B. Lippincott and Co., 1865), p. 17. 
110 
1 tutional amendment. Tobias Wilson attempts to dramatize the 
strife between the confederates and the Union sympathizers of 
whom there were many among the small farmers. However, what 
might have been an exciting plot is buried beneath avalanches 
of purple prose and a romanticization of the Union soldiers 
exceeded in fervor only by Tucker's picture of southern 
gentlemen. 2 
Albion W. Tourgee 
The Civil INar abolished slavery i n the South 8.nd with 
it the agriculture based on l arge 11 lante. tions. It was not, 
however, responsible for the passing of "the grand old South, 
of chivalrous, and majestic memory," as Paul Hayne put it.3 
If such e. South had ever existed it had expired somewhere in 
the early 1800's.4 What the Civil War did was to arouse in 
the South--and later even in the North--a nostalgia for a way 
of life, limited to a few and long since past. Reconstruction 
involved more than the physical rebuilding of the South, more 
than its politica l reorganization. It involved the reconstruc-
tion of a largely my thical past, of a peop le and a way of 
1Morison and Commager, ou . cit., ryn . 534-6. 
2" ... [Y]et the murder of old Johnson , the Alabama 
Unionist, is a. scene not easi l y forgotten" (Rebecca Washington 
Smith, The Civil War and Its Aftermath in American Fiction, 
18 61 -1899 [ Pri v e.te ed., Pa rt of a Doctoral Dissertation; Chica-
go, I l l.: Distributed by the University of Chicago Libraries, 
1937]' p . 6. 
3Hubbell, op. cit., p . 101. 
4see supra, p . 95. 
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life which would provide a rationale for secession.1 This 
attitude was not necessarily inconsistent with a desire for 
greater communication and understanding between North and 
South, and, although there were many to whom the Yankees 
remained anathema, probably the larger number of Southerners 
were eager to erase the hatreds of war. 
The policy of Reconstruction adopted by the Congress, 
now controlled by Republicans, was not designed to mitigate 
the ravages of war so much as it was aimed at maintaining 
Republican control in Congress. Lincoln had taken the point 
of view that because secession was uncons ti tu tiona 1, the 
southern states had never been out of the Union. He there-
fore pursued a policy of restoration of state governments as 
soon as these could be established. His assassination inter-
rupted this program, hONever, and the attempt of President 
Johnson to carry it forward was completely thwarted by a hos-
tile Congress. The Reconstruction Act of 1867 provided for 
the establishment of five districts each under the control of 
a General of the army. Those states which had already reestab-
lished governments under Lincoln's plan would have to dissolve 
them. Conventions were to be called in each state, the dele-
gates to which wo~ld be elected by universa l male suffrage, to 
111 The mind of the conservative Southerner of middle age, 
trying in some manner to justify the course his sect 'ion had 
taken with such disastrous consequences, was thrown back upon 
the past. That past began to seem in retrospect a kind of Gol-
den Age. In some respects he was now more intensely and more 
consciously Southern than his fathers bad been. For a decade 
a main activity of the Southern mind--apart from the struggle 
for a living--was given to th~ defense of the Southern inter-
pretation of Amari can his tory" (Hubbell, op ~ cit., p. 704) • 
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draft new state Constitutions and to ratify the Fourteenth 
Amendment. Many of these conventions were dominated by ·Negro;es 
and northern carpetbaggers, and the constitutions which were 
drawn up by them disfranchised Confederate leaders. Thus polit-
ical control passed into the hands of carpetbaggers, scala-
wags, and Negroes, in most states. 
There are only two political novels written by partici-
pants in the Reconstruction: Albion W. Tourgee's A Fool's 
Errand (1879) and Johns. Wise's The Lion 1 s .Skin (1905). The 
first was written by a carpetbagger, though probably one of 
more integrity than moot; the second by a Virginia Republican 
who joined with the Negroes, carpetbaggers, and other Repub-
licans in the state in helping to rebuild it. The point of 
view of the disfranchised southern leader and the romanticized 
version of the ante-bellum South would have to wait for its 
expression until later in the century with such novels as 
Thomas Nelson Page's Red Rock (1898). 
Albion W. Tourgee was born in Ohio, where he became a 
lawyer and with the outbreak of the War en lis ted in the Union 
army. Finding his law practice gone when he returned home, 
Tourgee decided to go to North Carolina where land was cheap, 
as it was gemrally in the South, and buy a plantation. He 
hoped not only to make a living for himself but to help the 
Southerners rebuild their land and their government. 1 During 
his fifteen years in North Carolina he was active as a Republican 
1 However, Stanley J. Kunitz and Howard Haycroft -refer 
to him as a "complete_opportunist'1 {il.mei>iba·n Authors, 1600-
1900 [New York: The H. W. Wilson Co., 1938], p. 755. 
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in local politics. He was one of sixteen " carpetba gger" dele-
gates to the convention of 1868, called to write a new Con-
stitution for the state, 1 and was elected Judge of the Super-
ior Court, a position he held from 1868 to 1874. His exper-
ience was the ba ck ground for five novels on the South during 
Reconstruction. 2 Another novel, Figs and Thistles (1879), 3 
embraced the war years, but its post-war setting is primarily 
the North. 
Sometimes referred to as " the Uncle Tom's Cabin of the 
Reconstruction," A Fool's Errand was one of the best-sellers 
of its day. _ Like Tourgee, the prota gonist of the book, Com-
1 . . See Joseph Gregoire de Roulhac Hamilton, Reconstruc-
tion in North _Carolina {Raleigh, N. C.: Edwards and Broughton, (1906]), Chapter VI, on this convention. Tourgee's name is 
mentioned frequent l y, but it is difficult to obtain a clear 
picture of his role as a politician. The only issue on which 
his stand is recorded is the repudiation of the old State 
debt. Tourgee was for re pudiation but his view did not pre-
vail (p. 238). According to Hamilton, the carpetbaggers were 
in control of this convention (p. 237), despite the fact that 
he reports only sixteen carpetbaggers and thirteen Negroes 
out of 107 Republicans (p. 22 9). However, the author generally 
gives the impres s ion of being on the side of the Conservatives; 
for example, he deplores the fact that the convention removed 
property qualifications from voting , thus ta king political 
control out of the hands of the propertied class (see especi-
ally p. 257). 
2
tToinette (1874); reissued in 1881 as A Royal Gentleman 
John Eax and Ma melon in one volume (1882) 
A :F'ool's Errand (1879) 
Bricks Without Stra~ (1880) 
Hot Plowshares (1882) 
A Fool's Errand is the only political novel in this 
group. Bricks Without Straw has some political aspects, since 
it deals with the problem of inte grating the Negro politically 
and socially into the civilization of the South. The other 
novels are priim rily social, inte resting for their . portrayal 
of southern l ife. 
3 Infra , p. 195 • 
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fort Servosse, goes south after the war, buys and restores an 
old plantation and helps son:e of the local Negroes get a start 
by selling them small plots of his land. He does not hesitate 
to speak out in favor of what he feels to be the truth about 
the so cia 1 and poll tical problems facing the South. Conse-
quently, he is denounced as a carpet-bagger, his life is 
threatened, and his family is socially ostracized. Despite 
all this, however, he continues to be active in politics, and 
is elected to the legislature. 
An important element in the book is Tourgee 1 s por-
1 trayal of the activities of the Ku Klux Klan. After the 
murder of a white man and the hanging of a kindly old Negro, 
Servo::Jse writes to a "wise mantt in the North--presuim bly a 
legislator--asking Federal help. The man replies that the 
States are again duly organized to govern themselves and the 
Federal Government cannot intervene. His attitude is that 
the g overnment "has given the colored rna n the ballot, armed 
him with the weapon of the free man and now he must show him-
2 
self worthy to use it." As for the poor whites and the pro-
Union people, "Instead of whining over the wrongs they suffer 
at the hands of the rebels, they shculd assert themselves, and 
put down such lawless violence."' 
1 Tourgee's position against the Klan was further docu-
mented in . The Invisible Empire published with A Fool's Errand 
in 1880 as a kind of appendix. 
2A. Fool 1 s ·Errand (i~ ew York: Fords, Howard and Hulbert, 
1879), P• 211. 
3Ibid. 
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Tourgee believes that this position is a great mistake. 
He describes the activities of the Klan and even its dissolut.lon 
in the area after a series of confess i ons by former members. 
But the mission of the Klan has been accomplished. The Negro 
1 
may still vote, but he no longer votes for his choice. 
Like all of Tourgee's books, this novel is heavily 
wei ghted with a nessa ge; its burden is that reconstruction 
was a failure in the South. With small regard for his narra-
tive, be devotes a number of pa ge s to a discussion of this 
problem. As he sees it, there were four possible ways of 
dealing with the South after the War. First, there was Lin-
coln's plan of restoring the states as they were ante bellum 
with only the people in key p ositions replaced. According to 
the second plan--"a rra kesh ift; inspired by fri ght at what had 
been done, and a desire to a vo i d w:t:B t must be done " --the 
states would come bacl{ to the Union with t heir representation 
based upon the white population only, unless the Negroes 
should be enfranchised. This was rejected by the Southerners, 
who " re garded it as an attempt to bribe them into the accep-
tance of the results of emancipat i on by the offer of power as 
2 
a reward for thei r concurrence." The third plan, and the 
one favored by Tourgee 
1North Carolina was "redeemed" by the Conservatives in 
1870. An account of the injustices uf the Reconstru ction 
per i od i s g iven in Allan -~evins, The Emergence of Modern America: 
1865-1878, Vol. VI II of A Historl of American Life (New York: 
The Macmillan Co., 1927), pp. 3 9-353. 
2A Fool's Errand, p. 115. 
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• • .recognized the fact that a doctrine which had been 
known as State Sovereignty was at the root of the evil, 
and tbat the nation had taken a race from bondage which 
it was mortally bound to prepare for freedom. So it pro-
posed that the States which haa been in the infected re-
gion should be quietly left to molder in the grave of 
rebellion,--the bed they themselves prepared; that the 
region which they once embraced should be divided up into 
Terri t cries w1 thout regard to forma 1 sta ta 1 lines, and so 
rema 1n for a score of years under na tiona 1 control, but 
without power to mold or fashion the national legislation--
until time should naturally and thoroughly have healed 
the breeches of the past, till commerce had become re-
esi:Bblished, and the crude ideas of t~e present had been 
clarified by the light of experience. 
The fourth plan, a compromise, was the one actually put into 
effect. This plan, as Tourgee describes it, entailed admin-
istration of state governments by the former slaves together 
with those whites who would be willing to ally themselves with 
this group: that is, the martyrs, aevotea to principle; the 
self-seekers; and "the fools," who somehow hoped the present 
state of affairs was only temporary. He sums up the result: 
The North and the South are simply convenient names f'or 
two distinct, hostile, and irreconcilable ideas,--two 
civilizations they are called, especially at the South. 
At the North there is somewhat more of intellectual arro-
gance; and we are apt to speak of the one as civilization, 
and of the other as ~ species of barbarism. These two 
must always be in conflict unti 1 the one prevails, and 
the other falls. To uproot the one, and plant the other 
in its stead, is not the work of a moment or a day. That 
was our mistake. We tried to superimpose the civiliza-
tion, the idea of the North, upon the South at a moment's 
warning. We presumed, that, by the suppression of rebel-
lion, the Southern white man had become identical with 
the Caucasian of the North in thought and sentiment; and 
that the slave, by emancipation, had become a saint and 
a Solomon at once. So we tried to build up communities 
there which should be identical in thought, sentiment, 
growth, and deve~opment, with those of the North. It was 
A Fool's Errand. 
1 Ibid., pp. 115-116. 2tbid., pp. 340-41. 
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Now that the wrong course had been chosen, what was 
the best remedy for the situation? Education is what Tourgee 
offers. 1 Education of the colored man, of the poor-white, of 
the voter. 
Although the novel unquestionably contains the -bias 
of a Northerner and a Republican, or Radical, Tourgee by no 
means places all the blame for the failure of Reconstruction 
upon the South. One southern lady wrote in her diary: "I 
have just read Tour gee's Fool's Errand. It is very smart, 
and the only book on this phase of the South and North that 
presents a true picture. He has done it very well. Tells 
the truth as nearly as a carpetbagger and a Tourgee could be 
expected to do. I think he trieci to be fair.'' 2 
John S. Wise 
Post-war politics in Virginia differed rrarkedly from 
that in North Carolina and other states farther south. In the 
111 Poor-whites, Freedmen, Ku-Klux, and Bulldozers are 
all alike the harvest of ignorttnce". (p. 347). On October 21, 
1~01 Tourgee wrote to President Roosevelt in regard to his ad-
vocacy of education as a solution to the Negro problem in the 
South: "It was a genuine fool's notion. I sincerely believed 
at that time that education and Christianity were infallible 
solvents of all the evils which have resulted from the white 
man 1 s claim of ind i vidua 1 su peri ori ty • • • • Tcxia y I am 
ashamed to have been that sort of a fool. I realize now that 
••• eaucation does not eradicate prejudice but intensifies 
it--Christianity does not condemn or prevent injustice to 
the weak by the strong, but encourages anq excuses ittt (quoted 
in Roy F. Dibble, Albion · w~ Tourgee [New York: Lemcke and 
Buechner, 1921], pp. 126-7). Dibble feels that Tourgee's 
change of mind may have been the result of peevishness brought 
on by ill health. 
2Quoted in Hubbell, op~ cit., P• 755· 
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first place, the percentage of Negroes was comparatively low, 
so tba t there was not the immediate post-war domination of 
the colored population to unite the whites and bring about an 
equally extreme reaction. In 1868 there were three political 
factions in Virginia: the Conservatives, or Democrats, who 
were opposed to the enfranchising of the Negroes and were 
against tbe Underwood Constitution, the new Constitution 
which had just been created by the state convention; the 
conservative Republicans, who favored the Underwood constitu-
tion if amended by omission of the i•test-oathtr and disfran-
1 
chising articles; and the radicals or Republicans who favored 
complete approval of the Constitution. In the election of 
1868, the Constitution was to be voted upon and the combination 
of conservative and radical Republicans appeared enough to 
pass it and thus to disfranchise a large number of former Con-
federates. At this point Alexander H. H. Stuart, a conserve-
tive, proposed that Virginians, powerless to prevent Negro suf-
frage, yield to it in return 1'or the remov~l of the test-oath 
1The Underwood constitution disfranchised "every person 
who has been a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elec-
tor of President or Vice-President, or who held any office, civil 
or military, under the United States, or unuer any State, who 
having previously taken an oath as a meniber of Congress, or as 
~n officer of the United States, or as a member of any State 
legislature, or as an executive or judicia l officer of any StQte, 
snall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, 
or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof." These voting 
restrictions could be removed by a three-fifths . vote of the leg-
islature. The "test-oath li required of all those taking office, 
provided that the signer "'had not voluntarily aided the Confeder-
acy or held office under it. n (H. J. Ecke.nrode, The Political 
History of Virginia During · tl:ie Reconstruction [Baltimore: Jonns 
ITopkins Press, I904J, pp. lOI-2.) 
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and disfranchisement clauses from the Constitution. •' The in-
telligence and wealth of the South would continue to govern 
1 
as before, 11 he assured the citizenry. Although this plan 
met with much opposition from the Conservatives, a committee 
was appointed (known as the Committee of Nine) to go to Wash-
ington and present a report to Congress stating that 
the undersigned are prepared, and they believe the major-
1 ty of the people of Virginia are prepared to surrender 
their opposition to its incorporation into their fundamental 
law as an offering on the altar of peace, and in the hope 
that union and harmony may be restored on2the basis of 
universal suffrage and universal amnesty. 
Grant expressed his sympathy, and Congress passed a bill al-
lowing a separate vote on any individual clause or clauses 
of the Constitution. The election of 1869, therefore, was 
"a great conserve ti ve triumph."' The disfranchising and 
test-oath clauses were defeated, the Constitution was adopted, 
and Gilbert C. Walker, 11 a carpet-bagger-Republic an and banker 
from Norfolk114 was elected Governor. This coa l ition oT con-
servatives, controlled by 11 city capitalistic leaders"5 first 
sold the state's holding s in its own railroads to private cor-
porations without setting up any control powers, and in 1871 
passed a Funding Act \Yhich "fastened upon an impoverished, war-
broken state an annual interest upon the funded debt almost 
1 . . 
Ibid!.., P • 110. 
2 Ibid • , p • 111 • 
3Ibid., p . 125. 
4c. Vann Woodward, Or:t iris South: ·1877-1 13 (Louisiana State University~~~~~~~--~~~--------~~--~~ 
5Ibid. 
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1 
equal to the entire revenue of the state. 11 Virginia gov-
ernment was in the hands of bankers and businessmen, and es-
pecially railroad interests. 
In the seventies, an opposition group, known as the 
11 read jus tors," arose, calling for the readjustment or repudia-
tion of the debt. Near the end of the seventies, when the 
funders were sacrificing everything, including the schools, 
to pay the debt, the readjustors organized for a campaign. 
2 Although there was a 1' chaotic mixture of party lines·," the 
R~adjustors drew their strength largely from the small farmers 
of the Southwest and the ~henandoah Valley, together with some 
of the old Tidewater Republicans. Both groups appealed to 
the Negro vote. In 1880 the Readjustors elected a governor and 
in 1381 elected a Senator, William Mahone, a former Conserva-
tive Republican and railroad magnate himself. In the United 
States Senate, r~hone found that he had the privilege of break-
ing the Republican-Democratic tie and deciding which party 
would organize the b ody. He voted with the Republicans, and 
the party patronage in the state passed into his hands. 
By 1882 Mahone was making a bid for the gubernatorial 
nomination, and one of his floor leaders was J. S. Wise, de-
scribed as 11 young, eager, and brilliant, with perhaps a touch 
of una teadiness. tt 3 He and William Cameron were "des tined to 
li 2 ' d bid., p. 5· Ibi ., p. 95· 
3cba rles Chilton Pearson, The Readjus ter Movement in 
Virginia (New Hav~n: Yale University Press, 1917), p. lll. 
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be viewed in the North as excellent examples of the anti-
Bourbon forces in the movement. " 1 Wise's father, Henry A. 
Wise, was a former Governor of Virginia, who had, along with 
many Conservatives, opposed the petition of the 11 Committee of 
Nine. n2 Wise the son was elected to Congress in 1882, but 
in 1885 he was defeated when he ran for Governor. By this 
tine the Read jus tors were calling themselves Republicans and 
were split over the debt issue and inter-party loyalties. 3 
It was mainly the tidewater aristocrats versus the carpetbaggers; 
and when President Hayes sided with the carpetbag faction and 
urged cooperation with the debt-payers, who were Democrats in 
national elections, the Republicans began to give up. Realign-
ment was inevitable. The new Democratic party was composed of 
radicals and the "old regime."4 With Virginia supporting 
Cleveland in the election of 1884 and with the defeat of Wise 
in 1885, Virginia was turned back to the Bourbons, or, as one 
1 Ibid., pp. 111-112. 
2Henry T. Shanks writes of Henry A. Wise: "Wise was 
an aggressive leader who frequently- changed sides but, regard-
less of his stand on issues, carried many followers with him. 
A Tyler Whig in the Jackson period, he went over to .the Demo-
crats in the forties. Upon his return in 1848 from Brazil, 
where he had served as minister, he supported the •Southern 
Rights 1 faction in the contest of 1848-1851" (The Secession 
Movement in Virginia 1847-1861 [Richmond: Garrett and Massie, 
1934], p. 47J. 
3see Woodward, op~ cit., p. 100. 
4 . . " i . 74 Pearson, op. c t., p. 1 • 
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writer puts it, to the "real Virginians." 1 
It is this period of confused loyalties and poll tical 
jockeying which Wise considers in The Lion's Skin. In the 
eighties and nineties novels like Thomas Nelson Page's Red 
Rock, which depict the glories of the old South and the abuse 
of the planter class during Reconstruction, were popular. It 
may be that Wise has Page him~elf in mind When he writes: 
.•• Fortunately their brilliant imaginative writers tell 
us that they were themselves babes in sh~rt clothes at 
the time which they pretend to describe. Their writings 
unconsciously reflect upon the manhood of the people they 
would glorify. The writer [Wise] was a full-grown man, 
an ex-Confederate soldier, lived amid these scenes, was 
indignant at the outra.geous pretensions of the scalawag 
and carpet-bagger, and helped to fight them, whip them 
and oust them from control . • • • They excited the con-
tempt of the military rulers, and the real people con-
quered them easily. In Virginia they never had any oppor-
tunity to steal much, for there was no Legislature in ses-
sion, no money in the Treasury, and little els~where, 
during their brief control of about two years .o 
He brands novels which "purport to represent ·any period in 
which Negroes or alien and degenerate whites were in position 
to oppress the gallant people of Virginia" as "pure figments 
of the imagtnation. 114 According to l"iise, it was "the gallant 
people of Virginia 11 themselves who were responsible for many 
of the hardships and evils of Reconstruction. 
Many a man who built his fine house in Richmond, and who 
or whose descendants now prate of the horrors of recon-
struction days, stood harrl in glove with the thieves he 
denounced and laid the foundations of his restored :fortunes 
in collusion with them. Aye, many a one indict.ed for 
frauds on the revenue only escaped by his ability to 
1!bid., p. 171. 2Page was twelve in 1865. 
3The Lion's Skin (New York: Doubleday, Page and Co., 
1~05), pp. 195-6. 
I 4rbid., p. 195. 
123· 
corrupt the juries that tried him, or by compromising 
the Government claim by heavy payments to these same 
hated and abused carpet-ba ggers. This rasca lly doctrine 
that it was fair to cheat the Government was popular. 
What Wise deplores more than anything else is the moral degra-
dation which Virginians allowed themselves to fall into. He 
believes the first step was the subterfuge practiced by the 
Conservatives when they agreed to accept Negro suffrage in 
return for the right to vote separa tely on the test-oath and 
disfranchising clauses in the state constitution, even though 
they did not plan to support it. This " started the people of 
Virginia upon a downward career of political dishonesty and 
duplicity from which they have not recovered and will not in 
a hundred years." 2 
Although Wise. is much occupied with polemics, the 
fra mework of the novel is the story of Powhatan Carrington, 
a confederate veteran much like himself who becomes active 
in Virginia politics as a Republican. As i n A Fool's Errand3 
(and also in Red Rock) the southern gentleman takes a northern 
girl to wife, and the family are subjected to so much abuse 
because of their pol itics that t h ey are forced to leave the 
Old Dominion, dear as it is to them. 
Much of Wise's mora l outrage seems to stem from 
cha grin over his defeat as a candidate for governor in 1885 • . 
1 
. 48 Ibid., p . 2 • 
2 Ibid., P• 238 . 
3The son of a southern aristodrat finally gets approval 
from his father to marry Lily Servosse, daughter of the hero. 
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He complains that the Democratic vote was padded in the Negro 
section. 1 It is this manipulation of the Negro vote, the 
direct result of enfranchising the Negro, Which he consis-
tently denounces. It first occurred, he points out, shortly 
after the war when legislation was passed favorable to the 
railroads; at this time Negro votes were bought openly.2 
Wise ventures to say that if Southern st&.tes had never a ccented 
constitutions · providing for Negro suffrage, the North would 
soon have recognized their struggle "to maintain white con-
trol honestly" and would have helped them.3 
Although Wise is bitter against the Conservatives--
the "insolent white oligarchy"4 which, in making this bargain 
with Grant, fastened Negro suffrage on the State, he is not 
happy with the Republicans either. Because of the scalawags in 
the Republican party--those who became ardent Union supporters 
1P. 366. Nelson M. Blake (William Mahone of Virginia 
[Richmond: Garrett and Massie, 1935], fn., p. 232) quotes 
Jennings s. Wise, son of John s. Wise, to the effect that Wise 
actually received a majority of at least 25,000 votes and 
lost the election only because of fraudulent returns from "the 
black Belt." 
2The Lion ' s S ldn, r.> • 268 • 
3rbid. , P. 397. 
4Ibid., p. 366. 
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and informers whe n the Union army arrived--he says that 
1 
southerners will never embrace it. Yet these are the people 
who "have more influence and consideration than any ex-
2 
Confederate Republican." 
Despite the fact that history confirms Wise's views 
in large part,3 the impact of the nove l is vitiated by the 
impression tbat it is largely the product of disapp ointed 
ambition. 
A List of Politica 1 Novels ·considered in Chapter II 
Clemens, J eremiah. Tobias Wilson (1865) . . . 
De Forest; John w. Miss Ravenel's Conversion from Secession 
to Loyaltx (1867} . . . .. 
Tourgee, Albion W. A Fool 's Errand (1879) ·· 
Tucker, N. Beverley. A Partisan Leader (1836) 
Wise, JohnS. The Lion's Skin (1905) 
1 Wise himself was involved in the demise of the Repub-
lican party in Virginia. At the Republican State Convention 
in Petersburg May 17, 1888, Wise led a group to walk out in pro-
test a gainst the 11unit rule" of the 1v1ahone machine, the other 
faction in the party (Wise had broken with Mahone earlier). 
The faction led by Wise a gain opposed ,M!ib.Pne when he ran for 
governor in 1889, dec.l~ring in a circular (one of the signers 
was Wise) " that the defeat of William Mahone is essential to 
the s.alvation of the Republican party 11 (Blake, op. cit., pp. 
240-41). Mahone was defeated, but the Republican p1rty, far 
from being streng t hened, never showed much vigor a gain. Ma-
hone, still chairman of the p:irty, tried to deliver the Repub-
lican vote to the Farmer's Alliance in 1891, but because of 
the Democratic flavor of the .Alliance, he was unsuccessful 
(Ibid., pp. 249-52). 
2 The Lion's Skin, p. 192. 
3The conviction that Negro s uffra ge could have been 
permanently withhe l d, however, is certainly unrealistic. 
CHAPTER III 
THREE DISILLUSIONED REPUBLICANS 
Had Cooper lived on until after the Civil War, he 
would have seen that wba t he had most feared and bated had 
come to pass. The country was indeed in the hands of a new 
aristocracy--the plutocracy, it was called; in fact, every 
man was either a plutocrat, or hoped to be one, by speculaticn, 
good luck, or if necessary by hard work. Cooper had hoped 
for a stable society based upon the political union of the 
public-spirited aristocrat and the honest hard- working 
peasant-agrarian. But it was mrd to confine Americans to 
classes; they were determined to rise. The great victory of 
Andrew Jackson, awarded to him by the common people, was a 
warning that they did not intend to remain common. The fron-
tiersman, surrounded by what seemed unl imited opp ortunities, 
q uickly became entrepreneur, speculator. The poor boy in the 
East could and did rise from the bottom of the financial heap 
to the top. Jim Fisk's father was a traveling salesma n selling 
goods door-to-door to country housewives; Andrew Carnegie's 
father was a poor weaver. What these men had done, any man 
could do--and should do; for money-making became the measure 
of success for a man. The cry was, " Get money. Get it quickly. 
Get it in abundance. Get i t in prodig ious a b undance. Get it 
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dishonestly if you can, honestly if you must. 111 
It was not that Cooper and the old aristocracy were 
not materialists. Getting and keeping had been recommended to 
the citizenry by one of its oldest and most respected mem-
bers, Benjamin Franklin. But somehow the old accompanying 
values had been lost; just as in Leaplow, Principle had been 
eclipsed by Interest. "Nothing is lost save honor, " was the 
way Jim Fisk put it. 
Individualism and laissez-faire had always been a 
part of Arrerican socia l and politica l culture. Few realized 
that indi vidua 1 freedom had become freedom to exploit one's 
fellow-man. As articulated by Herbert Spencer, the popular 
American philosophy now was that the fittest would survive 
and that those Who survived and climbed highest were the 
fittest. 
This almost universal desire for money was not limited 
to those outside government. Politics proved to be as good 
~ way as moat to fill the pocket-book. And, since money was 
the measure of a man's success, a man wa~ a fool not to take 
all he could get in this way as in any other. The Credit 
Mobilier case2 and . the Salary . Grab3 were out~ta~ding examples 
1M~r k Twain, Mark T\Yatn ·in Eruption, ed. Bernard De 
Voto (New York! Harper and Bros., 1922), p. 77. 
2The Credit Mobilier was a construction company organized 
by officials of the Union Pacific who then awarded this company 
profitable contracts. Wnen the railroad itself was near bank-
ruptcy, the Mobilier was able to pay huge dividends. Upon the 
threat of a Congressional investigation, members of Congress were 
bribed with stock (see Morison and Commager, op. cit., IT, 72). 
3This was the name given to a bill passed by Congress 
in 1873 providing for substantia 1 increases in the salaries of 
the President and Congress--increases which were to be retro-
active fa? two years. 
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of the application of this principle to government. As John 
W. De Forest describes it, a Congressman's lot was a m rd one: 
Congressmen, in order to get ahead, must bribe. Their 
salaries give tnem en cugh to eat on, out not enough t~ 
bribe on. And, to bribe ot:ters, we must take bribes. 
washington hummed with lobbyists who handed out substantial 
sums for bills passed to the a d vantage of the businesses who 
paid them. Indi vidua 1 lobbyists were pushing their own private 
claim bills through Congress. 
Honesty had also gone out of fashion in the executive 
branch. During Grant's terms in office, the Secretary of the 
Navy netted s i zeable sums through the contracts let by the 
Department; the Department of the Interior cooperated with 
land speculators; our minister to Brazil fled to Europe with 
one hurrlred thousand dollars of Brazilian money. When the 
Democrats came into office in 1874 they found that the Trea-
sury Department under Grant, and, in fact, Grant's own pr.ivate 
secretary, had been abetting a IJIJhiskey Ring in St. Louis. Con-
fronted with these exposures, Grant did not indicate any dis-
2 
satisfaction with any of his appointees. • 
The corrupt ion extended to s m te l egislatures, wbi ch 
were commonly bought and sold. And in New York City the Tweed 
Ring bad become famous for milking the city of at least one 
hundred million dollars. When, after two tria J.s , Tweed was 
found guilty and sentenced for twelve years, he served only one, 
1 . 
t he lVIischief (New York: Harper and Bros., Plazing 
1875), p . 721 
2 
and Comrna ger, 71-?6. Mor1 son o;e. cit., II, 
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and Tammany Hal l continued to suppl y the city with bosses. 
The machine a ge had come to America, and the biggest 
machine was the railroad. 1 11 The country was railway mad." 
Every town in the West wanted a railroad and was willing to 
go into debt for one, in the bel ief that it would eventually 
mean great prosperity for the area. But the railroad also 
meant high rates for western farmers with the money g oing to 
the railroads and their promoters in Congress. 
In 1800 Brackenridge had found h i s "modern chevalier" 
in the honest, dedicated, country gentleman; ne had found his 
idea l democracy to be composed of such gentlemen. In 1880 
the American people found chiva l ry exemplified in nthe Plumed 
Knight 11 of the Re publican party--James G. Bl aine. During 
Grant's second term, Blaine was accused of aiding railroad 
corporations in return for remunerations. During the Con-
gressiona l investigation whi ch followed, Blaine stole some 
pa perswhich incriminated him (the Mull igan letters) andre-
fused to give them to the investigators. 
Other knights of the era armed themselves with g old 
and vanquished the enemy by cornering the stock market. '' The 
day of the idea l ists was dead; tha t of the materialists had 
been born. "2 
1 Don :C . Seitz, The Dreadful Decade (Indianapolis: 
The Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1926, p. 116. 
2 Cl aude G. Bowers, The Tra gic Era (New York : Blue 
Ribbon books, n . d.), p. 337. 
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Yet many of the idealists lived on, and some of 
them wrote novels. The three primary political novelists of 
these post-war years were Mark Twain, Henry Adams and John W. 
De Forest. Their reaction to the cynicism of the age was sar-
casm, satire, disillusion--even pessimism. There was irony 
to begin with in the titles which they chose r· or their novels: 
Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner caught the sham and the 
materialism of the period with the title The Gilded Age; 
De Forest named his Hone;jt John Vane, an ironic sobriquet for 
a prota g onist lacking in moral f ibre of any sort; and Henry 
Adams called his book Democracy, using the term not in respect 
but in derision. 
The men themselves were singularly different. Different 
in t em.pern ment, in background, in political point of view. 
Henry Adams's political lineage goes bac k to his great-grandfather, 
John Adams--Federalist and second President of the United 
States. A.l thou gh John l:a d his doubts about the workability 
of a democratic government, cluttered up as it would be with 
rude oafs from the West, he came to feel that 11 a democracy 
led by gentlemen might after all be made palatable. n1 Scrupu-
lously honest, he felt that the well-to-do aristocrat would 
be freer from temptation in public life than a poorer rmn. 
Henry Adams's grandfather, John Quincy Adams, had ~hocked some 
of his New England friends when he had abandoned Federalism 
to follow Jefferson, _but he restored his reputation by becoming 
1
curt1, op~ cit., P • 214. 
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the father of the Whig party. With the same sense of no-
blesse oblige which nossessed his father, John Quincy con-
ducted himself in office with a dogged and honest sta tesmanshiu 
which often made him seem merely disagreeable. When, after his 
first te r m HS President, the peonle rejected him for a man who 
seemed more like themselves, he was saddened by their lack of 
apprecia tion of his honesty, industry, and patriotism. 
Henry's father, Charles Francis Adams, was one of 
the leaders of the Free Soil party in Massachusetts, a group 
made un of anti-slavery Whigs and liberal Democrats. During 
Lincoln's administration, Charles Francis was minister to 
England, whence Henry accompanied him as a secretary. 
Although John W. De Forest's father was a Connecticut 
manufacturer, he was not a graduate of the middle class but a 
member of an old family whose founder C8me to America in 1636 
a nd became a New Netherlands burgher. 1 And so, if De Forest 
did not come of the landed gentry he was certa inly upper 
class. He wa s not college-educa ted, but he traveled abroad 
. extensively; his vacations in Greenville, South Carolina, 
enabled him to use the southern locale in Miss Ravenel's 
Conversion. 
Mark Twain's heritage is different from that of De 
Forest and Henry Adams, different as each of those men is 
fron1 the other. Born in Virginia of small-planter stock, John 
Marshall Clemens, f a ther of Samuel, moved with his family to 
lAllen Johnson and Dum~s Ma.lone, eds., Dictiona ry o:f 
American Biography (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1930), 
V, 199. 
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Kentucky. There he studied law and was granted a license to 
1 practice. Following his marriage, he moved to Jamestown, 
Tennessee, wbe re he clothed and conducted himself as a country 
2 
squire and bought the land in the Tennessee Knobs which was 
to be for the Clemenses as for the Hawkins family in The 
Gilded Age the nev~r-fulfilled promise of wealth. Although 
he left Tennessee, land poor, to join his orother-in-law in 
Missouri, John began to acquire more land as soon as he 
arrived.5 He had tendencies toward settling in the towns 
destined to stagnate and getting the short end of real estate 
transactions. Coupled as these propensities were with a 
rigid personal morality and an innate sense of fairness, it 
is not surprising that Samuel•s father went to his aeath a 
pauper. 
Mark Twain's political herita ge was a conservative 
one. His father, John Marshall Clemens, named for the great 
Federalist Justice, was a follower of Henry Clay and Ha known 
I 
and sterling Whig. " 4 His mother seems to have c:t bsorbed the 
general southern hatreu for the "black Republicans 11 of Civil 
War days.5 His brother Orion was a conservative Whig and as 
such opposed free-soilism and abolition. 6 Yet he was no 
. - -
1Dixon Wecter, Sam Clemens of Hannibal (Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1952), p. 14. 
2
rbid., p. 31 3rbid., PP· 32-42. 
4Ibia., p. 55; see also p. 15. 
6 . --Ibia., pp. 232-3. 
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southern "fire-eater" and followed Lincoln's leadership into 
a moderate Republican party. The Clemens family were small 
slaveholders, but by the time John Clenens reached Hannibal 
he had only one slave whom he later sold. Mark Twain's father 
seems to have generally supported slavery, treating his 
slaves with the sternness characteristic of him. It was his 
wife, Ja:rie Clenens, who snowed eviaences of mitigating the 
injustices of the system with personal kindness; she possessed 
the spirit of humanitarianism which w~s a strong element in · 
ner son's personality. Jane Clemens, too, was the one who 
saw to it that the family went to church; at one time it was 
· a Methodist church, later a Presbyterian .1 John Cle.rre ns, a 
non-believer, did not attend church wi tb his family. What 
he lacked in doctrinal beliefs, he made up for with his firm 
moral principles. 
Mark Twain had little formal education. He was a 
product of the frontier, rough and crude ana yet morally 
::~trict. Here society was as nearly classless as it can 
ever be. Here, the classes, if there were any, were oased on 
morality rather than money; there were the 11 good1'--tnat is, 
respectable--people of the town, and there were the outcasts, 
usually fema J.e, enga g ed in immora 1 a cti vi ties. He was of 
this frontier and his best wrl ting is dra.wn from this part 
of his life. Yet he chose to live and work in the East, as 
did alaterpolitical novelist, Hamlin Garland. For the 
1~., p. 86. 
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frontier furnishes an abundance of materials, but no leisure, 
no audience--and probably no money--to encourage the novelist. 
Mark Twain 
In 1873, when Mark Twain and .Charles Dudley Warner1 
published The Gilded Age, Grant's first term was drawing to 
a close and the great panic of 1873 was just getting underway 
with the failure of Jay Cook and Company. It was the end of 
a period of great speculation and of stock-watering activities 
which were no doubt influential in bringing about the crash. 
The Gilded Age shows the greatest activity of the period to 
be money-grabbing. It is a cynical book about a cynical age, 
and it lapses at times into bitterness. It is not the work 
of a reformer; indeed, there is some evidence that Mark Twain 
already believed in 1874 that democracy was doomed. 2 
Literary critics have made much ado about Mark Twain's 
pessimism. wm t caused it and whether it existed from his 
early years are questions not yet answered conclusively. On 
the one hand there are those like Dixon Wecter and DeLancey 
Fergus on who see him as "a born worrier." 3 In the . same vein, 
1 
. Warner also wrote the novel A Little Journey in the 
World (1889), which, though it has some politico-social impli-
cations, is not explicitly political. It is the story of Mar-
garet Debree whose moral and social ethics are ruined by 
marriage to a rich man. 
2According to Mark Twain himself (Mark Twain in Erup-
tion, p. 2}, he forecast in a letter to Howells in 1874 that 
~monarchy was sure to come. 
3spillert et al., op~ c i t., p. 919; Ferguson, Mark 
Twain: Man and egend (Indianapolis: . The Bobbs-MerriiTCo., 
1943): "The critics who attribute What Is Man? and The 
Henry Seidel Canby goes to some l engths to e x>J lain Xwain's 
"neuroticism. 111 Both Canby and Berna rd DeVoto trace his 
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~ roblems to a guilt como le x fed by misfortunes involving his 
2 family for wh ich he bla med himself. Yet there are those who, 
like Farrington a nd Granville Hicks, c an write of his "sur-
p rising metamorphosis from master humorist into brooding 
pessimist."3 Both Hick s and Parrington .sympathize with the 
theory developed by Van vvyck Brooks4 that the root of his 
p roblem was shame for h aving himself y ielded to the materi-
a lism of the Gilded Age. 
Certainly Mark Twain was not happy with the American 
p o l itical e.nd economic scene when he wrote The Gilded Age, f or 
it is es sentially a novel of defeat. The onl y one who succeeds 
is the n lodding Philip Sterling. Much of this defe Btism can 
be e~lained in terms of the author's nersona l e xnerience. 
Starting with the hope, the industry, and the ambition common 
to the front ier, Mark Twain's f a ther san k lower and lower 
Mysterious Stranger to the disasters of Mark's later years have 
been too hasty. The black moods were part of his nature, part 
of the price he paid for his lighthe a rtedness" (p. 184). 
1 c anby, Turn West, Turn East (Boston: Houghton Mifflin 
Co., 1951), pp . 252-4. 
2DeVoto, Mark Twain at Work (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard 
University Press, 1942). See the chapter on "The Symbols of 
Des uair." 
3Richard D. Altic k , "Mark Twain's Desnair: an Exn lana-
tion in Terms of His Humanity," Sou th Atlantic Qu arterly, XXXV 
(October, 1935), 359-367; see also Gra.nville Hicks, The Great 
Tra dition (Rev. ed.; Ne w York: The Macmillan Co., 1935), p . 48; 
Pnd Farrington , on. cit., III, 91. 
4 •rhe Ordeal of Mark Twain (New York : E . P. Dutton and 
Co . , Inc. , 1920); see esp ecially pn . 258 -261. 
economically until he ended in utter poverty. Like the Si 
Hawkins family, the Clemens family moved to ever cheaper 
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lodgings, always hoping that the mirage-like fortune from the 
'Yennessee land would materialize. This is one of the first 
novels to describe the life of this western frontier in real-
istic terms. Mar~ Twain puts into it, mainly in the character 
of Beriah Sellers ("'It's always sunrise with that man, and 
" 1 
fine and blazing at that'" ) the spirit of indomitable opti-
mism that · so infused the West before and immediately after 
the Civil War. But he was writing it in the light of the dis-
appointments which were beginning to visit plodding pioneers 
and reckless speculators alike. At the point when the for-
tunes of Washington Hawkins and Colonel Sellers are at their 
lowest, the Colonel attempts to cheer up Washington with the 
2 
remark, 111 Every silver lining has a cloud behind it.'n 
This is the kind of ironic humor which pervades the 
book. Oscar Cargill has pointed out the prevalence of cyni-
cism in the humorous material of Josh Billings, Artemus Ward, 
and others; he finds in this Western humor "the first indica-
tion of a premonition heretofore foreign toAmerican thought. n3 
He is referring to the cynical point of view. Mark Twain was 
one of these .Western humorists, .and the mixture of cynicism 
I, 12. 
1The Gilded Age (New York: Harper and Bros., 1915), 
2 
Ibid., II, 225. 
3cargill , Intellectual .Am~b~ica (New York: The Mac-
millan Co., 1941), p . 4o6. 
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and pathos is marked in this book, especially in his treatment 
of the pioneer. Many writers have glorified the stamina of 
the pioneer mother; Twain pointed out that one of the greatest 
hardships she faced was being the wife of a pioneer speculator. 
For Si Hawkins is always holding out for a better price on the 
Tennessee land. One day, after he has turned down an offer 
of $3, 000 for the 1a nd, his wife comes to him. 
11 Si," she says, tti do not know what we are going to do. 
The childrm are not fit to be seen, their clothes are in 
such a state. But there's something more serious still. 
There is scarcely a bit in the house to eat. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
" I've kept still, Si, as long as ever I could. Things 
have been getting worse, and worse and worse, every 
single day; I don't go out of the house, I feel so down; 
but you had trouble enough, and I wouldn't say a word--and 
I wouldn't say a word now, only things have got so bad 
that I don't know what to do, nor where to turn. tt And 
she gave way and put her face in her hands and cried."1 
And yet a few moments after this interview her husband turns 
down an offer of $10,000 for the land. · 
Mrs. Sellers suffers similarly, as Washington Hawkins 
dis covers when he drops in unexpectedly to have dinner with 
the Sellers family and finds that turnips and water are the 
on l y items on the menu. 
Washington stole a glance at Mrs. Sellers 1 s face, and 
would have given the world, the next moment, if he could 
have spared her that. The poor woman•s face was crimson, 
and the tears stood in her eyes. Washington did not __ know 
what to do. He wished he had never come there and spied 
out this cruel poverty and brought pain to that po~r 
little lady 1 a heart and shame to her cheek • • • • 
Then there is the scene in the Sellers home when, in lieu of 
a fire, a candle is lighted in the stove to illuminate the 
1The Gilded Age, I, 52-3. 2Tbid., I, 106. 
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ising-glass of the stove while the family freezes. If you 
can't have the real thing, the appearance of it is next best--
was the motto of Colonel Sellers and that of most of his fel-
low countrymen of the period. There is humor here, but it is 
not a 11 gay plunge into satire 11 as Farrington describes it. 1 
Mark Twain's later description of humo~ could be applied to 
The Gilded Age: "Everything human is pathetic. The secret 
source of Humor itself is not joy but sorrow. There is no 
2 humor in heaven." 
Mark Twain does not reveal in The Gilded Age any kind 
of syste:rmtized political philosophy. In party affiliation he 
followed in the Whig-Republican footsteps of his father and 
his brother. Lincoln Republicanism with its emphasis on indi-
vidualism, humanitarianism, and materialism naturally had 
great appeal for him. But the nomination of Blaine in 1884 by 
the Republicans was too much for his honest nature and he 
bolted the party to work for Cleveland. Along with the mug-
wumps, he objected to such Jacksonian inn ovations as the spoils 
system and rotation in office but could not counten~nce the 
alliance of oig business and government as represented by 
Blaine. Like Brackenridge, Cooper and Henry Adams, he foWld 
there was no room in either party for gentlemen. In 1908 
he had come to believe (allowance must be made for exaggeration) 
that 
1 Op. cit., III, 91. 
2 Quoted in Spiller, et. al, op. cit., 939· 
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.•• for fifty years our country has been a constitutional 
monarchy, with the Republ ican party sitting on the throne. 
Mr. Cleveland's couple of brief interruptions do not count; 
they were accidents and temporary1 they made no permanent inroad upon Republican supremacy. 
Not only was the country a monarchy, but when Theouore Roose-
velt chose the man to succeed him, Ma rk Twain proclaimed it 
a ''hereditary monarchy." 2 
In 1873, however, he had not yet reached the depths 
of bitterness of later -years. Disappointed he was. The 
idealism which bad been bred by a Virginia heritage, a fron-
tier environment, by his reading of Tom Paine and the story 
of Joon of Arc was finding little nourishment in the practical 
manifestations of contemporary democracy. He had been able to 
observe the workings of a democratic government in Washington 
in the winter of 1867-8, when he was private secretary to 
Senator William Stewart of Nevada, and when he wa s assigned 
to Washington in 1868 as Washington reporter ror the Chicago 
Republic an. 3 
The spoils system with its bribery, cheating, lying, 
and plain thievery would h<3. Ve turned the stomach of' most 
ordinary mortals. To a sensitive soul like Mark Twain it was an 
extremely severe blow. Most of the system is epitomized in 
the characterization of Senator Dilworthy, which was ba sed 
upon the politica l activities of Senator Pomeroy of Kansas. 
1Mark Twain in Eruption, pp. 2-3. 
2 . . 
Ibid., p. 3· 
3The newspaper articles wb:i ch resulted from this 
job are collected in Washington in 1868. 
The Senator has no redeeming characteristics; he is a hypo-
crite, a deceiver, a liar, and a thief. He cannot even 
accept a bribe straightfo~vardly. For example when Harry 
Brierly suggests to the Sen~tor that there mlgnt be something 
in the Columbus River appropriation bill for him (this was 
the era of interna 1 improvements programs}, Dilworthy "was 
wounded by the suggestion." 
"You will offend me by repeating such an observation," he 
said. "Whatever I do will be for the public interest. It 
will require a portion of the appropriation for necessary 
expenses, and I am sorry to say that there are members who 
will have lo be seen. But you can reckon upon my humble 
services." 
Dilworthy's favorite device is public thievery Lmder the guise 
of humanitarianism. The Knobs University bill was to benefit 
:Negroes am at the s arne time take advantage of the widespread 
sympathy for that race. 
There are many ways of skinning a cat or of stealing 
public money. When Laura reports to Dilworthy that she found 
Senator Balloon packing boxes of old clothes which he planned 
to label 1 Pub. Do'cs 11 so tba t they could be franked home free, 
Dilworthy 1 s comment is 
11 
••• but, child, all Congressmen do that. It may not be 
strictly honest; indeea, it is not unless he2had some public documents mixed in with the clothes." 
The height of his hypocrisy lies in the Senator's 
protestations of religious devotion. Of course he goes to 
church .regularly in Washington and conducts a Bible class in 
1The Gilded Age, p. c04. 2 . ' Ibid., II, 4.2. 
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the Sundays chool. He is active in the temperance movement 
and "his house is open to all the laborers in the field of 
ul 
total abstinence • • • • When he attends church in Hawkeye 
he commends the minister for giving his congregation n the 
doctrines 11 ; for " it is owing to a neglect of the doctrines, 
2 
that there is such a fearful falling away in the country. 11 
When he robs his government of thousands of dollars with some 
project like the Columbus River bill, he announces that n,Prov-
idence has crowned our efforts with success.' tr3 
But Dilworthy's talents are not fully exploited until 
he is accused of bribery and the Senate initiates an investi-
gation, not of Dilworthy, but of Noble, the n:an who has 
accused Dilworthy of offering him a bribe. Says Dilworthy on 
the stand: 
••• but for tre fact that public morality required an 
example, for the warning of future Nobles, he would beg 
that in Christian charity this E.oor misguided creature 
might be forgiven and set free. 
There is intense irony in Di lworthy' s final statement. After 
explaining tha. t Noble had come to him for money for a friend, 
Dilworthy reports: 
11 I finally gave him the two packages of bills; I took no 
note or receipt from him, and made no memorandum of the 
matter. I no more look for duplicity and deception in 
another man than I would look for it in myself •••• 
This is all, gentlemen. To the absolute truth of every 
aetail of my statement I solemnly swear, and I call Him 
to witness who is the Truth and the loving Father of all 
1 Ibid., I, 231. 2 . 2 Ibid., I, 05. 
3rb id • , r , 241+. 4tbid., II, 283. 
whose lips abhor false speaking; I pledge my honor as a 
Senator, that I bave spoken but1the truth. May God for-give this wicked man--as I do. 11 
The satire is meant to include most of Congress; ctS Colonel 
Sellers puts it, ;"There is still a very respectable minority 
2 
of honest men in Congress. 1" Although the Colonel is forced 
to admit that Senators buy their seats now and then, he 
agrees that " 1 when you come to look at it you cannot deny 
tbat we would have to go without the services of some of our 
ablest men, sir, if the country were opposed to--to--bribery. 
It is a harsh term. I do not like to use it.' tt 3 
Since almost everyone expected to be paid for his 
vote, the expense of' getting a bill through Congress was con-
siderable. However, no one minded much, because as much 
money could be voted as would be needed. Internal improve-
ments bills were among the most popular. Although the reign-
ing politica l philosophy was based upon laissez faire, it 
was easy to IIBke a case for the necessity of government help 
in developing the western lands. Just as Mark Twain's father 
had helped in forming the Salt River Navigation Company, 
which planned to deepen the Salt River so that ships mi ght 
come up to Florida, Missouri, from the Mississippi, so Harry 
Brierly and .Colonel Sellers organize the Columbus River Slack-
water Navigation Company, which has a similar purpose. Harry 
finally, gets the bill through Congress, but the expense has 
1 Ibid., 
3 Ibid., 
II, 284-5· 
II, 46. 
2 . Ibid., II, 201. 
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been so great tbat there is no money left to pay the men who 
are to work on the project. In New York, Harry calls on the 
President of the Company to find out what has become of the 
money. 
"Why, u exphlins the president, tt the rr:a tter is simple 
enough. A Congressional appropriation costs money. Just 
reflect, for instanc~. A majority of the House committee, 
say $10,000 apiece--$.'40,0001 a majority of the Senate com-
mittee, the ~ame each--say ~40,000; a little extra to one 
or two chairmen of one or two such commit tees, say $10,000 
ea ch--~$ 20, 000; and there 1 s $100, 000 of the m~mey gone, to 
begin with. Then, seven rra le lobbyists, at :;;> 3,000 each--
$21,000; one female lobbyist, $10,000; a high moral Cong-
ressman or Senator here and there--the high mora 1 ones 
cost more, because they g ive tone to a measure--::~ay ten 
of thes e at tJ> 3,000 each is ·$ 30,000; then a lot of small-
fry country members who won~t vote for anything whatever 
without pay--say twenty at $500 apiece, is $10,000; a 
lot of jim-cracks for Congressmen's wives and chilaren--
thoo e go a long way--you can't spend too much mone-y in 
that line--well, those things cost in a lump, say ~10,000-­
along there somewhere;--and then comes your printed docu-
ments--your maps, your tinted engravings, your pamphlets, 
your illuminated show-cards, your advertisements in a 
hundred and fifty papers at every so much a line--because 
you've got to keep the papers all right or you are gone up , 
you know • • • • The lotal in clean numbers foots up 
1 118 ,254.42 thus far." 
Of course <Congress often investiga tea the activities 
of its members and tries those accused of bribery and other 
immoral acts. Although no one is ever founa guilty, these in-
vestigations, in the words of Colonel Sellers have "'a good 
moral effect'" particularly on foreign countries. n , It shows 
that a man can't be corrupt in this country without sweating 
2 for it, I can tell you that.'" 
The influence of tre female lobbyist upon the lawmakers 
of the . country is . acknowledged . by the descri~t ions of the 
1 ' 6 Ibid., I, 27 -7. 2 Ioi· d., II 202 . , . 
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activities of Laura Hawkins. 1 Laura goes to Washington as a 
protege of Sera tor Dilworthy, who is quick to see her possibil-
ities, and she works for the Knobs University bill, by the 
provisions of which the government will buy or lease from the 
Hawkins heirs the 1a r ge worthless tract of land which they 
have been reluctant to sell and wil l establish on it an in-
dus tria 1 school for Negroes • Laura gets votes for the bill 
by chsrming the men, by bribing them, and if all else fails, 
2 by elaborate blackmail plots. 
Democracy for IVIark Tw a in meant equal opportunity, and 
he did not see this principle operating in the Civil ~ervice 
system, the great fountain of p3.trona ge for the use of Congress. 
A job is not given to a man because he is "worthy, and com-
petent, and a good citizen of a free country that 1 treats a 11 
her a ons a like. 1 n 3 According to the authors of The Gilded Age 
the sys tern works like this: 
If you are~ member of Congress (no offense), and one of 
your constituents who doesn 1 t know anything, and does 
not want to go into the bother of learni ng sonething, and 
has no money, and no employment, and can't earn a living, 
comes besieging you for help, do you say, " Come, my 
friend, i r your services were valuable ftou could get em-
ployment e l sewhere--don't want you here ' ? Oh, no. You 
take him to a Department and say, "Here, give this per-
son sometnin g to pass away the time at--and a salary 11 --
and the thing is done. You throw him on his country. 
He is his country's child, let his country support him. 
There is something -good and motherly about Washington, 1 
the gran:i old benevolent Nationa l Asylum forthe Help1ess.4-
1
says Harry Brierly: 11 1 Common thing , I assure you, in 
Washington; the wives of Senators, Representatives, Cabinet 
officers, all sorts of wives, and some who are not wives use 
their influence . . '" (I, 189) 
2Ibid., II, 112. 3Ibid., I, 240. 4Ibid. 
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washington sociev,r gives the authors a chance to describe the 
corruption in the New York of Tweed days. Patrick 0 1 Riley fl as 
his name then stood'' 1 had the familiar career of the 1~ ew York 
politic ian of thoo e days: from rum shop operator to stylish 
sa loon owner and finally to alderman. Mr. 0 1 Riley then be-
came a city contractor and a frieni of nthe great and g ood Wil-
liam M. Weed himself. n2 
By and by the newspapers came out with exposures and 
called Weed and O'Riley "thieves"--whereupon the people 
rose as one man (voting repeatedly) and elected the two 
gentlemen to thei3 proper theater of action, the New 
York legislature. 
After they were tried and vindicated by !tour admirable jury 
system, " Mr. O'Riley went to France ., He returned to America 
with a French accent and a new name-- 11 Oreille." 
But it is the fever of speculation which is ·the per-
vading spirit of the book. Almost everyone is involved in 
speculation in some way. There is Beriah Sellers, the optimist. 
He is the nsn who never seems to feel defeated, the man with 
vision who has idea s which pay off once in awhile. Sellers 
is shown in the novel only du ring his lean years, but he has 
made fortunes, and lost them. Then tnere is Si Hawkins, one 
hundred per cent drearr.er, who allows Colonel Sellers to make 
and lose his money for him and who dreams of the inheritance 
his children will have from the T,ennessee Land. Harry Brierly 
is the drifter with little inteJ;?;rity, little persistence, little 
1 8 Ibid • , I I , 1 • 
3Ibid., II, 19. 
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intelligence. His ambitions are to impress people ~na to maH8 
an easy dollar. And there is Philip Sterling--in him are em-
bodied all the characteristics of the ideal American man of 
the 1870's. First of all he wants to succeed--which means 
that he wants to rra ke money. He is willing to work hard and 
long for it, but not at a regular job. Working almost beyond 
endurance in a mine in order to strike it rich in coal, he is 
the embodiment of -tne pers istent speculator. His story illus-
trates one of the great a merican maxims of his day: ne who 
works hard enough and long enough will be materially rewa rded. 
The corollary of this was that he who has no money has not 
worked h:lrd enougn and long enough. 
The authors of The .Gilded .Age do not propose any re-
r·orms or any solutions to the problems of political corruption 
beyond their implied support of reform of the Civil Service 
system. The nearest thing to an explanation or a solution is 
a s i mple one: the people should elect honest men to of1'ice. 1 
But they should also take more part in politics at the grass 
roots level insteau of le a ving it to the "publicans and their 
' 
retainers " (" for everybody e l se hates the worry of politics 
- 2 
and stays at home n ). It is also suggested that if women 
voted, better people would be elected.3 After being shown the 
extent to which the money-graobing spirit h~ s penetra ted the 
life of most Americans we are as ked to believe that politics 
1 Ibid., I I , 193-4. 
3Ibid., I I , 19!~. 
2 I -- i - ~-, I, 17-18. 
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would be reformed by their devotion to it. But the ~uthor~ 
a re not reformers; they are not commentators; they are merely 
observers. They do not seem to think in terms of systems or 
forms of government but rather in terms of the individuals 
who n:ake it up. If these individuals are dishonest, others 
should take their place. 
John W. De Forest 
John W. De Forest published two novels in 1875--Honest 
John Vane and Playing the Mischie~--both of which deal with 
the corruption of the Grant era. Playing the Mischief is the 
the story of Josephine Murray, who proves herself the clever-
est and probably the most unscrupulous of all the women who 
have taken up residence in Washington to devote their time 
and their lives, if need be, to getting their personal claims 
a cted upon f~:~vor<::~bly by Congress. Playing the Mischief is not 
a pleasant book (there is scarcely an admirable character in 
it); and yet the machinations of the incom};Srable Josie are 
faacinating. De Forest is frankly bitter about the way govern-
mental a ffairs are conducted ( 11 ••• this ~tate is rottener 
1 . 8 Honest John Vane was serialized f'rom Jul y 1 73 to 
November 1873 ~:~nd hence is contempor<::~ry with The Gilded Age. 
The simila~ity between Josie Murr~:~y of Playin~ tne Mischief 
and Laura Hawkins of The Gilded Age is probabry not coinci-
dental. Both are charming , beautiful, and successful lobbyists 
in Washington. Josie, however, as the self-educated oppor-
tunist, is consistent l y f<::~scinating, while Laura, as the re-
vengeful female, is neither a very interesting, nor a very · 
well-drawn character. See Edward R. Hagemann, J. W. De Forest 
arid · the American Scene (Doctoral dissertation, Indiana Univer-
sity, 1954), p. 198, for .a correlation of the composition 
dates of these three novels. 
,, ) 1 than Damna rk • • • • The statement, n'Hypocrisy is the 
established religion of some persons; yes, and of some 
nations,'" coul d be the theme of the novel. The morality 
of Josie is only the moral life of the nation in microcosm. 
But if he is bitter in Playing the M~schief, he is 
venomous in Honest John Vane. There is some consolation to 
be had in the fact that Josie is in control of her affairs; but 
the protagonist of Honest John Vane is largely at the mercy of 
2 his surroundings. He does not even have the strength of 
character to create evil; he is only the victim of it. 11 He 
is a chameleon. He takes the color of the people about 
him."3 The gloom is relieved only by such flashes of light 
as his constant use of the ironic and harsh epithet, which, 
like the fires of hell, reveals only wickedness personified. 
Quite consciously, De Forest is trying to create allegory. 
Thus he describes the situation in Washington as being 
••• a new and perversely reversed and altogether be-
devilled rendering of the Pilgrim's Progress into Ameri-
can politics; it was much as if bunyan had at the last 
pitched his 0hristian and Hopeful into the little lurid 
hold which l ed from the Zion-to the pit. Nothing could 
well be more subverting and confounding and debilitating 
to the mora l sense, unless it might be to see silver 
Demas and filthy Mupkrake welcomed by the shining ones 
into the Holy City.4 
1 Playing the Mischief (New York: Harper and ~ros., 
1875)' p. 72. 
2 There is a hint of s ocia 1 determinism here, rare 
this early in the century. 
3rronest John Vane (New Haven, Conn.: Richmond and 
Patten, 1875), p. fOO. 
4Ibid. , p. 2}-J-6. 
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Honest John, then, is the dreadful decade's "Christian"; he is 
personally ill-equipped for his pilgrimage, and he is pitched 
into the muck where he hasn•t a chance. Mark Twain had crit-
lcized the personal morality of the members of Congress; De 
Forest sees this as a fault, but he contends that immorality 
is bred by the wickedness of the system--capitalism. 
John Vane becomes the ~ongressional candidate from 
his district because the supporters of two other candidates 
were equally divided at the nominating convention. Despite 
this selection of a dark horse, however, 
The old war-horses and leaders all fell into the trace at 
once, and neighed and snorted and hurrahed until their 
hard foreheads dripped with patriotic perspiration, every 
drop of which they meant shoyl d be paid for in municipal 
or State or Federal dol l ars. 
Once nominated, he is elected because he has a reputation for 
being honest: he once refused a one hundred dollar bribe in 
the state legislature. 
Only one hundred in greenbacks (about ninety in gold) 
out of pocket, and the days of Washington come againl 
I should suppose that, for say twice the fi~ure, a legis-
lator of the period might get the title of Father of his 
Country. 112 
The fact that he is ignorant does not worry the e l ectorate. 
He was too ignorant to be a professor in the State Uni-
versity, or even a teacher in one of the city schools; 
but it was presumed that he would answer well enough as 
a law-giver for a complicated Republic containing forty 
millions of people.' 
Once a Congressman, John wins the woman of his choice, Olympia 
Smiles, who refused him when he was merely a boarding widower 
1 Ibid. I p. 28. 2 Ibid • , p • 4 5 • 3Ibid., p. 46. 
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in her mother's house. 
In Washington John plans nothing but a continuing 
policy of honesty, "not because h e believed that reputation, 
self-respect, and sense of honor were precious, far more pre-
cious than happ iness or even life,n 1 but rerely because of 
his vanity. 
All, or nearly all, his uprightness had sprung from a 
des i re to win the hurrahs of rren who were no better than 
himself, or who were his inferiors. The t i tle of Honest 
John ••• was a nom de guerra, by aid of which he could 
rally voters ~round him, and perhaps win further g lories 
at the polls. 
However, John finds himself pressed on the one hand by Darius 
Dorman, urging him to vote for the great subfluvial tunnel 
in exchange for some stock, and on the other band by the debts 
of his wife, who insists upon living beyond their means. Fi-
nally his situation becomes desperate; and seeing other 11 hon-
est 11 Cong ressmen letting themselves in on dishonest projects, 
cone luding " that in Washing ton h i s title of Honest brought 
him no influence and litt l e respect, n3 and finding that the 
people at home did not seem to know what was going on in Wash-
ington, largely beca use it wa s to the interest of Congress to 
keep its own secrets, he yields. Honest John sells his soul 
to Dorman, 'i the Mephistopheles of the lobby, " but De Forest's 
attempt to crea te Faustian overtones in this sordid little 
deal _bardl y comes off.4 Finally with a political coup which 
wi th 
joy • 
1 Ibid., p. 176. 2 Ibid., PP • 175-6. 3 . . 6 Ibid • , p • 17 . 
4''The eyes of the Me phistopheles of the lobby g lowed 
a lurid e xc itement Which bore an infernal resemblance to 
He had a detestable hope that at last he was about to 
seems out of character and which must have made Dorman envious, 
Honest John turns his dishonest act into a persona l victory and 
emerges with his re putation for honesty even sounder than 
before. 
De Forest's politica l beliefs reflect the fact that 
his family was of the old aristocracy rather than the new, 1 
for capital is the real villain of the piece. 
" ••• Capital--ah, ••• there's a word~ My very blood 
curdles when I think of the power and majesty of capital. 
This land, sir, this whole gigantic Republic • • • is the 
servant and I had almost said the creature, of capital •• 
The capitalists working through their lobbyists subvert Cong-
ressmen with such temptations as the Great Subfluvial Tunnel 
project, a lampoon on the Credit Mobilier affair of 1872. 
The Great Subfluvial Tunne l , which was to be built under the 
Mississippi river from Lake Superior to the Gulf of Mexico, has 
a connected cons true ti on company which Congressmen are given 
stocks in. The lobbyist Dorma n advises John Vane to go in for 
this "financia l le g islation"; for the job of a Congressman, he 
exp lains, is 
"· .• running party politics, clearing scores with your 
fuglemen, protecting vested interests which can pay for 
strike a bargain with his simple Faust. There was more than 
the greed of lucre in his murky countenance; there was seem-
ingly a longing to buy up honesty, character, and self-respect; 
there was ea gerness to purchase a soul"(ibid., p. 154). 
1 The most complete biography available to me is in 
Mr. Ha gemann's dissertation (op . cit.). There is nothing in 
Mr. Hagemann's account to indictite what the political view of' 
De Forest's father mi ght have been. At any ra t e, the death 
of the 1'a ther vvhen John wa s thirteen wou l d have minimized 
direct paterna 1 pol i tica 1 influence. 
2 f.he words of Congressman Sharp, tin old Washington 
hand, to Honest John, pp. 84-5. 
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it, voting relief bills for a percentage on the relief1and 
subsidizing great schemes for a share of the subsidy. 11 
With his prejudice against the capitalist class, De 
Forest combines a preference for the aristocracy as public 
servants. The middle-class virtues De Forest saw as insuf-
ficient to dea 1 with the problems of corrupt capitalism. Ron-
est John Vane, for example, 
• . . was c omrnercia lly honest, indefatigably industrious, 
a bel lever in the eq ua 1 rights of IIB n, a strenuous ad vo-
cate of the Maine liquor law, a member, if I am not greatly 
mistaken, of the church, and every way in good repute among 
grave, cons c ien ti ous people. 
His !(war record 11 was admitted to be unimpeachable; that 
is to say, he had consistently and unflinchingly denounced 
the Rebellion 11 from its inception1'; if he had not fought 
for the Union on the battle-field, he ~d fought for it 
on the stump and in the chimney-corner. 
De Forest sees thes e qualities as merely superficial evidences 
of personal value. The difficulty, in fact, with Honest John, 
is threefold: he lacks good birth, good breeding, and educa-
tion. There never had been a Vane who was worth much; so it 
was pointless to expect much of John, in whom was "much sedi-
ment deposited by tbe muddy instincts of his ancestora.H3 
Therefore, when Vane fimlly succumbs to the venality of Wash-
ington, we do not witness 11 the downfall of a truly noble 
nature " · for , , 
••• there is a rabble in morals as well as in manners, 
and to this spiritual mobocracy Vane belonged by birth. 
The fibre of his soul was coarse, and it had never been 
refined or purified by good breedin~, and very likely it 
was not capable of taking a finish. · 
1 Honest John Vane, p. 97· 
3Ibid., p. 174. 
2Ibid., pp. 36-7. 
4rbid., p. 158. 
Of course, as Dorman explains it to John, being an aristocrat 
in politics creates problems: 
11 
••• the fine name is a disadvantage; American freemen 
hate an aristocrat. It 1 s really curious to see how Sal-
tonstall's followers are killing him off. They are saying 
that, because he is the son of an honorable, he ought to 
be an honorable himself, and that he will do the right 
thing for the sake of his forefather~. Our voters don't 
see it in thit light. They want plain people to become 
honorables." 
It would be unfair to assume from these passa ges that 
De Forest wa s not an advocate of democracy or that he despised 
the poor man. He acknowledges that "Abraham Lincoln [and J many 
another . . . has shed honor on lowly beginnings • • . . 
What he objects to is the, to him, too-co~~on assumption that 
a man must be "self-made" in order to be worthy of the admir-
ation or vote of his fellowman. 3 He objects not so much to 
the "rabble in manners" as to the "rabble in morals " ; not to 
democracy but to " spiritual mobocra cy." Although he doubtless 
felt that the well-born were more likely to develop the proper 
virtues, there is no indication that he equated an honorable 
heritage with a wealthy one. 
Politically and economically De Forest favors those 
measures which would benefit the poor man and opposes those 
which would help the capitalist. ·Consequently, he disapproves 
of the protective tariff; Vane a refrigera tor manufacturer, 
favoring a tariff on refrigerators, cannot see that his manu-
facturing costs are raised by tariffs on .hinges and zinc.4 
1 !bid. ' p . 22. 2 . 8 Ibid., P • 15 • 
9rbid. 4Ibid., pp. 42-3 and 143. 
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In defense of the American farmer, De Forest upholds the im-
portation of cheap Chinese labor, 1 which would lower the cost 
of manufactured goods, and the issue of Greenbacks. 2 He op-
poses American Anglophobia and the jingoism which stemmed 
from a desire to increase foreign markets. 3 
Although De Forest does not approve of the theory that 
anyone is entitled to public office regardless of ability, he 
is confident of the honesty and integrity of the average voter. 
It was, after all, the high moral standards of the voters at 
home which kept John Vane honest when he served in the state 
legislature ("He went straight in Slowburgh, because most 
folks in Slowburgh go straight 114). And the people at home 
are honest because they do not have to come in contact with 
"the feculent system of special legislation to rot them with 
its drippings. n5 The fault of the voter lies not with his 
moral standards but with his inability to discern the lack 
of morality in others. When John Vane .testifies before the 
committee investigating the Great Subfluvial Tunnel, 
..• that forgiving, milk-and-water public was as mild 
in its judgment as the committee. It magnified our dis-
honorable member for nos lying, and exalted his name for 
not eommi tting per jury. 
And yet the blame for political rottenness lies not 
1Ibid., p. 38. 
2Playing . the . Mis c.tiief, p. 13. 
3Honest Johri Vane, pp. 37-8. 
5Ibid., P• 193. 
4 
6 
Ibid., P• 100. 
Ibid., pp. 251-2. 
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primarily with the Congresslill::l.n or with the voter, but with 
the system. 
Such men as John Vane will inevitably find their way in 
numbers to the desks of the Capitol. Better and wiser 
men than he will be corrupted by a lobby which has thor-
oughly learned the easy trick or paying a hundred thou-
sand out of every stolen million. Nothing in the future 
i::j more certain than that, if this huge "special legisla-
tionn machine for bribery is not broken up, our Congress 
will . surely and quickly become, what iome sad souls claim 
that it already is, a den of thieves. 
Somehow, he felt, the ability of Congressroon to vote money 
into their own pockets and into the pockets of the special 
interests must be terminated, for it is unrealistic to expect 
the average human being to withstand the temptations of Wash-
ington. "As long as there is special legislation, there will 
be money to be made by it, and legislatures will take their 
share." 
2 
Sardonically De Forest concludes: 
.•• that our system of government was the purest and most 
economical in the world, when it was not abused by muni-
cipal rings, public defaulters, railroad legislation, and 
lobbyists of the State and national capitals.3 
Henry Adams 
In Democracy (1880)4 Henry Aaams condemna the people, 
1!bid., PP· 258-9. 2Ibid., p. 98. 3Ibid. 
4Published anonymously, it was first attributed to 
Adams Is friend CJa renee King. William Roscoe Thayer in his 
Life and . Letters . of . John Ray (1915) .first disclosed that Adams 
was the real'author. The full story was revealed by Henry 
Holt, its publisher, in 1921 (see Robert A Hume, Runaway Star 
[Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1951], pp. 131-2, 
and D. A. Randall and J. T. Winterick, "One Hundred Good Novels. 
Henry Adams: Democracy," Publ ishers 1 Weekl-y, CXXXVI (July 15, 
1939], pp. 181-2. 
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the politicians, .and democracy itself. Alexander Cowie has 
rem9. rked that, compared with Henry Adams, Mark Twa in ,. seems an 
adolescent in the throes of his despair at discovering that 
the world is imperfect.n1 Adams's pessimism wa::~ to deepen after 
he wrote his political novel, but even here the gloom is om-
inous. In the Education, Adams records one of his earliest 
experiences with politics. His father in 184 8 was the Vice 
Presidential candidate of the Free Soil party, which included 
such public figures as Charles Sumner and L. A. Dana. In a 
bargain with Massachusetts Democrats the Free Soilers--speci-
fically Sumner--were . awarded a seat in the Senate, while the 
Democrats themselves got the g overnorship. Adamsts father, 
Charles Francis Adams, would have nothing to do with this 
bargain, but the Senate seat went to Sumner nevertheless. 
This was the boy's first lesson in practical politics 
[Adams writes of .himself], and a sharp one; not that he 
troubled himself with moral doubts, but that he learned 
the nature of a fla grantly corrupt political bargain in 
which he was 2 too good to take part, but not too good to take profit. 
He continues: 
Mr. Alley, one of the strictest of moralists, held that 
his object in making the ba~gain was to convert the Dem-
ocratic Party to anti-slavery principles, and that he did 
it. Henry Adan:s could rise to no such moral elevation. 
He was only a boy, and his object in supporting the coali-
tion was that of making his friend a Senator. It was as 
personal as though he had helped to make his friend a 
.millionaire. He could never find a way of escaping immoral 
conclusions, except by admitting that he and his father 
1 CON ie , op. cit • , p • b 35 • 
2The Education of Henry Adams (Boston: Houghton Mifflin 
Co., 1918), p. 49. 
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and Sumner were wrong, and this he was never willing to 
do, for the consequences of this admission were worse 
tban those of the other. Thus, before he was fifteen 
years old, he had managed to get himself into a state of 
moral confusion from Which he never escaped. As a poli-
tician, he was already corrupt, and he never could see 
how any ~ractical politician could be less corrupt than 
himself. . 
In genera 1, Adams was a Republican, voting for Lincoln 
in 1860 and favoring Grant for a first term. But Grant dis-
appointed him by his failure to effect any reforms; and after 
Grant was elected a second time, Adams withdrew his support. 
During his teaching appointment at Harvard in the 1870's Adams 
edited the North Arerican Review, which became an organ for a 
liberal Republican group. 2 In fact, two of Adams's articles 
were reprinted by the Democrats and distributed by them as 
campaign material. He characterized his own views as tend-
ing toward "'democracy and radicalism.'" 3 As his theory of 
the dissipation of energy evolved, he saw in Grant undisputed 
proof of his point of view. 
He had no r :l.ght to exist [he wrote of Grant]. He should 
have been extinct for ages • • • . That, two thousand 
years after Alexander the Great and Julius Caesar, a man 
like Grant should be called--and should actually and truly 
be--the highest product of the most advanced evolution, 
made evolution ludicrous • • . • The progress of evolution 
1Ibid., p. 50. 
2 !f This party was composed . of the independents who were 
discontented with the conduct of both the regular parties and 
who were called together by Carl Shurz in 1875, shortly after 
Grant's reelection, when it became ap~rent that civil service 
reform was not in the offing' (Adams, Education, p. 1085). These 
men were also known as "mugwumps • 11 
3Quo\;ed in Arthur i:)chlesinger, Jr., "The Other Henry 
Adams, u The 1~ation, CLXVII (December 25, 1948), 727. 
158 
from President Washington to Preiident Grant, was alone 
evidence enough to upset Darwin. 
When he returned to Washington from his Harvard teach-
ing post, Adams continued his reading in history, moving from 
the medieval period, his specialty at Harvard, to early Amer-
ican history, especially Jeff ersonianiE!m and Federalism. Ul-
tilllitely (1889-1891) he published the nine-volume work, The 
His tory of the United States during the Administrations of 
Thomas Jefferson and James Madison. Although during the sev-
enties he was much involved with writing political articles, 
studying political history, and associating with politicians--
''staole-companion to statesmen" was how he des cribed himself--
he had no practical experience with politics. That he would 
like to have been more directly involved in political activity 
is evident in his writings. In a letter to his brother from 
Germany in 1848 he wrote: 11 There are two things that seem to 
be at the bottom of our constitutions; one is a con t inual ten-
dency towarus politics; the other is family pride. " 2 The 
Adams family was very conscicus of the Presidents in its gene-
alogy, and the failure of the country to call upon the later 
1 Adams, Education, p. 266. 
2Quoted in Hicks, The Great Tradition, p. 134. See 
also Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., "The Other Henr~· Adams," loc. cit.: 
"The guiding motive in Adams's career, as we see it develop, 
was plainly his fascination with politics. This fascination 
was certainly connected in great part with the family expecta-
tions of the Adamses. Yet it is not clear that it differed too 
much in quality from the feelings of any bright young man, too 
intellectual for the husting s but under the spell of political 
ideas and figures." 
1.59 
1 generations for political service was one of the leading fC:ic-
tors in the formulation by Henry and his brother Brooks of 
2 
the theory of the degradation of the democratic dogma. Henry 
writes in the Education of his disappointment with President 
Grant: 
No one wanted to g o into opposition. As for Adams, all 
his hopes of success in life turned on his finding an 
administration to support. He knew well enough the rules 
of self-interest. He was f'or sale. He wanted to be 
bought. His price was excessively cheap, for he did not 
even ask an office, and had his eye, not on the Govern-
ment, but on New York. All he wanted was something to 
support; something that wou3d let itself be supported. 
Luck went dead against him. . 
Democracy seemed to be at its height when the Adams ancestors 
were ruling; it seemea to decline as the people repudiated 
Henry and his family. With the failure of the Grant adminis-
tr<:ition to work for reform, it deteriorated to the place where 
an Adams could no longer accept service, even if offered.4 
In the midst of Victorian enthusiasm, in the midst 
of the optimism attendant upon westward expansion .in the United 
States and .the birth of the machine age, Henry Adams was 
1 . 
Charles Franci_~ Adams, father of Henry, WS::i rejected 
more than once for the Presidential nomination, although he 
did serve as Minister to England under Lincoln. 
2 .. . . .. . 
In 1910 Henry wrote A Letter to American Teachers of 
Histor~. Brooks added posthumously Henry's "The Rule of 
Phase, edited the two, included an introductory e~say, and 
titled the whole The Degradation of the Democratic Dogma. 
:;Adams, Education, p. 267. 
4see Roger V. Shumute, "The Politica l Philosophy of' 
Henry Adams, " The American Political Science Review, XXVIII 
(August, 1934.), 606: "Democracy haa re~ched a point at which 
it could not use an Adams, or a point at which an Adams could 
not serve 1 t without demeaning himself and his principles." 
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reaching a pessimism induced by his belief that society was 
dissipating its energies. In his pre-occupation with the 
origins of force, Adams concluded that the world was running 
out in multiplicity and chaos. It was to formulate this be-
lief that he wrote the Education (written in 1907, published 
in 1918), which is a history of thought in the United States 
from about 1800. In contrast to nineteenth century chaos, 
ne found a sense of unity in the Middle Ages, which was cen-
tered about the Virgin Nmr.y, and he embodied this idea in 
Mont-Saint-Michel and Chartres (1904). 
Democracy (1880) was Adams's first attempt to explore 
the nature of force in society--in this case, as that force 
was manifested in politics. In synopsis, the book deals with 
the adventures in Washington of Mrs. Madeleine Lee, who for-
merly occupied her time with hospitals and charities in New 
York. Finding her~elf res~less, she decides to come to Wash-
ington to search for greatness in men ( 11 Why will not somebody 
grow to be a tree and cast a shadow? 111 ) which she could not 
find in New York or Boston society. 
Here, then, was the explanation of her restlessness, dis-
content, ambition,--call it what you will. It was the 
feeling of a passenger on an ocean steamer whose mind 
will not give him rest until he has been in the engine-
room and talked with the engineer. She wanted to see 
with her own eyes the ~ction of primary forces; · to touch 
with her own hand the massive machinery of society; to 
met:tsure with her own mind the capacity of the motive 
power. She wa.s bent _upon getting _to the heart of the 
1952), 
1Democracy (New York: 
p. 8. 
Farrar, Straus and Young, Inc., 
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great American mystery of democracy and government. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
What she wished to see she thought, was the clash of in-
terests, the interests of forty millions of people and a 
whole continent, centering at Washington; guided, restrained, 
controlled, or unrestrained and uncontrollable, by men of 
ordinary mold; the tremendous forces of government, and 
the marhinery of society, at work. What she wanted, wa s 
POW.t!:R. 
In her house on Lafayette Square she entertains polit-
ica l fi gures much as Henry and Marian Adams did at a similar 
location in Washington. Of all the Senators whom she ob-
serves at her home and on the floor of the Senate, the figure 
of Senator Ratcliffe looms as the most likely to attain the 
stature she is seeking. Ratcliffe is a superior politician--
an opportunist, a N~chiave llian, a demagogue--with a Webster-
ian voice and a n impressive profile. Ratcliffe soon decides 
that along with the Presidency, for which he is in line at 
the nex t election, he will have Mrs. Lee 1·or his wife. Deter-
mined to prevent this uni on is Guy Carrington, who is the sym-
bol of rrany of the things Which Adams held highest in the 
s cale of morality. Carring ton is a member of an old southern 
family, as Adams was a member of an old New England fa mily. 
With his air of Southern grace and gentility, which we are to 
equate with goodness, he contrasts sharply with Senator Rat-
cliffe, who is a brash Westerner and who does not even know 
when to wear gloves to dinner. Madeleine Lee believes, in 
her womanish egocentric i ty, that Carrington's aversion to Sen-
ator Ratcliffe is based on jea l ousy; to her Ratc l iffe seems 
1 Ibid., pp. 9-10. 
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kind, noble and upright. Ratcliffe, using the perspicuity 
developed through many political campaigns, aetermines to van-
quish his opponent and arranges for Carrington to accept an 
assignment in Mexico so that he will be free to propose to 
Mrs. Lee. Nevertheless, Carrington manages to outwit Ratcliffe 
by leaving a letter in the hands of Mrs. Lee's sister to be 
given to Mrs. Lee if she seems on the verge of accepting Rat-
cliffe. The letter, duly given to Mrs. Lee, exposes Ratcliffe 
as a Senator who has accepted a bribe, and Madeleine is 
shocked and disillusioned. Next day she announces her nega-
tive dec is ion to Ratc l iffe and seeks to dismiss the rra tter 
from further discussion. He insists upon arguing, upon giv-
ing an explanation for his duplicity--~ course which compels 
Mrs. Lee to realize that politics is completely immoral and 
that there is no hope of its ever being reformed by her. 
Ratcliffe finally loses his campaign manner~ &nd calls her ~ 
coquette, whereupon she turns him out of her house. There is 
a final suggestion that Carrington might have a chance to 
marry Mrs. Lee, should he repeat his request. 
Democracy reveals as much about Henry Adams as it 
aoes about hii:i times. It is much more of a personal soul-
searching than The Gilded Age; it is less of a tract than 
Honest John Vane. In its essentials Democracy is an allegory 
concerning the wooing of Intelligence by two kinds of force--
the Force of Good and the Force of Evil. 1 Madeleine Lee is 
1or as R. P. Blackmur puts it ( 11 The Novels of Eenry 
Adams," Sewanee Review, LI [Spring, 1943], 293): 11 pure in-
telligence It versus "corruption." 
Intelligence, and Curiosity, but she is plagued with Ambi-
tion, a flaw which almost causes her to lose the battle to 
1 
the Foree of Evil. 
Rather than being a prescription for the role he ex-
pected his wife to fill in Washington, as Oscar Cargill sug-
2 gests, the character of Mrs. Lee seems to tally often with 
Adams's own personality. He speaks early in the book of nher 
restlessness, discontent, ambition,--eall it what you will." 3 
These same characteristics took Adams from Massachusetts to 
Gernsny, later to England with his father, to Harvard, and 
ba ek to Washington. As we have observed, he made no secret 
of the fact that he would have liked to serve his government.4 
Madeleine Lee had a not dissimilar longing for "usefulness"--
for "doing good, "5 which Adams seems to confuse or more prop-
erly to interchange with her ambition. As Adams had believed 
in and supported Grant, so Mrs. Lee had at first relied on 
the integrity of Ratcliffe; disillusion and withdrawal was the 
ultimate fate of both. 
1 
''Was she not herself devoured by ambl tion, and was 
she not now eating her heart out because she could find no one 
object worth a saerifice?rr (Democracy, p. 5.) 
2 Op. cit., p. 555· 
3 . Democracy, p. 9. 
4For Henry Adams's identification of himself and his 
family with a . "governing class'' seeR. P. Blackmur, nHenry and 
Brooks Adams: Parallels to Two Generations," Southern Review 
V (Auturjm , , 1939), 308-334. · ' 
5Democracy, p. 221. 
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''Life was emptier than ever [concludes Madeleine J now 
that this dream was over. Yet the worst was not in that 
disappointment, but in the discovery of ner own weakness 
and self-deception." 
For Madeleine Lee is not a passive character at the mercy of 
the forces of good or evil; and Ratcliffe is not wholly in 
the wrong in accusing her of being a coquette. She was tempted 
to use Ratcliffe as a means of gaining her ambition, which was 
to be useful--an ambition of which Ratcliffe was entirely 
aware and which he made the basis of his marriage proposal to 
her. But after her final interview with Ratcliffe, she chooses 
complete withdrawal; she longs 11tto live in the Great Pyramid 
and look out for ever at the polar star~'"2 
There are two other characters in the book which 
reflect facets of the author's point of view: Mr. Gore and, 
of course, Mr. Carrington. The following description of Gore's 
career resembles Adams's own: 
A much h:lgher type of character was Mr. Nathan Gore, of 
Massachusetts, a handsome man with a grey beard, a 
straight, sharply cut nose, and a fine, penetrating eye; 
in his youth a successful poet whose sat ires made a noise 
in their day, and are still remembered for the pungency 
and wit of a few verses; then a deep student in Europe 
for man~ years, until his famous "History of Spain in 
Ame.rica 1 placed him instantly at the head of American his-
torians, and made him mi n ister at Madrid, where he remained 
four years to his entire satisfaction, this being the 
nearest approach to a patent of nobility and a government 
pension which the American citizen can attain. A change 
of administration had reduced him to private life again, 
and after some years of retirement he was now i~ Washing-
ton, willingto be restored to his old mission.-' 
1 Ibid. 
3- . 
:Ibid., p . 132. 
2 Ibid., p. 243. 
165 
Mrs. Lee and i.Vlr. Gore are both eager to serve. Mrs. 
tee differs in being the rejector, whereas Mr. Gore is the 
rejected--he does not get the post to Madrid. Henry Adams is 
both. Mr. Gore explains his posit ion to Mrs. Lee: 
nThe President does not want my services, and I can't 
blame him, for if our situations were reversed, I should 
certa·inly not want his. He has an Indiana friend, who, 
I am told, wanted to be postmaster at Indianapolis, but 
as this did not suit the politicians, he was bought off 
at the exorbitant price of the Spanish m±ssion. But I 
should have no chance even if he were out of the way. 
The President does not approve of me. He objects to the 
cut of my overcoat which is unfortunately an English 
II." one . . . . 
Madeleine could only ac knowledge that Mr. Gore's 
case was a bad one. "But after a 11, '' said she, "why 
should politicians be -- expected to love you literary 
gentlemen who write history •••• 11 
nYou are perfectly right [answered Gore], and so is 
the President. I have no busin1ss to be meddling in 
politics. It is not my place." 
And so Madeleine Lee-Henry Adams and Mr. Gore-Henry Adams 
have both withdrawn from politics. What of Mr. Carrington-
Henry Adams? Mr. Carrington is already something of a recluse. 
He represents the golden days of democracy in America from the 
time of Washington to the Civil War. As Madeleine says, lifie 
is a type~ ••• he is my idea of George Washington at thir-
2 
ty'" Because he has fought for a cause which has been lost, 
because he stands for a way of life which is past, Carrington 
is a symbol of' Adar!19' s ancestors. For Adams to indicate that 
Carrington is the embodiment of George Washington is high 
praise, f'or elsewhere in the novel, Mr. Gore states what is 
undoubtedly a ref'lection of Adams's veneration for Washington 
1 Ibid., pp. 132-3. 2 . Ibid • , p • 17 • 
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and the other men of his day, such as his grandfather John 
Quincy Adams: "· •• we [New Englander] idolize him. To 
us he is Morality, Justice, Duty, Truth; half a dozen Roman 
gods with capital letters. He is austere, solitary, grand; 
' 1 he ought to be deified." 
Ratcliffe demonstrates his own immorali~ by deprecating 
Washington; representative of present, corrupt American democ-
racy, Ratcliffe naturally must show his antipathy towards the 
past. Mrs. Lee early names him as the symbol of contemporary 
America; and in her discovery of his true character lies the 
message of the book and the answer to Mrs. Lee's quest: 
"I must know whether America is right or wrong. Just now 
this question is a very practical one, for I really want 
to know whether to believe in Mr. Ratcliffe. If I throw 
him overbo~rd, everything must go, .for he is only a 
specimen." 
Well, Ratcliffe is thrown overboard, and with him, we must 
assume, gpes democracy-as-it-is-practiced-in-America-today. 
Modeled after Jam9 s G. Blaine, Ra tell ffe proves his dishonesty 
by accepting bribes from a steamship company, much as Blaine 
became involved with a railroad. The other Senators in the 
novel are only slightly more attractive than Ratcliffe. Sen-
ator Clinton, Madeleine's cousin, is of little stature and 
serves mainly to introduce Mrs. Lee to society. The one Cong-
ressman we know, best, c. c. French, is somewhat stupid; it is 
he whom Adams chooses to be the reformer. The President is 
not as admirable a character in many . respects as Ratcliffe. 
1 Ibid., p. 90. 2 .. Ibid • , p • 52 • 
He is vainglorious and, if he is not as dishonest as Rat-
cliffe, neither is he as clever or as powerful. 
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The diplomats fare somewhat better; at least Baron 
Jacobi, though a cynic, is anti-Ratcliffe; and Lord Skye of 
England is to be preferred as a dinner partner, a not unpraise-
worthy characteristic in this setting. 
With the culmination of the book in the withdrawal of 
the min characters in disgust and disillusion from politics; 
with Madeleine Lee's explicit disavowal of any more desire to 
reform, it is difficult to see how Morris Speare can give as 
Adams's purpose "the desire for Reform. "1 R. P . Blackmur' s 
theory, that the novel was written ''to strike Blaine a mortal 
blow"2 is a little less incredible, for Blaine, as Blackmur 
points out, had twice defeated Adams's father for the Repub-
lican nomination and was the favored nominee for 1880. Still, 
this hypothesis advances a purpose too militant for the tone 
set both by the characters through which Adams speaks and by 
the author himself. Reform measures such as tariff and Civil 
Service reform are certainly advocated, but the sometimes 
ca us tic, sometimes s ombre observe t ions of the au thor and the 
characters through whom he speaks are not these of a crusader. 
Mrs. Lee's conclusions seem nearer the author's point of view: 
She had got to the bottom of this business of democratic 
government, and found out that it was nothing more than 
government of any other kind. She might have known it by 
1 Op. cit., P• 288. 
2" " The Novels of Henry Adams, loc. cit., p. 285. 
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her own common sense, but now that experience bad proved 
it, she was glad to quit the masquerade; to return to the 
true democracy of life, bel paupers and her prisons, her 
schools and her hospitals. 
Of course, to counteract this, there is Gore's statement con-
cerning democracy, often cons:1dered to be Adams•s position at 
this time: 
"I believe in demooracy. I accept it. I will faith.fully 
serve and defend it. I believe in it because it appears 
to me the inevitable consequence of what has gone be.fore 
it. I myself want to see the result. I grant it is an 
experiment, but it is the onl y direction society can take 
that is worth its ta k ing; the onl y conception of its duty 
large enough to satisfy its instincts; ·the onl y result 
that is worth an effort or a risk. Every other possible 
step is backward, and I do not care to repeat the past. 
I am glad to see s oo iety gra. PW~e with issues in which no 
one can af.ford to be neutral. -
However, the author's own opinions of democracy are less reas-
suring. There are his cynical references to democracy (" for 
democracy, ri ghtly understood, is the government of the people, 
by the people, for the benefit of Senators"3) and his descrip-
tion of the President's reception as "the dance of democracy 
round the .i;l resident."4 But the following statement is just 
short of complete rejection: 
There may be some mistake about a doc t rine which makes the 
wicked, when a majority, the mouthpiece of God against the 
virtuous, but the hopes of mankind are staked on it; and 
if the weak in faith sometimes quail when they see human-
ity floating in a shoreless ocean, on this plank, which 
experience and religion long since condemned as ~otten, 
mistake or not, men have thus far floated better by its 
aid, than the popes ever did with their prettier principle5· so that . it will .be a . long time y~t before society repents. 
1 . . . 225. 2 53· Democra cz, p. Ibid., P • 
3 ~., PP• 22-3. 4 · Ibid., p . 114. 
5 . Ibid., p. 121. 
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It is true that Adams has specific complaints, which 
imply the hope of some reform. He objects to the iron grip 
of party control demonstrated by the party caucus and by the 
system of party distribution of spoils. He describes what can 
happen at a nominating convention ·: 
The new President was, almost as much as Abraham Lincoln 
or Franklin Pierce, an unknown quantity in political math-
ematics. In the national convention of the party, nine 
months before, after some dozens of fruitless ballots in 
which Ratcliffe wanted but three votes of a majority, his 
opponents had done what he was now doing; they had laid 
aside their principles and set up for their candidate a 
plain Indiana farmer, whose political experience was 
limited to stump-speaking in bis native State, and to one 
term as Governor. They had pitched upon him, not because 
they thought him competent, but because they hoped by 
doing so to detach Indiana from Ratcliffe 1 s following, 
and they were so successful that within fifteen minutes 
Ratcliffe's friends were routed, ani the Presidency had fal~ 
len upon this new political Buddha. 
Mrs. Lee askS Ratcliffe: 11 1Have you never refused to go with 
your party?' •Never~' was Ratcliffe's firm reply."2 Democra~ 
describes the intricacies of proper job placement for party 
workers after an election; it reports the tine which must be 
spent by high officials such as the President and Secretary or 
the Tre~sury in distributing the spoils. 
The exposure of bribery is limited to the climax--when 
Ratcliffe is shown to have accepted a bribe from a steamship 
company. Considering the emphasis which Adams, in the Educa-
tion and elsewhere, places upon the surrender of the United 
States to capitalism and indus try after the Civil War, it is 
surprising that there is not more of this type of criticism 
in this novel. 
1 . . 8 Ibid., P• 10 • 2 . . 6 Ibid., p. 5 • 
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What then are the practical steps to be taken to work 
for reform? Mrs. Lee realizes that the question of morality 
is a more complicated one than she bid thought. When Rat-
cliffe asks for her advice she tells him, "'Do whatever is most 
for the public good.'" But Ratcliffe asks 11 1And what is most 
for the public good 1' •• 
Madeleine half opened her mouth to reply, then hesitated, 
and stared silently into the fire before her. What was 
indeed most for the public good? Where did the public 
good enter at all into this maze of personal intrigue, 
this wilderness of stunted natures where no straight 
road was to be found, but only the tortuous and aimless 
tracks of beasts and things that crawl? Where was she 
to look for ~ principle to guide, an ideal to set up and 
to point at? 
Ratcliffe accuses her of refusing to help him, of condemning 
him but not giving hliD credit when he does do right. 
"I confess my sins," said .IWiadeleine, .-meekly and de~pon­
dently; nlife is more complicated than I fuought." 
She begs for "'no responsibility. You ask more than I can 
give. ,n3 At first glance this would seem to be a criticism 
of Mrs. Lee rather than of Ratcliffe or of politics. But 
actually, Adams's point is cle~r as he proceeds: politics 
is so bad that its corruption is likely to rub off on even 
the most well-intentioned reformer. Right and wrong become 
confused. Early in the book Carrington exposes an election 
fraud which Ratcliffe has been involved in. Blandly, Ratcliffe 
justifies it to Mrs. Lee with the old political excuse that 
ends . justify means, and Mrs • Lee accepts his explanation. She 
1 . . 116-11?. 2 ... 118. Ibid., pp. Ibid., p. 
3rbid. 
deserves Ratcliffe's cutting reminder: 
tt ••• in that election I deprived a million people of 
rights which belonged to them as absolutely as their 
houses~ You could not say that I had done wrong. Not 
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a word of blame or criticism have you ever uttered to me 
t ffl on that aceoun •••• 
The point Adam seems to be making is that her contact with 
politics has dulled her ethical judgment. When she finally 
realizes this, she determines to ba ve nothing more to do 
with it, a de cis ion which leaves the reader wondering if 
Adams really felt there was no chance for reform. 
Although the politicians come in for the largest 
share of criticism in the novel, Adams does not omit a jibe 
at the citizenry, who after all were responsible for electing 
RatcHiffes to office. Baron Jacobi is an especially harsh 
critic: 
"Well, I declare to you that in all my experience I have 
found no society which has had elements of corruption like 
the United States. The children in the street are cor-
rupt, and know how to cheat me. The cities are all cor-
rupt, and also the towns and the -counties and the States' 
legislatures and the judges. Everywhere men betray 
trusts both public ~nd private, steal money, run away 
with public funds." 
,Clearly the majority, who under democracy control the govern-
ment are the real villains; as their representative Ratcliffe 
is the citizenry in microcosm. The last words in the volume 
are Mrs. Lee's postscript in a letter to Carrington after her 
condemnation and refusal of Ratcliffe: 
"The bitterest part of all this horrid story is that nine 
out of ten of our countrymen would say I had made a mistake."3 
1 . . 6 ~., pp. 235- • 2~., P• 50. 3Ibid., P• 246. 
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It is a depressing picture. The most cheerful 
aspects of the book are the one restrained endorsement of 
democracy and the hard-won victory of Mrs. Lee over Ratcliffe, 
which is, after all, not so much victory as escape. The 
novel is perme~ted with the ignored patrician's hatred of 
democracy and of common people who try to be more than they 
· are. The inauguration of the President, Madeleine found, 
was '' •of the earth, earthy.'" The President, n,an elderly 
western farmer, 1 " and his wife, a '''coarse washerwoman,' n 
- - 1 
were trying tt'to have a court and to ape monarchy.'n In 
final judgment, as a system democracy was no more than that 
rotten plank attempting to sustain a people afloat upon a 
shoreless ocean. Because it is better than past systems of 
governments, people unfortunately stil l cling to it and refuse 
to find something better. Vihat would be better, AQams does 
not suggest. 
All three of these men--Mark Twain, John W. De Forest, 
and Henry Adams--are idea lists whose hopes for democracy have 
been spoiled by the a ordidnea a of their poll tical environment. 
All three are disillusioned Lincoln Republicans. Uppermost 
in De Forest is a hatred for the ~~chinations of the capital-
ists which throws him pol itically on the aide of all of those 
classes which resented the encroachments of big business. This 
element of anti~capitalism, . althou~ it turns up in Adama's 
1rbid., pp. 128-9 and 199. 
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Education, is almost entirely absent in Democracy. The r act 
that Adams could ally himself with neither the capitalist class 
nor the ·r ow:e·r · c l asses brought him closer than any of these 
three t o discarding the democratic system. The Gilded Age 
contains less understarx:iing of politica l and economical 
c~ uses than the other two, the authors contenting themselves 
with an exhibition o t· mora l indignation. 
And yet all three are cut from the same cloth, politi-
c~lly. In the twilight of patrician influence and control, 
they look back with nostalgia on the democracy of early Amer-
ice, when honorable men were chosen to nsnage governmenta l 
aff~ irs. They hope in a machine age to recapture the democ-
racy of an agrarian one. Except for some minor suggestions 
of De Forest, political reform ia seen to be ~ n ethical prob-
lem rather than a socia l or an economic one. 
Despite its weaknesses, democracy was not, however, 
to be abardoned; nor wa s capitalism; nor exploitation. The 
gentlemen of the East were to have their way with Civil Ser-
vice reform, and then out of the West were to come forces 
which would attempt to guarantee t o every ~n a share in the 
wealth of the new country • 
• A List of Political Novels Considered in Chapter III 
Adams , Henry. Democracy (1880) 
De Forest, John W. Honest John Vane (1875) 
----=-----· Playing the Mi ~ chier (1875) _ 
Twain, Mark, and Charles D. Warner. The Gi l ded Age (1873) 
CHAPTER IV 
GENTLEMEN ON THE FRINGES OF POLI TICS: 
CIVIL SERVICE REFORM 
When Mark Twain remarked that fleas could learn just 
1 
about anything that a Congressman could, he was expressing 
the point of view common to respectable people of the day. As 
each new political scandal of the Grant regime came to light, 
politics came more and more to be regarded as a profeHaion pur-
sued by the immoral and the ignorant--those incapable of earn-
ing a living in any other employment. Brand Whitlock, in a 
later novel, recorded this point of view: 
'' I wish you'd let politics aloha, tt Amelia went on relent-
lessly. '' It seems so--so common. - I don't see what there 
is in it to attract you. And how am I ever going to ex-
plain your absence to those people tomorrow night? Tell 
them that politics detained you, I suppose?" She looked 
at him severely, and yet triumphantly, as i ·f she had re-
duced the problem to an absurdity. 
"Why," said Vernon, "you can tell them that I was 
called-; §Juddenly to Springfield; that an important matter 
in the Senate--" · · 
" The Senate t1' Amelia sneered. 
11l3ut dearest, tt Vernon began, leaning over in an atti-
tude for argument. 
She cut him short. 
"Why, Morley, do you think Itd ever 2et on to those 
Eltons that I know any one in politics?" · 
Henry Adams had learned through _personal experience, first, 
1spiller, et. al, op ~ ' cit., p. 926. 
2 Her Infinite Varlet! (Indianapolis: 
Merrill Co., [1904]), pp. 9-0. 
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that_ gentlemen were no longer acceptable in politics, and 
secondly, that he as a gentleman, wanted no part of politics 
as it was being conducted. 
When Roosevelt fresh from Harvard in 1881 decided to run 
for the New York legislature, his lawyer and business 
friends sought to dissuade him from_a career which, they 
r.ointed out, was controlled not by "gentlemen 11 but by1 
'saloon-keepers, horse-car conductors, and the like." 
Thus eliminated from politics either by lack of demand 
or lack of desire, some gentlemen urged a higher standard of 
political morality upon their countrymen and at the same time 
turned to a non-partisan reform movement which would if sue-
cessful return · some of the government jobs to those suited for 
them--the movement for Civil Service reform. 
Despite the very real evils engendered by the spoils 
system, full-blown under President Grant, there was little 
popular clamor for reform of the Civil Service; it was "an 
agitation carried on by a comparatively small, educated 
. ,2 
class. ' The reasons for this must be sought back in the 
days of Andrew Jackson, commonly tagged as the first to make 
a clean sweep of governmental offices. Arter his election 
in 1828, Jackson replaced all government employees; a process 
which entailed throwing out the intrenched office-holding 
aristocracy made up primarily of Federalists. For the idea 
of being governed by an elitist group did not appeal to the 
1Arthur Meier Schlesinger, The Rise of the City, 1878-
1898 (New York: The Macmillan Co., 1933), p. 388. 
2carl Russell Fish, The Civil Service and the Patronage 
(New York: Longmans, Green, and Co., 1905), p. 243. 
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people who elected Jackson. Also, the old theory of rotation 
of office, initiated in the early days of the colonists to 
keep men from holding offices of power too long and to give 
more of the people experience in political life . ha~ begun by 
association to be applied to all offices, and the idea came 
1 
to be regarded as "democratic." It was natural, then, that 
the frontiersmen who helped to elect Jackson should wish to 
apply this idea to the federa 1 service and throw out the 
ttdamned rascals" who had supported Adams. Those who were paid 
by the people should be of the peopl e, they felt; and after 
an, weren 1 t all men " created equally able to fulfill the duties 
.. 2 
of government offices?'' The fact that the Federalists 11 felt 
themselves indispensable to a well-run government'' did not 
sit well with the self-confident pioneers.3 Accordingly Jack-
son said in his first annual message: 
The duties of all public offices are, or at least admit 
of being nade, so plain and simple that men of intelli-
gence may readily qualify themselves for their perfor-
mance; and I can not but believe that more is lost by 
the long continuance of men in office than is generally 
to be gained by their experience. I submit, therefore, 
to your consideration whether the efficiency of the gov-
ernment would not be promoted, and official industry and 
integrity better secured, by a general extension of the 
law which limits appointments to four years • 
• • • The proposed limitation would destroy the idea 
of property now so generally connected with official 
station, and although individual distress may be some-
times produced, it would, by promoting that rotation 
which constitutes a leading principle in tha republican 
creed, gi~e . healthful action to the system • . 
1 ~., 
3 . ~., 
pp. 83-4. 
p. 109. 
2 . 4 Ibid. , p. 10 • 
4· ~., P• 112. 
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And so he threw the rascals out, in a federal housecleaning 
much criticized by his opp onents. However, when the Whigs 
were returned to office in 1841, they mended Jackson's error 
by putting all of their own men in, and the spoils system was 
established. 
As Wil l iam Dudley Foulke, once an active civil ser-
vice . reformer, points out, 1 the· spoils system, under the con-
ditions then existing in America, inevitably accompanied the 
rise of the two parties. Henceforth each new President was 
compelled to spend much of his time rejecting or satisfying 
office seekers. Lincoln complained: " I seem like one sitting 
in a palace, assigning apartments to importunate applicants 
while the structure is on fire and likely soon to perish in 
2 
ashes. n The situation worsened under Grant, although he had 
initially asked for a law to control civil service appoint-
ments. · According to legis l ation passed, he appointed an ad-
visory board of which George Wil l iam Curtis was chairman, but 
he could not conform to ·its recommendations and 0urtis re-
signed.3 
The reform movement grew under the leadership of such 
men as Carl Schurz, Dorman B. Eaton, Theodore Roosevelt and 
Curtis; to the l atter Farrington gives credit for doing 
more than almost any other man to bring about reform in 
1Fightin~ the Spoi l smen (New York: G. P. Putnam's 
Sons, 1919)' p. • 
2 Beard, Charles and Mary o:e. cit., II, 95. 
3Fish , The Civil Service, p. 213. 
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this 1 area. Curtis's primary vehicle was Harper's Weekly, of 
.. 
which he was editor from 1863 until his death. An early novel 
by Curtis (Trumps, 1861) exposes corruption in New York poli-
tics with its account of the rise of a young, dissolute and 
immoral man, hand-picked by unscrupulous politicians. 
In 1881 Curtis became president of a National League 
to promote governments 1 reform. In this same year, the New 
York Civil Service Reform Association had members in thirty-
2 three states and territories. Despite these figures, however, 
the movement had little support among farmers, laborerH and 
the gener~l public until the assassination of Garfield inspired 
their compassion (his .slayer was said to be a dissappointed 
office-seeker). A. civil service reform bill finally passed 
•Congress in 1883. Only a few thousand civil servants were 
covered by the law at first, but Cleveland, in the face of 
party opposition, added to the number, as did the Presidents 
following him--in many cases with the purpose of keeping 
party appointees in their jobs. "To the vanquished belong the 
spoilst' became the new slogan; but it made for gradual progress. 
A.s for the graft and corruption in 'Congress, the 
moralists had their day in the election of 1884, when the 
people refused to elevate the notorious spoilsman James G. 
Blaine to the Presidency . There were no lar~e scandala 
1 Parrington, op. cit., III, 150. 
2Fish, The Civil Service and the Patronage, p. 2.17. 
1 
thereafter--at any rate, in the Congress. 
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The corrupt sta~e of politics after the Civil War 
was duly lamented by the pol itica l novelists. They find 
politicians as a class generally uneducated, immoral and 
unscrupulous. Conspicuously absent is criticism of the 
influence of b ig businea s on politics--a potent force in 
poli tica 1 corrupt! on. They see the problems as e:mana ting 
from the excesse~ of Jacksonian democracy and see the solu-
tiona lying in the directi on of the election of honest men 
and promotion of Civil Service reform. 
These novelists were f aced with a technical problem 
evolving from their desire to present a plot that would 
show that all politicians are basically evil and at the same 
time woul d have a hero tb.a t wa l:i properly mora 1 and upstanding. 
This dilemma was solved, partly at the expense of t ne moral 
lesson, by throwing a c l ean-cut, educated, usually handsome, 
honest young man i nto the "maelstrom of corruption"2 and watch-
ing him struggle. The moral of the story is that there are 
no good men in politics; and yet according to the best roman-
tic tenets, right triumphs and the virtuous young man is not 
corruptect. 3 Novels following this general plan are: . Joe 
1Politics in the state and city governments were 
another story, however. 
2Alexander P. Bette rswortb, John Smith:, Democrat 
(Springfield, Ill.: H .• W. Rokker, 1877), p . 86 • . . 
3H6nest John Vane contains the re~listic counterpart 
of this theme. John Vane was no clean-cut hero bef ore he 
let't !'or Washington, ~· nd he was allowed to s i nk into the mire, 
even as other men had before him. 
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Mitchell Chapple, Boss Bart, Politician (1896); Wilson J. 
Vance, Princes' Favors (1880); Gilbert A. Pierce, Zachariah, 
the Congressman (1880); 1 John Ferguson Hume, Five Hundred 
Ma jority, or the Days of Tammany (1872); Alexa.nder P. Betters-
worth, John Smith, Democrat (1877); and F. Marion Crawford, 
An American Politician (1884). Robert Grant in An Average 
Man (1884) 2 features two young men, one of whom remains vir-
tuous and one of whom succumbs to the temptations of moneyed 
politicians. In two other novels of the period (Myra C. Hamlin's 
A Politician's Daughter [1886} and W. A. Wilkins's The Clever-
dale Mystery [1882})daughters of Senators narrowly escape 
being forced to marry wicked men to further their fathers' 
political careers. Only in Henry Ho oper's Wash Bolter (1872) 
is the ry rota.gonist the unscrupul ous uolitician; here the tre at-
ment is satirical. The novels deal with politics at all levels: 
federal, sta te and local. In every area the situation is the 
1 Pierce was a lawyer, a journalist, Governor of Dakota 
Territory a nd first U. s. Senator from North Dakota (Kunitz and 
Haycroft, oo. cit., p. 619). Zachariah, the Congressman ap-
~eared in 1S83 in a story magazine The American Library under 
the title of Peggy; a Country Heroine. 
2Grant was a member of Boston's Back Bay set and a 
judge who, when appointed to advise the governor of Massa-
chusetts on the Sacco-Vanzetti case, turned in a verdict un-
favorable to the two men. In his autobiography Fourscore 
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1934) Grant refers to An 
Average Man as a novel which "not merely smelt of the lamp, 
but wa s stillborn" (p. 156). His later novel, Unleavened 
Bread (1900) is a much better piece of work. 
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same: 
We have only to look round us to see, today, such noble 
men, when once embarked on a political sea, risk, with 
perfect confidence in their virtue, the outer feeblest 
circle of the maelstrom of corruption; thinking, when 
they have made this one round, they can easily extricate 
them.sel ves, and spread their sails for a straight course 
on a level sea. Oh~ what a terrible mistake is this 
risk, of the outer feeblest circle. The proverbial f1rst 
glass of the drunkard is safety in comparison •••• 
As Elbert Ainsworth remarl!s (in Boss Bart), "I would give two 
years of my life to find twenty honest men in a bunch in any 
2 political gathering. u 
The authors are not so unanimous in their suggest ions 
for improverrent, however. Vance seems to be very bitter 
because the s polls are not distributed to loya 1, hone at party 
men who have been of real service, but rather are given out 
on the basis of prestige or promise of future value. He sees 
politics as a ttdog' a life" and believes that a young nBn 
should hang himself rather than go into this profession. 3 
F. Marl on .Crawford joins the general c lamer against 
corrupt ion in An American Politician. Obviously somewhat out 
of his elenent, he skirts the edges of the muddy polit ical 
·pool, trying with general moral exhortat i ons to purify the 
waters without having to plunge in himself. Crawford's hero, 
John Harrington, is an upstanding young Bostonian who refuses __... 
to purchase a Senate seat by promising to protect the iron 
1 
Bettersworth, op. cit., pp. 86-7. 
2 (New York: F. Tennyson Neely, 1896), p. 49. 
~Princes' Favors (New York: The American News co., 1880), 
pp. ll+-15. 
18 2 
trade of an Irish politician. The final chapter, in the 
form of a speech to the House of Representatives (Harrington 
is finally elected in spite of the Irish), 1 is supposed to 
contain the sum of his political beliefs. In general, he 
urges the Anerican people to throw off ~he ignoble chains of 
2 party slavery, the wretched hopes of party preferment." Be-
cause of party connections, the average pol itician supports 
"measures which he knows to be injurious to the welfare of 
the c oun try • •• 3 
11 This p:irty spirit, this miserable craving for the good 
things that may be extracted :from the service of a party, 
has produced the crying evil of our times. A certain · 
class--a very large c l ass--call our politics dirty, and 
our politicians dishonest. Young men who~e education 
and position in .the commonwealth entitle them to a voice 
in public matters withdraw entirely from all contact with 
the real life of the country. Liberty bas become a leper, 
a blind outcast in the eyes of the gilded youth of today. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
'tAll honor to those who have set their faces against 
the growing evil, to check it if they can, and to lay the 
foundation of a barrl er against which the tida 1 wave of 
corruption and dishonesty sha l l brea k in vain •••• 
They mean to do right, and they do it, because right is 
right, not because they expect to be rewarded with the 4 
s poils or fed with fat tit-bits from the feast of party. 
This turgid oration in fa vor of honesty, nobility and public 
1 Harrington is elected to the United Statas Senate 
(An Ameri.can Poll tic ian [ New York : P . F . Collier and Son, 1884], 
p . 3:;4). Why then is he making a speech before the House of 
Representatives on the occasion of thei r vote to decide a tie 
in a Presidentia l e l ection (ibid., p . 335)2 
2 . 
Ibid., P• 355· 
3 . 
Ibid., P • 345• 
4 ' ~-, pp. 351-2. 
sacrifice covers the last twenty-two pages of the novel and 
is, as Quinn comments, 11 absuro."1 
A similar view is taken by Pierce, W.ilkins and Hamlin, 
who believe that more honest people should go into politics. 
Pierce denounces the ''holier-than-thou'' a ttl tude of many good 
men; 2 it is ''not only the privilege but the duty of American 
citizens"; to involve themselves in political affairs, says 
Wilkins. Hamlin sees the present difficulty stemming from 
the fact that gentlemen do not presently engage in poll tics. 
Arthur Bradley, the gentleman who has thought politics beneath 
him, decides that "'My country needs just such men as I in 
politics--men who are educated gantlemen. 1114 Hume sees the 
greatest barrier to good government in the existence of 
political parties;5 Grant is the only one who believes that 
"We shall never get pure government in this country until the 
moral tone of the average voter is raised."6 
Pierce demonstrates the dire need for Civil Service 
reform. . In his Zachariah~ · the · Congressman . a poor . civil servant 
sette 
1op. cit., p. 394. 
2zachariah~ the Con~ressman,{Chicago: 
and .Loyd, 18 0}, p. 5 • Donnelly, Gas-
;The Cleverdale Mystery (New York: Fords, Howard, and 
Hulbert, 1882), p. 286. 
4A Politician's Daughter {New York: D. Appleton and 
Co., 1886), p. 112. 
5Five Hundred ' Majority (New York: G. P. Putnam and 
Sons, 1872)• p. 121. 
6A~ Average 'Man (Boston: James R. Osgood and Co., 1384), 
PP• 142-3. 
184 
by the name of Timothy Bobbin moves his family to Washington 
only to be thrown out of office after the next election. Tim-
othy, wasted by starvation and wracked by fever, finally dies. 
Zachariah himself is not re-elected to Congress because he 
has offended a politician by refusing him a job. Other objec-
tors to the practice of using the Civil Service for patronage 
1 2 
are Grant and Hooper. 
Only one political novel com:ls out against Civil Ser-
vice reform: Emna w. MacCarthy's Congressman John and His 
Wifets 'Satisfaction (1891). Here the old prejudice of the 
ordinary citizen against civil service reform is obvious. For 
Mrs. !~cCarthy asserts that such competitive examinations as 
are proposed would only affect the small poai tiona; Congress-
man John Fairfax says: 
"commence the~ 0 reformer, at the head. Abolish the Elec-
toral College·; let the various candidates for the office 
of chief ma giatrate of the United Sta tea appear before a 
commission, who may with plummet and line ascertain the 
height, the breadth and the depth of their capabilities. 
Thus in like
3
manner proceed throughout each and every 
department." · 
In contrast to the advocates of Civil Service reform, .Congress-
man John is more interested in seeing the passage of anti-
trust legislation which would be 
1Ibid., PP• 252-3. 
2wash Boltor; · Nl~ ·n. (London~ For the Author by J. c. 
Rotten, 1872), . p. 29. 
3congresarren John (New York: G. W. Dillingham, 1891), 
pp. 43-4· 
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". • • the death-blow to the hydra -headed monster, from 
whose corpse it was hoped would spring an era of healthy 
competition, reviving the languiahinf trades, and dis-
arming the Plutocratic <Class .••• 11 
Thus far, the political novelists have originated 
largely from the aristocracy or from the upper middle class. 
Federeliat-Whiga have resented too much participation in gov-
ernment by the !!Bases ard have advocated stronger central 
government. Patricians have spoken out against the mercantile 
classes; sometimes they have balked at too much levelling, but 
more often they have taken a paternal~tic attitude toward 
the common man. Many of these have been Democrats in the 
Jefferson-Jackson tradition. Tne Civil Service reformers 
were for the most part descendants of the Whigs and the 
abolitionists who had found another cause to support--a 
panacea which seemed irrefutably on ' the aide of righteousness, 
and which would leave them unsullied by the mud of partisan 
poll tics. 
Meanwhile, however, novelists had begun to present 
the case of the laboring man or of the farmer against big 
business. Appearing in ever-increasing numbers, these novels 
protesting the ubiquitousness of big business in American life 
were to be the dominant variety until 1900. 
1 
. . 0 4 Ibid., pp. 1 3- • 
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A List of the Political Novels Considered in Chapter IV 
Bettersworth, Alexander P • . John · Sm1 thi ·Democrat (1877) 
Chapple, Joe Mitchell. Boss Bart, Pol tician (1896) 
Crawfurd, F. Marion. An American Politician (1884.) .. 
Grant, Robert. An Avera~e Man (1884) 
[Hooper, Henry.] Wash Bo tor, M. D •. (1872) . 
Hume, John Ferguson. F'ive Hundred Majorit! {1872} 
MacCarthy, Emma w. Congressman John and H s Wife's Satisfaction 
(1891) - - -
Pierce, Gilbert A. Zachariah, the · Con~ressman (1880) 
Vance, Wilson J. Princes 1 Pavors (188 ) 
Wilkins, W. A • . The Cleverdale Mystery (1882) 
PAR'.r TWO 
THE LAST STAND OF THE AGRARIAN: 
THE WESTERN REVOLT AGAINST CAPITALISM 
CHAPTER I 
THE PROTES'r AGAINST BIG BUSINESS 
While the agitation for Civil Service reform flourished 
among upper middle-class easterners like Godkin, Schurz and 
Curtis, who were politically right-of-center, the movement of 
protest against the domination of big business was gathering 
support from lower middle-c lass and middle-class groups, 
politically left-of-center and radica 1, and largely from the 
West. 1 
In large part the work of those who had promoted 
honesty in government had been done. By the late 1880's 
the administrative branch of the government had eliminated 
much of the corruption which had so n:a rked the Gr~;.~nt Adminis-
tration, and progress was being made toward elimination of 
the spoils system of appointments in spite of opposition by 
professional~ of both parties. 2 Thus the Unitect States began 
ita emergence from the Gilded Age. Not only was the bottom 
of the political pork .barrel in sight . wit~ . the decrease in 
1However, there were some eastern 11 acholars tt --~·~ 
William Graham Sumner and Arthur Latham Perry--who joined 
forces with the hayseeds (Matthew Joseph~on, The Politicos 
(New York: Harcourt, Brace and Co., 1938], P• 326• · 
2 Harrison Cook Thomas, Tne Return of the Democratic 
Party to Power in 1884 (New York: 1919), pp. 1oo ana 245 • . 
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patronage, but the numbei• of other opportunities for Dl!:iking 
money which had seemed so infinite only a few years before, 
was becoming distinctly limited. -The closing of the fron-
tier (wnich according to Frederick Jackson Turner occurred 
in 1880)1 contributed largely to the disappearance of the 
spirit of optimism which had obtained in the country since 
the Civil War. If the frontier did not actually make a great 
number of men wealthy, it at least held forth to many the 
promise of future prosperity. Farmers, whether they had pros-
pered or not in the midwest, had always the opportunity to 
sell out and go further West; laborers had been able to turn 
to homesteading if working conditions proved unbearable. 
But by 1890 all the good land seemed to be either claimed 
by previcua settlers, bought by speculB. tors, or given away 
to the railroads. 
The spirit which had begrudged no man a fortune as 
long as there were fortunes available to all, turned to dis-
content as a great many people despaired of ever being pros-
perous. Equal opportunity for all had area wealth for a few. 
In fact, while the Seffersonians and Jacksonians had been 
p:n'enching equal opportunity 1 the capita lis ta had been the bene-
fic iaries of a governmental paternalism which they were now, 
in their security, prepared to scrap in what Professor Hartz 
refers to as a "drama tic flip flop :f?-
· 1 Turner~ The Frontier in American History (New York: 
Henry Holt and ~o., 1920), p. 1. 
2r,ouis Hartz, The Libera l Tradition in America (New 
York: Harcourt, Brace, 1955), pp. 215-16. 
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Some radicals were demanding a change in focus of 
governmental paternalism; others, like the more conservative 
farmers, were merely asking for a reversion to a true laissez-
fa ire policy. 
There were few areas in which the dominant hand of 
big business was not felt. It controlled politics at all 
levels--city, state, and national; it embittered the farmers 
in the West who md to pay prohibitively high freight rates 
to get their produce back to Eastern markets; it intruded 
itself upon small businessmen, who were often squeezed by the 
trusts. The most obvious way to end the governmental assis-
tance to business seemed to many to be the abolishment of the 
protective tariff. That the protective tariff was a sectional 
issue had been shown as early as 1820, when Henry Clay had 
maintained that protection was a national benefit. The vote 
on the tariff bill in that year found the manufacturing states 
lined up in favor of it, while the large farming interests 
united to defeat it. 1 Du~ing the Givil War the high tariff 
had had the dual purpose of encouraging new business and pro-
viding a source af revenue for the government. Now however 
it produced surplus revenue which only encouraged Congressional 
dishonesty and was moreover responsible for the high prices 
which farmers had to pay for manufactured items. Pressure 
against the protective tariff began to mount in 1882 and 1883, 
when a bill was ~as~ed ostensibly in response to this pressure; 
1 J. T. Ada:ms, op~ cit., p. 271. 
actually, however~ the tariff on some items was raised and 
on others lowered. 1 The platforms of both p1rties in 1884 
2 
were equally vague on the tariff question, and it was not 
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until Cleveland became interested in reducing the tariff 
that any progress was nade to that end. In 1887 he devoted 
his annual message entirely to the subject of tariff reduction. 
The first group of novelists to deal with capitalist 
control were content mainly with exposure. Although they no 
aoubt hoped through their books to ameliorate the situation by 
arousing public opinion, they did not have in mind any sig-
nificant reform of the economic or politica l system; advocacy 
of tariff revision was generally as far as they went. "The 
danger lies not in the system but the abuse of it,n is the 
way Thomas Stewart Denison puts it.3 
Two o.f these novels are ape cifi ca lly concerned with 
tariff reform:4 The Money-Makers (1885) by Henry Francis 
Keenan and The Story .of Rodman Heath (1894> by Ro~ert T. Edes. 
·!Morison and Commager, op~ ci t ., p . 230. 
2 Thomas, op . cit., p. 128. Although anti-protectionist 
activity was Eainly within the Democratic party, the Democrats 
as far as party policy was concerned were not noticeably less 
protectionist than the Republicans. See also Schlesinge~., 
Political and Social Growth of the American .People, p. Lu+• 
3An Iron Crown (Chicago: T. s. Denison, 1885), p. 465. 
4cra~ford's hero in An American Politician calls him-
self a " tariff reform ma n." Yet he tries to placate the poli-
tician who sells pig-iron by saying: ll . • • I am prepared to 
support laws to protect iron as much as is necessary. Free 
trade nowadays does not mean cutting away all duties; it means 
a proper adjustment of them to the requirements of our commerce" 
{pp. 228-230}. The only nove l , a s fa~ as I know, to come out 
against tariff reform is Chapple's Boss Bart, which opposes it 
on the grounds that free trade would force wages down (pp. 124-5). 
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Edes's book points up the modification in politica l attitudes 
which was occurring as the populace began to have second 
thoughts about helping most those who had most. Rodmn Heath 
explains the change in his own thinking: 
"Heretofore the present_ system has seemed to me, in the 
main, all right. I said--and honestly~- too--'The country 
is prosperous and these are the men that made -it so. Let 
us take care of these men, and continue the system. They 
get more than their share, to be s~re; out then most of 
them give back a good deal • • . • Now I can see another 
side. The wealthy men and the hustlers do not rrake the 
country prosperous alone. They have no right to claim the 
lion's share. Charity does, indeed, cover a multitude of 
sins; but the plan of allowing all the good things of the 
world to accumulate in the hands of a small class, to be 
distributed at their pleasure, no matter how generously, 
is a mediaeval one •••• nl 
Rodman Heath calls himself a Mugwump--that is, one of those 
liberal Republicans who bolted the party in 1884 and 1888 to 
support Cleveland and honest government. This group, however, 
(see Part One, Chapter V) was not, like Rodman Heath, gener-
ally interested in changing the system Which created huge 
2 fortunes while other men were starving. Somewhat to the left 
of the avera ge Mugwump is Heath's opposition to 
••• the unequal and unjust distribution of wealth, the 
inadequate reward of certain forms of labor, and the enor-
mous and corrupting facility for the acquisition of others' 
earnings by the ~rious forms of gambling, speculation, 
and combination.' 
Yet as a specific remedY for these inequalities Edes advocates 
1Rodman Heath (Boston: Arena. Publishing Co., 1894), 
pp. ~16-17. 
2 c ~ The Mugwumps, led by such men as ar1: Shurz, G. W. l;ur-
tis, and E. L. Godkin, were, like Cleveland, 11 interested ~inly 
in questions of administrative efficiency, being largely indif-
f erent to those profound influences which were already breeding 
labor unrest and class friction" (Schlesinger, Growth, p. 110). 
3Ectes, op. ·cit., p. 243. 
1 little else besides a lower tariff. 
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Keenan's The Money-Makers, written for the purpose of 
defending labor from the charges nade against it in John Hay's 
The Breadwinners (1884), de~cribes with Democratic bias the 
rise of a capitalist, Aaron Grimstone, to a virtual political 
dictatorship. Starting as a blacksmith, Grimstone became 
within fifteen or twenty years the boss of his state. Keenan 
gives us one of the early portraits of the robber baron as 
poll t ician: 
He could, by a word, decide the choice of the men who were 
to be Governor, Sana tor, Congressmen, legislators, as in 
1872 he was omnipotent in n:a king Genera 1 Ajax Pres !dent • 
• • • He had made Kilgore Senator, causing his .election 
by a .Legislature in which the U1trocra ts held a majority 
on joint ballot. In thcs e days Kilgore was a poor man; 
but he was counted worth not tess than a million in 1872, 
six years after his election. 
He aescribes with realistic detail the methods used to purge 
newspaper men who were reporting the truth in labor struggles;3 
the way money was spent in order to control elections;4 the 
economic--and hence political--control which a manufacturer 
had over the men he employed.5 The mission Which the protagonist-
journalist, Fred Carew, takes upon himself is the education af 
the laboring man. Using as a basis the slogan 11 free trade, 
free labor, and free men, 11 he teaches 11 that the protective 
l'ractice was . a rope fastened around the money-bags of . the · rich, 
1 Ibid., p. 279· 
2Keenan, The Money~Makers (New York: D. Appleton and 
Co., 1885), P• 13 • 
3 . 6 Ibid., pp. 3 ff. 4 "1 " ~., pp. 327-d. 5rbid., p . 328. 
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1 
the end of ~ich was used as a whip for labor.P The tariff 
is labelled as " the slavery of the South transferred to the 
2 North.,, 
Keenan's prinary purpose is to show the absolute 
unscrupulousness of the captains of industry. For example, 
he details the operations of a group of railroad speculators 
who want to ruin the stock of a rival company which has been 
monopolizing the coal-carrying trade and who do it by stirring 
up trouble in the coal mines. After they have paid the opera-
tors of a coal mine to stop work, 11 legislators were asked to 
grant a comprehensive system of charters which would hence-
forth put all the coa l products of Appalachia and •rransylvania 
into the hands of a syndicate operating from New York and 
Penna delphia. n3 When the legislature does not respond rapidly 
enough, agitators are placed in the mines to goad the men on 
to violence so that the legislature will have to act. 
The other early anti-businessman novels are concerned 
with the methods used by businessmen to gain political control 
rather than with advocacy of any s pecific reform. Naturally 
the primary instrument is the promise of financial gain, but 
tbe re are a number of ways in which this c ruld be used. Sen-
ators could be bribed directly, as in Burnett's Through One 
Administration {1883) ;4 a ·. cooperative 1awyer could be insured 
1Ibid. 2 3 6 Ibid., p. 329. I b id., P• 3 • 
4Frances Hodgson Burnett, Throu~ · One Administration · 
(New York: Cba rles Scribner's Son$, 19 ) , pp. 380 f'f. . . . 
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a lucrative business, as in An Iron Crown; 1 or a politician's 
vote on a bill could be in~ured by giving him a pecuniary 
interest in its passage. Dave Sawdor (in An Iron Crown) 
responded to this somewhat more subtle technique; he 
••• was the kind of oily politician who deludes the 
people into believing him a patriot, and who is ready to 
be bought, at any time on any occasion, not by so many 
dollars counted out and receipted for but by a block of 
stock quietly slipped into the hand of a discreet friend 
with the understanding that if a certain bill passes ~he 
stock will be valuable, if not, it will be worthless.-
Gongressman Markham Churr in Albion Tourgee's Figs and Thistles 
finds that all his savings and those of his benefactor and 
long friend have been invested, unknown to him, in a railroad 
company just when he is called upon to vote on a bill relating 
to the same company. Here considerations of the welfare of 
his family and the demands of his friend make it difficult for 
Ghurr to vote honestly.3 Stuffing of ballot boxes and buying 
of citizens' votes are other methods used by those with money.4 
Economic pressures are not the only ones which the 
businessman used, however--at least in the political novel, 
where love is sometimes more powerful than money. In Alice 
Brand, a young, honest politician, Mason, finds himself on 
the opposite side of the tariff question from that of the 
father of the girl he loves. His adamant adherence to principle 
and 
lnenison, op. cit., pp. 55-56. 
2 Ibid. , p. 384. 
3Tourgee, Figs and Thistles (New York: 
Hulbert, 1879), pp. 427-432. 
4nenison, op. cit., p. 56. 
Fords, Howard, 
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1 is rewarded when he manages to marry the girl. Rodman Heath 
faces a similar dilemma, although his difficulty is compounded 
by the fact that he will not only lose the girl he is engaged 
to, but the financier and backer of his campaigns as well (the 
girl's father) if he persia ts in his mildly socialistic ideas. 
When he decides that to keep faith with his conscience he must 
/ 
wi thdra'<v from the Republican party, his fiancee breaks the 
engage~nt, and without the support of her father and the Repub-
lican party, he fails to be reelected.2 Romantic pressure is 
also applied to John Andross, who yields to it momentarily only 
to discover his error in tj_me to vote correctly.3 And Through 
One Administration tells the story of a man who tries to make 
his innocent wife charm Sena ·cors into voting for mea sure s 
favorable to his business. 
Of s peeia.l interest are the portraits of the money 
kings found in this early .fiction. The capita list here, like 
the politician-lobbyist Dorman in De Forest's Honest John Vane, 
is dynamically wicked. For the political novel has not yet 
grown out of its morality play aspects, and the business man 
as oppressor of labor, robber of the poor, and killer of small 
1A. G. Riddle, Alice Brand (New York: D. Appleton and 
Co., 1875). 
2 
Edes, op. cit. 
3Rebecca Harding Davis, Johri Andross (New York: Orange 
Judd Co., 1874>, p. 300. 
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children as well as adults 1 becomes more and more prevalent. 
Around 1900 the novelists begin to see the capitalist as a 
man of at least one admirable quality--strength--with the 
2 
advent of the novel of economic strugg le. But in the eighties 
and nineties they were using - this fictional picture of the 
businessman-devi to fight the Horatio Alger myth and its com-
panion, the myth of the paterna l ism of the robber baron. As 
Andrew carnegie believed, the man of' money was 
•.• the mere agent and trustee for his poorer brethren, 
bringing to their service his superior wisdom, experience, 
and ability to administer, doing :for the~ better than th~ 
would or could do for themselves • • • • 
This comp<:l ratively new myth, having displaced the old 
survival~of-the-fi ttest . or dog~eat-:-~og ph~los ophy~ was devised 
1taird in John Andross is a man who hires thugs to get 
rid of honest people standing in his way; Keenan's Aaron Grim-
stone built a hotel which he knew to be unsafe and which is 
responsible for the deaths by fire of a number of people; later 
Arnold Clark in Beneath the Dome (1894) shows rich Mr. Villar's 
neglected sister- dying In the snow just outside his door. 
2An example is Will Payne's The ·Money Captain (1898) 
in which political machinations are subordimted to the story 
of the struggle between the Duke of Gas and a newspaper man 
who attempts to expose him. An amazingly close parallel of 
this plot is found in The Bec6nd Generation by James Weber 
Linn (1902). Robert Herrick aocuments the making of a robber 
baron in The Memoirs of An American Citizen; the type finally 
emerges full-blown in Dreiserts The ~inanCier (1912) and The 
Titan (1914). The clash of economic forces Is of course roe 
theme in Frank Norris's The Octopus. 
3Quoted - in Ralph Henry Gabrie\ Tlie ·tCoursti -of'- -Ameriea.rl 
Democratic Thou~ht (New York: The Ronald P_ress Co., 194o)~ p. 
I51, from an ar icle in the North American Review (June l8tj9) 
called "The Gospel of Wealth. 
-4The old philosophy, as Frederic~ Townsend ~~rtin saw 
it, was that trrt matters not one iota what political party is 
in power, or what President holds the reins of office. We are 
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to drown the rising clamor of the "poorer brethren" to adminis-
ter their own affairs. But it was new only to the captains 
of industry, who borrowed it from the old feudalistic aris-
tocracy hoping that an air of noblesse oblige would reconcile 
the populace to their financial position. The justification 
of this Gospel of Wealth was largely ignored by fiction wri-
ters.1 Edward Everett Hale did come to their defense in !l 
Friend the Boss (1888) in which Fisher, a wealthy manufacturer, 
runs a town for the good of all. Altruism, however, seems to 
be set aside w1 th Fisher's rensrk: n ••• I have a large 
. 2 
pecuniary interest in having it well governed." Hale makes 
a point elsewhere of emphasizing the unselfish by-products, 
if not motivations, of making money. There is the builder, 
not prirrarily interested in making money, who likes to see 
people enjoying his houses. And there is the clothing manu-
facturer: "He took real pleasure, substantial pleasure, in 
knowing that they had better clothes on their backs than they 
would have had if he had not lived." 3 
not politicians or public thinkers; we are the rich; we own 
America; we g ot it, God knows how; but we intend to keep it if 
we can by throwing a 11 the tremendous weight of our support, 
our influence, our money, our political connection, our pur-
chased senators, our hungry congressmen, our public-speaking 
demagogues into the scale against any legislation, any political 
platform, any Presiden tia 1 campe ign, that threatens the integ-
rity of our estate ••.• (Quoted in ~~tthew Josephson The 
Robber Barons [New York: Harcourt, Brace and Co., 1934j,~ 352 from Martin's The Pas s ing of · the · Idle · Rich. ) 
1Alice French later co~s to the defense of the capital-
ist; she believes in charity . ~ather than higher wages for labor-
ing men. In The b~n of the Hour (1905) her thesis is that a 
man bas to be . rich arid stay rich in order to be of any help 
to others. 
2 (Boston: 
3Ibid., p . 
J. Stilman Smith and Co., 1888), p. 101. 
46. 
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Despite the bitter denouncement of tm capitalists 
in these early books, capitalism itself is still for the most 
part inviolate except for the suggestion of tariff reform. 
Denison goes a little further, but after one of the strongest 
indictments of the railroads for being subsidized by the govern-
ment and of such organizations as the Credit Mobilier and the 
Standard Oil company and after a bitter complaint about the 
giving away of public lands to the :re ilroads, he urges only 
these changes: government supervision of public transporta-
tion, denial of voting privileges to the illiterate, reform 
of the jury system, and participation of ''all intelligent 
1 
citizens" in po l itics. More radical reforms, however, were 
not long in bidding for attention. 
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CHAPTER II 
REVOLT 
11 The air is full of revolt against things as they are." 1 
We meet in the midst of a nation brought to the verge of 
ruin. Corruption dominates the ballot box, the legisla-
tures, the Congress, and touches even the ermine of the 
bench • • • • The newspapers are subsidized or muzzled; 
public opinion silenced; business prostrated, our homes 
covered with mortgages, labor impoverished, and the land 
concentrated in the hands of the capitalists. The urban 
population are denied the right of organization . for self-
protection; imported pauperized labor beats down their 
wages; a hireling standing army, unrecognized by our laws, 
is established to shoot. them down • • • • The fruits of 
the toil of millions are boldly stolen to build up colos-
sa l fortunes, unprecedented in the history of the world, 
while the possessors despise the republic and· endanger 
liberty. • • • The national power to create money is 
appropriated to enrich bondholders; silver ••• has been 
demonetized to add to the purchasing power of gold by de-
creasing values of all forms of property as well as human 
labor; and the supply of currency is purposely abridged 
to fatten usurers, bankrupt enterprise, and enslave in-
dustry. A vast conspiracy a gainst mankind has been or-
ganized on two continents and is taking possession of the 
world. If not met and overthrown at once it forebodes 
terrible convulsions, the destruction of ci~ilization, or 
the establishment of an absolute despotism. 
This ominous and passio~te pronouncement was a part 
of the preamble to the platform of the People's Party in 1892. 
Listed in it are . the grievances . of dive~se groul?s which had 
1 Hamlin Garland, Jason Edwards (New York: D. Appleton 
and Co. , 1897) , p. 42. 
2Quoted in Grant c. Knight, The Critical Period in 
American Literature (Chapel Hill: The University of North 
Carolina Press, 1951), pp. 50-51. · 
.. 
200 
201 
finally in a spirit of despair and revolt come together as 
one poli tica 1 party. The history of . this I:B rty does not begin 
with its formal organization in 1890; some of its tenets were 
advocated in Andrew Jackson's time. Its immediate history is 
the history of the groups which had been battling the plutoc-
racy since 1870 and which now joined together in what John 
. " A Hicks calls this struggle to save agricultural merica from 
the devouring jaw; of indus tria 1 America." 1 These groups 
included the Greenbackers, laborites, single-taxers, free 
silver supporters, socialists and 0hristian socialists. Not 
all of these groups were composed solely of farmers; and yet 
Hicka is right, for not only were the majority of the Popu-
lists farmers, but organizationally the antecedents of the 
People's Party were the succession of farmers' organizations 
which began with the Grange shortly after the Civi l War. The 
farmers were able to attraet these other groups because of the 
two primary compl.9.ints ·which they all held in common: the 
feeling that they were at the mercy of the monopolies and the 
trusts--particularly the railroads--and their distrust of the 
bankers and money-lenders in the East, which was the cause of 
the great agitation over the currency problem. 
The beliefs of each one of the s e groups were urged by 
political novelists. In fact, a history of the political 
novel in this ~eriod is 1n es~ence a historf of the rise of 
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the People's Party. It must be remembered, however, that just 
as there was a good deal of overlapping in the membership of 
these groups, there was the same kind of overlapping in the 
fiction. Therefore in a study of the political novel of this 
era it would be impossible to group the novels rigidly into 
categories. It has thus seemed most meaningful in the discus-
sion which follows to use the political group as a skeletal 
form on which to arrange the ideas in the novels. If a ·novel 
contains ideas pertaining to more than one group, it will of 
course appear in the discussion of both. 
Tne Greenoack Party 
The issue of cheap money was one which had divided 
the farmer and his creditor since Revolutionary times, when 
paper money was issued to pay for the war and was later de-
manded by debtors to ease the almost intolerable scarcity of 
money after the war. 1 Again during the Civil War, paper cur-
rency known as greenbacks helped to pi y soldiers and to buy 
supplies. However, the soldiers soon found that it took more 
of the greenbacks to buy goods than it did of silver or gold 
coin. The troubl e, said the Greenbackers, was that the govern-
ment made greenbacks legal tender for everything except import 
2 duties and interest on some government bonds. . They refused 
1 . 
Edward Bellamy, cognizant of the para lle 1 between 
Shays's Rebellion, which occurred during this post-revolutionary 
period, and the greenback agitation of the seventies and 
eighties, described the revolt led by Daniel Shays in The Duke 
of Stockbridge, published serially in 1879· 
2see T. A. Bland, Esau . or . the Bankers I . Victim (Wash-
ington, D. C., Publ·ished by the Author, 1892), a story built 
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to subscribe to the old theory that all money in circulation 
should be related to the amount of bullion in the vaults of 
the federal g overnment. Instead they held that 
••• money is a kind of certificate which says in effect 
that the holder of ·· it has rendered a service to the com-
munity in some way; that he has produced something, which, 
not being in need of himself, he wished to exchange for 
something else, and had transferred his title to it to 
another, taking this certificate, this money, as evidence 
of the fact, and that now, having found the article he 
desires, and which is for sale, he is entitled to take it 
for his own use at the price asked, upon transferring his 
certificate, or money, to the party owning the article 
for sale; who, in his turn, has the right to take any 
other article for sale by anybody else it the price asked, 
by transferring the certificate to him. 
The people in the West felt that they were being exploited 
by the eastern bankers who were making money, not by doing 
any kind of productive work but merely by distributing and 
loo ning the money which the government should have been issu-
ing directly to the people. Congressman Swanson (a conserva-
tive but kind-hearted lawyer selected as a labor candidate and 
then "stolenH by the big business party) finally admits that 
he 
ll ••• believed the Greenbackers were more than half 
right, and that the proper thing to do was to abolish 
the Nationa l Banks, and issue the money needed to do the 
around the currency problem after the Civil War. Bland por-
trays the bankers as so distressed by the proposed bill to 
issue greenbacks that they hold a special meeting and, con-
trolling the government as they do, decide that one small 
amendment shall be attached to the bill: ti 1 Provided, That 
the notes provided for, and authorized, by .this act, . shall be 
legal tender for all purposes except duties on imports and 
interest on the public debt 1 11 (p. 32). · 
, 
1cmrles Cyril Post~ . Cori.gressrran · swanson (Chicago: 
Charles H. Sergel and Co., 1891), p. 241. Sees. F. Norton, 
Ten Men of Mon ey Is land . or Tlie Pr irite r of Finance (1891), an 
allegory With a similar point of view. 
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business of the country direct to the people; paying it 
out in meeting the expenses of Government and receiving 
it back again (redeeming it) 1in payment of import duties and internal revenue taxes. 11 
Of all the groups mentioned above which contributed 
to the rise of the People's Party, the Greenback P~rty may be 
said to be most directly the antecedent of it and of its 
predecessor, the Alliance. This connection is pointed up in 
Congressman Swanson, which is actually a fictional history of 
the rise of the Populist Party, with most of its space de-
voted to the Labor Reform Party (1872) and its successor, the 
Greenback- Labor Party. As far as I have been able to ascer-
ta i n, Congressman Swanson is unique in its attempt to present 
the point of view of both the farmer and the laborer and the 
plight of the farmer in the South as well as in the North. 
Many of the ideas later used in the platform of the 
Greenback party appeared in a dec l aration of the National 
Labor Union in convention in 1867 (members of the National 
Labor Union [1867-1872] organized the Labor Reform Party in 
1872), which stated: 
••• that property is the product of physical or intel-
lectual labor; that money is the medium of distribution 
for non-producing capita l and producing labor; that the 
power to make money and regula~e its value is an essen-
tial attribute of sovereignty. 
It further urged that greenbacks be made the exclusive legal 
1Ibid., pp. 216-217. 
2Edward R. Lewis, A History of American Political Thought 
from the Civil War to the ~vorld War (New York: The Nf.acmillan 
Co., 1937), pp. 268-9. See also Post, op. cit., p. 198. 
1 
tender of the nation. 
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After the panic of _ 1873, which is described in some 
data il in Congress:rra n Swans on, the Greenback party intensified 
these demands .for currency reform and became definitely infla-
tionary in point of view. Drawn largely from the debtor 
classes, the Greenbackers saw that they had had to mortgage 
their farms when wheat was fifty cents a bushel and pay back 
principal and interest with twenty-cent (or less) wheat. lbe 
planter in the South like the Northern farmer bad to buy sup-
plies for months before he got them, paying twenty-five to 
thirty per cent more for them than he would have had to pay 
if he had bought them for cash. More and more in debt, he 
then had to market his cotton when the notes fell due, which 
was when cotton 2 was bringing the least money. Many lost 
their farnB and plantations altogether.3 On the other hand, 
conservative business arrl. tanking interests were calling for 
the resumption of specie payments, and the Specie Resumption 
Act of 1875 met their denBnds a:rd virtually "ended the green-
back question as a practical political issue~"4 Although it 
still supported issuing of greenbacks, the Greente ck party 
began to plump for other inflationary measures a uch as free 
1 . 
Lewis, op. cit., p. 269. 
2 Post, op. cit., P• 324. 
.farm 
3 . . . . . . See Bland, ot. cit., in which the loss of the home 
because of defla ion is the central situation • 
4Morison and Commager, op~ ' cit., p. 244. 
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silver, 1 which was capable of attracting a larger number of 
voters. The free silver plank, whi ch was adopted by the 
2 Alliance in its platform of 1887, and which was always an 
important one in the .P opulist Party platforms, gave rise to 
the central issue in the campaign of 1896 when it was finally 
adopted by the Democrats. 
Congressmen Swanson, with ita story of the attempt to 
educate labor to vote for its own best interests instead of 
voting as the boss says, points up--sometimes narratively but 
too often expositorily--two of the issues which were central 
in the platforms of the Populist Party: the anti-monopoly 
bia::i of the farm.ers3 and of course the advocacy of cheap 
money. It also attempts to show the common interests of the 
farmer and the 1a borer, the two dichotomic groups whose dis-
agree!IJ3nts were finally to be central in the dissolution of 
the People 1 s Party. 
The Greenback party offered Presidential slates in 
1876, when it nominated Peter Cooper, and in 1880 and 1884. 
Thereafter it was unable to maintain the union of uroan and 
1 The G·r eenba ck party platform of 1878 aenounced "the 
l i miting of the legal-tender quality of greenbacks, the chang-
ing or currency-bonds into coin-bonds, the demonetisa tion of 
the silver dol l ar, the excepting of bonds from taxation, the 
contraction of the circulating medium, the proposed forced 
resumption of specie payroont, and the prodigal w~ste of public 
lands." (Harold Underwood Faulkner, American Political and 
Socia l .His tory [New York: Appleton-0entury-Crofts, Inc., 1937 J, 
p. 445.) 
2 John Hicks, op. cit., p. 132. 
3Post, op. cit., p. 336. 
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rural voters which the party had been based upon; and with the 
formation of labor parties and the Farmers' Alliance, it dis-
integra ted. 
Labori tea 
The laboring man before 1900 found it difficult to 
In<:1ke his voice heard politically. With the two major p:trties 
obviously in the hands of the employer class, the workers 
turned, as we have seen, to the Greenback Party and later to 
the Populist, Nationalist or Socialist parties.1 Very much 
like the farmers, the laborers in the seventies and eighties 
were not interested in the ove1•throw of capital ism but in a 
more equal distribution of the wealth and in the alleviation 
2 
of bact working conditions. The growth of labor organizations 
paralleled the growth of the cities. In 1880 there were 
twenty-eight thousand in the Knights of Labor, and in 1885, 
i'our times that number. More practical, less idealistic than 
the Knights, the America n Federation of Labor under Samuel 
Gompers was organized in 1881. The Socialist Labor party, 
formed in 1877, was more Marxian in its aims and methods but 
met with dissension in its ranks between those who believed 
1Thomas, o~. cit., p. 257. But see Cnester McArthur 
Destler, Americanadicalism 186 -1 01 (New London, Conn.: 
Connecticut olleg e, b 1 p. , where the point is nsde 
that as early as 1884 'both major parties recognized labor in 
their platforms, 11 the Republicans advocating an eight-hour 
day and the Democrats looking toward the incorporation of 
labor unions. 
2schlesinger, Politica l and ;:)6cial GroWth, p. 159. 
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in the use of peaceful propaganda and those who believea in 
the direct use of force against the capitalistic class. Be-
cause its membership came primarily from Gernan-~peaking immi-
grants, its effectivenes s as a political organ was limited. 
It was not until 1889, when Daniel De Leon assumed leadership, 
that its poli tica 1 poner began to wax. The opposition of 
public opinion toward labor groups was illustrated by the con-
victions resulting from the Haymarket riot in 1886. The meet-
ing which precipitated the riot Wl:l::l attended mostly by anar-
chists and, although most laboring men and their leaders were 
neither Socialists nor anarchists, most anarchists were labor-
ing men. Hence, tbe riot was identifiea with all of labor. 
It was an event Which shook the nation, but by the time the 
last condemned :rm n m d been hung, the convicted anarchists as 
well as the cause of labor had gained support from such men 
as William Dean Howells, Henry Demarest Lloyd and many other 
Americans of stature who resented the unfair trial and the 
control of capitalistic forces. 
Early attempts to educate and organize the working-
men are chronicled in the political novels by Keenan (The 
Money-Makers [1885]) and Post (Congressman Swanson [1891]). 
The time-span of both volur.es includes the panic of 1873, a 
period of great hardship for laboring men. Post devotes a 
considerable amount of space to describing how the men who 
roaned the country to find work or food were dealt with as 
tramps by being jailed and put at hard labor. Both books 
explain that the situation resulted in agitation for greenbacks. 
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For Keenan this is nothing but dema goguery; but Post portrays 
two of his central characters, leaders of the workingmen, as 
the drafters of a bill f or 11 a re-issue of the greenback l egal 
tenders to replace those already called in and destroyed, and 
for the remonitization of silver." 1 Both novels attempt to 
illustrate the complete control which the boss (manufacturer) 
had over his men economically and politically and to describe 
the first somewhat feeble eff orts to educate labor to use its 
power for its own benefit. 2 In Keenan's novel this is done 
by a journalist, Fred Carew, and in Post's book it is taken 
over by two of the working men themselve s . Wnen it comes to 
political alignments, Fred Carew of The Money-:Makers supports 
free trade and the Ultrocrats, whom we are apparently to 
interpret as the Democrats; the labor leaders John Nixon and 
Joseph Mason of Congressma n Swanson, however, do not trust 
.either party. The workingman has been deceived too often by 
one of the older parties who would promise: 
11 0h, we are with you, we agree with you. There is no 
need of a third party to carry out the reforms demanded. 
Our platform is the same as yours and you can secure all 
that the farmers and laboring men are asking for through 
the Democratic pa rty." 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
And the people were deceived, and voted with them, ana 
this party of false pretenses carried the state, secured 
the United ~tates Sen~tor, prevented the voters from 
uniting any considerable numbers in the new party and 
ended by delivering them, bound hand and foot, into the 
1Post, 
2 Ibid., 
of "agi tateana 
of Labor during 
Norman J. Ware, 
18~5 [New York: 
op. cit., p. 187. 
p. 141. Post's labor l eaders and their policy 
eaucate n ecno T. V. Powderly, head of the Knights 
the period covered by Congressman Swanson (see 
The Iabor Movement in the United States 1860-
D. Appleton and Co., 1929J, p. 90). 
1 power of their enemies. 
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Arnold Clark's Beneath the Dome (1894) is the inef-
fectual portrayal of the difficulties of a workingman (John 
White) and his sympathizers in trying to work against the 
political machine of wealthy, powerful Mr. Villars. It also 
attempts to illustrate the hardships caused by imprisoning as 
vagrants men who could find no work. 
Except for these works, and some fantastic anarchis-
tic novels, the laboring man bad to wait until the twentieth 
2 
century to see himself portrayed in the political novel. In 
fact, Joseph 1mson and John Nixon are the only working-men who 
figure importantly in the dramatis personae of these novels, 
and ~~son is represented as having once been a business part-
ner of the cruel factory owner, Hardiman. Mason and Nixon rise 
in the world so that at the end of the book they have their own 
factory, a denouement that presumably fulfills the ideal of 
1 Post, Congressman Swanson, pp. 231-2. 
2A Utopian novel, Henry L. Everett•s The People's 
Program (New York: Workmen's Publishing Co., 1892), is dedi-
cated toT. v. Powderly and Samuel Gompers. Although the 
author's purpose as expressed in the preface is to arouse 
laboring men to action, the laboring men themselves figure 
scarcely at all in realizing the utopia based on 11 the people's 
program, " a progra m which turns out to be very close to the 
People's Party platfo~ {see pp. 185-9). Even in such post-
1900 novels as I. K. ~riedmart's The Radical (1907) and Dwight 
'rilton's On Satan's Mount {1903) the life of the laboring man 
per se is apparently not considered good enough plot material. 
To be sure, Bruce McAllister in The Radical was known in his 
political life as the nbutcb.er boy," but he has come a long 
way since he delivered meat. Even though he remains devoted 
to the cause of the working man, he courts and marries a wealthy 
girl, so that the atmosphere is one of drawing rooms and fancy 
balls rather than working men•s hovels. There is more contact 
with the situation of the mistreated worker in On Satan's 
Mount, but a gain the a uthor must have his hero marr y the daugh-
ter of the hated boss, who is of course a millionaire. 
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the American working-man as well as that of every other full-
blooded and ambitious American of the day. John Hay in The 
Breadwinners had, many felt, maligned the working man with his 
1 
characterizations of labor leaders; Keenan, in an answer to 
Bay's novel, gave much space to the actions of groups of 
working-men, but acquainted his readers with no individuals. 
The proletarian novel was still in the future along with the 
political novel starring the laboring-man. 
The Single-Taxers 
Although there were single-taxers in the ranks of 
the Populists, they were there l argely because they bad no 
place else to go and because the Populists like themselves 
were a protest group. Of course, the Populists were against 
monopolies, and one his tor ian has said that ''If any date is 
to be picked for the start of a strong anti-monopoly movement 
in this country, it might be 1879, the date of the publication 
2 
of Henry George's Progress and Poverty." Henry George also 
shared with many in the West an aversion to the passing of 
the public domain into the hands of corporations and specula-
tors. 3 Like the farmers too he favored free trade, 4- and at 
least one of the more famous Populists--"Socklesst' Jerry 
1rn what was probably an attempt to present all sides, 
Post also gives us Peters, the greasy, dishonest labor leader 
who tries to collect money and credit for political action 
from both Hardiman and the labor leaders. 
2Faulkner, op. cit., p. 4.90. 
3Two novels which deal with the land boom and accom-
panying speculation and hence are of marginal interest in the 
study of the political novel are Edward Eggleston, The Iiltster} 
of Metropolisville (1873) and D. R. Locke, A Paper City 1878 • 
4Henry George, Pro§ress and Poverty (New York: John 
W. Lovell Co., 1883), pp. /ana 216, !or example. 
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Simpson--was a self-declared disciple. Hamlin Garland, for 
a time a Populist apologist, was also a single-tax proponent 
and tried persistently but in vain to convert his friend 
William Dean Howells. 
Yet George's sympathies did not lie in the main with 
the Populists, in s pite of the fact that he approved of certain 
of their aims. Al though the party made great gains in 1890, 
George considered them merely "ephemeral.'' 
To George the great events were that Tom Johnson, ~s com-
plete a free~trader as anyone, was elected to Congress, 
and William McKinley, whose name was attachid to the high 
tariff act of the s pring, had been retired. 
As far as most of the Populists were concerned, the 
feeling was mutual. Although they could never go all the 
way with socialism, they were definitely semi-collectivist, 
advocating government ownership of utilities, wher eas George 
wa s as much opposed to governmental control as to monopolistic 
2 
control. The socialists claimed that free competition bene-
fited only big business; hence they agitated for more govern-
mental control. George saw the ills of society as causea, not 
by free competition, but by the lack of it--by monopoly. He 
proposed to restore free competition and freedom of opportunity 
to every _man b~ the single tax .on land~3 Although most 
1charles Al bro Barker, Henry George (New York: 
University Press, 1955), p. 600. Oxford 
2 This 1 'idea of eff ecting social improvement by govern-
ment paternalism'" was what George also objected to in the 
Bellamy-inspired Nationalist moverent (ibid., p. 540). See 
also Henry George, on ~ cit., pp. ~18 an~l, for example. 
3George, op. cit., pp. 237 ff. 
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radicals of the day felt tbat the single-tax was not the 
answer, one c~n see the appeal that George's program would 
have for rr.any lestern a grarians who cherished the Jefferson-
ian idea 1 of indi vidua 1 liberty . 
This was almost certainly the attraction for a man 
like Hamlin Garland, who wrote one single-tax nove l , Jason 
Edwards, the story of a New Eng land lab orer who took his 
family to the promised land in the West after cuts in his 
wages a nd rises in his rent bad taken most of their money. 
Out 11 1 where they ain't no landloras Gtn 1 no rent 1 11 they find 
themselves ~fter three years on a heavily mortga ged farm at 
1 the mercy of a land-shark . One of Garland's short stories, 
"Under t he Lion's Paw," 2 als o shows Henry George's influence. 
Ti m Hask ins and his wife work hard on a run-down rented farm 
for three years only to have the owner raise the purchase 
price of the farm so that they have to pay again when they buy 
it for the improvements they have made. 
Aside from Jason Edwards and some of the Utopian novels 
which use ideas of Henry George,? the only fictional use of 
1 11 1 Judge here has charge of the affairs of a banking 
establishment that holds, I suppose, five hundrea mortga ge s 
in this country• li (Jason Edwaras [New York : D. Appleton and 
Co., 1897], p . 130). 
2 Main-Travelled Roads (New York: Harper ana Bros., 1891). 
3some examples: Henry Olerich, A G ityles~ and Country-
less World (1893); Sa ~uel Crocker, That Is l and (1892); Theodore 
Hertzka, Free l andL A Socia 1 Anticipa tion (1891); Costello N. 
Holford, Aristophia, 1-1. Romance History of the New World {1895); 
William Simpson, The Ivlan f rom Mars (1891). 
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the single-tax in the political novel is in Arnold Clark's 
Beneath the Dome (18~+ ), a sentimental volume about a clerk 
employed by a state g overnment--a young nBn who is g iven to 
lying "on the couch with his head in his mo ther's lap" while 
she hums 11 the old songs she had sung to him in years gone 
by. 11 1 Accord ing to the preface, Clark ub elieved that the 
land be longs to a 11 the people, a nd that our 1and s ystem is 
2 the root of our la b or troubles • 11 After some experience with 
corruption in state p olitics, Oliver Arkwright decides that 
the way to reform l ies not through l egislation but through the 
awakening of the people If to s ympa thy for the poor, to a 
g reater sensitiveness a nd devotion to human rights. 113 
Henry George did not inspire the writers of fiction 
to any great extent; nor was his single -tax theory popular 
with politicians and economists who followed him.l~ Yet he 
enjoyed a sizeable followin g for a time. In 1886 he ran for 
.mayor of New Yor k City with the ba eking of the United Labor 
·u • 'i t t n~ons ~ and wo years la er hiS sing le-tax theory found its 
1Beneath the Dome (Chica g o: The Schulte Publishing 
Go., l .S 94), P • 333. 
2 Ibid., p . 6 • • 3rbid., p . 3~0. 
4 Geor ge 's biog ra pher wr ites: ''The nearest American 
nationa l politics ta s ever come to George--and that not very 
close--was the demo cracy of Wood row 'Nilson •••• They each 
devoted a career to esta blishing a Jeffersonian ideology and 
policy for America, a nd for the -.:vor l d, of t h e i ndustrial a g e '' 
(Barker, op. cit., p . viii). 
5 Norrra n J. 
p olitica l campaign 
ducted by l abor in 
Ware (op . cit., p . 362) comments: nThe 
of 1886 was ·the most successful ever . con-
the united States." 
215 
1 
way into national politics by way of the United Labor Barty. 
Although Garland's enthusiasm is testimony to George's attrac-
tion for some Western farmers, his popularity in the West was 
never great. The farmers sym~ thized with his individualism, 
his Jeffersonian liberalism, and his denunciation of the land-
lord. But a tax on land alone did not appeal to the small 
landholder; nor, for that matter, to the man with a mortgaged 
farm. After all, he still hoped to own the farm clear some 
day. Still, the writings of Henry George were joined in the 
movement for reform and helped to establish the climate whi.ch 
made possible the rise of the People's Party. 
Utopian Socialists 
It would be difficult to select a year more propitious 
for the publication of a novel like Looking Backward than 1888. 
Inspired hirrself by the environment, Edward Bellamy wrote at 
a time when his novel could give most impetus to the forces 
of collectivism which were gathering with the discontent of 
the period. 
In the farm areas a combination of over-production, 
falling prices, rising freight ra tea and deflation of the cur-
rency was swelling the numbers who belonged to the Farmers' 
Alliance. The national convention of the Alliance in 1887 
called for government control of the railroads and even owner-
1For a complete discussion of the battle for control 
within the ULP between tne followers of George and the soci-
alists which ended in victory for the single-taxers see Howard 
H. Quint, The Forging of American Socialism (Columbia: Univer-
sity of South Carolina Press, 1953), pp. 43-48. 
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ship of one or two lines, although the farmers were tradition-
ally individualists and wanted to use such measures only to 
strengthen free enterprise and small business. 1 
The Knights of Labor, heretofore -the leading labor 
organization, was losing members from the right wbo were dis-
illusioned by the association of labor with the ·Hayne rket 
riot (1886) and members from the left who were disappointed 
by the firm stand of T. V. Powderley against the men who had 
been arrested. For the most part, the workingman had not 
made much progress toward his goals; strikes had not been 
effective and political action had proved both difficult and 
futile. 
In national politics, 1888 saw Cleveland defeated in 
his try for a second term by the electoral college vote--in 
popular votes he ran ahead of Harrison. Cleveland had made 
himself unpopular in many circles with his determination to 
espouse the cause of free trade. There were other factors, 
2 to be sure, which aided his defeat, but the fear of lower 
tariffs had swelled the campaign coffers of the Republicans. 
John Wanamaker, a Philadelphia business man, set out to get 
contributions for the campaign. 
'
1If you were confronted, ii he asked each of the indus-
" tria lists, with from one to .. three years of genera 1 depres-
s1on by a change in our revenue and protective methods • 
• • what would you pay to _ be insured for a better year?" 
1 Destler, op. cit., p. 227. 
2see Morison and Comna ger, op~ cit., P• 321. 
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Funds rolled in to an Cimount variously estimated at from 
over $200,000 to $.1,350~000. Though most of the money 
was doubtless devoted to legitimate campaign uses, the 
corruption of voters in Indiana, Connecticut, West Vir-
ginia and certain other close states was so bold an<l 
undisguised as to make the camp~ign of 1888 probably the 
most venal in American .history. 
Now, at the end of the eighties, the literature of 
collectivism was beginning to show its influence upon the phil-
osophy of the nation. Besides Henry Demarest Lloyd's article 
2 in the Atlantic against Standard Oil, there was Laurence 
Gronlund's The Cooperative Commonwealth, which was brought 
out in 1884 and which purported to be "an exposition of German 
socialism, which is at present the Socialism the world 
over •• Gronlund explained further that he should be 
classed as a collectivist rather than either "a Communist in 
the Anglo-~axon sense" or an anarchist.4 His strong denuncia-
tion of th~ individualism of Herbert Spencer5 echoes the ob-
servation of Lester Ward in 1881 "that laissez faire and Her-
bert Spencer's individualistic sociology were behind the 
times in a world moving toward government . intervention in 
1 Schlesinger, Rise of the City, p. 405. Before the 
next Presidential election the Australian ballot was adopted 
in most states. 
2 
"Story of a Great Monopoly," The Atlantic Monthly, 
XLVII (March, 1881), 317-334. 
;Gronlund, The Coo~ ra ti ve Commonwea 1 th (New York: 
John w. Lovell Co., 1887}, p. 8. 
4 Ibid., p. 9• 
5Ib id. , p. 262. 
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social affairs. n+ . At a time when many men were working hard 
to eliminate the spoils system by Civil Service rerorm, when 
many labor l eaders were demanding an eight-nour day, Gronlund 
declared: "The distinguishing trait of Socialists is that 
they boldly aim at a revolution and care not a jot about 
reforms. " 2 
Into this climate, having himself been nourished by 
it, Edward Bellamy introduced Looking .Backward.3 Utopian 
communities bad previous l y tried practicing communism in 
several areas in the United ~tates.4 But whereas these exper-
iments were based on social and religious ideals, Bellamy's 
emphasis was priimrily economic. He realized that, although 
political equality had been achieved theoretically, economic 
equality had not. He wrote: 
The industrial system of a nation, like its political sys-
tem, should be a government of the people, by the people, 
for the people. Until economic equality shall give a 5 basis to _l)Olitical equality, the latter is but a sham. 
1 Robert Falk, " The Rise of Realism, 1871-1891, n Transi-
tions in American Literary His tor~, ed. by Harry Hayden Clark 
(Durham, N. C.: Duke University ress, 1953), p • . 416. 
2 . 
Gronlund, op. cit., p. 263. 
3Bellamy began work on Lookin§ Backward in the fall or 
winter of 1886; it was sent to the pu lishers in SeQtember, 
1887 and appeared in published form in January, 1888 {Arthur 
E. Morgan, Edward Bellamy [New York: Columbia Uni varsity 
Press, 1944], p. 230). 
4For account~ of the various socialist Utopias estab-
lished in the United States see V. F. Calverton, Where Angels 
Dared to Tread. (New York: The Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1941) • . 
5Quoted from. the ma~theaa of The New __ Nation, ed.itea by 
Bellamy, in Charles A. Maaison, Critics and Crusaders (New York: 
Henry Holt and Co., 1947), p. i4 • .  
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In its economic emphasis and in its recognition of a class 
struggle before Utopia can be realized, Looking Backward 
resembles The Cooperative Commonwealth, with which Bellamy 
was undoubtedly familiar. But unlike Gronlund and some of 
the other socialists of the day, Bellamy inclined to F'abian-
1 ism and was willing to work with another party, the Popu-
lists, for minor gains. 
Bellamy believed that all men are essentially good, 
that it is the possession of wealth and the econoTiic system 
2 
itself which are sources of evil. He felt that if people 
were only informed and educated they would repudiate private 
capitalism by means of the ballot. 3 
Looking Backward and its sea ue l Equality (1897) are 
primarily devoted to the economics of the new order. Politics 
is a minor aspect because, for one thing, the government has 
little to do except to operate the industrial army, in which 
all citizens must serve for a designated period and of which 
the President is the head. The President is elected, not by 
the people he commands, but by "all the men of the nation who 
are not connected with the industria 1 army. n4 This system 
has struck some critics as being more militaristic than democratic. 
1However, in his introduction to the American edition 
of Fabian Essays (189L~), he states that he favored not only 
government ownership of the productive mechanism, like the 
Fabians, but also equal distribution of the product (Elizabeth 
Sadler, '' One Books's Influence," The New England Quarterlz., XVII 
(1944), 539· 
1929), 
2Looking Backward 
pp. 59-60. 
3 Ibid., pp. 57-8. 
(Boston: Houghton Miffl in Co., 
4Ibid., p. 191. 
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State governments, having become completely superfluous, have 
disappeared, but how, asks Julian West, do you get any legis-
lation passed if you have no state legislatures and Congress 
meets only once in five years. 
11 We have no legislation," replied Dr. Leete, 11 th.at is, 
next to none. It is rarely that Congress, even when it 
meets, considers any new laws of consequence, and then it 
only has power to commend them to the following Congress, 
lest anything be done hastily. If you will consider a 
moment , Mr. West, you w111 see that we have nothing to 
make laws about • • • • H 
In fact, politics as Julian West knew it h8's practically dis-
appeared. nwe have no parties or politicians, and as for 
demagoguery and corruption, they are words having only an his-
torical significance, 11 Dr. Leete explains.3 Dr. Leete denies 
that people are any better; the fact is that the system offers 
no temptation to the person who would be dishonest. 
After writing Looking Backward, Bellamy became actively 
engaged as leader of the new group called "Nationalists , tl af'ter 
the "national party" which, according to Dr. Leete, arose to 
carry out the reforms which resulted in the perfect society of 
2000 A. D.4 Bellamy lectured , wrote articles, and from 1891 
to 1893 edited a weekly called the New Nation. After writing 
Equality , he died, in 1898, at the age of' forty-eight. 
The influence, both literary and political, of Looking 
Backward was phenomenal. A million copies were sold in a few 
years and Nationalist clubs (150 of them by 1890) flourished 
lIb id • , p • 191 • 
3Ibid., p. 6o. 
2 .. Ibid., 
4rbid., 
P• 208. 
P • 253· 
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throughout the country--primarily, howeyer, west of the Miss-
1 issippi. Although there was an attempt to form a national 
organization, the Nationalists got no further than to present 
a complete state ticket in Rhcx:le Island and partial tickets 
in a few other states. Because Nationalism drew its member-
ship from the same areas in which Populism flourished, it was 
hardly possible for both groups to elect candidates. In gen-
eral the Nationalists supported the Populists, although Bel-
lamy was careful to point out that there were differences in 
the beliefs of the two movements. 2 After a close alliance 
of the two groups in 1891, the Nationalistg united with the 
Populists in the election of 1892 and exerted a marked influ-
ence on the People's Party platform drawn up at the Omaha con-
vention. 
The literary influence of Looking BackWard was equally 
remarkable. Before 1880 only five Utopias had been published 
in the United States. Between 1889 and 1900 forty-six were 
written.3 Although it is safe to say that almost all, if not 
all of these writers were inspired to use the Utopian form:. 
by the popularity which Bellamy's book enjoyed, they were 
divided in political point of view. Some of the Utopias were 
1Madison, op. cit., p. 146. 
2
sadler, loc. cit., P• 537• 
3ll,llyn B. Forbes, "The Literary Quest for Utopia: 1880-
1900," Social Forces, VI (December, 1927), 179-189._ See .also 
Vernon Louis Farrington, Jr., American Dreams: A Btugy of 
American Utopias, a doctora l dissertation of I;>rown _Oniversity 
(1947) for detailed information about most of these. novels. 
222 
1 
written expressly to support Bellamy; others to disagree 
with him. 2 Still others took advanta ge of the popularity of 
the Utopian frame work to devise their own idea 1 governments. 3 
One of the most famous books to show the influence of 
Looking Backward was William Dean Howells's A Traveler from 
Altruria (1894). This volume and its sequel, Through the .diye 
of the Needle (1907) are ver,y close to the socialistic phil-
osophy in Bellamy's works. Both men based their socialist 
systems on the belief that men are inherently good, that it 
is the economic system which they are forced to live under 
that buries the good of men under an incrustation of self-
seeking materialism. They both felt that political equality 
is meaningless without economic equality.4 Howells, like 
Bellamy, would eliminate money altogether, because, as Mr. 
Homos says: 
We had always beard it said that the love of money was 
the root of all evil, but we had taken this for a saying 
1Among these were: Mrs. C. H. Stone, One of ~err ian's ti 
Novels (1890); Solomon Schindler, Young West (18~); .Thomas 
Lake Harris, . The New Republic (1891); and Albert Chavannes, 
The Future Commonweal€&, (1892), and Brighter Climes (1895) 
2 For example: Richard Michaelis, Looking Further For-
ward (1890); Conrad Wilbrandt, Mr. East's Experiences In Mr. 
Bellamy's World (1891); Arthur D. Vinton, Lookinf Purther . . 
Backward (1890); and J. W. Roberts, Looking With n {1893>. 
3see Alexander Craig, Ionia, · Land of \Vise Men and . Fair 
Women (1898); Alvarado Fuller, A. D. 2000 {1890); Bradford 
Peck, The World a Department Sto:ra ~ (l900); Joaquin Miller, The 
Building of the City Beautiful ( 1893); Cba rles W. Caryl, New 
Era (n. d.). ---
4nowells, A Traveler from Altruria (New York: Harper 
and Bros., 1908), P• 4d. 
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me r ely; now we realized it as an active, vital truth. 
Finally, they both felt t hat a socialist Utopia could and 
2 
should be voted in by the people. To Howells's banker, it 
seems that the laboringmen are going at reform the wrong way. 
They are in the majority, the immense rrajority, if you 
count the farmers, and they prefer to behave as if they 
were the hopeless minority. They say they want an eight-
hour law, and every now and then they strike and try to 
fight it. Why don't they vote it? They could~ it 
the law in six months by such overwhel~ing numbers that 
no one would dare to evade or defy it.' 
There is an inescapable politica l naivete in Howells that is 
disconcerting; for, mile he professed at times to believe 
that the workingman could change h i s position overnight at 
the ballot-box, he wa s also aware of the fact that, 
Poll tical liberty, politica l equality ••• valuable as 
they are in themselves, may be reduced to mere shells in 
the absence of economic liberty and economic equality. 
The hireling , though guaranteed the right of suffrage by 
t h e constitution itse l f, cannot manfully use that ri ght 
if his employ~r can take a way his means of live-lihood 
for doing so.4 
1 
But Howells does not explain how this i mpasse is to be resolved: 
if the economic power of the e mployer controls the vote of the 
employee, how is he to vote reforms for himself? When it came 
1Ibid., p . 208. See also Eveleth Strange's indictment 
of money ~n actua l curse in Through the Eye of the Needle 
(New York: Harper and Bros., 1$107), p . 93. , 
2 . 
Bellamy, Equality (New York: D. Appleton and Co., 
1913), P• 15. 
3Howells, A 1'ra vele r fro m Al truria, p . 154; s ee also 
Howells., "A re We a Plutocracy? " The North American Review, 
CLVIII \February 1894) , p. 196. _ · .. ·- . . - , 
4Taylor, The Economic Novel in -America (Chapel Hi.ll: 
The University of North Carolina Press, 1942), p. 249. _ . 
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to practical reforms, moreover Howells could be astonishingly 
myopic. He could, for example berate the "poor American 11 for 
submitting to a plutocracy which, he said, could very easily 
be changed. 
If the poor American does not like it, or if he does not 
prefer a plutocracy to a democracy, he has the affair in 
his own hands, for he has an overwhelming majority of the 
votes. At the end, as in the beginning, it is he who is 
responsible, and if he thinks himself unfairly used, it 
is quite easy for him to see that he is used fairly; for, 
slowly or swiftly, it is he who ul tirra tel y makes and un-
makes the laws, by politica l methods Jhich, if still some-
what clumsy, he can promptly improve. 
But when the people tried to improve the political methods by 
such neasures as electing their Sel'l!ltors themselves, Howells 
did not approve. He then spoke of ''maintaining safeguards 
against impulsive movements" and keeping our "machine with its 
original cheeks and balances."2 
Howells's Altruria differs from Bellamy's Utopia in 
its deemphasis of the machine and in its agrarian orientation. 
Mr. Homos explains: 
If it can be said that one occupation is honored above 
another with us, it is that which we all share, and that 
is the cultivation of the earth. We believe that this, 
when not followed slavishly, or for gain, brings man into 
the closest re19.tions to the Deity, through a grateful 
sense of the divine bounty, and that it not only awa kens 
a natural piety in him, but that it endears to the worker 
that piece of soil which he tills, and so strengthens his 
love of home.3 
Although Bellamy did not share this reverence for the soil, 
1 Howells, "Are We a Plutocracy?11 op.clt., p. 196. 
2Howe lls, 11 Ea1 tor 1 s Study, tr Harper 1 s iVIa. §-,'8. .Zine, LXXX 
(May 1893)' 968. 
3Howells, A Traveler from Altruria, p. 195· 
he was, on the other hand, more willing to offer personal 
poll tica 1 assistance to the farmers; in Equality he gives 
~ . " them credit for being in the van of the economic revolu-
225 
1 tion. Finding himself nearer to Bellamy than to Henry George 
(whose single-tax scheme he felt did not go far enough), 
Howells did not, however, formally ally himself with a Nation-
alist organization. Too close to the genteel tradition himself 
to descend into the political arena, he nevertheless was able 
to sympathize with those in the West who were revolting 
2 
against the inequalities engendered by the capitalist system. 
A few books appeared in the wake of Looking Backward 
which could not go all the way with Bellamy's socialistic 
ideas but which nevertheless reflect the influence of the 
rising popularity of Nationalism. One of these, :Frederick 
Upham Adams 1 s President John Smith (1896), is a partial 
Utopia which predicts the election of a Nationalist, John 
Smith, to the Presidency. Instead of socialism, free competi-
tion reigns--the government competing with business. Although 
the book precedes Equa l ity, it advocates similarly the direct 
vote of the people on matters before Congress and the 
election of all officials and Gongressmen from the Presi-
dent on down.3 In fact the book is really an impassioned 
1 Bellamy, Equalit~, p. 337· 
2 Howells, A Traveler From Altruria, pp. 97-8. 
3Adams, President John Smith (Ch.i. cago: liharles H. Kerr 
and Co. [1896]), p. 241· Bellamy, Equality, p. 274. 
226 
exhortation to work for majority rule as the palliative for 
all 1 the country's ills. 
Like President John Smith, A Mcd.ern Despotism (1894) 
by Marcus Petersen starts with an account of poll tical his-
tory in the United States and concludes with the author's 
prediction of the f'uture. Petersen's book is the story of 
the corruption resulting from machine control in Michigan 
state politics in 1892 ~nd the following two years. He allies 
himself openly on the side of Bellamy by calling on all men 
to 
• • • recognize the truth, so forcibly stated by Edward 
Bellamy, that "however high, however rich, however wise 
you are, the only way in which you can surely safeguard 
your child from hunger, cold and wretchednes8, and a 11 
the degradations and indignities that poverty implies, 
is by a pl~n that will equally safeguard all men's 
children." -
Yet the reforms that Petersen advocates are clearly somewhere 
to the right of socialism. He is less interes ted in economic 
improvements than in such moderate panaceas ~s Civil Service 
reform, 3 elimination of the bosses, 4 and popular election of 
Senators. 5 His advocacy of government ownership of railroads, 
communications and coal mines6 is the extent of his socialistic 
ideas. 
1Adams, op. cit., p. 290. 
Charles 
2 . 
Petersen, A Mode~n Despotism (Buffalo, New York: 
Wells Moulton, 1894), p. 223. 
3 . 6 4 4 Ibid., PP• 3- • ~., P• 309. 
73· 6 9 Ib 1 d • , p • 30 • 
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Whitson's Walter Graham, Statesman, after chronicling 
the rise of a young politician through the ranks of Free 
Sollers and Abolitionists bestows a cautious nod in the 
direction of socialism. Walter is another in the series of 
men who progress from poverty to Congress. he is honest, 
and he stays honest--he is a 11 Statesman. " But because he is 
not a politician, willing to make moral compromises, he is 
never nominated for President, though his name is mentioned. 
Another reason for his not reaching the top politically is 
that he is too far left. As proof of his radicalism the 
author cites some of the books he has read: Progress and 
Poverty and Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations. Moreover, the 
North American Review is his favorite magazine. According 
to one of his politica 1 contemporaries 11 he 's too full of 
these visionary theories." 1 He bas even read Looking Backward 
and has gone so far as to introduce Bellamy to an · audience. 
Though he is not yet ready to proclaim as a publ ic prin-
ciple that the government shoul d operate the railroads 
and telegraphs, the public perceive .that his face is 
turned in that direction. In short, you may see him go 
down to his grave without becoming Pres2dent, simply 
because the National party is not ripe. 
Aside from these novels and the Utopias, the socialist 
n ove l had not yet emerged. Socialism in the United States 
began in earnest only with the rise of the Socialist Labor 
Party under the leadership of Daniel De Leon during the 
Pa.: 
1Thomas Whitson,WBlter Graham, Statesman (Lancaster, 
Fulton Publishing Co., 1891), p. 599. 
2 Ibid., pp. 601-2. 
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nineties. Although Bellamy and the Natiom lists advocated 
complete socialism, they did not wish to be identified with 
the Marxian so cia lists, and indeed there were d if.ferences; 
both groups worked for state socialism, but in their means 
of attaining this goal they differed. An article in the 
Nationalist in 1889 took pains to point out these d l f.ferences. 
It was asserted that unlike the Marxists, the Nationalists 
urged non-violence and rrade an attempt to soft-pedal class-
conflict; it further stated that the Nationalists emphasized 
reform in the United States rather than in the world and, 
finally, were willing to work for minor reforms such as public 
ownership of utilities (the Fabian 1nf luence). 1 The Nation-
alists, refusing to accept the necessity for class struggle 
as the precursor to reform, substituted education. With their 
optimistic belief in the mtura l gooiness of man, they were 
certain that if rich and poor alike were shown by word and by 
example (such as socialistic colonies) the superiorities of 
the socialistic sys tern, capital ism would have no more supporters. 
Inclining toward the Nationa l ists rather than the 
Marxists, these m1ddle-left novels, then, decry the control o.f 
big business over politics, point out gross economic inequalities 
and sympathize with the laboring man; but they deplore the 
use of violence or even of strikes. 2 A harbinger of proletarian 
1Quint, op. cit., p. 87. 
2Petersen, op . cit., pp. 266-272; Whitson, op. cit., 
p. 560. Even in some post-1900 labor novels the anti-violence 
doctrine was advocated. Philip Craig in On Satan's Mount (1903) 
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novels to come and a n ovel more clearly influenced by Marxian 
socialism is F. A. Adams's weird novel, The Transgressors 
(1900), the theme of which is socialism by revolution. A 
secret committee of forty is organized, each member of which 
is to murder a selected capitalist and then commit suicide, 
in order to facilitate the return of the government to the 
p eory le under the Presidency of Harvey Trueman, candidate of 
the Independence party. Nevins, the leader who plans the 
cam?aign of Trueman, who governs the Connnittee of Forty, and 
who in fact selected Trueme.n for the nomination , chose him 
bec 8use Trueman is opposed to violence a.nd would, once elected, 
p revent 11 a reign of anarchy."1 The establishment of the new 
order 
•.. must be d one by an intrepid few. It cannot be 
entrusted to visionary men, to fanatics, to men who 
detest government of any form or to men who are willing 
to suffer present ills rather than face temporary 
constantly cautions the laborers whom he leads to avoid vio-
lence. I. K. Friedman's The Radical (1907), echoing Gron-
lund, calls for the establishment of "the cooperative common-
wealth" and bids democracy "to work a complete change in the 
structure erected by the labor of its hands and the sweat of 
its brow" (p. 338). With the faith of a Marxian determinist, 
he awaits the downfall of plutocracy: 11 ••• competition 
must yield to cooperation, even as feudalism and serfdom had 
given way to a new civilization which now, in its turn, was 
drop rying behind in the march of progress, in the euic movement 
of the peoules in the pathway of the suns. It was all written 
in the unsealed books of evolution, a nd plutocracy was uower-
less to stem the tide .... 11 (n. 362) The line d(3scends 
through Jack London's Martin Eden (1909) a nd The Iron Heel 
(1907) to the p roletarian novels of the thirties, of which 
one of the most explicit in the promulga tion of the class-
struggle theory is John Dos Passos' The 42nd Parallel. 
1Francis A. Adams, The Transgressors (Philadelphia: 
Indeuendence Publishing Co., 1900), p . 145. 
1 discomfiture. 
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None of these categories, we are to be l ieve, fits the member-
ship of the Committee of Forty. The book is Utopian in nature, 
with its depiction of the "abolition of a 11 forms of private 
2 
monopoly" brought about both by force and by the bs l lot. 
The triumphant candidate is not, however, a thoroughgoing 
socialist, for he advocates only " the government control of 
all a venues of transporatation and communication, and • • • 
the strict regulation of all industries that affect the common 
necessities of life. " 3 We are, it finally appears, to consider 
him a mcxi era te. 4 
The Anarchists 
The element of force as re presented in The Transgres-
sors was not a part of the political plans of those, Socialists 
or others, who made up the People's Party.5 There were, in 
this country in the nineties a small group of anarchists who 
advocated force if necessary to overthrow tbe capitalistic 
1Ibid., PP• 153-4. 2Ibid., P• 177. 
3 . 1 Ibid., P• l.t-5• 
4 Ibid., pp. 323-333· The author's a ttitude toward the 
use of forceis not clear. He is sympathetic tcmards the leader 
of the plan of violence but advocates a President who did not 
participa te in or condone such a plan. That force is sometimes 
necessary to bring about a just order, would seem to be his 
point of view. 
5However, for examples of the violence used by the 
farmers when they were desperate, s~e Elizabeth Higgins, Out 
of the West (New York: Harper and bros., 1 ~02), . pp. 121 and 
134. 
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1 
system and rid the people of any governmental control. How-
ever, as one of the characters in one of the few novels to 
deal with anarchy remarks, " There are anarchists and anarchists."2 
Some preached non-violence. Yet so great is the tendency to 
exaggeration and mass hysteria that a large share of the 
people in the United States felt that there were great num-
bers of people (mostly recent immigrants) who were ready at 
a moment's notice to blow up the country with dynamite, despite 
the ract that there were never more than five or six thousand 
anarchists at the height of the movement. 3 Nor were people 
always careful to distinguish between ideologies. Anarchism 
could be equated with socialism, Populists were socialists, 
and so it followed that there were some who saw the Populists 
as dangerous revolutionaries.4 This was the same shrill 
1one anarchist group the Revolutionary Socialist Par-
ty, at a convention in 1883 ?! advocated the destruction of the v 
existing class rule by ·'energetic, relentless, revolutionary 
and inte rnational action, the establ ishment of a free society 
based on cooperative organization of production; free exchange 
of equivalent products by and between the productive organiza-
tions without commerce and profit-mongery; the organization 
of education on a secular, scientific and equal basis for 
both sexes; equal rights for all without distinction of sex or 
race, and the regulation of public affairs by free contracts 
between the autonomous communes and associations resting on a 
federi:ilistic basis' 11 (Ware, op. cit., p. 308). 
2H. B. Sallsbury, The Birth of Freedom: A Socialist 
Novel (New York: Humboldt . Publishing Co., 1894), p. 5l), p. 
51. This novel was first published in the Nationalist Magazine 
in 1890, then in book form as Miss Worden's Hero, and in 1894 
in bool{ form again under its origina 1 title. 
?Schl esinger, Politica l and Bocial Growth, pp. 160-1. 
4In Looking Backward, Dr. Leete comments: 11 ••• the 
subsidizing of those fellows was one of the shrewdest moves of 
the opponents of reform, n and 11 ••• no his tori cal authority 
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irrationalism of Richard Henry Sa vage who wrote in his pre-
face to The Anarchist (1894): 
The octopus feelers of an insane revolt against all law 
which guards Private Right are stealing to-day through 
every avenue of human life. Organized cosmopolitan reppes-
sion will be the stern answer ~f the civilized world to 
the dark creed of Destruction. 
But Savage is not unwilling to use for his own ends the force 
he so denounces as the instrument of others. With its strong 
2 racial prejudices The Anarchist has only three measures to 
recommend to the reader: a revision of the naturalization 
laws, establishment of a proper passport system, and laws to . 
regulate the "sale and handling of high explosives."3 
As close as any novel to an apology for anarchism 
is H. B. Salisbury's The Birth of Freedom (1890).4 Salisbury 
now.edays doubts that they were paid by the great monopolies to 
wave the rea flag and talk about burning, sacking, and blowing 
people up, in order, by ~ larming the timid, to head off any 
real reforms • 11 Julian West, however, dismisses this tneory 
as ttwholly erroneous,'' though he concedes that it would ap-
pear plausible to anyone in the year 2000 (Bellamy, Looking 
Backward, p • 2 52) • 
1 Savage, The Anarchist (Chicago: F. Tennyson Neely, 
1894), p. 4. 
2 rn the words of one of the sympathetic characters, 
a young English diplomat: 11R.narchy will be stayed by the 
solid walls of the Anglo-Germanic element of the worLd. The 
Emperor VVi lliam favors a genera 1 anglo-Germaine union. Con-
spiracy and anarchistic madness is ei tber Latin or Sla vicn 
(ibid., p -~ 398). 
3 . 
Ibid., P• 385. 
4See also John Henry M1ckay, The Anarchists (Boston: 
Benj~min R. Tucker, 1891), which is a strident defense of 
anarch ism set prirraril-y in London. A review of the Haymarket 
riot in the United States and the subsequent trial points up 
the injustices connected with it. Communists are denounced as 
nfanatics •.• sick, confused, afflicted with moral spooks--" 
The policy of revolution by force is upheld (p. 213). 
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describes a meeting of anarchists in which some ~ dvoca te i mme-
diate overthrow of government but the l eaders advise caution 
(" the rran of you that attempts violence now deserves the death 
. 1 he will surely meet 11 ). Class w~ rfare ensues, but it is begun 
by the Plutocrats, who win the war. They do not win the pe~ce, 
however. 
In the greeuy race f or wealth they tra mpleu down so many 
that formerly stood with them, and reduced their numbers 
so effectua l ly by the proce::>s of ubig fish eating little 
ones, n that they became frightened at their own weakness, 
and thousands of them accepted the new order as inevit-
able. The people finally rose en masse, and all who were 
willing to recognize the new system became equal with all 
other citizens, while those who refused were banished the 
country, and have scattered2through the wild and uncivil-ized portions of the globe. 
Salisbury, too, has a dream of Utopia. As in Looking 
Backward, a 11 the people sbare equally in the products of the 
cooperative industry. But the government consists solely of 
the trustees appointed by the people to handle the surplus 
wealth which accumulates and is handed down from one generation 
to another.3 This could indeed be the Utopia of Utopias, f or 
in it 11 nationalists, socialists, and anarchists have been able 
to reconcile d i ffering views. "4 
In the pol i tical novel as in political history, social-
ism, except for the Bellamy brand, was not respectably "Ameri-
can" until after 1900--after the formation of the Socialist 
1sa l isbury, ou . cit., p. 63. 
2
rbid., p. 132. 3rbid ., p . 123. 
4rbid. 
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party--and even then it was somewhat suspect. Nationalism 
itself flourished fo~ only two or three short years, and, by 
1892, in order to perpetuate its ideas, was forced to work 
through the People's Party. Socialists in the nineties had 
really no satisfactory party through which to express their 
ideas. By 1894, as we shall see, the socialist wing of the 
People's Party was losing ground to the currency reformers; 
yet the Socialist Labor party was not acceptable to many of 
the socialistically inclined either--first, because of its 
doctrinaire philosophy; secondly, because of the strict dis-
cipline imposed upon party members by its leader Daniel De 
Leon; and finally, because of the foreign-oorn composition of 
its membership. 
Since the proletariat--outside of its socialistic 
leadership, which was engaged largely in pamphleteering--was 
relatively inarticulate, it is not unnatural that socialism 
in the American novel should, during this period of the nine-
ties, be characterized by the ethical idealism of the great 
middle class, rather than by the reverberations of the class 
struggle. This emphasis on the ethical rather than the econ-
omic side of socialism is found even more specifics lly in 
another group of novels--those which advocate Christian Socialism. 
The Christian Socialists 
It is not surprising that a formal organization of 
Christian Socialists should follow shortly after the publica-
tion of Looking Backward and the formation of Nationalist 
clubs. Bellamy .himself came of a religious home, and both 
Looking Backward and Equality are infused with the concept 
of man's res ponsibility toward his fellow man. Dr. Leete, 
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in fact, .gives encouragement to the Christian Socialist move-
ment when he describes to Julian West "the Great Revival"--
"a t i de of enthusiasm for the so cial, not the personal, sal-
vation, and for the establishment in brotherly love of the 
kingdom of God on earth which Christ bade men hope and work 
for. • . . 
The first ~ociety of Christian Socialists was formed 
in Boston in 1889 with a member s hip composed of clergymen, 
most of whom were members of the Nationalist Club of Boston.2 
As the leader of the group, W. D. P. Bliss, a clergyman who 
had joined the Knights of Labor in 1886 and the Nationalists 
1Bellamy, Equality, p. 340. See also Looking Backward 
(p. 134) where Dr. Leete says: nif I were to give you, in one 
sentence a key to what may seem the mysteries of our civiliza-
tion as compared with that of your a ge, I should say that it 
is the fact that the solidarity of the race and the brother-
hood of man, which to you were but fine phrases are, to our 
thinking and feeling , ties as real and vital as physical frater-
nity." 
2 A Declaration of Principles drawn up in April, 1889, 
set forth their objectives as follows: ul. To show that the 
aim of Socialism is embraced in the aim of Christianity. 2. To 
awaken members of Christian churches to the fact that the 
teachings of Jesus Ghrist lead directly to some specific form 
or forms of Socialism; that, theref ore, the church has a def-
inite duty upon this matter, and must, in simple obedience to 
Christ, apply itself to the realization of the social princi-
ples of Christianity'' (quoted from The Dawn., II [May, 1890] in 
James Dombrows ki, The Early Days of .Christian Socialism in 
America [New York: Columbia _University Press, 1936], p. 100). 
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in 188~l envisioned the following program for Christian Soci-
a lists: 
1. Personal living: the Christian Socialist was to live 
simply, giving up time, money, and position if necessary 
for his convictions. 2.. Social work: he was to educate, 
agitate, and organize; to distribute literature and speak 
whenever the opportunity arose; to promote labor organiza-
tions and to join a radical political party. 3· Work for 
reform legislation: by promoting such measures as the 
Australian ballot, single-tax measures, free technical 
education, free meals for school2children, public owner-
ship of utilities, and so forth. 
A second formal organization of Christian Socialists, which 
designated itself the Brotherhood of the Co-operative Common-
wealth, included in its membership Henry Demarest Lloyd and 
Eugene V. Debs. This group aimed to propagate socialism, to 
establish socialist colonies, to organize cooperative indus-
tries, and to engage in direct political action.3 
The spirit of these organizations found expression in 
the novel. The optimism which pervaded " the Great Revival" 
is pointedly illustrated if one compares From Heaven to New 
Yorl{ by Isaac George Reed, J·r., which was published in 1876 
with Murvale Eastman, Christian Socialist, written by Albion 
W. Tourgee in 1890. In the early book the author is at some 
pains to illustrate his point that the man who tries to put 
his Christianity to practical use in this world is doomed to 
1 Bliss, however, as a Christian Socialist, had some 
objections to the aims and methods of the Nationalists; for 
example, he disagreed with Bellamy's tendency toward military 
organization and with hls plan of equal wages for all (Quint, 
op. cit • , p. 114) • 
2 
· ·...,.;h,.. ki i . DO.u..Q.IIr ows , op • c t • , pp. 103-4. 
3 Ibid. , p. 75. 
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frustration and disappointment and must be content to get his 
rewards in heaven. On the other hand, Murvale Eastman believes 
that the words of the Lord's Prayer ("Thy kingdom come on 
earth'' ) are to be taken literally and that the first step is 
to live by the Golden Rule. The League of Christian Social-
is ts, of which Murva le is the president, will promote its 
objectives in the fol l owing ways: 
(1) By endeavoring to shape and direct public sentiment; 
(2) By seeking to obtain desirable legislation; (3) By 
securing the enfolcement of just laws and the modifica-
tion of bad ones. · 
Although political action is envisaged, concrete accomplish-
ments in the volume are limited primarily to a plan for profit-
2 
sharing on the part of employees. 
Although he is primarily concerned with inward regen-
eration, Tourgee does make some recommendations for governmental 
reforms. However, another novel, Dr. IIA:arks, '=iocialist (1897) by 
Marion Couthouy Smith, makes on l y vague references to the 
ti changed condi tiona of society and of government'' 3 which can be 
effected by practical Christianity. The most popular book of 
this kind, Charles M. Sheldon's In His Steps (1897), advo-
1Tourgee, Murvale Eastman (New York: Fords, Howard, 
and Hulbert, 1890), p. 319. 
2 Ibid., pp. 536-8. 
3smith, Dr. Marks, Socialist (Cincinnati: The Editor 
Publishing Co., 1897}, pp. 48-9. 
238 
cates reform of the most personal kind. All that is necessary 
to rid the world of its evils is for each individual to reform 
himself, and reform of the political system as well as other 
changes will be assured. 1 
Christian Socialism burgeoned in the nineteenth cen-
tury with its Utopia n idealism and humanitarianism; but its 
popularity decreased when the twentieth century arrived with 
its skep ticism, determinism and pessimism. But Thomas Nelson 
Page was really a nineteenth century idealist who turned from 
idealizations of the Civil War to dreams of a better world to 
come. In the Christian Socialist tradition is his novel, 
John Marvel, Assistant (1909). Shying away from the word. 
n socialism" (' ' tba t is a name which son:e prefer and some de-
2 test" ), he finds tt co-operation 11 a more comf ortab le appellation. 
Its picture of turn-of- ·the-century Chicago with its struggling 
immigrants, its hovels and boarding-houses is the same Chicago 
of which Theodore Dreiser and Upton Sinclair wrote. 
Between the aims of the Society of Christian bocia lis ta 
and the American clergy as a whole, these novels stand about 
mid-w!:iy in point of view. Many of those who, l ike W. D. P. 
Bliss, preached political action and actually defended strikers 
were soon out looking for new congregations. And, it must 
be emphasized, most of the novels dea l ing with Christian 
1Bheldon; In His S teps (Chica go: The John c. Winston 
Co., 1937), p. 256 and passim. This is, of course, the appli-
cation of the Golden Rule. 
2Pa ge, John Marvel (New York: C. Scribner's Sons, 
1909)' p. 534-
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Socialism had little to say about practical politics. 
Yet, if organized Christianity did not embrace poli-
tics, it could be said that politics was embracing Christianity. 
For the People's party had a hard core of ethically-motivated 
souls who were the descendants of the Free-soilers, the Aboli-
tionists, and, incidentally, sons of parsons themselves.1 In-
deed so confident of its own virtue w~ s the People's Party 
that one of its advocates, John Rankin Rogers, cou l d write a 
Populist novel called The Graftons (1893) Which presents (how 
far we have come from the 1880's~), not the conversion of a 
politician to Christianity, but the conversion of a clergyman 
2 to pol itics. 
The People's Party 
Although the People 1 s Party ga ther•ed its forces .from 
all of these groups--0 hristian Socialists, Nationslists, sing,le-
taxers, Greenbackers, and laborers--organizationally it was 
an outgrowth of such farmers' organizations as the Grange and 
the Farmers' Alliance. The complaints of the farmers changed 
little from 1870 on; they still fell readily into two main 
categories-~hatred of monopolies and trusts (particularly the 
lnombrowski points out that there was a significant 
number of . sons of clergymen in the Nationalist movement (££. 
cit., p. BLJ.) including Henry Demarest Lloyd and RichardT. 
Ely, influentia l social economist. George D. Herron, himself 
a minister, was instrumental in the creation of the Socialist 
Party of America (ibid., P• 135). _ 
2Rogers, The Gra .ftons (Chicago: Milton ,George Pub-
lishing House, 1893), p. 105. For elements of Christian Soc-
ialism--called "the New Christianity 11 --in this novel see pp. 
105, 27, 63, and 83. 
ra ilroo ds) and a dis trust of the banks and money-lenders, 
which expressed itself largely in the great agitation over the 
currency problem. 
The first farmers 1 organization, the Patrons of Hus-
bandry or the Grange, was organized in the late sixties at a 
time when the farmer was experiencing the depression fol-
lowing the Civil War. Functioning at first primarily on a 
social basis, it soon broadened its program to incltrle poli-
tics: it was responsible for the election of its own men 
to office and for the passage of a numbe·r of laws designed to 
mitigate rn ilroad abuses, laws which were commonly known 
thereafter as Granger laws. The farmer early discovered that 
the cause of most of his economic difficulties could be laid 
at the door of t.i:le monopolies. The reiilroad cha rged him ex-
orbitant r a tes to get his product to market; once there, it 
had to be sold in a free rrarket of declining prices ; but the 
next spring the f armer had to buy his ~upplies in a market of 
rising prices controlled by the trusts. 1 To alleviate the 
effects of this s queeze, the Grange organized coopera tives 
through which farmers could market their dairy products and 
even built factories to supply the farmers with mchinery. 
These Grange activities were never very successful, but the 
org&nization bad its value nevertheless. As Hamlin Garland 
points out in A Spoi l of Office (1892), it educated the farmers 
pol itica l l y, it gave them courage to exercise theirpower·, and 
1Post, op. cit., pp . 316 ff. 
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it acquainted them with each other, so tha t when they decided 
to select their own political leaders they could do so easily 
1 
and quickly. 
As the Grange gradually died out with the better times 
of the late seventies, the Farmers' Alliance, a more militant 
2 
organization, came to replace it. Garland has caught the 
s pirit behind this group in the following description of a 
Farmers 1 Alliance parade: 
••• here was an army of veterans, men grmvn old in the 
ferocious struggle against injustice and the apparent nig-
gardliness of nature,--a grim and terrible battle-line. 
It was made up, throughout its entire length, of old or 
middle-aged men and women with stooping shoulders, and 
eyes dim with toil and suffering. There was nothing of 
lovely girlhood or elastic, smiling boyhood; ~ot a touch 
of color or grace in the whole line of march. It was 
sombre, silent, ominous, and resolute. 
It appeared the moat pathetic, tragic, and desper-
ate revolt against oppression and wrong ever made by the 
American farmer. It was the Grange movement broadened, 
deepened, and made more desperate and wide-reaching by 
changing conditions. ' 
A 1 though the Gra nge was quas i -s ocia 1 in origin, and only 
chanced into politics, the Alliance was from its inception 
openly anti-monopoly and reformist in purpose. One of the 
reasons for the success of the Alliance was the period of 
hard times of the late eighties. A hot summer in 1886 was 
followed by a cold winter in 1886-7; and during the following 
1Garland, A Spoil of Office (Boston, :Mass: Arena Pub-
lishing Co., 1892), pp. 90 and 92. 
2The account of the Alliance here follows in the main 
that in John D. Ricks, The Populist Revolt: A history of the 
Fa~rs' Alliance and the Peop!e' s Party, pp • . 148-152. 
3A Spoil of Office, p. 340. 
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very dry years people in Karisas, Nebraska, and Dakota loaded 
up their wa g ons (except for those who had mortgaged wagons 
and teams and could not leave the state with them) and headed 
back east. 11 In God we trusted, in Kansas we busted," was a 
slogan commonly seen s cratched on the wa gons. At least twen-
ty well-built towns in eastern Kansas were said to mve been 
completely deserted. 1 The farmers who, though hard hit, 
managed to ~tay on in the West began to express t heir discon-
tent t h rough such farmers' organizations as the Alliance and 
later through the People's Party. For the drough t not only 
created discontent, it created the time to talk about it. 
In Out of the West, which, in its creation of t he atmosphere 
of the period, surpasses Garland' a performance in either A 
Spoi 1 of Office or A !~'!ember of the Third House, Eliza beth 
Higgins writes: 
Everyone was ta l king and everyone was thinking •••• 
Little by littl e they commenced to theorize upon their 
condition. Despite the poverty of the country, the 
books of Henry George, Bellamy, and other economic 
write~s were bought as fast as the dealers could supply 
them. 
The Alliance appointed paid lecturers to travel from 
one cOI11.lllUnity to another organizing the political strength of 
the farmers. 
The effort thus made had for its end the adoption of cer-
tain "demsndst' by the farmers, to which they were to com-
mit themselves. • [T]he attempt was made to inculcate 
1John Hicks, op. cit., p. 32. 
2 . . . 
Higgins, op. cit., p . 133. 
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a course of action within the limits of all the existing 
political parties and no favoritism was to be shown to 
either or any. Certain so-called demands were formulated 
and printed and kept constantly before the farmers and 
advocated at their meetings and it was a greed that no gen-
eral movement embracing the carrying out of the demands 
should be entered upon until a practical unanimity had 
been reached •••• 
The _plan included the presentation of a printed copy 
of the tr demands" to every candidate of all the different 
political parties, which he was to be asked to sign, by 
a committee sent from the farmers and it was a greed that 
no member would vote for a candidate for any office what-
ever, unless he would pledge himself in writing to use 
his utmost exertions at all times and places, and i~ every 
manner, to secure the passa ge of the laws demanded. 
In many areas the Alliance managed to capture the 
machinery of the dominant party--that is, the Democratic 
party in the South and the Republican party in the West. The 
result was the passage of an impressive number of bills which 
attempted to adjust freight rates and eliminate injustices 
of the railroads' control of e l evators and warehouses. At 
the height of the Alliance in 1890, it had two million mem-
bers and sent two men to the United Sta tea Senate and s corei;i 
2 
of others to state legislatures. Yet the effect on the 
economic status of the farmer was discouraging. The railroads 
actually lost little of their control. If commissions were 
established, the railroads managed to get their own men on 
them. If regulatory laws were passed, the co~ts often nul-
lified them.3 The farmers tried electing men of their own 
occupation to office, but it soon became evident that these 
1 Rogers, op~ cit•, p. 89. 
2 Ma di son , op • · c i t • , p • 35 0 • 
3Morison and Gommager, op. cit., p. 118. 
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men were too innocent of the ways of politics to be a b le to 
conduct themselves in the interest of the farmers. 1 If they 
were kB pt in office long enough to be come educated, they lost 
the ties with their own class, often becoming railroad stock-
holders or corporation stockholders themselves. Too often 
one of the major parties would nominate the same candidate as 
the Alliance and then control him. Any attempt to present 
their case through the newspa pers usually was fruitless be-
cause of the control of the press by the corporations. 2 Con-
sequently a feeling grodually arose that, betrayed as they 
had been by the old parties, their only recourse Wd S the for-
mat ion of a third p3 rty. 
The work of the Alliance and the subsequent formation 
of the People's Party are central in The Graftons, Out of The 
West and A Spoil of Office. In all of these nove l s, the prom-
inent part which women played in Western politics is emphasized. 
Gone is the merely decorative heroine who cculd not seem to 
grasp the intricacies of politica l issues. or the number of 
worren who campaigned for Alliance and People 1 s Party candidates, 
Mary Ellen I,ease was probably the most colorful; certainly her 
exhortation to the farmers to raise less corn and more hell has 
guaranteed her a place in almost every history of the period. 
Ida Wilbur of A Spoil of Office comes closest to carrying on 
1
see, for example, Rogers, op~ cit., p. 95· 
2The accusation of discrimination in the press in favor 
of moneyed interests appears in several novels, including the 
following: Garland, A Member of the Third House; Keenan, The 
Money-Makers; Post, Congressman swanson; and T. Carl .:ioelling 
Won on a Silver Basis, ~ ' 
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Mrs. Lease's type of dedicated, forceful campaign. But in 
all three books it is the women who exhibit more conviction 
than the men in their attitudes toward the principles for 
which the People's Party stands. Mary Grafton is not a pub-
lic campaigner, but, like Edith Hull in Out of the West, she 
will not consent to be a man's wife until his politi cal views 
are right. Indeed, the following line epitomizes Western 
romance in the political novel of the 1890's: ''He gazed upon 
her deep-red lips, sensitive and quivering in their dainty 
curving, while he talked of a minimum freight bill and the 
1 government ownership of railroads." 
Both Bradley Talcott (A Spoil of Office) and Frank 
Field (Out of the West) are sent to Congress by the People's 
Party. Before the end of the term, Talcott's bride, Ida, 
leaves him to go back West to work with the people. As for 
Frank Field, he is an Easterner converted to Populism who 
reverts to type when he gets to Washington. Unable to resist 
the money of the lobbyist which enables him to live more in 
keeping with the style in which he was re~red, he fails to 
get his rate bill reported out of committee until his con-
science is aroused by the impassioned declaration of his wife 
and the sudden death of his small son. 
The .Graftons and Out o:f' . the West point up the strong 
e l ement of Christian ethics which was inherent in Populist 
Party ideals. In The Graftons, George Maitland, a minister of 
1Higgins, op. cit., p. 192. 
the Gospel from the East, is converted to the cause of Pop-
ulism and, with Wendell Phillips as h i s mode l , goes forth to 
preach "'The New Christianity'--by which he explained he 
meant the modern application of the precepts of the religion 
of Christ." He feels that " If we but will it, the kingdom of 
Heaven is at hand.nl Out of the West goes even further with 
a visionary heroine known as the Colorado Joan of Arc, who is 
called to duty when her brother is killed ·by militiamen. In 
explaining this experience to her husband she says: 
I have seen and I have heard, and I know He came to me, 
giving me the strength and showing me the way •.•• I 
cannot blame you. There is no pierced forehead and man-
gled hand [her brother's] before your eyes. For you 
there is no memory of the sun going down behind a moun-
tain at the gulch's mouth, the piece of sky overhead 
darkened, and the gorge as silent and as black as the 
grove •..• Then my call came to me; I cannot tell you 
of it; you did not understand. When day came, and I 
started for my home, I saw before me my first duty • . After 
I had spoken to those distraught men I was convinced. I 
saw my powe2, I heard my words, and I knew whence they 
came. • • • 
In I gnatius Donnelly's The Golden Bottle (1892), a Utopian 
novel3 which promotes free money, cooperatives, and g overnment 
regulation of corporations, the Joan of Arc symbol is a gain 
employed when the heroine, Sophie, brandishing her sword and 
1 . 
Rogers, op. cit., p. 105. 
2 Higgins, op . cit., pp. 282-3. 
3other Utopian novels which supported the Populists 
were (Samuel Crocker], That Island,A Political Romance, by 
Theodore Oceanic Islet [pseud.] (1893); Henry L. Everett, The 
People's Pro~ra m ( 1892). Among anti~Populist Utopias were:-
[Anon . j Theeglnnin~, a Romance . of Chicago As It Mi ght Be ( 1893); 
and [A. O. Grigsby] e u,ua, or the Problem of the Ages, by Jack 
Adams [pseud.] (n. d.). 
riding a white horse, leads the troops to victory in the 
battle which ushers in the millennium. 
Taken all together, these Populist novels echo, in 
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the remedies they advocate, the platform of the People's Party 
adopted at the Omaha convention in 1892, 1 although individual 
authors emphasize different sections of the platfonn. In A 
Spoi l of Office "the war is between the people and the mono-
polist wherever he is •• . . The Graftons, with a Kansas 
setting, i s primarily concerned with the problem of debt-
ridden farmers: "Debt is what is ruining us; more money is 
being paid as interest on money than all the surplus crops of 
the State are selling for."3 The goal of the Alliance is to 
elect a state legislature which will r; pass a stay law'' and 
nabroga te a 11 laws for the collection of debts to be incurred 
in the future.''4 The Golden Bottl e espouses almost all of the 
issues which appeared as planks in the 1892 platform of the 
People's Party; I gnatius Donnelly, veteran politician-reformer 
from Minnesota, was the author of both.5 In Tne Golden Bottle 
1The platform provided for nfree and unlimited coinage 
of silver a t a ratio of 16:1; a gradua tea income tax; postal 
savings banks; government operation of railroads, telephones, 
and telegraphs; direct election of Uniteu States senators; the 
secret ballot; and the ini tia ti ve and referendum'' (Faulkner, 
op . cit., p. 448). 
2
aarland, A Spoil of Office, p. 
3 Rogers, op . cit., p. 59· 
192. 
4Ibid. 
5He also wrote Caesar's ColUmn (1 890), another Utopian 
novel in whic h he prea icts the a estruction of civilization in 
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he sets forth the followin g general propositions: 
Keep the land in the hands of the many 
Limit the amount that any man may own. . . . 
See to it that the working-men obtain homes. . . . 
Use the powers of government for the good of the governed. 1 
The Populists' demand for popul ar election of ~enators is the 
theme of Lewis Levy's Senator Cashdollar of Washington (1 899). 
Proof that the npolitics is a dirty business n feeling 
was still preva l ent is provided by Francis Lynde in The Graf-
ters (1904) 2 and by Higgins in Out of the West (here the in-
dictment is aimed on l y at politicians in the two big parties).' 
Bradle y Talcott (A Spoil of Office) finds that, contr~ry to 
common opinion, most legislators are reasonably honest. 
There was one count, nowever, that remained good a gainst . 
ne~rly all of the legislators: they seemed to lack con-
science as regards public money •••• He was forced to 
a dmit that this was the most characteristic American 
crime. To rob the commonwealth was a joke.4 
Throughout most of these Populist novels, it is the 
railroads which bea r the brunt of the blame for the farmers' 
this part of the world and the rise of a Utopia out of the 
ruins. In general he advocate~ the same governmenta l policies 
in both books. 
Co., 
1DonnellyA The Golden Bot t le (New York: 
1892), p. 12t5. . .. 
D. D. Merrill 
2Lynde, The Grafters (Indianapolis: The Bobb~-Merrill 
co., 1904), PP· 98-Ioo. 
~iggins, op. cit., pp. 243-4. 
4Garland, A Spoi l of Office, pp. 257-8. 
1 predicament. The railroad had always been central in the 
development of the West. Because of the need to get their 
products to market, settlers were ea ger to get railroads in 
their area. Hicks writes: 
Towns and cities in the West were judged in importance 
somewhat in accordance with the number of railway lines 
converging upon them. Each sizeable villa ge aspired, 
therefore, to become a railway center and stood ready to 
bond itself heavily in order to grant favors to prospective 
roads. In fact, the mania for railroads became so acute 
that a c l ass of promoters developed who made it their bus-
iness to project and construct lines, not because they 
were needed or could hope to pay dividends for long but 
because the gifts that the counties, cities, and even the 
states were willing to shower upon them insured for the 
promoters a handsome initial profit. Once the road was 
built, they 2ost no time in unloading its obligations 
upon others. 
The virtual control of an area by the railroads is the 
dominant theme in both The Federal J·udge (1897) by Charles K. 
Lush and The Grafters by Lunde, two volumes with strangely 
similar plots.3 In general both books show the Populists 
1John Hicks (o p . cit., p. 69) bears out the impression 
created by the nove li.sts. The high freight rates forced far-
mers of Minnesota and Dakota to pay half what their wheat was 
worth to get it as far as Ghica g o. Local rates were extremely 
high. Because railroads were over-built, many could not make 
a reasonable profit and communities were taxed to support 
them. Preference was given to large shippers, care sometimes 
being refused to small shippers. The railroads made sure that 
no one hostile to their interests was nominated for office. 
Their lobbyists were always working aga inst unfavorable legis-
lation. 11 It is not unfair to say that norm:llly the railroads--
sometimes a single road--dominated the political situation in 
every western state'' (ibid.). · 
2Ibid., p. 29. Land speculation in the boom towns 
created by the mere possibi l ity of the arrival of the railroad 
is central in Edward Eggleston's The Mbster1 -of Metropolisville 
(1873) and David Rosa Locke's A -Paper fty 1878J. 
3Although Frank Norris used this theme in The -Octopus, 
his treatment of i t, as well as his purpose, is different. 
Norris, fascinated by the clash of the two forces--railroads 
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versus the railroads. In The Federal Judge, as one would 
expect in a novel of the period, the railroads and the men 
working for them are ta gged as the villains; but, in a switch, 
The Grafters presents Governor bucks, the People's Party can-
didate, as the head of a corrupt ring in control of the state. 
Both volumes contain a federal judge who is the tool of the 
alleged crooks as they force a railroad into a receivership 
to serve their own ends. In The Grafters the judge is black• 
mailed; in The Federa l Judge, Judge Tracy Dunn is duped by 
Elliot Gardwell, who so ingratiates himself with the judge 
that his strong sense of .right and wrong is warped. 
The part of the courts in the case of the farmers and 
other groups versus the railroad is not a small one and is 
reflected in other novels besides these two.l Early Granger 
laws involving rate regulat i on and charges of grain elevators 
were sustained by the courts. But in succeeding years the 
Supreme Court became more conservative and the courts soon 
made it clear that regulation of the roads was the province of 
the Federal government on l y. The result was the Interstate 
Commerce Act of 1887, which provided for an Intersta te Commerce 
Commission. But so frequently did the courts reverse the 
and farmers--uses farmers with l arge land-holdings who are at 
l east able to put up a good fight. The farmers in the Populist 
novels are s t ruggling homestea ders pretty much at the ~ercy 
of the railroad. Their only hope is political organization 
and act i on. 
lFor example, Denison, An Iron Crown, p. 52; and 
Adams , President John Smith, p. 147. A sore point with the 
Populists was the vet o by the Supreme Court of the income tax 
law of 1894· 
Commission and so difficult was it for shippers to collect 
from the railroads even when they were sustained that the 
Com~ission became largely useless and, by its own confession 
in 1·398, a failure. 1 Ignatius Donnelly voiced popular senti-
ment when he wrote: 
Tom Jefferson foretold that the Supreme Court of the Uni-
ted States would eventually absorb into their hands all 
the power of the nation. They are rapidly doi~g it, and 
doing it in the interest of the moneyed class. 
Other indictments of the railroads in the Populist 
nove l include descriptions of the methods of the powerful 
railroad lobby in Garland's A Member of the Third House and 
in Higgins's Out of the West. The lobbyist for the railroads 
in A Member of the Third House, Tom Brennan, uses liquor, 
bribery, and blackmail to win one state legislator 1 s vote. 
The moral which Garland draws is that 
so long as legislators have the power to vote public values 
into private pockets the lobby will continue to exist, 
and its damning work will be seen in the ruin of men like 
Senator Ward and ~ r. Davis [the iron Duke--head of the 
powerful Consolidated Railway]; for ••• he is a victim 
of cor~uption as wel l as himself being a corrupting 
agent.' 
1Morison and Commager, op. cit., PP• 116-120. 
2Donnelly, The Golden Bottle, pp. 145-6. 
3Pp. 197-8. I,incoln Steffens for the same reason 
promoted ''the Henry George wlan for the closing up of all the 
sources of unearned wealth. · This was the plan which Tom Johnson, 
a Henry George follower, ftUt into effect in Cleveland. Because 
he felt it was senseless 1to throw out the rascals and put into 
office honest men without removing that which mal{es good men do 
bad things " he advocated public ownership of public utilities 
(Lincoln Steffens, Autobiography [Hew York: Harcourt, Brace and 
Co., 1931], p. 493). 
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Out of the West shows the railroads operating on both a 
state and a national level. In the state legislature the 
farmers had finally elected the majority which was to insure 
passa ge of a bill lowering frei ght rates. But it was not as 
easy as the leaders had assumed. 
An unseen mesh was thrown around them. Their men were as 
in the control o.f an invisible power. Lobbyists worked 
skilfully and unceasingly. Small in numbers, the rail-
roads' men stood as in serried ranks 1 and their opponents were a n unorganized mob before them. 
People '' s Party candidates fared little better in Washington, 
where one, Frank Fie l d, found himself set upon by fema l e as 
we l l as male lobbyists. 
Yet the currency question remained one of the most 
inflammatory issues in po l itics until the mid-nineties. The 
demand for free silver was heard in the ranks of every party. 
In the words of Governor Randolph Ransom in Philip Payne's 
The Mills of Man 11 1 Silver s preads like a conta g ion,' " 2 and 
he, like other p o l iticians, were trampling each other in the 
rush to get on the silver bandwagon. The farmers placed much 
of the blame for the panic of the late ei ghties on li the crime 
of 1 73, 11 by which they meant the coina ge act of 1873 demoni-
tizing silver. .Mining interests of the West joined the far-
mers, and the result was the passag e of the Sherman Silver 
Purchase Act of 1890, which provided for the purchase of 
4, 500,000 ounces of silver each monthby the government. The 
1Higg ins, op . cit., p . 185. 
2 Payne, The Mills of Man (Chi cago, Ra nd Mc Na l ly and 
Co., 1903), p. 282. 
2.53 
bill failed completely to help either the farmers by increasing 
the amount of money in circulation or the silver-miners by 
raising the price of silver, and Cleveland brought about its 
repeal in 1893· This action on the part of Cleveland created 
a schism in the Democratic party that Herman E. Taubeneck, 
chairman of the National Executive Committee of the People's 
Party was quick to exploit. The People's Party was facing 
internal problems between the more conservative farm elements 
1 
and the antimonopolist-Nationalist-labor Socialist bloc. 
Taubeneck, a free-silverite, predicted that at the Bt. Louis 
convention in 1894 the Party would 
••• make known the fact that it has outgrown many of 
the "isms 11 that characterized its birth and early growth, 
and take a stand on the financial question that will make 
it worthy of the support of tho~e who ha~e looked askance 
at the acts of Wait and Lewelling •••• 
Led by Henry Demarest Lloyd the radical coalition, however, 
gained control over the free silver group and retained its 
leadership until the defeat of the Populists in the Chicago 
municipal election, a party disaster for which each group . 
blamed the other. In 1896 Taubeneck and Senator William v. 
Allen with the help of ttsteamroller tactics"3 were able to 
deliver the party into the hands of the free silver group. 
1Frederick Upham Adams in President John Smith reflects 
the Nationalist point of view at this time, rejecting free 
silver as a significant issue and advocating abandonment of 
both silver and gold as currency standards. 
2Destler, op. cit., p. 228. 
3rb id • , p • 30 • 
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When the Democrats nominated William Jennings Bryan, 
the People's Party had their biggest vote-getting issue t a ken 
from them. Although the socialists in the party were still 
willing to try to lick 'em, the convention decided to jine 
'em, a.nd nomina ted Bryan too. The emotional im>:>act of the 
s ilver 0rob l.em is nointed un in Jose"'1h Altshel.er' s The Ca.ndi-
da te (1905), b a sed apnarently on this c ampaign. 
They heard the candidate tell of mighty corporations, of 
a vague and distant place called Wall Street, where fat 
men, with soft, white fingers and pouches under their 
eyes, sat in red-carpeted offices and pulled little but 
very strong strings that made farmers on the Western 
plains, two thousand miles away, dance like jumping-
jacks, just as the fat men wished, and just when they 
wished. These fat men were allied with others in Europe, 
pouchy-eyed and smooth-fingered like themselves, and it 
was their object to own all the money-bags of the world, 
and ga ther all the profits of the world's labor. Harley, 
watching these people, saw a spark appear in their eyes 
many times, but1it was alway s brightest at the mention of Wall Street. 
Although Altsheler has trouble finding enough material in 
a politic ::>)_ c ampaign to h ang a plot on, he manages to convey 
the a tmos nhere surrounding this c amnai gn, inc l uding the wooing 
of Western political bosses an d the defection of the h ard 
money Democra ts. 2 
Bryan appeared again as the Democra tic nominee in 1900 
and in 1908 . His second c ampaign, which l eaned heavily on 
1Altsheler, The Candidate (New York: Harper and Bros., 
1905), pp . 101-102. 
2The convention of hard money Democra ts, the support 
or their slate by Cleveland , and the resultant diversion of 
votes from Bryan is described by Allan Nevins in Grover Clev~ 
l and: A Study in Courage (New York: Dodd, Mea d and Co., 1932), 
lJ . 708. 
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anti-imperialism and anti-trust issues 7 inspired Mary Dillon 
to write the political romance, The Leader (1906}, in which 
the eloquent, honest, brilliant John Dalton appears as, above 
all, the man of the people. 
The People's Party convened aga i n in 1898, when it 
abandoned free silver and endorsed paper money as iega l tender. 
But prosperity was returning and bringing with it the apathy 
which smothers reform. Weakened by dissension and unable to 
compete with the Democrats who had stolen their thunder, the 
People's Party was no longer a political force, even though it 
continued to nominate Presidential candidates until 1908. 
Yet the movement left an inherit~ nce to the twentieth century: 
the spirit of refor~ reappeared in a modified form in the 
Progressive movement and many of the specific measur es which 
the Populists had advocated were in time written into law. 1 
A List of Political Novels Considered in Chapter II 
Adams, Francis A. The Transgressors (1990) 
Adams, Frederick Upham. President John ~mith (1896) 
Altsheler, Joseph. The Candidate (1~05) . 
[Anon.] The Beginning, a Rom~nce of Chicago as It Might Be (1893) 
Bellamy, Edward. Equa!lty (1897) . 
• Looking Backward (1888) 
=B.,....l_a_n...,..d-,-=T. A. Esau or the Banker's Victim (1892) 
Caryl, Char l es w. New Era (n. d.) 
Cha vannes, Albert. Brighter Climes ( 1895) 
The Future Commonwealth {1892) 
Clark, Arnold. Beneath the Dome (1894) 
1 For example, the election of Senators by popular vote, 
a graduated income tax, a more elastic currency system, national 
control of communications and availability of loans to farmers 
to ~arry them from one season to the next (John Hicks, op. cit., 
p. 422). 
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Craig, Alexander. Ionia, Land of Wise Men and Fair Women (1898) 
Crocker, Samuel. That Island (1892) 
Denison, Thomas Stewart. An Iron Crown (1885) 
Donnelly, Ignatius. Caesar's Column (1890) 
• The Golden Bottle (1892) 
~E~v-e_r_e~t~t-,-=Henry L. The P. eople's Program (1892) 
Fuller, Alvarado. A. D. 2000 (1890T 
Garland, Hamlin. A Member of the Third House (1892) 
• A Spoil of Office (1892) 
--------. Jason Edwards (1897) 
[Grigsby, A. 0. j Nequa 1.-or the Probl em of the Ages (n. d.} 
Harris, Thomas Lake. 'l'he New Republic (1891) 
Hertzka, Theodore. Freeland, A Social Anticipation (1891} 
Higgins, Elizabeth. Out of the West (1902) 
Holford, Costello N. Aristophia, A Romance History of the 
New World (1895} 
Howells, William Dean. A Traveler from Altruria (1894) 
• Through the Eye of the Needle (1907) 
""K~e~e~n-=-a~n-,--.,.Henry F-ra nels • The Money-Me kers ( 1885) 
Lynde, Francis. The Grafters (1904) 
Mackay, John Henry. The Anarchists (1891) 
Michaelis, Richard. Looking Further Forward (1890) 
Miller, Joaquin. The Building of the City Beautiful (1893) 
Olerich, Henry. A Cityless and Countryless . World (1893) 
Pa ge, Thomas Nelson. John Marvel{ Assistant (1909) 
Payne, . Philip. The Mills of Man ~1903) 
Peck, Bradford. Tfie World a uepartment Store (1900) 
Petersen, Marcus. A Modern Despotism (1894) 
Post, Charles c. Congressman Swanson (18~1) 
Roberts, J. w. Looking_Within (1893) 
Rogers, John Rankin. The Graftons ( 1893) 
Salisbury, H. B. The Birth of F'reedom (1890) 
Savage, Richard Henry. The Anarchist (1894) 
Schindler, Solomon. Young West (18940) 
Sheldon, Charles M. In His Steps (1897) 
Simpson, William. The Man from Mars (1891) 
Smith, Marion Couthouy. Dr. Marks, Socialist (1897) 
Spelling, T. Carl. Won onra Silver Basis (1897) 
Stone, Mrs. C. H. One of 'Berrian's" Novels (1890) 
Tourgee, Albion W. Murvale Eastman~ Christian Socialist (1889} 
Vinton, Arthur D. Looking F'urther eackWard (1890) 
Whitson, Thomas. Walter Graham, Statesman (1891) 
Wilbrandt, Conrad. Mr. East's Experiences in Mr. Bellamy's 
World (1891) 
CHAPTER III 
THE SCRUTINY OF AIVIERICAN VALUES 
The attack of the Populists upon monopoly indicated 
the disappointment of large numbers of people in the de s truc-
tion of the essentia l equality and individuality which they 
felt to be inherent in American democracy. Although there 
were socialists among the Populists, the majority of people 
claimed no philosophy different from that which sustained the 
man of wealth. America wa s stil l fundamentally united by 
the myth that success was available to all who possessed 
such virtues as honesty, perseverance, coura ge, punctuality, 
piety, and diligence. Horatio Alger became the most widely 
read American author by rewriting this s ame theme in over one 
hundred books. "Success 11 commonl y meant "riches," but it 
could also mean social and pol itical advancement. To illus-
trate the possibilities for political success in America Alger 
brought out From Canal Boy to President or The Boyhood and Man-
hood of James A. Garfield in 1881, From F.arm Boy to Senator, 
Being the History of the Boyhood and Marihood . of Daniel Webster 
in 1882, and Abraham Lincoln: · The Backwoods boy in 1883.1 
Most of the American politic~l novelists found them-
selves in conflict with this ethos which held that success was 
1see "The Self Made Man and the Cult of Success '' in 
Curti, op. cit., pp. 644-750. 
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to be measured in terms of the advancement of one's personal 
fortunes. Consequently some of them b egan a reexamination of 
the values and motivations of politicians and businessmen or, 
frequently, the politician-businessman. In outline, their 
novels were similar to Alger's: they wrote of the rise of an 
obscure and usually poor young man to fame and fortune. But 
instead ofwriting lessons in the methods of economic or 
. 
political ascent, these novelists were concerned with the effect 
of this struggle unon the man's character. They agreed with 
all of America that honesty and integrity were admirable vir-
tues but they believed tha t in the struggle f or we a lth or p o-
litical ~referment these values did not survive. Some of 
them believed tha t other values such a s resn onsibility to 
society were too often overlooked. In their novels s pecif ic 
p olitic a l issues are disregarded; the evil politician a nd the 
evil c apita list per se have been largely abandoned. The 
villain is rather the overweening desire for power, prestige, 
or money. 
One group of these writers who saw money-grabbing as 
a universal America n attribute looked upon democracy as a 
system which perpetuated it a.nd which merely e leva ted uncul-
t u red and uneduc a ted boors to nositions a bove their Hbilities. 
Here, after the manner of Cooner a nd De Forest, is another 
manifest8 tion of resentment on the ~art of me n of culture, 
education and social position toward the rising middle class. 
Coop er, however, found in democracy a theory by which he could 
ally himself with the lowe r class to defeat the merchant class. 
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These men on the other hand were revolting against a per-
verted kind of democratic theory which paradoxically offered 
all an equal opportunity to become members of an elite. For 
this elitism based on democratic materialism these writers 
would substitute an elitism based on ability, education and 
culture. 
An attack on these self-made aristocrats is found in 
varying degrees and in diverse forms in the following novels: 
The Demagogue (1881) by David Ross Locke; 1 Juggernaut, A 
Veiled Record (1891} by George Cary Eggleston2 and Dolores 
Marbourg; The Light of Her Countenance (1889} and The Y~mmon 
of Unrighteousness (1891) by H. H. Boyesen; and Unleavened 
Bread (1900} by Robert Grant. 
The demagogue in Locke's volume,3 Caleb Mason, decides 
early in life that he will rise from his low position in 
society (he was the child of a drunken father and slatternly 
mother) to one of affluence and political power. He calculates 
each of his moves shrewdly, never developing any ties of love 
or friendship to hold him back from his opportunistic career. 
Bogging down in sentiment and melodrama, the novel ends with 
1The creator of "Petroleum V. Nasby,'' the illiterate 
Copperhead whose letters were popular with both Lincoln and 
Grant as well as the rest of the North. Self-educated, Locke 
was a journalist by profession. 
2 Younger brother of Edward Eggleston. Although he 
studied law, he chose to be a journalist and became editor-in-
chief of the Commercial Advertiser. 
3The career of another political opportunist, though 
not so vile a one, is the subject of Brand Whitlock's The 13th 
District (1902). Whitlock's novel ends on a more optimistic 
note. 
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the complete moral disintegration of Mason, who has murdered, 
embezzled and who finally commits suicide. Part of the blame 
for the rise of the demagogue is placed upon the voters who 
allow it. Ca~eb is advised at one point to go into politics 
by a friend, Judge Rainey. Says the Judge: 
"You can make up your mind that the mass of people are 
fools. They have not the ability to frame opinions of 
their own, and so want them ready-made; a fellow with the 
gift of gab, who can think when he is on his feet can do 
as he likes with them."l 
Like Caleb Mason, Eagar Braine in Jugg ernaut is a 
poor boy who rises by his unscrupulousness to a position of 
great political power. He will not stop short of the greatest 
goal of all--the Presidency--a nd in his determination to have 
this office, he drives his wife into prostitution. He sacri-
ficas his honor and that of his wife for power. 
Both The De~gogue and Juggernaut have little to 
commend them. The style is verbose and flowery; the plots are 
dull melodrama; the characters are one-dimen~ional; the morals 
are labored. The nove l s of Boyesen are markedly superior to 
these. The Light of Her 'Countenance, however, is still 
largely romance with politica l digressions. The f amiliar pic-
ture of the disreputable politica l boss and his cohorts is 
used to illustrate the weaknesses of democracy. Juli~ n Bur-
roughs, cultured and educated, cannot make his way in politics. 
1Locke, The Demagogue (Boston, Lee and ~hepard, 1891), 
PP• 105-6. 
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ii There's one thing I never discovered before [he says 
to a friend], and that is that culture--nay, the pos session 
or any talent or distinction beyond the average--is a 
dis qua 1 ifica tion for public life in a democracy. tt 
The author himself speaks out against the political boss in 
this fashion: 
If our republic is ever destined to suffer shipwreck, 
this is the kind of ruler which universal suffrage, in a 
community where a majority of the e l ectorate are i gnorant, 
will invariably produce. lie represents the true average, 
morally and intellectually, of the vote that upholds his 
power. And as soon as he shall represent, not the munici-
pal, but the national average, we shall have him in the 
White House. If we permit ignorant hordes of forei gners, 
at the rate of half a million a year, to continue to lower 
this average, it is an inevitable ~esult which no power 
in heaven or on earth can prevent. 
These may seem strange words to come from a man who is an 
immigrant himself. Boyesen, however, was not 11 i gnorant"; he 
was a scholar and teacher. 
These sentiments are repeated in The Mammon of Unright-
eousness, a novel vastly superior to its predecessor. In a 
conscious effort to write realistically3 Boyesen examines the 
lives of two brothers--Alexander Larkin, who vows: 11 I mean 
to be true to myself--true to my convictions,'i ~nd Horace Lar-
kin, who declares: 11 I mean to succeed. 114 Aleck makes an 
attempt to purify politics, but when he finds that in trying 
to elect the honest man he has been led into using the very 
methods he deplores in others,5 he withdraws from politics 
D. 
1Boyesen, The Light of Her Countenance (New York: 
Appleton and Co., 1889), p . 68. 
2 Ibid., p . 55· 
3Boyesen, The W~rnmon of Unrighteousness (New York: 
United States Book Co., 1892), preface, p. 4. 
4Ibid., P· - 5~ .. 5Ibid., pp. 55-57· 
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completely. Horace, however, in his climb up the political 
ladder does not hesitate to do anything to further his career. 
His ambition leads him to marria ge with a girl who is just as 
ambitious as he is, just as unscrupulous, and a little more 
clever. In a splendidly ironic ending, Horace discovers that 
the woman he married to further his own career has married 
him to further hers. He says: 
11 This American democracy of ours--what is it but the tri-
wmph of the avera ge? Look at the men we send into public 
life now~ Compare them to those we sent fifty or a hundred 
years ago; compare their very faces, and you see how the 
type has degenerated. What does that mean, if not that 
the average fool who formerly took pride in being repre-
sented by a wiser man, now prefers to be represented by as 
great a fool as himself? The average American, fifty 
years ago, was poor, and he paid the homage of admiration 
to greatness, moral and intellectual; but now his pros-
perity has turned his brain; he feels big enough to kick 
up his heels on his own account, and he ~islikes the man 
whom he suspects of being his superior. 11 
As an enterprising politician, Horace becomes the epitome of 
a 11 the American people want in a lawmaker and reaches the 
depths of immorality when he quotes the Bible to justify his 
2 
course. He becomes an apologist for the American devotion 
to enterprise. 
11 Tell me, Mr. Larkin, u [asks the girl who will marry him] 
'
1 why do you think it is that so few of our young men of 
good family and education go into politics?" 
Hit is, 11 Horace replied in his leisurely drawl, "be-
cause . they are not fit for politics. They don 1 t know 
enouf?h." · 
Why, you surprise me~ Is it your opinion, then, that 
those individuals from the liquor saloons and the sl~ 
who do gove1~n us are the fittest to govern?'1 
HNo, they are deplorably unfit, but yet fitter than 
Anglo-maniacs and blue-blooded Knickerbockers who squander 
their lands in laborious and . vapid amusements, in coaching, 
1 Ibid., p. 7. 2 . "ll. Ibid • , p • =+0. 
riding after hounds •••• The majority of our politici~ns 
are a low-lived lot, and many of them corrupt. But they 
have the courage to be American--rudely and uncompromis-
ingly American--and that is~ in my eyes, a virtue which 
is not to be lightly rated. 
"And may I ask, Mr. Larkin, what do you mean by being 
American?'' 
"Being frankly, ably enterprisingly plebeian. It is 
the Rlebeian after all, who shall inherit the earth--" 
I be~ your pardon. According to the Bible it is 
the meek. 
nr must differ with the Bible, then; for the meek, in 
my experience, if they inherit anything , never manage to 
keep it. It passes, sooner or later, into the hands of 
the strong , the self-assertive, the gr~sping. But these, 
as you will admit, are plebeian characteristics. A uni-
versally prosperous, comfortable, impudent, and enter-
prising mob--that is the goal toward which we are steer! 
ing; and in my opinion it is a good and desirable one." 
Robert Grant turns to the portrayal of the ambitious 
female in Unleavened Bread. His protest is against 
••• an increasin·g number of women in my native land who 
because of their aspirations saw themselves ~ualified for 
any opportunity; who resented specia l. knowledge of any 
kind as un-American, and were hostile to, yet secretl! 
envious of, women of more refinement and social ease. 
Grant examines not only the ethics and motivations of the 
typica l "climber'' but also the political beliefs of the pro-
fessing democrat, and concludes that envy of the rich is a 
stronger element in democratic sentiment than the belief in 
politica l equality. The ambition of Selma White and her 
third husband leads them into a situation of such moral chaos 
that the husband's desire to fulfill a promise made as a result 
of bribery is more ethical than Selma 1 s complete devotion to 
self-interest. Selma finally forces her husband to yie l d to 
1 ~., PP• ~82-3. 
2Robert Grant, Fourscore: An Autobiography (Boston, 
Houghton Mifflin Co., 19;4), p. 220. 
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1 her "superior ethics," but even though she realizes her 
ambition to become the wife of a Senator, she never becomes 
a real lady. She is as unfitted for the literary society she 
ye~ rns to join as Tea gue was for membership in the Philosophi-
cal Society; she is as unscrupulous politically as Josephine 
Murray. Her abilities are never equal to her ambitions. The 
nouveau r i che, Grant i ndicates, will never be able to ape 
nobility succe~sfully. 
Boyesen and Grant are in the tradition of Cooper ~nd 
Henry Adams; after close examination, the desirable virtues 
seem to be in the possession of the upper classe~. Robert 
Herrick continues this exploration into the motivations and 
ethical standards of the self-made man but he is interested 
in social responsibility as well as personal ethics. The 
Gospel of Freedom (1898) is the search of Adela ~nthon for 
happiness--a testing, really, of the accepted success stan-
dards of the day. Adela marries John Wilbur, a young 
·flourishing businessman because "His every act indica ted free-
dom, a l arge, hopeful wa y of life, full of plans and the real-
izing of plans by comtant, swift, clever calculation."2 But 
when she discovers that his 11 way of life 11 includes bribing of 
the Illinois state legislature and the governor, she finds 
existence with him too sordid to endure. Life as a dilettante 
1Robert Grant Unleavened Bread (New York: Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1900),-=p-.~4~2~}-.----~~ 
2Herrick The Gospel of Freedom (New York: The 1~c­
millan Co., 1898} , --p-.~8~9~.~------------
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in Europe proves exciting for awhile, but it offers no per-
manent satisfaction. Her final solution to the problem of 
how to live points up the difference between herrick and his 
predecessors, Boyesen and Grant. A person, according to 
Herrick, must oe guided not only by adherence to honesty, 
integrity, and the other commonly accepted virtues. Goodness 
involves more than simple purity of the isolated individual; 
it depends also upon the value of the individual to his soci-
ety.1 Adela concludes: '' There are some whom I have made to 
suffer •••• I must learn how to live. 11 2 
Although all of these writers are disturbed by the 
powers sought and assumed by the unscrupulous, there are 
important differences in emphasis. Locke, Eggleston, and Boye-
sen feel that universal suffrage, placing responsibility with 
uneducated, unthinking, or merely uninterested ~sses, breeds 
immor•a li ty. Grant sees ambition aria ing from a class of peo-
ple who are uncultured, untutored, envious and frustrated; 
the very nature of their unsu i tability i'or control gives rise 
to that determination by which they will rise to power. Sim-
ilarly those wi th ability and education, who would be able to 
govern, do not have the frustrations which. would drive them 
1This is also the nroblem considered in Herrick's 
Memoirs of an American Citizen (1905). Van Harrington, the 
businessman is the victim as he is ~ member of a whole societ¥ 
based upon a rationa l ized immorality. A whole new ethical 
scheme has been set up to accommodate the businessman and his 
mastery of the new cont!!:nent. 'iThat beautiful scheme of things 
which the fathers of our country drew up in the stage-coach days 
had proved itse l f inauequa te in a short cen turyH (p. 247). 
2Herrick, The Gospel of Freedom, p. 287. 
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into power. Herrick, however, sees the same characteristics, 
the same drives in a business man, as Boyesen saw in a poli-
tician. And yet, universal suffrage cannot be blamed directly 
for this situation. He sees the need for a change in the 
whole philosophy of a generation--a change which would require 
that men look not only to their own internal moral rejuvena-
tion but to their behavior toward their fellow man. 
A List of Politi cal Novels Considered in Chapter III 
Boyesen, H. H. The Light of Her Countenance (1389) 
~~~~~· The Mammon of Unrighteousness (1892) 
Egg leston, George Cary and Dolores Ma rbourg. Juggernaut, 
Record (1891) 
Grant, Robert. Unleavened Bread (1900) 
Herrick, Robert. The Gospel of F'reedom (l89tl) 
Locke, David Ross. The Demagogue (1881) 
A. Veiled 
CHAPTER IV 
NINETEENTH CENTURY POSTCRIPT: 
THE BOSS NOVEL 
In the period from 1901 to 1906 there were thirteen 
political novels written about the political boss. There 
were boss novels written before and there have been a nu.nlber 
of them written since, but the concentration of them at this 
time and the h omogeneity of their content deserves special 
consideration. 
Far from being mere coincidence, the plethora of 
boss novels just after the turn of the century resul ted from 
a conf l uence of t wo g roups of nineteenth century ideolog ical 
forces which had not before been combined in the political 
novel. The ideas of the first group find their roots back 
in post-Revoluti onary America and have already been used as 
the ethical basis of many politica l novels. In this g roup 
there is, first, the belief (objected to by Brackenridge) that 
the ordinary man could and should aspire ,~ o political heights; 
second ly, there is the belief whi ch received its impetus 
during the Jacksonia n era--that " respecta b ility" is s uspect 
in a democracy. Thirdly, there is the humanitaria n impulse, 
always strong in America. Fourthly, there is the ha tred of 
big business. All of t h ese i deas are central in the novels 
after the Civil War and are a l most unan i .mously upheld by the 
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political novelists. Here in the boss novel, however, 
another set of ideas is joined with these--a set of ideas 
which had previously been seen as antithetical to the first 
group and which even here are implicit rather than explicit. 
The first of these is that the accumulation of money is 
desirable because of the good it can do (this is of course 
contrary to the Bellamy-Howells feeling that money inspires 
evil). The second is approval for those who have fought 
their way to the top of the heap--acquiescence in the survival-
of-the-fittest theory. Novelists now saw that these t wo groups 
of ideas were not mutually exclusive. All could be blended 
in one persona l ity--the boss. 
One of the earliest boss novels, Five Hundred Majority 
or the Days of Tammany (1872), deals with a subject familiar 
to later novelists, the rule in New York City by Tammany and 
the Tammany b oss. Written by John Ferguson Rume (under the 
p seudonym of Wyllis Nilesl, it describes in detail the cruelty 
and lawlessness of the machine, denounces its boss as a 
1 
"tyrantn and places the blame for it all on po l itical parties 
1 ,2 
as the pla gue of a free people. 1 It contains the familiar 
excoriation of the politicians that we have seen to be charac-
teristlc generally of novels of that period. Solid for Mulhooley: 
A Sketch of Municipal Politics (1881) is a narrative rather 
than a novel and it delineates the rise of Michae l Mulhooly 
1Hume, F' i ve Hundred li1ajority (New York : G. P. Putnam 
and Sons, 1872), p. 93. 
2 Ibid., p . 121. 
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(with the help of the Tammany boss) from his humble birth in 
a one-room log hut in Ireland to Member of Congress of the 
United States. The familiar machine-and-boss political tech-
niques are used: the padded ballot boxes, repeaters, vote-
buying and the force of the fist and other weapons. 
In these pre-twentieth century novels even the physi-
cal characteristics of the boss follow a pattern. Typical 
is Mr. Patrick Ballymolloy of An American Poli tic ian~ 1 he was 
••• vastly more striking than attractive. He was both 
corpulent and truculent, and his hands and feet were of 
a size and .thickness calculated to crush a paving-stone 
at a step, or to fell an ox at a blow •••• Mr. Bally-
molloy's nose ••• called vividly to mind the effect 
of one of those great glass bottles of reddened water, 
behind which apothecaries of all degrees put a lamp at 
dusk in order that ~he ir light may the better shine in 
the darkness •••• 
Harold Payne's The Gilded Fly (1892) continues the 
tradition in the weirdest of all the boss novels. The narra-
tor here allows himself to be transformed into a small dog so 
that he can observe at close hand the operations of the boss, 
Colonel Blea ker, who is a liar, philanderer and murderer. 
Not until Paul Leicester Ford's The Honourable Peter 
Stirling (1894)3 is there any attempt to explain the conditions, 
lAn American Politician is not a boss novel as I use 
the term here; that Is , to apply to those novels in which the 
boss is the protagonist. 
2 . F. Marion Crawford, op. cit., p. 220. 
3Alleged to have been based on the life of Grover 
Cleveland. However, the s i milarities are few. Peter Stirling, 
like Cleveland, was accused of fathering an illegitimate child. 
Peter, self-sacrificing but complete l y innocent, was merely 
covering up for a friend. It is poss ible that this was what 
Cleveland was doing , too, as Schlesinger suggests (The Rise 
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economic and social, \'fhich give rise to the boss. And, since 
an affirmative answer would always have been assumed pre-
viously, never before is the question asked as it is in this 
novel: "' ••• but are bosses bad?'"1 
"In every community [Peter Stirling explains] there are 
men who influence more or less the rest. It may be that 
one can only influence half a dozen other intimates. 
Another may exert power over fifty. A third may sway a 
thousand. One may do it by mere physical superiority. 
Another by a friendly manner. A third by being better 
informed. A fourth by a deception or bribery. A fifth 
by honesty •••• 
rr Each of the men I have mentioned can usually affect 
an average of twenty-five votes. But now we get to another 
rung of the ladder •••• They not merely have their own 
set of followers, but they have more or less power to 
dominate the little bosses of whom I have already spoken. 
" Then we get another grade. Usually men of a good 
deal of brain force, though not of necessity well-educatei. 
They influence all below them by being better informed, 
and by being more far-seeing •••• They, too, are usu-
ally in poll tics for a llving, and so can take the 
trouble to work for ends for which the men with other 
work have no time. They don't need the great personal 
popularity of those I have just mentioned, but they need 
far more skill and braln •••• Naturally, in a dozen or 
twenty . men, there will be grades, and very often a single 
man will be able to dominate them all, just as the smaller 
bosses dominate the smaller men. And this man the papers 
call a boss of a ward. Then when these various ward 
bosses endeavor to unite for general purposes, the 2 
strongest man will sway them, and be boss of the city. 
of the City, p. 399). Cleveland apparently did have an ir-
regular liaison with a widow who gave birth to a child, the 
paternity of whom was uncertain. Cleveland, however, ac-
cepted the responsibility and provided for the rearing of the 
child (see "What Ne Think About It Now," The Nation, XXXIX 
[Aug.?, 1884], pp. 106-7). Peter Stirling also resembles 
Cleveland in his insistence upon pure milk and water for poor 
people. As mayor of Buffalo Cleveland encouraged the board of 
health in its efforts to clean up dairies and close up dirty 
wells (see Nevins, Grover Cleveland, p. 90). Both Cleveland 
and Stirling married women muCh younger than themselves. 
1Ford, The Honourable .Peter stirling (New York: Henry 
Holt and Co., 1894), p. 281. 
2Ibid., pp. 281-282. 
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And that is what Peter Stirling is. Peter points out, however, 
that his power is derived from his ability to get people to 
vote for him, and if he should ever be defeated three times 
running, he would lose all of his power. As for bosses, Peter 
explains: 
"I have not found them so bad. They are quite as honest, 1 
unselfish, and reasonable as the average of mankind •••• " 
The Honourable Peter Stirling marks one step in the 
literary metamorphosis of the boss. Far from the crude, 
il l iterate villain of the eighties, the boss which Ford ere-
ates is a gentleman after the hearts of all of those who have 
wanted polish, education, and complete honesty in their poli-
tica l leaders. Peter Stirling, though of humble beginnings, 
is a graduate of Harvard Law School who starts practicing 
among the tenement dwellers of New York City. He has never 
been known to take a bribe, trade a vote (much less buy one), 
or tell an untruth (except once, when it meant saving the 
reputation of a friend). Although he goes into saloons to 
talk to the men, he never takes a drink, and he swears only 
once. (When strikers ask him to disband his state guard unit 
for the sake of votes, he feels this calls for strong language 
and shouts, "Votes be damned~'') 
Peter Stirling is as "absolutely" upright as A.lexander 
Larkin, but he has something that Aleck lacked: a social 
conscience. This was to be the distinguishing ingredient of 
the boss novels in the years after 1900. This was the 
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criterion of morality which would threaten the place of the 
business man in the hearts of the American people and attempt 
the substitution of a new folk-hero, the politica l boss. 
Like Peter Stirling, the new post-1900 fictional boss 
was popular because he promoted the interests of the common 
man. But, unlike Stirling he remained a com:.non man himself. 
He was uncouth, unlettered, often unscrupulous. He was all 
that the reformers in the eighties and nineties had said he 
was; but he was the new knight-errant of democratic materi-
alism. He was only one manifestation of the revolt against 
the old middle-class virtues. In the course of the new search 
for truth, not only the political boas but also the prostitute 
and the criminal were found to have a great deal of "good" in 
them. The ideals of the French Enlightenment which so in-
fluenced Jeffersonian democracy with the belief in the essen-
tial nobility of man and the value of the individual led from 
an emphasis on the equality of the ordinary or sub-ordinary 
man to a conviction of his superiority. 
Thus the philosophy which had been the basis for How-
ells's democratic realism was now the foundation for molding 
the truth in a new way: it led to the gross idealization of 
the common man, who not in spite of his failings, but rather 
almost because of them, proved his preeminence; he had unmis-
takably severed his ties with respectability. 
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No longer a villain, the boss, then, became a loveable 
rogue; a twen t:;ieth century Robin· Hoed whose thieveries were on 
a vast scale, but whose heart wa s touched by the poor widow or 
orphan. Tom Gallegher, the boss in Drewitt's Drea m (1902) 
says: 
". • • I made money circulat e among poor voters, and in 
that way I made it possible for thousands of men and women 
to provide themselves with food ind coal and clothes. And 
the rich people paid the taxes." 
The reform candidate in Robertson 1 s "It I Were a M..a.n" {1899} 
admits: 
11 
• I know that those who regard you [the boss Dolli-
ver] as wholly bad wrong you; for many poor people love 
you. You spend your money generously, whatever may be 
the methods by whi ch you get it. You stan~ by your 
friends, and you keep your promises .••• 
In Harrison Robertson's The Opponents (1902} the politician 
and boss Morgan Tunstall is said to be " neither dishonest nor 
corrupt.n3 But J. Devlin--Boss (1901) is perhaps the most 
extreme apologia of them all. Francis Churchill lf'lilliams 
states his purpose: 
Jimmy, taking his beating with c lenched teeth and dry eyes; 
Jimmy, hurrying to the bedside of some stricken worker; 
Jimmy whose face softened at the sound of a woman's voice, 
1w. L. Alden, Drewitt 1 s Drea m (New York: D. Appleton 
and Co., 1902), p. 260. Tfiis is similar to the claim of the 
business man Van Harrington in Herrick's Memoirs of An American 
Citizen ( [ New York: The Macmillan Co., 1905], p. 250). The 
difference is that the novelists approved of or overlooked 
behavior in the boss which they disapproved of in the business 
man. 
2Harrison Robertson, 11 If 1 Were a Man" (New York: 
Charles ocribner's Sons, 1899), p. 134. 
3Robertson, The Opponents (New York: Charles Scrib-
ner's Sons, 1902), p. 105. 
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and whose arms made a cradle at a baby's touch; Jimmy 
whose heart was over-big for his plain, strong body ,--
this, as well as the J immy whose tireless brain wove the 
politica l destinies of a city's thousands, is the J-immy 
I would have you know. 
To the world he was a Boss. To a few he was a man. 
That t hose who know of a " Jinnny" in his public chara c-
ter may, after reading this story, think sometimes of h i m 
as one with long ings, disappointments and joys a kin to 
their own is t he wish of the Author.l 
It was an understanda b le reaction to the many years when most 
people, like the old fisherman in J. Devlin--Boss felt that 
"A pol'tician's a g ood b i t like a skunk . Looks inn'cent 
'nough till y' tackle him. n2 
The boss is g iven credit not only for ministering to 
the material needs of his people--the picture of the boss 
handing out food and clothes to the poor is a fa miliar one 
in these novels--but also for being a sympathetic friend to 
the new and conf used immigrant.3 
Harvey Saylor, the boss in The Plum Tree by David 
Graham Phillips, has few endearing qualities; yet the author 
would have us feel that he has in him the mixture of qualities 
1Francis Churchill Williams, J. Devlin--Boss (Boston: 
Lothrop Publishing Co., 1901), foreword, p. 7. 
2 I b id., p. 401. 
3see Al fred Henry Lewis, Richard Croker (New York: 
Life Pub l ishing Co., 1901), p. 98. Lewis also wrote The Boss 
(1903), a politica l nove l based upon the life of Richard 
Croker. Both are sympa thetic treatments. 
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to al l men. "In me " Saylor, " --in one--common , says every 
there's a beast and a man. 111 Shacklett, too (in Walter Barr's 
Sba clcle tt) is a mixture with a preponderance of good; a friend 
comments: 
" It looks--like that man Shacklett--would--let g o--of his 
life--to keep some other fellow--out of trouble •••• 
He's a kind o 1 cross between a good woman and a devil. • • • 11 2 
As the boss rose in the novelists' estimation, the 
reformer fel l . At least four novels set out to contrast the 
reformer and the boss: Warren's The Land · of the Living, 1ark 
Lee Luther's The Bench.lMn (1902), Arthur Col ton's Port Argent 
(1 904), and Harrison Robertson's The Opponents (1902). If 
the bosses were symbols of democratic uncouthness, the re-
formers were symbols of aristocratic r e spectability. The pro-
totypes were probably the Civil ~ervice reformers of the nine-
teenth century. As one writer puts it: "What reformers really 
yearn for, is not so much honesty, as having fellow-gentlemen 
for rulers, instead of coa rse-mannered fe l lows. . . . 
1Phi l lins The Plum Tree (Indianapolis: The Bobbs-
Merrill Co., 1905), p . 388 . 
2
walter Barr, Shacklett (New York: D. Appleton and 
Co., 1901), p. 201. 
3payne, The Mil l s of Ma n , p. 293. 
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In The land of the Living, Big John Callahan, the boss, 
and Henry Furlong, the young promising reformer, compete for 
the alle giance of Hugh liJ.acDerrn.ott, an orp):lan whom Callahan 
has rescued from the street. Furlong proves to be a complete 
politica l opportunist who will not even stick by his friends, 
whereas Callahan's kindness never falters. The issue in the 
book is between nca l lahan 1 s great heart" and " the white prin-
ciples of Sir Ga lahad, ttl which are never put into practice. 
I n Port Argent the theme is similar: the contrast between the 
man of words ("a chin-waggin 1 preacher" ) and the man of deeds 
("If I wants a job, I says the word to Murphy, an 1 he s peaks 
the word maybe to Hennion an' he gets me a job. • • .112 The 
Henchman pits Bernard Graves <writer, poet and reformer--
another man of words) a gainst Ca l vin Ross Shelby, a pol itician 
who hasn't paid much attention to moral principles on his way 
up. Whe n Shelby fina l ly reaches t he pol itical hei ghts he 
proves he knows what is right and will do it. He despises men 
like Graves who think they are " 1 too damned good for 1 ' ' poli-
II I tics; ~ it's the lily~fingered people of your stripe who make 
reform a byword and a 1aughing-stock.l 11 3 In each of these vol-
umes a woman is as ked to choose between the reformer and the 
1Maude Radford Warren~ The Land 
York: Harper and Bros., 19081, p. 131. 
2 c Arthur · olton, Port Argent (New 
and Co., 1904 ), p . 71. 
3·Luthe~, The Henchman (New York: 
1902 )", p • 7 3. 
of the Living (New 
York: Henry Holt 
The Macmillan Co., 
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politician for a husband; and in each case, though she almost 
succumbs to the reformer, she sees his true character in 
time to choose the red-blooded politician. 1 
These novels serve to indicate the climate of the 
times and to reveal the novelist's answer to the problem: 
why couldn't the reformers reform? Brand Whitlock, who 
served as mayor of Toledo for four terms before he began 
writing his novels, writes that "I came to know both species 
pretty well, and, in the l ater connotations of the term, I 
prefer the politician. He, at least, is human." 2 In Colton's 
Port Argent it is said of the reformer: there ain't 
any real democracy in him ." and in Elliott Flower's The 
Spoilsman ( 1903) an ''enlightened'' reformer explains that the 
11 average reformer!! is "•so busy being honest that he hasn't 
time for anything else. The minor individual interests or 
his constituents are too insignificant to hold his atten-
tion •••• 1 n3 The reformer lacked, or at least was thought 
to lack, the sympathy for humanity which was the backbone of 
1 In The Land of the Living , the choice is actually 
between the reformer and the protege of the boss, but the im-
plications are the same. Only in The Opponents does the lady 
wed the reformer and in that c~se the deciding factor is the 
death of the boss. 
2Whitlock, Forty Years of It, p. 221. 
3Flower, The Spoilsmen (~oston: L. C. Page and Co., 
190 3 ) ' p. 22 3 • 
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the boss's power. Refusing for the most part to soil his 
hands with politics, the reformer organized pressure groups 
to enact and enforce laws--especially those having to do with 
vice and crime--which he felt would purify government. The 
human needs and problew~ behind excessive drinking , thievery, 
and prostitution were not considered; the problems that re-
mained after saloons and houses of prostitution were closed, 
and after baseball games were prohibited on Sundays, never 
occurred to many of these reformers. Their work was done. 1 
In short, the feeling, largely justified, was that these were 
upper middle-class gentlemen trying to impose their will upon 
their inferiors. 
Furthermore, these writers say, the reformer in office 
was often not as trustworthy aa the politician. The politi-
cian usually prided himself on keeping his word and looking 
after his friends; but the reformer, probably partly because 
he was so new in the game, tried to please everybody and hence 
2 
could be trusted by no one. The reformer also was often a 
businessman who supported reform only as long as his own revenue 
was not interfered with. Lewis in The Boss gives us an amusing 
scene when three leading citizens call on Big Kennedy to dis-
cuss reform. Big Kennedy starts out as moral as anybody. 
1 See, for example, Ford, 'llie Honours ble Peter Stirl.ing, 
pp. 292-3; Warren, The Land of the Living, p. 157; and Whitlock, 
Forty Years of It, p. 239. 
2This thesis was presented subsequently in Steffens, 
Autobiography, p. 328; and Whitlock, Forty Years of It, p. 229. 
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"We're not on l y goin' to clean up th' town, gents, '~ said 
Big Kennedy unctuous l y, "but Tammany Hall as well • . There's 
to be no more corruption, no more blackmail •••• " 
One reformer, a reputable old gentleman, says the first thing 
to go should be the gambling dens. 
"Now on those points," responded the personage of real 
estate dubious l y, ni should say that we ought to proceed 
slowly. You can't rid the community of vice; history show~ 
it to be impossible." 
He suggests other, more pressing needs for reform--the enforce-
ment of sidewa l k and street ordinances. This brings objec-
tions from the reputable old gentleman and they begin quarrel-
ing among themselves. Whe n Big Kennedy suggests closing down 
the ~aloons, the wholesale grocer objects. They finally go o~t, 
leaving Big Kennedy to run the city. 
"An' that's th 1 last we'll see of 'em," said Big Kennedy, 
with a laugh. "~o cat enjoys havin' nis own tail shut in 
th' door. • • • " 
This was probably the most potent deterrent to per-
manent reform--this hold that business interests had over gov-
ernment and the hold that the lure of monetary success had 
over the minds of the people. This is the thesis of The Plum 
Tree: 
"Bad f or Business ~ " --the most potent of poll tica 1 slogans. 
And it will inevitab ly result some day in the concentra-
tion of absolute power, politica l and all other kinds, in 
the hands of the few who are strongest and c l everest. For 
they can make the people bitterly regret and speedily re-
pent having tried to correct abuses; and the people, to 
save their dollars, will sacrifice their liberty. I doubt 
if they wil l , in our time at least, learn to see far 
enough to realize .that who captures . their liberty captures 
1tewis, The Boss (New York·. A S Barnes and Co 190~) • • • , ,.1 , 
PP • 158-165. 
1 
them and, therefore, their dollars too. 
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For ~aylor, the boss of The Plum Tree, gets his power purely 
through economic methods. He boasts: 'tThe hand that holds 
the purse strings is the hand that rules •• . . Lewis 
in The Boss says that the boss is "the Man with the Money'' 
and that "money is the mainspring ~f practical politics.n3 
This is true, not only in municipal politics, as in The Boss, 
and in national politics, as in The Plum Tree, but also in 
state politics, as in The Second . Gener~tion, in which James 
Weber Linn explains how the lobbyist of a business concern 
can buy a legislature.4 Again, in Winston Churchill's Conis-
ton, Jethro Bass first controls politics in his area because 
he nolds most of the mortgages. 
The truth is that the ordinary citizen wanted money 
just as much as the boss ~nd he was deceived by the boss into 
thinking he was better off with the direct but uncertain 
handout than with honest government. As Callahan says in The 
Land of the Living: 
1 Phillips, The Plum Tree, pp. 50-51. 
2 Ibid., p. 127. 
3Lewis, The Boss, pp. 223-4. See pp. 246-8 for a 
description of how .the boss and a business man could combine 
to make their investment pay. Lewis also stresses the economic 
motive in politics in another political novel, The President 
(1904). 
4Linn, The Second · Generation (New York: The Macmillan 
Co., 1902), pp. 212-215. A picture of an unusual . boss is given 
us by Flower in The Spoilsmen--a boss whoshunned monetary ~ain 
and was in politics "for the fun of the thing .••• "(p. 64) 
Morgan Tunstall of Robertson's The Opponents is also -in politics 
ttfor the game, not for the stakes'' (p. 68). 
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••• in this counthry all we love is money •••• Well, 
now, as long as we love money as we do, these little 
spasms of reform an1 honesty aren't worth the powder to 
blow them up ••.• 
This was the truth that Lincol n Steff ens was finding out 
during this same period. As he travelled around the United 
States, he was looking for the theory of government which 
would bring lasting reform to the cities mired in corruption. 
He found that reform governments would be put in, only to be 
thrown back out. He found in St. Louis that the people were 
only made angry by the exposure of corruption in their city 
and refused to listen; he found that a change in the system 
was followed by just as much corruption as before. He was 
forced to conclude: 
••• no one class is at fault, nor any one breed, nor 
any particular interest or group of interests. The mis-
government of th~ American people is misgovernment by the 
American people. 
He admits that it is the business man who is 
• • • the chief source of corruption, and it were a boon 
if he would neglect politics. But it is not the business 
man that neglects politics; that worthy is the good citi-
zen. • • • He too is busy, he is the one that has no use 
and therefore no time for politics •••• ; 
But there is hope, not alone despair, in the commer-
cialism of our politics. If our political leaders are 
to be always a lot of political merchants, they will 
supply any demand we may create. All we have to ao is 
to estab l ish a steady demand for good government. 
1 . 
Warren, The Land of the Living, p. 110. 
2 Steffens, The Shame of the Cities (New York: 
Phillips and Co., 1904), p. 4. l'iicClure 
3rbid., p. 5· 
4rbid., p. 8. 
' 
282 
He concludes that it is the politician who should be in 
politics with the people to "punish him when he gives bad 
[politics] and reward him when he gives good; make politics 
1 pay.'' 
Phillips, in The Plum_Tree, is perhaps the most pess-
imistic of ever attaining good government among a people 
"whose permanent idea l is wealth, no matter how got or how 
2 
used." As Lewis points out in The Boss, the people in their 
constant clamor for reform and their refusal to support it, 
were proving themselves hypocrites. Young Morton, the busi-
ness man in league with the boss, explains the phenomenon to 
the reformer, the Reverend Bronson: 
"And speaking of 'reform' as we employ the term in poli-
tics: The town, in honesty, never desires it; and that's 
why somebody must forever attend on 'reform' to keep it 
from falling on its blun~ering nose and knees by holding 
it up by the tail •••• 
He says New York puts in reform like a drunkard signing the 
pledge, and takes no notice of it thereafter. '''A rule should 
ever fit a people, and it ever does ••.• '"4 
The tas k before those who would reform the moral stan-
dards of the people was actually one of convincing them that 
their best interests would be served by honest government. 
If the people were interested only in making money, they would 
1 Ibid., p . 25. See also Ford, The Honourable Peter 
Stirling, pp . 291-2; and Williams, J. Devlin--Boss, p. 445. 
2 Pp. 380-l. 
3Lewis, The Boss, pp. 382-3. 
4Ibid., P• 383. 
have to be shown that corrupt government cost them more. But 
there were immediate improvements which could be made in city 
governments. Robert Barr in The Victors (1901) defends the 
boss, indicating that what is really needed is a Civil Ser-
1 
vice appointment system for cities. Home rule for cities 
2 
was undoubtedly another worthwhile reform, as was the new 
city manager type or commission type of city government. Yet 
the bosses could get control of these systems too, if they 
were allowed to do so. One thing seemed to work in one city, 
while another method worked in another. The general trend, 
in the period when getting rid of the boss seemed to be essen-
tial, was toward more direct government. This was the era 
of the popularization of the referendum and the recall. But 
as the tradition of good government grew, the swing was back 
again to representative government, with the power as well as 
the responsibility fixed in one or two men who could be removed 
by the people if they did not use their power rightly. There 
was some justification in Shacklett's pronouncement to his 
wife: 
"That's the mistake that people make, my dear, exactly 
where they make a mistake. They try to stop the ma~hine 
when they ought to use it for . their own .ends. ~ •• ? 
1Barr, The Victors (New York: Frederick A. Stokes Co., 
1901), p. 536 • . George Washington Plunkitt believes that civil 
service reform is hard on the boss and his spoils system, de-
claring that 11 civil service is sappin' the foundation of the 
whole shoot in! .match" (Wil1iam L. Riordan, Plunki tt of Taiilrilany 
Hall [New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1943], p. 18). 
2
see Whitlock, F~rtyYears . of . It, p .~ 211. 
3walter Barr, Shacklett, p. 335· 
284 
But while these novelists as well as other muckra kers, 
.were partially responsible for changes in the national moral 
climate, at the same time they were, not surprisingly, victims 
of it. For is not their new-found admiration for the political 
boss an admiration for his power and a part of the nat i on-wide 
worship of the strang man which had previously had the business-
! 
man as its object? Was not the boss the supreme example of 
the rags-to-riches legend? Wealthy, powerful, philanthropic, 
. 2 
he had, however, never become pretenti ous or snobbish. He 
was, in fact, Robin: Hooc, Horatio Alger and Andrew Jackson all 
rolled into one. 
In reality, the novelists in these volumes, while con-
dernning the businessman, give their approva l to the methods 
3 by which the businessman reached success, for there can be 
no clearer example of the application of the jungle law to 
civilization than the rise of a boas. The politician of the 
earlier novels was c ontrolled by the money of the business man; 
he was a hireling . Here he has become a big business man 
himself. The typica l careers are traced in Lewis's The Boss, 
Phillips's The Plum Tree; Wil l iams 1 s J . • · Devl i n--Boss, Warren's 
The Land of the Living, Walter Barr, Shac klett, Robertson's 
The Opponents, and Churchill's Coniston. The evidence in 
1see Grant C. Knight, The St r enuous Age in American 
Literature (Chape l Hill: The Vniverslty of North Carolina Press, 
1954), which points out the emphasis on the " strong man" in 
literature between 1900 and 1910. 
2r refer, of course, to the boss in fiction. 
3Richard Hofstadter (Socia l Darwinism in American Thought) 
shows the extent to which the "surviva l of the fittest" theory 
permeated American life. 
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these novels is corroborated by such contemporary non-fictional 
accounts as Lewis's biography, Richard Croker (1901); Henry 
Champernowne•s The Boss (1894), which pretends to be a hand-
book for bosses; and William L. Riordon's Plunkitt of Tamrnanl 
Hall (1905), which is a series of comments by Boss Plunkitt 
recorded by a contemporary newsman. As Old Mike says in 
Lewis 1 s The Boss : 
"Politics is a game where losers lose all; it's like1war, sure, only no one 1 s kilt--at any rate, not so many.'' 
Old Mike•s successor, Big John Kennedy, gives his successor in 
turn the following advice: 
"Think first, last, an' all th' time of yourself. You 
may not be of account to othe2s, but you're the whole box 
of tricks to yourself •••• " 
The boss of a big city, then, was one who had survived a good 
deal, and had beaten his competitors in the field physically 
and logistically. Lewis feels that Richard Croker is worth 
writing about because he is 11 the most potential figure of the 
greatest city of the greatest state of the greatest country of 
the world •••• "3 In Linn's The Second Generation, the pub-
lisher Northrop spends a lifetime trying to beat the boss 
Chris Wheeler. After Wheeler dies, Northrop says of him: 
1 P. 69. 
2Lewis, The Boss, p. 209. See the statement by the 
"reformed" reformer AI"Qee in Colton's Port Argent (p. 311): 
"Men are brothers by blood or interest, but for the rest they 
fight the old war that began before the earth had a decent 
crust to cover its chaos. Brotherhood of wildcats~" 
3Lewis, Richard Croker, p. xv. 
"He was a strong man--a terribly strong man. • • • I 1 
never could have beaten him; he had to bea t himself. 
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Shacklett is an example of the strong man who wins not only 
in politics but in love. Mary Stoddard chooses to marry 
Shacklett, whose moral principles are somewhat wobbly, rather 
than the upright minister of the Gospel, because Shacklett 
has more potentiality. She feels that she can persuade him 
to use his " 1 power and privileges for good.' tt 2 In Churchill 1 s 
Coniston, Cynthia Ware--young, tender, refined--falls in love 
with Jethro Bass, the uneducated, coarse country boss. She 
was in love "with Strength, in the crudest form in which it is 
created, perhaps, but yet with Strength. The strength might 
n3 gradually and eventually be refined. • • • The same quality 
appeals later to Cynthia Wetherell, Cynthia Ware's daughter: 
"Even as he [Jethro] was spea king a thrill of admiration ran 
through Cynthia, piercing her sorrow. The superb strength of 
the man was there in that simple confession, and it is in the 
nature of woman to admire strength. 114 
In the boss novel, the complete triumph of the common 
man is celebrated.5 The aristocrat--the gentleman with his 
1925), 
1 p. 291. 
2
walter Barr, Shacklett, p. 348. 
3Churchil l , Coniston (New York: The Ma cmillan Co., 
p. 44. 
4 Ibid., p. 393. 
5The type has recently appeared in modern dress: Edwin 
O'Connor's The Last Hurrah (1956). Frank Skeffington is a bit 
more complicated and more sophisicated than these early types 
but the basic elements are still there: Frank is hard, cleve~, 
but kind to the poor, whence comes his power. 
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disdain for the material and his love for culture, propriety, 
and literacy--has been removed from politics by the novelist. 
It was only a short step to the removal of the novelist 
himself from any alliance with formal education, genteel 
society or even polished literary style, so that he could 
pursue his study of the common man free of either bias or 
the suspicion of it. 
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PART THREE 
SUM1'..ffiRY AND CONCLUSIONS 
CHAPTER I 
AMERICAN POLITICS AND THE AMERICAN POLITICAL NOVEL: 
A SUWM.RY 
The Political Novel and Its Milieu 
The preceding pages have indicated the reaction of 
political novelists to American. poli tica 1 movements and to 
personal pressures in enough detail, I hope, to indicate how 
complex such movements are and how inadequate the word "reac-
tion 11 is to describe the associations between a writer and his 
culture. It should be understood, of course, that the novel-
ist both as writer and as citizen is helping to create the 
culture which is in turn exerting its influence on him and 
that this process is constant and indivisible. If we keep 
in mind the dangers involved in over-simplifying the influences 
between writer and environment, we may proceed to a summary of 
the ideClS of the period which, though it sacrifice nuances, 
will contribute to clarity and provide a necessary background 
for the final discussion of the place of the political novel 
in America n letters. Let us then consider in brief the phil-
osophica l and political milieu of the period and the response 
of the novelists to it and secondarily the probabilities of 
the success of their novels as didactic instruments--that is, 
their influence upon pol itical history. 
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It is not uncommon for political, economic and lit-
erary historians, seeing a marked change between the attitudes 
and ideas of the nineteenth century and those of the twentieth, 
to consider 1900 or thereabouts as marking the beginning of 
1 the modern temper. After the prejudice of the human mind in 
favor of dealing with round centuries has been recognized, 
there still seems to be considerable justification for such a 
division. Philosophically nineteenth century America was a 
child of the Enlightenment. The organization of a new gov-
ernment offered an opportunity to put into practice on a large 
scale the ideas of John Locke and Jean Jacques Rousseau. From 
English and French pol itical theorists (Locke and Rousseau in 
particular) came certain seminal ideas which found in the 
new country an environment favorable to their propagation. 
From Locke came the idea of the "social compact 11 theory of 
government, by which he meant that men joined together to form 
governments in order to preserve certain natural rights belong-
ing to them and specifically the rights of life, liberty and 
property. Since the government was formed voluntarily by the 
people, they could at any time dissolve it and form another. 2 
1some examples: Farrington, o~. cit.; Henry Steele 
Commager, The American .Mind; Harlanr Ha~qher, ereatin~ the Modern 
American Novel; F'red. Lewis Pattee, Ihe New American 1terature · 
Claude rt. Flory~ Economic Criticism in American Fiction; Walte; 
Fuller Taylor, Lhe Economic Novel in America . 
2William Kelley Wright, A History of Moctern Philosophy 
(New York: The Macmillan Co., 1941), p. 16?. 
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In Locke also appeared the ideas of equality in a state of 
nature and separation of governmental powers which were to 
find their way into the Dec l aration of Independence and the 
Constitution. The idea of property rights, particularly the 
ri ghts of a man to possession of land which he has enclosed 
and tilled, can be traced back to Locke. 
Perhaps even more influential in the new country were 
the thinking and personality of Rousseau. His Social Con-
tract (1762) recognize.s the politica l ri ghts of every citizen; 
laws to protect '' natural ri ghts " are imposed by the people 
1 themse l ves. Primary in his thinking was the be l ief in the 
innate goodness of man and in his perfectib ility, with its 
attendant idea of progress. No less important was Rousseau's 
II , I I 2 primitivism or noble-sava ge conception. All ' of these ideas 
were particularly congenial to a frontier society. Not only 
did they bolster the se l f-r espect and se l f-con f idence of the 
ordinary citizen, they could give rise to the suspicion that 
the frontiersman was even better than his sophisticated country-
man; that farmers, being closer to Mother Nature, were closer 
to God; that the outdoor life was to be preferred to the in-
door; that the unpolished, uncouth citizen was likely to be 
1Ibid., PP • 236-7. 
2 In the English romant i c poets, and s pecifi cally in 
Wordsworth this primitivism of cours e gives rise to a respect 
for the s peech of bumble f olk, t o a revolt in genera l against 
the artificia l ities of civilization and to a return to nature . 
(see ,the discussion on this subject in David Daiches, Literature 
and Societz [London, Victor Gollancz, Ltd., 1938], pp. 188-9l 
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more honest than the man encumbered with the artifices of 
society. There were even philological repercussions. A word 
like Hrugged, 11 which orig inally meant "uncouth, unpolished, 
lacking refinement'' could come colloquially to mean "strong, 
1 powerful, healthy, robust." And, because education was asso-
elated with civilization, it could give rise to the idea 
(which Rousseau, being a strong advocate of education, would 
never have harbored} that the ignorant man (or writer, or 
politician) was superior to the educated one. 
These are some of the ramifications of a philosophy 
which was the very foundation of a democratic government. 
But there was another major influence upon American 
politics in the nineteenth century: Engl ish liberal thought 
as formulated by Adam Smith in The Wealth of Nations (1776) 
and by subseouent members of the school. Here the emphasis 
was not upon a land-based economy but upon industrialism. 
Self-interest was seen to be the ch~f motivation of mankind; 
and a laissez faire governmental attitude toward industry pre-
vailed. Bince both the Prench Enlightenment and English 
liberal thought were individualistic and opposed (for slightly 
different reasons) to governmental interference, it is not 
difficult to see why socialism made little headway in the 
United States until the twentieth century. 
Jefferson's thinking is heavily wei ghted not only 
with the ideas of Locke and Rousseau but also with those of 
1The Winston Dictionary· (College ed., 19L5) 855 
- Lj- , p. • 
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the F'rench Physiocrats. The salient points of Physiocratic 
theory which Jefferson adopted are (1) the emphasis upon 
individual ri ghts, (2) a be l ief that land is the source of 
wealth, and (3) adherence to the doctrine of laissez faire, 
laissez passer. (The Physiocratic advocacy of a single tax 
on land was to turn up later in the writings of Henry George.) 
Besides these ideas, Jefferson believed in political control 
by an aristocracy of the able a nd intelligent who would govern 
in the best interests of the masses. Under Andrew Jackson the 
theory of democracy was broadened; property rights for vot-
ing were abolished and universal manhood suffrage was estab-
lished. And with the infusion of hoi polloi into govern-
mental positions, the rights of the people to govern as well 
as to choose their governors was established. 
The combination of universal suf fra ge, demagoguery, 
materialism, and self-interest snowballed into a mad r ush for 
money which reached almost intolerable proportions after the 
Civil War. The laissez faire principle was l argely abandoned 
as g overnment was en1ist ed in the aid of a burgeoning indus-
trialism. 
I n general political nove l ists in the nineteenth cen-
tury upheld the ideals of political equa l ity, humanitarianism, 
and agrarianism of the En~ightenment. They abhorred the 
materialism, acquisitiveness, politica l corruption of the age; 
and although some shrank from the excesses of the mob, they 
loathed the mercantile interests to such an extent tha t 
they were driven to an alliance with the democracy. Bracken-
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ridge championed universal suffrage but worked to control the 
inflammatory populace by demanding strict adherence to laws 
and constitutions. Cooper, early a proponent of equal politi-
cal rights and agrarianism, came more and more to stress the 
importance of property rights over personal rights. Of the 
other early novelists, Paulding retained his equalitarianism 
most consistently while Kennedy remained the spokesman for the 
mercanti l e c l asses. 
As the business interests rose to power in the North, 
Calhoun was leading the ~outh in a similar direction. Reject-
ing the humanitarian and equa li ta rian ideals of J·effers on ian 
agrarianism, he retained from the old Virginia traditions 
only the belief in a weak central government and developed 
from it the theory that individual states have the power to 
nullify acts of the Federal Government. He discarded French 
romantic theory to advocate a democratic state patterned 
after the ancient Greeks in which slavery, far from being a 
moral and political evil, was seen to be '' the most safe and 
stable basis for free institutions i n the world." 1 Nathaniel 
B. Tucker's The Partisan Leader is the fictional embodiment 
of Calhoun's ideas. 
Meanwhile the ideals of the Enlightenment which had 
been nourished in New England by the transcendentalists, by 
romantic poets and by Free Soilers had taken the popular form 
of abolit i onism, choking out realist~c protestations by some 
1Quoted in Farrington, op. cit., II, 80. 
295 
New England merchants who could see nothing but profit in the 
slave trade. John Brown, a rather pathetic and misguided 
radical, became the symbol of liberty, equality, and frater-
nity. After the conflict, one of the most famous American 
carpetbaggers, Albion W. Tourgee >recorded the largely unsuc-
cessful efforts of a northern missionary to revive the demo-
cratic faith in the section of its birth. 
In the years after the Civil War the ideals of the 
Enlightenment all but perished. The abolitionists had com-
pleted their mis.sion and had retired to find such non-political 
outlets for their idealism as the propagation of Unitarianism 
or the cultivation of genteel society. Industrialization was 
proceeding apace and with it a new ethic provided by the 
English eighteenth century liberals. Progress was enthroned 
and its handmaidens were acquiescence in speculation and pur-
suit of self-interest. The theory of laissez faire had been-
altered slightly to allow the government to lend its aid to 
certain groups--specifically the industralists; for, what was 
good for industry was good for America. The publication of 
Darwin's Origin of Species (1859) and Herbert Spencer's First 
Principles (1860-62) lent credence to the view that those who 
survived the dog-eat-dog melee were the fittest. ~n unre-
strained spirit of economic optimism prevailed. Here the 
political novelists part company with the prevailing ideals of 
the times. 
It was difficult for men nurtured by the romantic 
idealism of the new country to find the great democratic dream 
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of the founding fathers subverted by a money-mad middle class. 
Democracy had seemed to be the best possible governmental 
system and it was not working. Mark Twain, John ~. De Forest 
and Henry Adams could really see no way to end the orgy of 
materialism. Through their novels they chided their fellow 
~ountrymen, criticized governmental corruption, speculation, 
and capitalism, but ' they held out little hope for imp~ovement. 
Their rea ction, finally, to the ebullient optimism of their 
contemporaries was withdrawal and pessimism. Other gentlemen 
on the upper fringes of the middle class called for a return 
to the simple virtues of honesty, courage, patriotism and 
devotion to duty on the part of citizens and their elected 
representatives; they held out some hope for improvement by 
reform of the Civil Service system. 
In the 1880's it became apparent to large groups of 
the citizenry that elimination of corruption in government was 
not sufficient to eliminate the inequalities that seemed in-
compatible with the traditiona l American dream. As Howells 
put it: 
• after fifty years of opti~istic content with 11 civili-
Zc:t tion '' and its ability to come out all right in the end, 
I now abhor it, and feel that it is coming out all wrong 
in the eni, unless it bases itself anew on a real 
equality. 
Business men amassed large fortunes while the men who worked 
for them were near starvation. If a business man closed down 
1 -Quoted in Alfred ~azin, On Native Grounds (Garden 
City, N. Y.~ Doubleday and Co., Inc., 1956), p. ?• 
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his factory for a few months to create shortages which would 
in turn bring about higher prices, hundreds of men might be 
thrown out of work. But under the rationale encouraged by 
Spencer and in turn by his American disciple John Fiske this 
was nature's way of eliminating the unfit in the battle of 
life. If the farmers were at the mercy of the Eastern bankers 
who manipulated prices and of the railroads which fixed rates 
to their own advantage, they were consoled by the reminder 
that this was progress. But the suspicion grew that something 
was wrong with the system; the dia gnoses indicate the dichotomy 
of philosophies in the last d ecade of the century. Farmers 
and laborers clung on the one hand to the old agrarianism and 
on the other hand to the force~ of socialism. 
The farmers held that the government was now helping 
those who required help least--the business interests. What 
was needed was a return to a true laissez faire. Government 
should go back to its old function of mere policeman. Others 
felt that free competition was thoroughly discreditea. One 
theorist wrote, 
It is rather late in the day to talk of " open competi-
tion11 as a panacea for all so cia 1 ills. Those who really 
wish . to trust to Natural Selection in its . original form, 
which operates by the extinction of the unfit, must be 
ready to strip the human race of a l l the painfully won 
results of civilis~tion ~nd to return, first to barbarism, 
and then to a general scramble for nuts in the primeval 
forest--out of which scramble, however, Natura 1 ~e l ection, 
in its gradually ascending forms, would some day build up 
civilised society again. Open competition might give 
results of some value if every one were to start fair, 
run on hi~ own legs and carry e qual weight; but open com-
petition between one man in a sack with a buncile on his 
shoulders, another on a good horse, and a third in an 
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express train is a farce, and a some!hat cruel one, when 
the race is being run for dear life. 
There were many who saw some kind of socialism as tne 
answer. The vhristian socialists took the ethical approach; 
heavily imbued with humanitarianism they tried to persuade 
the rich of their obligations to the poor and went back to the 
founder of Christianity for pronouncements on the virtues of 
having material gooa~ in common. Some were willing to settle 
for the right of employees to share in industrial profits 
(e. g., Tourgee in Murvale ~stman). Edward Bellamy and the 
Utopians discarded selfishness ~nd competition as tenable 
motivations ctnd de vised a society in which "there is absolutely 
no way in which an official, however ill-disposed, could 
possibly make any profit for himself or any one else by a 
2 
misuse of his power." Although these movements were largely 
middle class in origin, there was an attempt to make their 
countrymen aware of the plight of the laboring man; coopera-
tively owned industries were suggested (~s in Francis A. 
Adams' The Transgressors). 
Despite infiltration of the ideas of Darwin, Spencer, 
Laurence Gronlund and to some extent Karl IV!arx, the hand of 
Jefferson lay heavy upon the pens of the protesters. Bellamy 
with his democratic and peaceful evolution to a social state 
in which the r e is only one class--and that middle class and 
1David Ritchie, Darwinism and Politics (New York: 
Charles Scribner's :::ions, 1895), p. vi. 
2Bellamy, Looking Backward, p. 61. 
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somewhat genteel, seemea closer to Brook Farm and Fourier 
than to Karl Marx and his proletarian class struggle •1 Henry 
George harked back to the Physiocrats and "throughout his 
writings ran a strong current of democratic sympathy and 
democratic idealism. 112 Deterministic ideas, whether inspired 
by Darwin or merely left over from Dei~m or Calvinism, were 
optimistic and Christian. Julian Leete recalls the lines 
rrom Tennyson's 'Locks l ey Hall": 
For I doubt not through the ages one increasing purpose 
runs, 
And the tnoughts of men are wiaened with the process of 
the suns.3 
The President of the Kansas Alliance, Mr. Greene of The Graf-
tons, concludes: 
••• somehow I've an idea that affa irs move on a regula r 
plan. Each man only sees one act in the play and can't 
make head or tail to it; he only reads one chapter in the 
story and thinks the villain is having too good a time of 
it and that the good men and women are not sufficiently 
appreciated, but my notion is that when we are able to 
read the book c~ear through we 1 ll see that things are 
managed for us .4-
God is the determining force, but his instrument is the peo-
ple--"the voice of the people [isJ . the voice of God. " 5 
1For a different opinion see Rus~ell Blankenship, Amer-
ican Literature as an Expression of the 1-Iational Mind (New York: 
Henry Hoft and Co., 1931), p. 420. 
2
cbarles Edward Merriam, American Political Ideas (New 
York: The Ma cmillan Co., 1920), p . 43. 
:?Bellamy, Looking Bac l~ard, p. 150. 
~Rogers, The Graftons, p. 70. 
5rbid., p. 107. 
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Howells abhors strikes and other evidences of class 
struggle and recommends that nthe working-men stop fighting, 
and get down to voting . "1 Equality and hu..>nanitarianism are 
the bases for the ethics and politics of these novels. Like 
Jefferson, Howells saw the agrarian life as the great equal-
izer and ennobler; it brought me n closer tog ether and closer 
to god. Mr. Homos remarks: 
"If it can be said that one occupation is honored above 
another with us, it is that which we all share, and that 
is the cultivation of the earth. We believe that this 
when not followed slavishly, or for g~in, brings man into 
closest relations to the Deity ••.• 
Rogers in The Gr~:~ftons makes the faithexplicit: 
Deep down in the nature of every man there exists a chord 
of sympathy, which responds to the slightest manifestation 
of genuine interest in his welfare. All own its power. 
It exists; the heart of man does beat in symftl thy with 
that of his fellow and upon this hangs the hope of human-
ity. And this bond of brotherhood, of sympathy, depends 
upon no external aid. It is not the creature of custom 
or of man made, or priestly law; it is a natur~l force 
inherent in the nature of man and beast ••• ·' 
The Populist movement attempted to harness two horses 
going in opposite directions: the spirit of the nineteenth 
century and the spirit of the twentieth. Although agrarianism 
held the reins, the twentieth century forces of pro l etarian 
socialism, environmental determinism were starting to assert 
themselves. Many of the men involved belonged wholly to the 
nineteenth or Wholly to the t wentieth. Some like Howells, and 
to a lesser extent Garland, wer e microcosms of the period, 
1A Traveler from Al truria, p. 155· 
2Ibid., P• 195· 3~. 27. 
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embody ing its conflicting forces. Admitting that he was a 
1 ~theoretical Socialist and a practica l aristocrat" Howells 
indicated both the limits of h i s socialism and his ties with 
2 
an earlier era. Al though it ceased to be a force in American 
pol itics after 1896, Popul ism broke ground for socialism in 
the twentieth century and prepared the way for progressivism. 
The concept of the welfare sta te was on its way to acceptance 
and disputes henceforth would be over amounts and deg rees of 
g overnmental aid and regulation. While the farmer receded as 
an organized pol itical force, the laborer rose. With the 
twentieth century the ideas of Marx would modify those of 
Darwin, Spencer, Bellamy and Jefferson. Economic determinism 
would absorb social Darwinism and displace the belief in the 
inevi t ability of progress based upon reason; Christianity 
would yield in many cases to a gn osticism; governmental inter-
vention in the economy would supersede the old individualism; 
optimism and hope would g ive way to doubt and sometimes to 
p essimism and despair. 
1 Ka zin, op . cit., p. 2. 
2
substituting ''democrat" for "socialist" would not the 
phrase have fitted Cooper, Bra ckenridge and other early patri-
cians? Like much humanitarianis m, Howells's seems prompted 
in large part by a sense of guilt--induced perhaps because he 
h a d been privileged to escape from the dullness and poverty 
of life in the Middle West. Hamlin Garland, known in the 
eighties and nineties as a radica l , was even les s of one than 
Howells, for whom t h e sing le-tax theory did not g o far enough. 
Garland 1 s impetus to reform pe rished partly b ecause a grarianis m 
was doomed in an industria l society , partly b ecaus e his stim-
ulus was the guilt he f elt when he l eft h i s fa mily to waste 
their lives on the prairies. Hi s expiation was b oth public 
and priva t e : he served time in the Peoplets party and he 
e ventually de l ivered his fa mily f rom t he ir life of g r J.m toil 
and poverty and settled them in Nisconsin. 
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And yet the spirit of the nineteenth century did not 
of course suddenly cease to ini'luence the thinking of men. 
In its equalitarian extremes it held that the common man was 
as entitled (if not more entitled) to hold public office and 
poll tical power as the aristocrat. This idea was carried to 
its logical culmination in a group of novels written shortly 
after the turn of the century. In the boss novel Jacksonian 
democracy is wedded to soci~l Darwini~m. From Teague O•Regan 
has evolved Richard Croker. In revolting against the cele-
br1:1.tion of the businessman, these novelists have fallen victim 
to the ideology they pretend to condemn; they present for our 
approval an embodiment of antitheses: an equalitarian super-
ma n , H self-serving altruist, an honest thief, a ruthless 
humanitarian, a tender ruffian, a civilized barbarian. 
The Impact of the Political Nove l Upon Society 
In the preceding pages I have considered the climate 
of ideas in the nineteenth century which helped to condition 
the political novelists. As I have said, it is not to be 
supposed that this conditioning was a one-way process; every 
novel, assuming it is read at all, probably has some influ-
ence, however minuscule. Nevertheless it is easier to see 
and assess the affect of the larger force upon the ~maller; 
it is far easier to see that the tree is swayed by the wind 
than it is to judge how the wind is deflected by the tree. 
Critical commentaries have had l ittle to say about 
the impact of the political writer upon his times. Albert 
Guerard in his study Literature and Society devotes one 
short chap ter to the consideration of the "Influence of 
Literature Upon Life 111 while the book as a whole attem!,)ts 
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to answe r the question, "to what extent is Litera ture con-
d itioned by Society? 112 Jose ph Blotner (The Politica l Novel) 
gives some nromise of dealing with the n roblem i n his chan ter 
entitled "The Novel s.s Political Instrument" but he is con-
cerned only with content, not with effect. Individua l bio-
gra"9hers, too, have generally preferre d to ignore this side 
of the coin. Although Robert E. Spiller's biographical treat-
ment of Cooper3 is subtitled Critic of His Times and presents 
Cooper's social criticism in detail, the impact of the criti-
cism in his novels upon society is largely ignored. The same 
is true of Claude M. Newlin's biography of Brackenridge. Simi-
larly histories of the novel fail almost entirely to deal with 
the influences of novelists upon their culture. 
When one consi de r s the problems involved in arriving 
at conc lus ions that are more than mere conjecture, it is not 
surDrising that this p roblem of impact has been avoided. How, 
for example, is one to separa te the infl uence of a man's 
writings from his total influence, personal and literary? How 
is one to assess the influence of a man's political novels 
1 Pp . 336-354. 
2Ibid., p . vii. 
3Fenimore Cooper, Critic of His Times (New York: 
Minton, Balch and Co., 1931. 
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apart from his other writings? These are the questions which 
occur particularly in connection with the political novels of 
Howells, who was writing editorially as well as fictionally 
and whose persona 1 influence upon contemporary writers prob-
ably counted for more than the influence of his fiction itself. 
The problem is equally intricate in a consideration of Cooper. 
His neighborhood relationships, publicized as they were by 
the newspapers, no doubt got a wider hearing than the ideas 
in his politica l novels. 
Furthermore, how is one to separate the influence of 
one man from the influence of his like-thinking contemporaries? 
How is one to decide how Looking Backward, Pro gress and Poverty 
or the speeches of Mary Ellen Lease ranked in the hierarchy of 
influences? This of course really brings us back to the 
original problem--how to separate the influence of the era 
upon the man from the influence of the man upon his times. 
The final problem in this series seems to be--how, at 
last, does one measure this kind of influence? The immediate 
answer would seem to be that influence is sometimes indis-
cernible and always immeasurable to any degree of preciseness. 
Nevertheless this problem of impact upon cul ture should at 
least be considered, especially in the case of the political 
novel. For influence, reform, effect were their raison d' etre. 
There are, it is clear, ce r tain aids in determining 
the importance of these novels in the affairs of society. One 
of the first that comes to mind is the number of copies sold. 
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On this score, the political novels did rather poorly. In 
the cases of Cooper, Howells, Garland, Kennedy and Mark Twain, 
their politica 1 novels were less popular than their other 
works. Few political novels made the best-seller lists before 
1900. Looking Backward, of course, did well with more than 
558,000 copies sold. 1 Donne l ly's Caesar 1 s -Column sold very 
well in its first year (60,000 copies), but then dropped out 
2 of sight. Robert Grant's Unleavened Bread appears on best 
seller lists for 1900.3 Leading all best seller lists is 
In His Steps with eight million copies sold; but this novel 
is politics 1 only by considerable extension of the term. Or 
the problem novel in the eighties and nineties, Hart comments; 
What the public evidently wanted was neither brooding nor 
melodrama, nor even, if Garland's work is sufficient indi-
cation, any one isolated program. With social problems 
confronting them at every turn, the people Who read novels 
seemed to want complete escape into romance, a combina-
tion of romance and serious consideration of religious 
beliefs, or tpe treatment of one embracing solution to 
all problems .4-
One political novel which satisfied some of these popular 
requirements was Paul Leicester Ford's Peter Stirling, which 
sold very poorly at first until a bookseller began to spread 
the word that it was modeled after the ~ife of Cleveland; after 
1Alice Payne Hackett, Fifty Years of Best Sellers, 
1895-1945 (New York: R. R. Bowker Co., 1945). 
2 James D. Hart The Pooular Book (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1950), . p. 172. 
3Hackett, op. cit. 
4Hart, op. cit., p. 169. 
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that 228,000 conies were sold. By 1945 it had gone into 
seventy-six nrintings with more than a half a million cop ies 
sold. 1 There is no proof, however, that it caused the nublic 
to look more tolerantly upon bosses or that it helped to get 
nure milk .s nd water for the poor. 
Another test of the influence of a p olitical novel is 
whether the reform which the author is promoting is actually 
initiated. Few novelists have obtained the dramatic results 
that Upton Sinclair got with The Jungle. On the whole the 
nineteenth century political novel did not appear so success-
ful. Brackenridge died happy in the thought that his novel 
had c a used standards to rise in the legislatures and made 
the neople less susceutible to demagoguery; but fifteen years 
after his cleath, Andrew Jack son was elected Presi dent. Cooner 
wRrned of the mor a l b ankruntcy of an ac ouisitive society , and, 
a lthough his fe ars were well-grounded, hi s warnings were mere 
preludes to the Great Barbecue. 
The only single political novel that gives evidence 
in these areas of affecting its environment is Looking Backward, 
which resulted in the founding of a political party and in 
organization of groups which exerted pressure on other politi-
cal parties. Its effect was no doubt far-reaching and long-
lasting. Moreover it is difficult to avoid the conclusion 
that the Populist novels--economic and political--in the 
aggrege.te p laye d some role in the pernetua tion of the Peop le's 
1Ha c kett, on. cit. 
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party and in the education of the farmers to the need for 
1 p olitical reform. The novels in the latter part of the cen-
tury h a d the advantage that more people could read and were 
reading; and further, and more to the point, the people to 
whom they were directed were reading them. Brackenridge, 
apprehensive of the e x cesses of democracy , was read a nd 
anpreci a ted largely by those who were in sympathy with his 
ideas. And although the word g ot around about the sub j ect 
ma tter in Cooper's nove ls, these rep orts n rovided him with 
enemie s r r: the r than converts--an infl uen ce of a. kind, to be 
sure. 
But where was the American Zola--Tolstoy--Ibsen? Are 
there no l a rge figures in the r e alm of the politica l novel? A 
search in the nineteenth century for politica l nove lists of wide 
a nd nermanent effect on our culture is on the whole fruitless~ 
In this large sens e I think it would have to be said that the 
influence of individual American politica l writers in the nine-
teenth century was ne gligible. It may be, after all, true to 
s ay, a s Guera rd has said, that America has p roduced few figures 
i n any a rea of literature who h a ve had a p rofound effect on 
ou r society. After pointing out the extens ive influence of the 
lite ra r y m2.n on '""ub l ic a.ff a irs i n Fran ce, .b,n gl and P. n d Germany 
1Edward 1!; . Cassady ("Muc kraking in the Gilded Age," 
American Lite r ature, XIII [Ma y , 1941], 139) writes: "There 
c a n be little doubt that such literature as this p layed an 
imp ortant part in fome nting popular a gitation that resulted 
in nassing the Sherma n Antitrust Law of 1890, just as the 
l a ter muc k raking lite rature, continuing the attac k on monop oly, 
help ed to bring to pass the Clayton Act of 1914." 
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h e concludes: "America is the country where literary fame is 
most com:oletely divorced from political authority. 111 Cer-
tainly there is noth ing in the history of the Americ a n p oliti-
c a l novel in the nineteenth century to we ake n his conc l usion . 
If the noli t ic a l novel i n this n eriod h a d any noteworthy in-
fluence it is n robable tha t it was in the re a l m of litera ture 
r a ther than of p olitics. 
1Gue rard, op . c it ., p . 342. 
CHAPTER II 
AMERICAN LITERATURE AND THE AMERICA N POLI TICAL NOVEL 
The Use of the Didactic 
Perhaps the only safe general iza ti on tba t can be made 
about the political novels of the nineteenth century is that 
they are all didactic or polemic; that is, the purpose of the 
writers is either to protest against some contemporary politi-
cal injustice and/or to advocate a change in existing politi-
cal institutions or conditions. I do not mean to say that 
this was the only purpose of the novelists whose works bave 
been discussed in these pages or even in many cases the pri-
mary purpose. But no matter how peripheral the political 
element, it is never introduced unless it is accompanied by 
the author's views on some political issue of tne day. Admit-
tedly it is difficult to write a political novel without doing 
this, almost as difficult as it is to write a purely objective 
novel of any kind. But let us say, at least, that it is pos-
sible to write a poli tica 1 novel without recommending how the 
reader should cast his ballot at the next election , how the 
Congress should act with respect to free trade, or why social-
ism should be adopted as a form of government. Politics 
could be used as the milieu for a novel of manners (De F'orest 
approached this type in Playing the Mischief; Aaams was less 
successful in Democracy); a politica l figure could have been 
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studied as comment on the larger problems of mankind (as in 
Robert Penn Warren's All the King's Men). Vfuy, then, were 
political novels in this period so limited, immediate anu 
direct with their "message"? 
The first reason which must be considered is a his-
torica 1 one. Didacticism haa had a long his tory in prose fic-
tion, from Bunyan and Defoe to Fielding and Richardson; some-
times the e l ement has been incorpor~ted to fore~tall criticism; 
sometimes it has been self-imposed. Often it has been a 
ra tiona le devised. to soothe the Purl tani c a:l • conscience of 
both reader and writer--to provide both uplift and pleasure--
and thus, incidentally, to reach the goal of the novelist, a 
wide audience •1 Early novelists in America not only followed 
the English traditions but had a similar prob lem to face--
the censure of "respectable 11 fol k . Consequentl y didacticism 
(us us lly mi xed with sentimental ism) es t a bl is hed itse l f early 
in native American literature. 
For the second reason we must look both to the novel 
writers and to tradition. The men writing politic~::~l novels, 
as we have seen, were those who were educated--in short, men 
of the patrician class, such as Henry Adams, Fenimore Cooper, 
and John Pend l eton Kennedy, a group which after the inauguration 
of Andrew Jackson was large l y eliminated from active political 
participation; what they saw of politica l life, they could not 
1The tradition of didacticism in t h e Engl ish novel is 
discussed, for example, in Gordon Hall Ger oul d , The Patterns 
of English and American Fie tion (Boston: Li:ttle ,r:Brown and Co., 
1942), Ch. VII. 
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approve. The only reason, therefore, for writers like Cooper 
and Kennedy to turn to politics was their prufound desire to 
educate their fellowmen politically. Furthermore, these men 
after 1830 were, like their literary colleagues, writing 
largely romance; and the uncouth, unsophisticated, ~;~.nd often 
unmannerly politician did not have a place in romantic fic-
tion unless he played the role of villain.l 
Later in the century the politician made his way into 
the novel without being derogatorily treated when the onus 
of corruption l:a d shifted to the busine~;~sman and when those 
whose very existence had been threatened by the alliance be-
tween business and politics began to write novels. But the 
novel was still didactic; indeea didacticism was the very 
retlson ror the existence of these novels also, for haa these 
writers not been desperate in their desire ror reform, most 
of them would never have put pen to paper. 
The Form of the Political Novel 
The American political novel, then, became early a 
vehicle for propaganda ~nd remained so until the enu of the 
nineteenth century and even thereafter. What is the relation-
~hip between this political (didactic) novel and the develop-
ment of the American novel in . the nineteenth century? Just as 
1or course, though current literary styles do influ-
ence writers, they do not bind them; so, it is only partly true 
to say, as I have said, that these men were not dealing with 
the contemporary scene because they were living in a period 
dominated by the romance. For it is ~;~.lso true tbat they were 
writing romance precisely because they were not interested in 
the sordid details of the lives of their more common country~en. 
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the history of the American novel in this period includes the 
rise of realism and the decline of rorranticism, 1 so the poli-
tical novel, in the main, follows this pattern. Always, how-
ever, the political novelist bas his special problem--the 
inculcation of the moral--which he, consciously or uncon-
sciously, has to integrate into the form of his novel. In 
the process of assessing the success or failure of this inte-
gration, we shall dis c over, I think, the role of the political 
novel in the last century. 
Brackenridge's first choice of form for the attempt 
to enlighten his fellow democrats was Hudibrastics, which had 
been successfully used for didactic poetry in England. His 
talents were more suited to prose, however, and his second 
choice, satire within the framework of the picaresque novel, 
was a happier one. Had Brackenridge remained within this 
convention, Moder..."l Chivalry would probably occupy a higher 
place in literary history. As it progresses, however, Brack-
1This seems to be the conven;tiona l eneralization; ~·, Harlan Hatcher, Great ing the Moo ern fmerican Novel; Harry 
Hartwick, The Foreground of American Fiction; Grant c. Knight, 
The Critical Peri9d in American Literature; Fred L. Pattee, 
The L1ew American Literature; Alfred Kazin, On Native Grounds; 
to name a few. M:ost of these men of course are careful at 
the same time to point out that if romanticism declined it 
did not die; in fact, it appeared in a virile form in the 
works of Frank Norris. And while we speak of the decline of 
romanticism at the end of the century, we must keep in mind 
what William Lyon Phelps sees as the enthronement of r.~alism, 
circa 1882-4, and the subseq uent romantic revolution c limaxed 
by 11 the Romantic Revival of 188h-1904'1 (Introduction to Essays 
by Robert Louis Stevenson (Charies Scribner's ~ons, 1918), 
p. xi.) 
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enridge bothers less and less with plot, finding it simpler, 
apparently, to dispense with narrative trappings and to be-
come a straightforward essayist. If it is easier for the 
author it is harder on the reader, and the early Farrago-
0 rRegan adventures remain the most delightful parts of the 
novel. 
Another possible vehicle for the conveyance of poll ti-
ca 1 sentiments was of course allegory. As Wilson Follett has 
written, allegory is fictiona l didacticism in its purest 
form: "it is in essence a set of convictions given shape as 
d t . nl rama lS personae •••• The pol it lea 1 allegories written 
by Hopkinson and Belknap are the simplest kind; Belknap's 
amounts merely to the substitution of one set of names for 
another. Read John Bull for the King of England; his wife 
for Parliament, and so on. The Monikins is more subtle and 
more intricate, as is Quodlibet. Yet The Monikins is dull, 
and Quodlibet, for all its ~prightliness, is only a period 
piece. 
There was, too, the possibility of combining politics 
2 
and romance, and these are the ingredients of the majority 
1VHlson Follett, The Modern Novel (New York: Alfred 
A. Knopf, 1918), p. 127. 
2
cooper also tried the historica l romance as a politi-
cal vehicle with more success than he attained in his other 
political novels. Although critics have been unkind to The 
Bravo and Whe Headsman, he lectures less in them, allowing the 
characters and the story to illustrate the political theme. 
Edward Bellamy used the hist orica 1 nove 1 in a similar way in 
The Duke of Stockbridge in which he des cribes the desperation 
of tlie farmers of Massachusetts which led to ~hays's Rebellion 
in the hope that his rea d ers 1f10Uld see a contemporary parallel 
in the plight of the farmers West of the Mississippi. Except 
for these novels, I have not considered the historical novel. 
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of the political novels in the nineteenth century. The most 
common way of delivering the "message" is for the author to 
choose one of the characters, usually the protagonist, to ~e 
his mouthpiece. This method, which Cooper uses in The Redsklns, 
leads too frequently to long monologues or dialogues which 
disturb the narrative and annoy the reader. 
In the political romance sonething close to allegory 
is often obtained when characters ar•e "assignedn roles cor-
responding to current political types. It is the old morality 
play come again. The villain (devil) can be either the poli-
tical boss, 1 the businessman, 2 or the lobbyist. 3 Not many of 
the 1.vriters were as conscious of writing allegory as De Forest 
was in Honest John Vane, in which Darius Dorman is described 
as though he has just emerged from the fires of Hell and is 
referred to as "the Mephistopheles of the lobby" and in which 
the author draws parallels between his own work and Pilgrim's 
Progress.4 In general, whether they can be dignified by the 
1General Belch in Curtis's Trumts (1861); Barton Sea-
christ in Hume 1 s Five Hundred Majorityl872); Michael Mulhooly 
in Shapleyrs Solia for ~ulhoo1el (1881); Patrick Ballymolloy 
in Crawford's An American Polit clan (1884); Bartlett Waldie 
in Chapple's Boss Bart (1896). 
2
villars in Clark's Beneath the Dome ( 1894); Hardiman 
in Post's Congressman Swanson (1891); Davis the Iron Duke, in 
Garland 1 s A Member of the Third House (1892~; Aaron Grimstone 
in Keenan's The Money-Makers (1885); Ingledee in Denison's An 
Iron Crown (188)); Ranke11 in Wendell's Rankell's Remains (lE87). 
3narius Dorman in De Forest's Honest John Vane (1875); 
Pike in De Forest's Playing the Mischief (1875); and Tom Brennan 
in Garland's A Member oft e 'rfiirct House (1892). 
4pp. 153 and 246. 
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term of allegory or not, these novels are filled with charac-
ters which show rerrarkable similarities from one volume to 
another. Besides the villains, the following types appear 
fre q uently: the honest, politically naive boy just home from 
1 
the war and drafted into politics by his fellow citizens or 
tbe hero, non-veteran but still incorruptible by tbe pressures 
of either big business or politics; 2 the political opportunist, 
or "average" politician;3 and such female types as the ideal, 
and colorless l::e roine ;4 the scheming (opportunistic) 
lcha rles Mas on in Riddle's Alice Brand (1875); Markham 
Churr in Tourgee 1 s Figs and Thistles ( 1879); Zachariah Martin 
in Zachariah the Congressman (1880); Randolph Remsen in Vance's 
Prince's .t<'avors (1800); Rodlrian Heath in Edes 1 s The Story of 
Rodman Heath (189L~); and Walter Graham in Whitson's Walter 
Graham ( 1891). 
2
clinton Maintland inHume's Five Hundred 1~ joritt 
(1872); Albert Charlton in Eggleston's Mystery of Metropo is-
ville (1893); Edgar Br~dford in.De Forest's Playinf the Mis-
chief (1875); Comfort Servosse ~n Tourgee's A Fools Errand 
(1879); Harvey Trueman in Adams's The Transgressors (1900); 
Oliver Arkwright in Clark's Beneath the ~orne (1894) · Peter 
Stirling in F'ord' s 1'he Honourable Peter Stirlin~ (1S96); Brad-
ley Talcott in GarJa.nd's ~~poll o~ ~f~ce (189 ); Wilson Tut-
tle in Garland's A Member of the Third House (1892); Nick 
Burr in Glasgow's 'rhe Voice of the People (1900); Fred Carew 
in Keenan 1 s The Money-Makers (1885); Elbert Ainsworth in 
Chapple's Boss Bart (1896). 
3senator Dilworthy in Twain's and Warner's The Gilded 
1ge (1873); Woodbury Stgughton, in Grant's An Avera~e Man (18tL,_); 
eremiah Cashdollar in Levy's .:::;ena tor Cashdollar ( 899); Caleb 
Mason in Locke's The Dema~oftrie (1891); Hilliard __ in Kee.nan•s 
The Mone~-Makers (1885); o Lyons in Grant's Unleavened 
Bread (1 OO); Abel NeYit in Curtis's Trumps (186I); Senator 
Ratcliffe ~n Adams's Democracf (188~); Senator Dave Sawdor in 
Denison's An Iron Crown (1885 • 
4Hope Warne and Amy Waring in Gurtis 1 s Trumps; r~y 
Bryce in Denison s An Iron Crown; Alice brand in Alice Brand· 
Lily Servosse in A Fool's Erran21; Lizzie _ C:t?-urr in F'igs and ' 
Thistles; Peggy in Zachariah, The C on~ressman; Ethel Purdy in 
Adams 1s The Transgressors; Pearl in C~ark's Beneath the Dome; 
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female; 1 and the fe:rmle lobbyist. 2 (Later ro!ll3.nces reflect the 
trend toward philanthropy on the part of the wealthy with the 
introduction of the "good fairy" or bene volent princess type--
the lady with a social conscience.)? ; 
Not unnaturally, certain stereotyped plots were 
employed to accommodate these characters. A favorite is the 
triangl e involving the young, honest reformer-politician 
opposed to the calculating wicked business man but, a las, in 
love with his daughter.4 This .plot had an obvious attraction: 
Leonore d'Alloi in Ford's The Honourable Peter Stirlins; Ida 
Wilbur in A Spoil of Office; Helene Davis in Garland's A Member 
of the Third House; Florence Cashdollar in Senator Cashdollar; 
Sarah Dunlap in .Locke's The Demago~ue; Jennie Mason in Post's 
Congressman Swanson; Helen Sherwoo in Tarkington's A Gentle-
man from Indiana; Dorothy Harcourt in A Politician's Daughter; 
and so on ad Infinitum. 
1olympia Smiles of De Forest's Honest John Vane; Miss 
Marmaluke of Pierce's Zachariah, the Congressman; Georgia Fiske 
Ten byck in Friedman's The Radical,;. Selma Vfuite in Grant's 
Unleavened Bread; Mrs. Daniels in vhapple's Boss Bart. 
2
c ordelia Saunders in Boyesen's The Light of Her Coun-
tenance; Laura Hawkins in Twain's and Warner's 'rhe Gilded Age; 
Josephine Murray in De F9rest 1 s Playing the Misch~ f; Helen 
Braine in Eggleston and MarbourgTSJuggernaut is driven to 
lobbying by her husband; and Bertha Herrick is an unwitting 
lobbyist for her husband in Burnett's T:b.rough One Administra-
tion. 
3Eleanor Leigh in Page's John Marvel Assistant (1909); 
Miss De Voe in Ford 1 s The Jionoura'6le Peter Sbirling (1896); 
and Marina VanDorn in Smith's Dr. Marks, Socialist (1897). 
4Riddle's Alice Brand; Edes's The Story of Rodman Heath; 
Burnett's John Andross; Tilton's On Satants Mount; Pierce's 
Zachariah, the Congressman; Wilson's The Cleverdale Mystery; 
Hume 's Five Hundred Majority; Gar land 1 s A· Member of the Third 
House; and The Transgressors. Ellen Glasgow in The Voice of 
the People develops a similar plot meaningfully and rea lis ti-
ca lly. 
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it provided a situation which would test to the utmost the 
hero's devotion to the cause of justice and political integ-
rity. Although the youn g struggling poll tic ian fre q uently 
and preferably began his career in poverty, he usually rose 
to riches rap idly--some times even before the opening of the 
novel--so that an unpleasant commonness could be a voided. For 
even reformers had to sell their bool{S and too much realism 
was not popular. Mr. Twelvemough, Howells 1 s writer in A 
Traveler from Al truria, admits that the tt 1 handsome young 
artisan, who wins the millionnairets daughter'" is still too 
plebeian for his readers. He explain8: 
flYou might still find him in the fiction of the weekly 
story-papers; but ••• he would not g o down with my 
readers. Even in the story-paper fiction he would leave 
off workin g as soon as he married the millionaire's 
daughter, and go to Europe, or he would stay here and 
become a social leader, byt he would not receive working-
men in his gilded halls." 
And later in the same novel, when someone declares that poli-
tical economy would be a fit subject for a novel and suggests 
that the eviction of a poor family from a tenement might be a 
dramatic scene, one of t h e ladies objects: 
"I think that these harrowing subjects are brought in al-
together too much •••• There are enough of them in real 
life, without filling all the novels with them. It's 
terrible the number of beggars you meet on the street this 
winter. Do Yt~u want to meet them in Mr. Twelvemough 1 s 
novels, too? 1 
Ford in The Honourable Peter Stirling worked out what 
was probably the ideal formula: Peter spends most of his 
2 p. 80. 
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time socially with the rich, even though his residence in a 
poor tenenEnt section of New York na kes the poor feel he is 
one of them. Thus the love story can be laid in the affluent 
surroundings befitting romance while the po l itic al story can 
g iven the more realistic tenement setting. 
As I have remarked, not a 11 of these novelists had as 
their prima ry purpose the promulgation of a political point 
of view. Some few books were undoubtedly written to sell, 
as li ght entertainment. 1 Yet even in these the political 
element is decidedly partisan. 
The style e mployed by most of these authors is that 
of the sentimental romance of the day. Long p:1ssag es of didac-
tic e x position of ten alterna te with sticky sentiment. There 
are far too many passages like this one in An American Poli-
tician when Josephine Thorn receives a proposal of marriage: 
As the shadows steal at evening over the earth, softly 
closing the flowers a nd touching them to sleep, silently 
and lovingly, in the promise of a bright waking --so, as 
she sat tbere, her e yelids drooped and the light faded 
gently from her face, her lips parted a very little, and2 
with a soft-breathed sigh she sank into unconsciousness. 
The Stature of the Poll tica l Novel 
Few poll tica 1 novels were written in America in the 
nineteenth century which are of l asting value. Why? Before 
proceeding with t h e answer to this question we will do well to 
1
crawford's An American Politician; Riddle's Alice 
Brand; Hamlin's A PoTiticianis Daughter; mccarthy's Cong ressman 
John; Burnett's Through One Administration. 
2crawford, An Ame~i6~n P6litici~n, p. 45· 
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recall that there were not many good novels of any kind 
before 1900. Harlan Hatcher even goes so far as to say (after 
e xcen ting Huckleberry Finn and a few novels by James and 
Howells) "that Americ s.n fiction of scope and distinction be-
gan with the close of the last century."1 Let us consider, 
then, why the "?Olitic a l novels were not better than they 
were, and why they were not, as I think they were not, as 
good as other kinds. 
Since I have already nointed out that all the noliti-
c a l novels before 1900 were didactic, it seems nroper to con-
sider this element first of all and to determine if possible 
what effect it has upon the literary value of the novel. In-
asmuch as all serious novels (let us join Howells in recog-
nizing a legitimate place for the fanciful and the purely 
adventurous novel) illuminate and interpret a part of life 
according to the value judgments of the author, all novels 
are didactic. The political novelist does this in the realm 
of p olitics; political theories, political movements, or p olit-
ic al fi gures--all must come under the scrutiny of his per-
sonal system of ethics, or at least be considered in the light 
of them. In other words, if this is dida cticism, the poli-
tical noveli s t faces the problem of any novelist: he must so 
construct his plots and create his characters that the moral 
lesson emerges as self-evident. The reader must, whether he 
lHatcher, op. cit., p. 3. He considers that Moby Dick 
belongs to the twentieth centrury, which discovered it. 
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agrees or not, accept for the duration of the novel the writer's 
system of values. Yet few readers would object to all ser-
ious novels for this reason. In fact those novels which are 
generally hailed as 11 great" have precisely this element of 
the didactic. 
Is there, then, no truth to the charge that the 11 pur-
pose 11 novel is doomed to failure or, at the best, is diffi-
cult to handle? I believe there is some justification for 
this allegation. The reader, when he says he is objecting to 
didacticism is really objecting to exaggeration and dis tor-
tion which are the shortcuts used by the lazy or untalented 
fiction writer as a substitute for adequate character por-
trayal or plot sequence. \IIJbat the reader objects to, further-
more, is not the exaggeration or distortion per se (which are 
perfectly acceptable in satire or humor) but the pretense on 
the part of the novelist that he is not exaggerating or dis-
torting . It is this deceit which revo l ts the reader and 
makes suspect the very values which the au thor would inculcate. 
This then is the elerrent which makes the didacticism of many 
of the political novels unacceptable and it is this element 
which is usually n:eant when the term didactic is used deroga-
torily. It w.tll help then, if we henceforth refer to novels 
with this ob je cti onable didactic element as " propaganda 
novels." There were, then, a good many propaganda novels in 
this period because the writers, in their inexperience and 
zeal were mistaken in the method they thought would make con-
verts. The ~n active in a political movement who wanted to 
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influence the voting at the next election often felt that he 
could not take chances of disagreement on the part of the 
reader by even suggesting the existence of opposing ideas. 
It was diffiuult for Ignatius Donnelly to admit the possibility 
of a capitalist's possessing any one of those qualities which 
might entitle him to some sympathy as a fellow human being. 
In the he a t of battle, lines were drawn and deviations were 
difficult. Writing a book for the next election very often 
results in a novel which does not live beyond it. 
Having established that didacticism in a novel does 
not necess .s_rily make it a poor one, we have yet to determine 
what m3kes some of these nove ls rank above the rest of their 
kind. Consider the following: De Forest's Honest John Vane 
and Playing the Mischief, Twain's and Warner's The Gilded Age, 
Adams's Democracy, Burnett's John Andross, Grant's Unleavened 
Bread, Herrick's The Gospel of Freedom. In each of them, the 
denouement is the result of the logical development of the char-
acters, and the plot a rises out of the interaction and relation-
1 
ship of these characters. The characters, while some of them 
are reminiscent of recurring types, are individualistic and some 
are memorable. In short, the element in these novels which makes 
them re8.sonably successful poli tica1 novels is realism. They lack 
the distortion a nd exaggera tion which make the p ropaganda novels 
bad art and poor propaganda. Realism, as Upton Sinclair was 
to prove with The Jungle, is the surest way to snur reform. 
1 rn The Gilded Age there are, of course, many plots. 
But the development of the Washington Hawkins--colonel Sellers 
situation seems logical and true. 
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The converse now seems equally true: the sentimental 
romance is not successfully adaptable to political-didactic 
fiction, for one of its primary elements is distortion--dis-
tortion in character, exaggeration of emotion, and ephemeral-
ness of theme. Trying to combine the sentimenta l romance and 
the didactic political novel is like trying to mix water and 
oi l . You may put them together but they will not blend. 
Most of the novels of this period were mixtures of these two 
in varying proportions. But to the extent that they eschewed 
sentiment and espoused realism, they were the more successful. 
The Populist Movement and the Rise of Realism 
Realism in Theory.--That the proliferation of the 
political novel at the end of the nineteenth century paralleled 
the rise of realism is not, I think, mere historical coinci-
dence. The Populist movement, which included all of the ele-
ments in the wave of socia l protest, actually provided impetus 
for the realistic movement in the United States in the nineties 
and, while it developed and nourished certain literary charac-
teristics which ''naturalism" l ater was to adopt, it nevertheless 
was a movement limited to this period and arising in it largely 
because of its political and philosophical motivations. There 
are three reasons for the close political and literary link at 
this time: first, I have already pointed out that realism 
proved to be the form most successful for the protest novel; 
and as novelists of both the nineteenth and twentieth centuries 
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came to reco gn ize this, the form wa s utiliz ed when the . spirit 
of protest moved them. Secondly , the p olitica l ~ nd social 
t h ought underlying the "revolt" of the farmers a nd labore rs 
was the na tural basis for the realism of this period. 
Th irdly , I p r opose that in the v:irtual inundation of political 
novels fro m the West, or at l east outside of the cultura l cen-
ters, we come closer to a p rimi t ive l iterature than at any 
other time in t his country and that this primitive expression 
was a stimulus to the development of realism. 
I do not want to gainsa y the influence on American 
writers of realists writing in Eng land and France; certainly 
realis m wa s in the air. But infl uences, like seeds, do not 
germinate i n the air; and, though the que s tion may never be 
answered satisfactorily, it should nevertheless be as ked: 
Why did not Flaubert, Balz ac, Daudet have more infl uence in the 
United States earlier? Howells, though he had read them, said 
that by that time "1 had already grown into my realistic 
meth od, and I was authorized rather than inspired by the 
Fre nchmen." 1 He w~s very close in his social thinking to 
Tolstoy, and certainly the Russian inf luence should not be 
discounted. Garland ha d read the Fr e nch writers, but probably 
in his cas e more than in that of any other writer of the per-
iod the influence of the spirit of protest is evident. Dur-
ing the period of his interest in social and political reform, 
his fiction wa s real i stic; when it was over, he wrote romance. 
1Quoted in Quinn, op. cit., p . 258. 
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As for the influence of the ~nglish realists, one critic 
notes that Thomas Hardy and Geor g e Moore were influential to 
the extent If of loosening up the popular mind in America for 
our own Naturalists" and that other English realists came too 
late to ha ve any significa nt effect on Americ a n naturalism. 1 
There were ear l y realistic stirrings in the United 
States, too, in the yea rs after the Civi l War in the writings 
of John W. De Forest, Mar k Twain and in the ''local color" 
stories of Bret Harte, Mary Wilkins and Sara h Orne Jewett. 
Literary movements are never one-dimensional and in positing 
here the encouragement which Populis m gave to realism I ha ve 
in mind nothing more than the explication of one element in 
a complicated story. 
The movement toward realism in the United States after 
1885 can be said t o consist of two s r oups: the conscious the-
orizers, and practitioners as well, who we re euuca ted in 
varying deg ree s ~ nd of whom Howells, Garland, and Boyesen were 
the most articula te; and the untutored and unlearned realists, 
many of whom were moved by economic and p oli tic~ l conditions 
to voice their protest. In discussing the contributions of 
these groups we are very likely to become ent~ngled beyond 
extrication in definitions of realism and romanticism if 
precautions are not taken. Although it will be imp ossible 
here to deta il the history or the r amifica tions of " romance " 
1cargil l , o p . cit., p. 82. 
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and 11 romanticism" 1 we will do well to remember that novels are 
not generally made up exclusively of one or the other. As 
Grant c. Knight has written: 
Francis Marion Crawford would uescribe the toil in a 
cigarette-making establ ishment as convincingly as Henry 
James would picture the drinking of tea in an English 
garden, and the realist's very preoccupation with ~n'a 
doings is romantic, for remorselessly logical realism 
would lead to nihilism. Everyman' a life is, .as Crawrord 
and James Lane Allen and Frank Norris were going to as-
sert, a blend of the · exceptional and the commonplace, and 
it was easy for writers of both persuasions to make for-
ays into each ~ther's territories, bringing back oooty 
and prisoners. 
I should like, therefore, only to discuss the kind of r ·omance 
which Howells a.nd others were inveighing against -and the kind 
of realism they were encouraging in American letters; that is 
the matter of prirrlSry interest for this study. 
In order to understand the realism of the nineties 
it will be necessary, however, to go back to the early years 
of the republic, for philosophically realism was the progeny 
of the romantic thought of the 1830's and of the Enlighten-
ment as it was embodied in the Declaration of Independence. 
One has only to read 11 The American Scholar" and Garland's 
Crumbl~~g I~ols in juxtaposition to see how close Garland was 
philosophically to Emerson. Both, first of all, were writing 
declar.a tions of independence from the influence of foreign 
1Jacques Barzun 1 s Romanticism and the Modern Ego <Bos-
ton: Little, Brown and Co., 1943> is helprur-ln clarifying 
terms. For the gamut in meanings see Chapter IX "'Romantic'--
A Sampling of Modern Usage." -
2The Critical Period in American Literature, p. 18. 
326 
letters. Emerson dec l ares: 
Our da y of inde pendence, our long apprentices h ip, to the 
lea rning of other l ands, draws to a close. The millions 
that arrund us are rushing into lif e, cannot a l ways be fed 
on the sere remains of foreign ha rvests. Eve nts, act i on s 
arise, that must be sung , that will sing t h emselves. 
Garl a nd writes: 
The grea t body of men and women who g ive streng th and 
origina l ity to Ghicag o are peop le who ca re very little what 
New York thinks of their work , and t h e doing s of Lond on 
a nd Par i s are not more vital ...• 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
0 Sayers a nd Doers of this b road, free inland America 
of ours~ to you is given t h e privileg e o f being broad 
and free in your lif e and letters. You should no t be 
bound to a f alse and dying culture, you should not en-
deavor to reenact the harsh and fierce and false social 
dramas of the Old V'lorld. You should not turn your face 
to the east, to the past •.•• 
Yours not to wors h ip crumbling idols; your privilege 
and pleasure should be to face life and the material 
earth in a new way,--moul din g old forms of government into 
new s hapes, catch ing from earth and sea and air, n1:w song s 
to sing , new thoughts to frame, new deeds to dare. 
Of democracy and the literature of the commonplace Emerson says: 
One of these signs [of the future] is the fact · that the 
same movement which effected the e l evation of what was 
called t h e lowest class in the state, assumed in litera-
ture a very ma r ked and benign aspect. I nstead of the sub-
lime and beau tiful , the near, the low, the common, was 
exp lored and poetized. That which had been ne gligently 
trodden under foot by those who were harnessing and pro-
visioning themselve s for long journeys into far countries, 
is suddenly found t o be richer than all foreign parts. 
The l iterature of the p oor, the feelin g s of the child, the 
philosophy of t h e stree t, the meaning o f hous ehold life, 
are the topi c s of the time. It is a g reat stride .•.• 
I ask not f or the great, the remote , the romantic •••• 
I e mbrace the common, ~ exp lore and sit at the feet of 
the f amilia r, the low. 
And Garland on the same sub j ect: 
1 Ga r Ja nd, Grumbling Idols . (Ch icag o, Stone and Kimba 11, 
1894), pp. 155-162. 
2Howells quotes t h is r:a rt icular pa ssag e from " The 
American Scholar" in Criti c ism and F iction (New York: Harper 
and Bros., 1891), p . 79• 
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There is coming in this land the mightiest assertion in 
art of the rights of man and the glory of the physical 
universe ever made in the world. It will be done, not 
by one man, but by many men and women. It will be born, 
not of drawing-room culture, nor of imitation, nor of 
fear of masters, nor will it come from homes of great 
wealth. It will come from the avera g e American home, in 
the city as well as i£ the country. It will deal with all 
kinds and conditions. 
Of individualism and optimism, Emerson observes: 
Another sign of our times, also marked by an analogous 
politica l moverrent, is the new importance given to the 
single person. Everything that tends to insulate the 
individual,--to surround him with barriers of natural 
respect, so that each man shall feel the world is his, and 
man shall treat with man as a sovereign state with a sov-
ereign state,--tends to true union as well as great-
ness •••• The mind of this country, taught to aim at 
low objects, eats upon itself ••.• Young men of the 
fairest promise, who begin life upon our shores, inflated 
by the mountain 1rlnds, shined upon by all the stars of 
God, find the earth below not in unison with these, but 
are hindered from action by the disgust which the prin-
ciples on which business is managed inspire •••• If 
the single man plant himself indomitably on his instincts, 
and there abide, the huge world will come round to him. 
Patience,--patience; ..• for work the study and the 
communication of principles, the making those instincts 
prevalent, the convers ion of the world. 
Garland denounces 11 conformity" and asks that "individuality'' 
not be buried. 2 He, too, writes optimistically: 
All that the past was not, the future will be. 
If the past was bond, the future will be f ree. If 
the past was feudalistic, the future will be democratic .. 
If the past was dark and battleful and bloody and bar-
barous, the future will be peaceful and sunny. If the 
past celebrated lust and greed and love of power, the 
future will celebrate continence and humility and altruism. 
If the past was the history of a few titled personalities 
riding high on obscure waves of nameless, suffering human-
ity, the future will be the day of high average person-
alit y , the abolition of all privilege, the peaceful walk-
ing together of brethren, equals before nature and before 
1Garland, Crumbling Idols, p. 189. 2 I b id • , p • 15 • 
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the law. And fiction will celebrate this life. 1 
These passages contain the basic elements of the 
new movement. For Garland it was a conscious revolt against 
the tyranny of Europe and primarily of England; if political 
freedom had been won, intellectual freedom had not. It was 
also a revolt of the West a gainst the East, which Garland 
felt was the literary stronghold of conservatism in litera-
ture as well as in politics. There was a good bit of truth 
in the accusation . Scholars in Boston and New York looked 
with distaste upon the raw, crude outlanders west of the Hud-
son who had imposed their political ideals on the country and 
were threatening to influence literature as well. Barrett 
Wendell observed with some alarm the rise of democracy in 
lit em ture, vvhich he saw as opposed to excellence2 and saw 
in "our great confused Westn only "enthusiasm for material 
prosperity as distinguished from spiritual or intellectual 
ideals."3 But Garland insisted that "the quality most needed 
in literary discussion today is not learning, it is candor,"4 
observed that lithe common man is a gain moving in intellectual 
unrest, as in the time of Burns and i::)helley"5 and recognized 
1 Ibid., pp. 45-6. 
2
wendell, A Literary History of America (New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1900), p. 530. 
3 -Ibid., P• 505. 
4 Garland, op. cit., p. 186. 
5rbid., p. 187. 
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that "that this should happen seems dreadful and impossible 
to the conservative mind." 1 " The real literature of America 
2 [can] not be a polite literature." 
One begins to see how inextricably mixed were politics 
and literature both in the minds of the revolutionaries and 
and in the minds of the eastern litterati; the latter could 
see only that the Jacksonian democrats who had soiled the 
Vfhite House furniture with their muddy boots during the 
inauguration of Jackson and who had reduced republican gov-
ernment to a mass of corruption were finally dragging litera-
ture into the mire. 
This outcry against the dominance of the East, which 
was considered to be a mere literary appendage of England, 
was, as Garland indicated, accompanied by a strong plea for 
native American literature (to Garland this meant writing 
about the particula r section of America in which the writer 
lived). In the preface to The Mammon of Unrighteousness (1892) 
H. H. Boyesen joins the nationalists: 
My one endeavor in this book has been to depict persons 
and conditions which are profoundly and typically Ameri-
can. I have disregarded all romantic traditions, and 
simply asked myself in every instance, not whether it was 
amusing, but whether it was true to the logic of reality--
true in color and tone to the American sky, the American 
soil, the American character.3 
Earlier, he had noted a scarcity of great American novelists 
and saw the reason for it in the refusal of most novelists to 
deal with subjects of common concern. 
libid., p. 188. 
3p. 4. 
2 Ibid., p. 189. 
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Politics, for instance [he continued], which, outside of 
the grea t cities, plays so large a part in the lives of 
our people, is out· of deferen:re to the ladies, rarely 
allowed to invade our novels. 
Howells rr.akes explicit the poli t ical ties of the new movement: 
The pride of caste is becoming the pride of taste; but as 
before, it is averse to the mass of men; it consents to 
know them only in some conven tiona l ized and artificial 
guise •••• Democracy in l iterature is the reverse of 
all this ••.• Men are more like tha n unlike one another; 
let us :rmke the m know one another better, that they may 
be all humb~ed and stren gthened with a sense of t heir 
fraternity. 
It wa s inevitable that the revolt a gainst the intel-
lectua l strongholds of the East would be accompanied by a 
denouncement of all i nstitutionalized learni ng . Said Garland: 
And, 
It can almost be stated as a rule without an exception 
that in our colleges there is no chair of .l!:nglish litera-
ture which is not dominated by conservative c riticism, 
and where sneering allusion to modern writers is not 
da ily made. The pupil is taught to worship the past, 
and is kept blind to the mighty literary moveme nts of 
his own time. If he comes to understand Ibsen, Tolstoy, 
Bjornson, Ho11Jells, Whitma n , he must do it outside his 
instruction • .? 
Schools are conservative forces. They are nearly always 
linked with the aristocratic and the old, especially in 
t heir art ~nstructions. Universities are the bul warks of 
tra di tion.4 
1Boyesen 11 Why We Have No Great Novelists," The Forum, 
II (Februa r-.Y, 1887), p. 617. He mentions a few of the novelists 
who have dea lt with pol itics: De Forest, Eggleston, Tourgee 
and the "anonymous writer" of Democra cX. But he sees . these as 
mere ex ce ptions " to prove . the rule." s for Crawrord he "had, 
to be sure , the ha rdihood, some months a go, to advertise his 
ignorance of the politics of his native land in a book entitled 
An American Poll ti c ian, but I doubt if he expected anyone to 
ta ke such a perfor mance seriously '; (ibid., pp . ol ?-18). 
2
criticism and Fict i on, pp. 187-8. 
3crumbling Id ols, p . 9· 
4rbid., p. 1as. 
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And again, 
This literature is not the literature of scholars; it is 
the literature of lovers and doers; of men who love the 
modern and who have not been educated to d~spise common 
things •••• They are rooted in the soil. 
Howells recommended "life-likenesstr rather than nbool{likenessn 
and complained of "the spirit of the wretched pedantry into 
which learning, much or l ittle, always decays when it with-
draws itself and stands apart from experience in an attitude 
"2 of imagined superiority •••• 
On the other side of the question Lowell complained of 
the exclusion of the educated. "One eminent gentleman,'' he 
wrote, "has even gone so far as to sneer at school-books as 
sources of information.'' He protested against "this putting 
of culture under the ban" and suggested that it was 
••• but a more subtle application of the American sys-
tem, as it is called, which would exclude all foreign 
experience, as well as the raw material of it, till we 
had built up an experience of our own at the same cosg of 
mistake and retribution which is its unvarying price. 
This new movement of course was not merely a rebirth 
of the idealism of the 1830's; there were important differences. 
For the new movement, hew ever it might seem to go back to pri-
mary sources of democratic idealism, was influenced by the 
spirit of the times. Emerson was careful to emphasize not only 
individuality (as Garland did also) but the isolation of the 
1 Ibid., p. 59. 
2Criticism and Fiction, p. 10. 
3James Russell Lowell, "The Place of the Independent 
in Politics" (1888). 
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individual. 11 'I l e a rned,' s a id the melancholy Pestaloz zi, 
'tha.t no man in God's wide earth is either wil l ing or able 
to help any other man.' Help must come from the bosom alone."1 
Garland, however, spoke of "the peaceful walking together of 
2 brethren" and Howells pointed out: 
Men a re more like than unlike one another; let us make 
them know one another better, that they may be all
3
humbled 
and strengthened with a sense of their fraternity. 
Although most of these realists did not wholeheartedly embrace 
Marxian socialism, neithe r did they ignore it. ' Rather they 
translated it into a desire for people to work together for 
the benefit of the individual.4 
Since Emerson wrote, science h a d al s o become a force 
to be reckoned with. Howells thought of the re a listic move-
ment a s born of science and democracy. Yet he would not 
ap orove of me re collection a nd recording of d a ta in fiction, 
after the manner of Zola. He though t r a ther of science as 
showing the way to a literature dealing with real sights, 
sounds, colors, feelings, and peop le instead of the a rtificial-
ity of the ideal. The realist can no more deal with fabrica-
tions than the scientist would think of descri b ing an ideal 
1Emerson, "The American Sch ola r." 
2crumbling Idols, p . 46. 
3criticism and Fiction , p . 188. 
~-This kind of indivi dual-grow., orienta tions till ex-
ists in the West where it sta rted a s u art of the Ponulist move-
ment. The weste rn or mid-we s t e rn f a rmer is one of the most 
intense ind i v i du a.l ists in the United S tates. Socialism is 
often a s ubversive term to him. Yet h e s unn orts his coouera-
tives ; 0n d the f Armers of North Dakota were the first to ini-
tiBte certa in soci a list reforms such a s a state insura nce 
s y stem and a sta te-owned mill and eleva tor. 
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"cardboard" grasshopper. If the scientist is concerned with 
f it f w • th . t 1 reality--the ru s o experlence--so lS e wrl er. The 
force of Darwinian determinism, though it provided for later 
natura l ists the thesis "that under the veneer of cultivation 
man carries a brute in his breast and that on l y the ruth-
less endure" 2 or that "man is only a chemical compound, ig-
norant and futile amid a web of natural forces which are both 
gocxi and evil,"3 was blunted in the realists by the residue 
of faith in progress--by the old ante-bellum optimism. Garland 
sees only that the theories of Spencer and Darwin are liber-
ating America from the old traditions.4 He knows now that 
"Change is sure " and, since the present 'is undesirable, the 
future must be better. 11 If the past was bond, the future 
will be free. ,,5 
All of these ideas, then, made up the movement toward 
realism. The revolt was prompted by surfeit with the kinds 
of novels which were being served up to the American public. 
There was the sentimental novel replete with trite plots, 
trite characters, trite tears; they objected to the falseness 
and they objected to the stereotypes. They objected, too, 
1 H See owells, Criticism and Fiction, pp. 9-17. 
2Hatcher (~o. cit., p. 46), writing of London and Norris. 
3Harry Hartwick, The Fore~round of American Fiction 
([New York: American Book Co., 1 34], p. 103), writing of 
Preiser. 
4crumbling Idols, p. 43. 
5Ibid., p. 46. 
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to the romances of Scott, not only because he was so idolized 
by conservative critics, but also because of his politics: 
••• his mediaeval ideals, his blind Jacobitism, his 
intense devotion to aristocracy and royalty; his acquies-
cence in the division of men into noble and i gnoble, pat-
rician and plebeian, sovereign and subject, as if it were 
the law of God. • • .1 
They objected to the novels populated exclusively by the rich 
and well-born, set in affluent surroundings. These were 
morally destructive, imparting a distorted sense of values 
and intimating that there is worth only in the superfine and 
2 
not in the vulgar. The cosmopolitan romance, like those 
written by F'. Marion Crawford, was very popular, but the new 
critics asked that American themes be used instead. They 
were, moreover, tired of the flowery phrase and genteel dic-
tion of current fiction and called for colloquial speech--
the speech of ordinary men and the speech patterns of specific 
regions. 
Howells summed up all of the objections: 
But let fiction cease to lie about life; let it portray 
men and women as they are, actuated by the motives and the 
passions in the rreasure we all know; let it leave off 
painting dolls and workin g them by springs and wires; 
let it forbear to preach pride and revenge, folly and 
insanity, egotism and prejudice, but frankly own these 
for what they. are, in whatever figures and occasions they 
appear; let it not put on fine literary airs; let it 
1Howells, Critic ism and Fie t ion (p. 22) --a 1 though Scott 
was "a great man, and a very great novelist as .compared with 
the novelists who went before himn (ibid.). 
2Ibid., p. 81. 
speak the dialect, the language of unaffected people 
everywhere--and there can be no doubt of an unlimited 
future, not only of delightfulness but of usefulness, 
for it.1 
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Ah, but there was really the crux of the whole controversy: 
should art be useful? did the reader come to the novel as a 
schoolboy to his lessons? was the novelist to play the role 
of teacher or preacher? Howells was by no means narrow in 
his tastes; he felt that the literature of escape and senti-
ment "has its place" 2 but he reserved for it an inferior one 
and declared: 
The art which in the mean time disdains the office of 
teacher is one of the last refuges of the aristocratic 
spirit which is disappearing from politics and society 
and is now seeking to shelter itself in aesthetics •••• 3 
The discussion was not one-sided. F . Marion crawford 
defended the novel as he wrote it in The Novel, Wbat It Is 
(1893)· His objection to the purpose novel was, he said, 
that it pretends to be entertainment but its real purpose is 
instruction. This is like buying a toy pistol for a child 
and finding it loaded. The novel should, he felt, be: 
He 
and 
• • • the heroic exposition of all that is noble, heroic, 
honest, and true in the life of woman or man; but it has 
no right to tell us what its writer thinks about the re-
lations of labour and capital, nor to set up what the 
author conceives to be a nice, original, easy scheme of 
sa 1 va tion. • • • 
argued that the romance is ul t iJ:rJa tel y more moral than the 
1 Ibid., p. 104. 2 Ibid., p. 106. 
3 Ibid., p. 187. 
4crawford, The Novel, What It Is (New York : Macmillan 
Co., 1893), p. 17. 
Tendenz-Roman because it shows people "what they may be, 
ought to be, or can be. 111 Against too frank a realism he 
nleaded for the purity of America.n girlhood: 
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In our Anglo-Saxon social system the young girl is every-
where, and, if the shade of Sterne will allow me to say 
so, we temper the wind of our realism t~ the sensitive 
innocence of the ubiquitous shorn lamb. 
At the same time, Crawford genially admitted the greater mar-
ket value of the romance.3 
Even a British novelist--Robert Louis Stevenson--
joined the lists to rebut Howells. Should fiction represent 
life? "The life of man," he contended, is not the subject of 
novels, but the inexhaustible magazine from which subjects are 
to be selected. 114 For, 
Life is monstrous, infinite, illogical, abruut, and 
noignant; a work of art, in comnarison, is neat, f~nite, 
self-contained, rational, flowing, and emasculate. 
But, s a id Garland, art must be "significant." "Mere beauty 
nq longer sufficies. 116 If art would be truthful, individual, 
Americs n, it would, these realists felt, necessarily convey 
with it what they believed to be the ideals of America.n life--
democracy, equality, humanitarianism, and brotherhood. 
1Ibid.' p. 77. 2 . 8 Ibid., p. 2 • 
3Mr. Twelvemough had stated the matter correctly when 
he said that the public would not buy realistic novels. How-
ells's books went begging for readers (see Kazin, on. cit., 
nn. B-9n) while Crawford in 1394 was ranked fifteenth in p op-
ularity among the novelists of all time (William P. Trent, 
"Mr. Crawford's Novels," The Sewanee Review, II [February, 1394], 
251). 
4"A Humble Remonstrance," Essays by Robert Louis Steven-
~' OP. Cit. , '1 . 259. 
5Ibid. 6crumbling Idols, n . 59. 
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Realis m in Practice.--Garland's exhortation to the 
young men and women of the Middle Border and Far v~ est to 
beg in to write of the fields and mounta ins and prairies ca me 
a little late. Successive panics, low prices and high 
frei ght rates l~d inspired them several years bef ore the pub-
lication of Crumb l ing Idols. And the novels they wrote con-
tained the elements of rea lism; realism a s a t ool came t o the 
hand of the wes tern ma n as n atu rally and as essentially as t h e 
plough. These novels were not thorough l y realistic and they 
were n ot very art i stic; they suffered stylistic a lly beca use 
of the influence of what Garland called "millions of tons of 
romanti c love-stories of detectives or I ndians." 1 But they 
were American--no doubt about that--and, as Howells bad said, 
''an American novel ••• deals a t its worst, with compara-
tively new interests and motives!'2 But hadn't the farmer, 
the laborer, the common man been dealt with before in American 
literature? There were Wh it t :ier's Maud Muller, Cooper's 
Leatherstocking, Kennedy's Horseshoe Robinson. But Maud 
Muller with her "wealth/Of simple beauty and rustic health" 
is a far cry from Mary Ellen Lease on the lee ture platform. 
For all his humble beginnings, Whittier was a gentleman writ-
ing a poem a b out a farm g irl which re quir ed no farm experience 
to write, and Cooper and Kenned~ p roduced the idealizations 
1 Ibid., p . 8. 
2Criticism and F iction, p . 79. 
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or romance. 1 Realism on the other hand required or the 
gentleman-writer sympathy and understanding or the common man 
in his unlovely as well as his lovely aspects, a recognition 
or his ~roblems, and a sense or the rra ternity or mankind. 
To the common-man writer realism came naturally. It was his 
instrument--his indignation, his r ebellion , his passion re-
quired it. 2 
Ir no great novels came out or the Populist movement, 
still its contribution to literature was distinctive. From 
this v a st, raw, new land came raw materials to supply a nation 
not only with bread but with books. From it came a spirit of 
protest which in itselr was an assertion or the dignity or 
every man. For scenes in richly-rurnished salons were sub-
stituted settings in the coal mines,3 in the tenements,4 in 
dre.b little western villages .5 The young society lion of the 
1A good case could be made for calling this realism 
of the nineties "romanticism" ir one used the nrooer defini-
tions. I have already pointed out the ideologic a l similarities 
between Emerson and the new movement. Also see Paul Kaurman's 
derinition or the romantic in "The Romantic Movement," (The 
Reinternret8.tion or American Literature, ed. by Norman F'O"e'rster 
[New York: Harcourt, Brace and Co., 1928], o. 120). R. L. 
Stevenson points to "the glow or romance" in- Howells's books 
(o~ . cit., p. 266). The philosophy or the realists was without 
que s tion romantic and idealistic; the dir.ference between them 
end their ante-bellum collea gues was a social conscience and 
the zeal ror rerorm. 
2see Alrred Kazin, op. cit., Chap. I, 11 The Opening 
Struggle ror Realism" in which he mentions the relation be-
tween realism and the Populist movement. 
3See the onening pages or Adams's The Transgressors. 
4aarland's Jason Edwards, pp. 24 rr. 
5Like Columbia Junction in Higgins's Out or the West. 
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East was e x cluded and the simpering, fainting heroine began 
1 
to disappear. New types of people were introduced: tramps, 
2 3 farmers, social workers, and women who were not only decora-
tive but politically intelligent.4 
One of the best examples of the realism inspired by 
protest is provided by Garland in A Spoil of Office with his 
description of an Alliance meeting in Kansas: 
Up the broad street, under that soaring sky, from their 
homes upon a magnificently fertile soil, came the long 
procession of revolting farmers. There were no bands to 
lead them; no fluttering of gay flags; no cheers from the 
bystanders. They rode in g rim silence for the most part, 
as if at a funeral of their dead hopes~-as if their mere 
presence were a protest. 
Everywhere the same color predominated--a russet 
brovm. Their faces were bronzed and thin. Their beards 
were long and faded, and tangled like autumn corn silk. 
Their gaunt gnar l ed, and knotted hands held the reins over 
their equally sad and sober teams. The women looked worn 
and thin, and sat bent forward over the children in their 
laps. The dust bad settled upon their ill-fitting dresses. 
There were no smart carriages, no touch of gay paint, no 
glittering new harnesses; the whole procession was keyed 
down among
5
the most desolate and sorrowful grays, browns, 
and drabs. 
1Post, in Cong ressman Swanson, pp. 264-77~ describes 
the brutal treatment of the unemployed during the panic of 1893. 
2Rogers, The Graftons; Garland, A Spoil of Office or 
almost any other Populist novel. 
3pa g e, John Marvel, Assistant. 
4Jennie Mason in P~st 1 s Congressman Swanson; I da Wil-
but in Garland 1 s A Spoil of Office; 1di th Hull in hi~gins 1 s Out 
of the West; Ivia ry Grafton in .Rogers 1 s The Graftons; Sophie 
Hethering ton in Donne l ly's The Golden Bottle. 
5p. 338. See in conjunction with this pass~ge Garland's 
statement in Crumbling Idols: ''The realist or veritist is 
really an optimist, a dreame~. He sees life in terms of what 
it might be, as well as in terms of what it is; but he writes 
of what is, and at his best, suggest s what is to be, by con-
trast. He aims to be perfectly truthful in his delineation 
There is the picture of Pawnee Junction in Out of the West: 
He [Frank Field, looking out of his hotel room] saw the 
unpaved streets and cheaply constructed houses, and the 
trees of July with the withered branches of September. 
He saw the engine-house and the court-house, each like 
the other, and both standing in fenced squares. In the 
streets ne watched the wispy-haired women pushing their 
way through the wind. He loolred over the level, sunburned 
plains, without hill or knoll, a green tree, or the sight 
of water. There was the trestled culvert spanning the 
creek-bed; far as eye could reach, the railroad stretching 
out upon its dirt emoonkment; the tracts of withering corn; 
and the warrens of Polack Town. It was complete desolation, 
and the gra veya rd a t the end of the s tree t about whic £ the 
village clustered gave it a quieting tone of harmony. 
And the letter from Mrs. Benezet to her son Ephr~im in The 
Golden Bottle: 
Our old cow, Blossom, had a steer calf yeste~day. I have 
a great deal of trouble with the chickens. I fear a 
skunk gets in~o the coop at night. I have lost three 
lately. • . • . 
The movement was distinctive but short-lived; naturalism 
was coming to the forefront with its pessimistic determinism, 
its celebration of the extraordinary man, its new romanticism.3 
Howells would not be able to follow. He was too idea lis tic, 
too much committed to the democracy of Je f ferson. Garland, 
unsymp3.thetic with the new literature, became a writer of 
romances. But his life on the frontier, his association with 
men such as Henry George, Howells . and . Joseph Kirkland; his 
of his relation to l ife , but there is a tone, a color, which 
comes unconsciously into his utterance, like the sobbing stir 
of the muted violins beneath the fra n k, clear song of the 
clarionet [sic]; and this tone is one of sorrow that the good 
time moves so slowly in its approachn (p. 52). 
1Higg ins, op. cit., p. 8. 2Donnelly, Golden Bottle, p. 109. 
3Fra nk Norris would refer to re alism as 11 that harsh, 
loveless, colourless, blunt t.ool" l"A Plea for Romantic Fiction, " 
The · Responsi bill ties of the · Nove list ~New York: Doubleday, Page 
and Go.~ 1903], p. 214.) 
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yearning, in the old American traaition, for something better; 
his innate humanitarianism--all of these made him a realist 
perhaps in spite of himself. Although he played the part of 
a radical in politics for a time, he was essentially a con-
servative who wanted to preserve the romance of the pioneer-
ing West which he must have absorbed from his father and hif:l 
uncles when they set out for the Middle Border singing: 
0 1 er the hills in legions, boys, 
Fair freedom's ~tar 
Points to the su~set regions, boys, 
Ha, ha, ha-ha ~--
When he returned to the farm after spending some time in Bos-
ton and saw his mother bent and prematurely old· and saw his 
f~ ther worn with toil,2 11all the gilding of farm life melted 
aw~y. The hard and bitter realitie's came back upon me in a 
flood. 1'3 He was not then concerned primarily with the ratio 
of silver to gold or with the amount the railroads charged 
his father for a short haul. What bothered him was that his 
bucolic dream--the American one of the happy independent far-
mer wresting his crops from the earth despite Indians, despite 
lsee Garland, Jason Edwards, pp. 45-6 and 63; also Gar-
land, A Son of the Middle Border (New York: The Macmillan Co., 
1917),
11
pp . 66-67 where he q uotes the song again and writes that 
it is ..• a song which is full of the breath of hope and the 
peculiar vibrant melody of the pioneer who is born and not 
made ••• a song that dates far into the forties, bringing 
forward to us today the boundless energy and freedom and imagi-
nation of Boone and Crockett, and the men they led into the 
West." 
2 Garland, A Son of the Middle Border, pp. 366-9. 
3rbid., p. 365. 
342 
plagues, despite d rought, while his children grow to sturdy 
1 
manhood and womanhood--was disturbed. Garland's final solu-
tion to this problem was to s e ttle his p:1 rents in reasonable 
2 
comfort in Wisconsin. In his story "A Branch Roadlf he draws 
a picture of farm life in whic h there is on l y ug liness, 
coarseness, unkindness and poverty. And what is the denoue-
ment? The farmer's wife takes off on a European cruise with 
her ;ld sweetheart. 3 Jason Edw~;irds offers a similar ending; 
Garland's 11 god from the mctchine " (as Professor Wa ge nknecht 
puts it), 4 who is alwa y s the man who h9. s gotten away from the 
farm and made a l ittle money, retur ns to ta ke the family back 
East. 
These wculd not seem to be the ways of the militant 
reformer; the solutions off ere d are nearer escape tha n reform. 
As for Garland the writer, he found during a tour in H3 91 of 
the Populist areas for The Arena that the romance that he 
s 
loved could still be found further west.~ More important, 
1wa lter Heeves' bit te r outburst i n Jason Edwards 
echoes this sentiment: 111 So this is the reallty of the dream~ 
This is the •homestead in the Golden West, embowered in trees, 
besid e the purling brook~~ A shanty on a barren plain, hot 
and lone as a desert.'" (.f . 142.) 
2Gar1and, Main-Travelled Roads (1891). 
3Th is is escapism, but it bas an element of the realis-
tic revolt: the flouting of established custom, parti cularly 
that of female subservience. 
Co., 
4 Op. cit., p . 206. 
5Garland, Roadside Meetings (New York: 
1930). 
The lvla cmi lla n 
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perhaps, is his admission that his " reaction from the ethic 
to the esthetic" came with " the destruction of the People's 
Party and the failure of this novel [A Spoil of Office, which 
he was writing serially as he toured the country for the 
Arena]." 1 As he abandoned polemics, he points out, Howells 
and Mark Twain were undergoing a similar change; "the reform 
2 
impulse was steadily waning with us all.'' Thus does one 
of the leaders in the parallel movements of Populism and 
realism write their obituary. 
As for Howells, he would encourage the younger writers 
like Stephen Grane, but he could no longer lead them. Like 
Moses a£ter de l ivering his people from bondage, he was allowed 
a glimpse of the promised land, but he was not vouchs a fed to 
enter it. 
It was of brief duration, this movement, but it did 
not pass without leaving an inheritance. Just as many of the 
reforms which the Populists advocated were realized in the 
twentieth century, so ma:ny of the elements in their litera-
ture were used and accepted in the twentieth. What, then, 
was the legacy? 
First there was the entire tradition of the n ovel as 
an instrument of social protest utilized later so extensively 
by the muckrake school. There was also the economic orientation 
1r , "d ~·, 
2Ibid. 
this same book 
obsolete." 
p. 187. 
Showing how much it had waned, he writes in 
(p. 63) that now (in 1930) "the poor are almost 
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of fiction which was to be found later in Dreiser and Norris 
and London. Even the theme of the farmers versus the rail-
roads was used by Norris (The Octopus)--in twentieth century 
clothing, to be sure. The evils of big business and mater-
ialism were explored, more subtly, more scientifically and 
more coldly by Herrick. The sombreness of tone, though 
usually unallayed by the old idealistic faith in the future, 
permeated many of the novels, especially those of Dreiser's. 
Willa Cather found heroism and nobility on the stark bare 
prairie. And the tradition which held that the novelist 
should be a man of experience rather than a man of education, 
a man of the people rather t~~n an aristocrat of any kind was 
started on its persistent way in American literature. 1 It 
was a large dowry and it lasted a long time. 
1
see I'rilling (op. cit., p. 23): 11 The liberal judg-
ment of Dreiser and James goes back to politics, goes back to 
the cultura 1 assumptions that make politics. Ve are still 
haunted by a kind of politi cal fear of the intellect which 
Tocqueville observed in us more than a century ago.'' 
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ABSTRACT 
For the purposes of this dissertation, a political 
novel is any novel concerned with political figures, ideas, or 
movements contemp orary with some part of the author's life. 
In Parts One and Two I have examined the political novels writ-
ten in the United States from the beginnings (in 1774) to 
1900; I have outlined the political and economic backgrounds 
and have attempted to determine where the American novelist 
took his stand in relation to them. 
Part One (1774-1890) traces the decline of the 
gentleman-scholar as politician and as political novelist. 
Such early novelists as Brackenridge, Paulding, and Coop er 
favored a Jeffersonian agrarianism which would allow the lower 
classes to vote and the upper classes to rule; in the immediate 
pre- and uost-Civil War period, the novelists (~., De Forest 
and Tucker) primarily rationalized the positions of their own 
geographical sections with respect to the causes and results 
of the war. After the war, the country entered upon that per-
iod of materialism, speculation, and governmental corruption 
known as the Gilded Age, the label given it by Mar k Twain and 
C. D. Warner in their political n0vel of that name. In this 
twilight of patrician influence and control, three idealists--
De Forest, Mark Twain, and Henry Adams--recorded in political 
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novels the disappointment of their hopes f or democracy. They 
looked back with nostalgia upon the agrarian democracy of early 
America, when honorable men were chosen to manage governmental 
affairs. 
Still later, more optimistic members of the u pper middle 
clB.ss, now largely on the fringes of politics, offered hop e for 
imnrovement through election of honest men to office and through 
Civil Service reform. Cons p icuously absent in the se novels was 
criticism of the corrupting influence of b i g business on p olitics. 
Part Two considers the novels of 1 890 to 1900. In these 
novels the case for the laboring man or the farmer was presented 
and the ubi quitousness of big business in American politics was 
denounced. Believing that the restoration of morality in gov-
ernmental affairs did not solve the critical economic problems, 
the writers of these novels called for such reforms as govern-
mental regulation of transportation and communic a tions, cheap 
money , a n d guaranteed employment. Like the early political 
novelists, they found their ideologica l roots in the Enlightenment 
as it was adapted for American use by Jeffersonian agrarianism. 
Part Two also includes an analysis of a group of "boss 
novels" which appeared between 1900 and 1908. These novels, 
in which the boss appeare d as a loveable rogue, exhibited a com-
posite of nineteenth-century ideological forces: the boss 
epitomized the ideas of e quality , of the p r e ference for the 
common man over the gentleman, of humanitarianism, and of the 
evils of big business; but he also embodied the Darwin-Spencer-
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Alger "survival of' the fittest" theory which previous novelists 
had condemned when used to justify the actions of the business 
man. 
Part Three surveys the impact of the political novel 
u p on American politics and upon American litera ture. I have 
concluded that the political novel in the nineteenth century 
had little effect uuon politics. However, a fter 1885 it gave 
imuetus to the movement toward literary realism. The realism 
in the p olitical novels of the last decade of the century was 
not only a conscious attemp t by writers like Garland and Howells 
to make American literature reflect American democratic ideals 
but also an unconscious but inevita ble ingredient of the large 
numbers of protest novels produced by those connected with the 
Populist movement. 
Agr a rian ism as a national political force and its 
literary concomitant did not survive after the nineteenth cen-
tury. These movements were superseded by the forces of socialism 
and economic determinism in p olitics and by n a turalism in litera-
ture. However, they left to twentieth-century fiction a legacy: 
a tradition of literary p rotest, an awe renes s of economic and 
politica l forces, and a recognition of' the possibilities of 
the ordinary American as a subject for fiction. 
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